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Private property ownership is vital 

to both our freedom and our pros-
perity. The Kelo decision now puts 
every home and every business owner 
on notice that their property may be 
taken by the government at any time. 

This is not the American way, Mr. 
Speaker. The Court’s decision is an ab-
dication of its responsibility to protect 
individual property rights, and it is a 
gross misinterpretation of the Con-
stitution. 

As we approach our Nation’s Day of 
Independence, we should be concerned 
about protecting our freedoms, not cur-
tailing them. A just and wise govern-
ment values individual ownership and 
protects it. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a sad day. Our Na-
tion is built on many, many important 
tenets, and protection of private prop-
erty is certainly not the least of them. 

f 

EXPRESSING THANKS 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on yesterday this august body 
amended the Transportation-Treasury- 
HUD appropriations bill to include $7.7 
million to fight discrimination in hous-
ing. I stand before this body today, Mr. 
Speaker, to thank all of the persons 
who supported this amendment, both 
Democrats and Republicans because it 
could not have been done without bi-
partisan support, and for that, I am 
thankful. 

I also thank my staff, Mr. Speaker, 
because no one does anything without 
a capable, competent and qualified 
staff, and I think I have one of the 
best. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank another group of people. On yes-
terday, we had another event wherein 
we had to leave rather untimely. I 
want to thank those many security 
persons who work on our behalf. They 
are not only helpful and respectful, 
they are also full of care for us. Mr. 
Speaker, as we rush out, they rush in 
to uncertain danger. I want them to 
know that we care about them. Mr. 
Speaker, I do not know exactly what 
we pay them, but whatever it is, it is 
not enough for the service that they 
render. 

f 

HONORING BARNEY CHAPMAN 

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a constituent and 
friend, who after 37 years is retiring as 
an officer of the largest credit union in 
my congressional district, the America 
First Federal Credit Union. 

Barney B. Chapman’s service to con-
stituents’ financial needs in my dis-
trict over the years is impressive, but 
his work in the community is the rea-
son he deserves the respect and thanks 
today. 

The organizations which have bene-
fited from him include: The Air Force 
Reserves, Boy Scouts of America, 
Chamber of Commerce, Legislative and 
Military Affairs Committee, the Fed-
eration of Independent Business, sev-
eral Governors Advisory Boards, Salt 
Lake Community College, the Junior 
League, Junior Achievement of Utah, 
the United Way, Weber School District 
and Weber State College. 

Like the good old boy scout that he 
is, Barney Chapman does his best to do 
his duty to God and his country and to 
help other people at all times, but I am 
particularly grateful for his commit-
ment to the Air Force. A good airman 
lives by three principles: integrity 
first, service before self, excellence in 
all he does. These are the Air Force 
core values, and as a full colonel re-
tired, they are his as well. They typify 
the life of Barney Chapman, and for 
that, I do honor and thank him today. 

f 

REPUBLICAN REFUSAL TO FUND 
VETERANS HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s veterans are still waiting. It has 
been a week now since the Department 
of Veterans Affairs finally admitted 
that veterans health care funding was 
short $1 billion. As a result of that 
shortfall, VA facilities around the 
country can no longer schedule ap-
pointments for new veterans. 

House Republicans, however, do not 
seem to be too concerned. Democrats 
have tried repeatedly over the last 
week to offer amendments that would 
provide the VA the $1 billion so vet-
erans can get the services they were 
promised, but Republicans have shot 
down every effort to increase funding. 

Last week, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. EDWARDS) tried to offer an amend-
ment to the Labor-HHS bill to elimi-
nate the Republican VA funding short-
fall, but the Republican majority re-
fused to allow a vote. Then, yesterday 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) wanted to offer the amendment 
to the Transportation spending bill, 
and once again, Republicans refused to 
allow a vote. 

Mr. Speaker, this House should not 
adjourn for the 4th of July recess until 
we honor our promise to our veterans. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
ELDER PANTHERS 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this month, Ohio’s number one-ranked 
Elder Panthers capped off a season of 
domination in grand fashion by cele-
brating its 12th State baseball cham-
pionship. 

Here is my dentist’s son, the catcher, 
Billy O’Conner, and pitcher, Matt 
Klausing, moments after the win on 
the front page of the Delhi Press. 

The 3–0 shutout over Toledo Start 
gave the Panthers 28 victories for the 
year, the most in school history, and 
marked the third consecutive Division 
I State baseball championship by a 
Cincinnati area team following in the 
footsteps of fellow GCL rivals Moeller 
back in 2004 and St. Xavier in 2003. 

Cincinnati Elder is no stranger to 
being honored on this House floor for 
its long-standing tradition of athletic 
and academic excellence. 

It gives me great pleasure to, once 
again, congratulate Elder High School 
and its players and coaches and stu-
dents and teachers and parents on cap-
turing yet another State title. As al-
ways, they make the west side of Cin-
cinnati proud. 

An Elder Panther family, the 
Lysaghts, dropped off this T-shirt at 
my office, celebrating the win, and this 
La Salle Lancer intends to wear it with 
pride. Go Elder. 

f 

b 1015 

EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
KHOBAR TOWERS BOMBING 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Monday, June 25, marked the 
eighth anniversary of the bombing of 
the Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia. At 
9:50 p.m. local time, a truck bomb ex-
ploded with the force of 20,000 tons of 
TNT, and 19 Americans were left dead, 
Americans who were due to return 
home 2 days later on June 27. 

Mr. Speaker, we now know that this 
was one of the first battles in the glob-
al war on terror, and we have since 
seen other such battles, and other 
Americans have lost their lives. Now 
we are engaged in what the President 
describes as a forward strategy of the 
war on terror, and he articulated that 
vision again for the American people 2 
nights ago, and I was grateful for his 
ability to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, the recollection of our 
record in what has happened in the 
past 10 years’ time around the world 
has so changed everything that we do 
in this House, and the events of last 
evening have shown us one more time 
how the world has changed around us. 

I salute the families of the men and 
women who died at the Khobar Towers. 
God bless them, God rest their souls, 
and God bless every one of our Amer-
ican troops serving today. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the further consideration of H.R. 
3058, and that I may include tabular 
material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Michigan? 
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