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apelike depiction of Afro-Mexicans. It was de-
plorable that the Mexican government would 
produce stamps that would remind Ameri-
cans—white and black—of the humiliation and 
degradation of Sambo and Aunt Jemima. It is 
insulting that President Fox would defend the 
publication of this stamp as an example of our 
cultural misunderstandings, despite the call of 
the Asociacion Mexico Negro—a Mexican- 
based group representing the interests of over 
50,000 blacks—for the recall of the stamps. 

This is not simply an example of cultural dif-
ferences. Afro-Mexicans deplore the compari-
son of being described as apelike and child-
like, just as much as African-Americans. To 
say that it is acceptable to depict an entire 
race of people in one’s country as childish 
apes is to not understand the universal impact 
and role of race in this world. 

At a time when members of Congress are 
trying to find amicable ways of bringing our 
two countries together, the actions of Presi-
dent Fox’s government apparently are to draw 
a line between us. President Fox has ridiculed 
the hard work and efforts of African-Ameri-
cans. He has rejected repeated invitations to 
dialogue with the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. His govern-
ment has issued stamps that not only insult 
the character of his own people, but also 
those of Afro-descendant populations in the 
United States. and throughout the Americas. 

I am disappointed in these acts by my 
friends in the Mexican government and by 
President Fox. I hope that they will reach out 
once again to those with whom they have 
worked here in the United States and put 
aside these insulting and racist stamps. For us 
to achieve greater cultural sensitivity on the 
part of the United States and to obtain greater 
racial sensitivity in the Americas, it is impor-
tant to have an equal awareness and effort on 
the part of our international allies. 
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the City of Pompano Beach, Florida, 
which has been named as one of only ten cit-
ies nationwide designated as a 2005 All-Amer-
ica City by the National Civic League. I have 
represented the City of Pompano Beach since 
coming to Congress in 1981, and I take spe-
cial pride in this recognition of their achieve-
ments. 

The City of Pompano Beach was recog-
nized for two programs which impact the com-
munity’s youth, and an affordable housing 
project. 

The Pompano Beach Junior Lifeguard Pro-
gram which began as a small part-time rec-
reational swimming program has grown into 
an annual recreation and education program 
for children ages nine to seventeen. The pro-
gram partners parents and local schools in 
promoting activities which develop healthy life-
styles, sportsmanship and self-esteem in the 
community’s youth. Childhood obesity has 
also be targeted with parents reporting im-
proved eating habits, weight loss and in-
creased muscle mass in their children. 

The Kidz-N-The-Hood Program is a weekly 
TV show produced and scripted by kids of all 
ages, income levels and ethnic backgrounds. 
Developed to counteract the often negative 
and gratuitous images children are too often 
exposed to on television, the program receives 
accolades from parents and educators who re-
port more attentive students, improved test 
scores and reduced drop out rates. Supported 
by a diverse community group including AT&T 
Broadband, the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 
Pompano Middle School, Broward County 
Sheriff’s Office, and the Broward County 
Urban League, the program has reached thou-
sands of children through participation and 
viewing opportunities. 

Pinnacle Village, a new affordable rental 
community, replaces a failed HUD subsidized 
housing complex which stood as an eyesore 
and haven for crime in the neighborhood. 
Frustrated by a failed project which had under-
gone numerous attempts at rehabilitation for a 
period of years, the public and private sectors 
worked together to improve the living condi-
tions for dozens of families. The result was 
Pinnacle Village—148 town houses with one 
to three bedrooms. This project not only meets 
the needs of the resident families, it has had 
a positive impact on the surrounding commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
the residents, officials, and the staff of the City 
of Pompano Beach whose efforts on behalf of 
their city have earned the title of 2005 All- 
America City. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to report on the successes of the 
fourteenth annual session of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s Par-
liamentary Assembly which convened in 
Washington, DC over the first five days of 
July. Over 800 parliamentarians and staff were 
in attendance, making it one of the largest as-
semblies in the Organization’s history, and 
one of the most productive. 

The theme of this year’s session, ‘‘30 Years 
since Helsinki: Challenges Ahead’’ reminds us 
of the agreement that founded the OSCE, and 
the ideals which must guide us through the 
tests of the future. The Washington Declara-
tion, a compendium of resolutions adopted at 
this year’s session, is a testament to the ex-
cellent progress that has been made in central 
areas of social, economic, and human rights 
policy. The OSCE has maintained its position 
at the forefront of some of our world’s most 
critical concerns; eradicating human trafficking, 
ensuring fair elections, combating social preju-
dice, and maintaining stable economic rela-
tionships between all nations. 

Members of both branches of Congress play 
a central role in the OSCE Parliamentary As-
sembly. Our delegation offered a resolution 
entitled ‘‘Combating involvement in trafficking 

in human beings and sexual exploitation and 
abuse by international peacekeeping forces’’ 
that was adopted into the Washington Dec-
laration. The practice of human trafficking is 
an affront to humanity, and must not be toler-
ated. According to the most recent Depart-
ment of State estimates, between 600,000 and 
800,000 people are trafficked across borders 
each year worldwide, including 14,500 into the 
United States. Combined with trafficking within 
countries, the total figure is estimated at be-
tween 2 and 4 million. The OSCE, as the 
world’s largest regional security organization, 
is uniquely positioned to take on this critical 
issue. 

During this year’s session, the U.S. delega-
tion made major progress in international 
trade. Representative BEN CARDIN, Ranking 
Member of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, 
spearheaded a resolution urging the Medi-
terranean Partners to work with the Arab 
League in order to rescind the trade boycott of 
the State of Israel. The boycott has existed for 
almost half a century, and it is clear that a 
healthy economic relationship between the 
United States, Israel, and the Middle East will 
be central in the fight for a stable and more 
peaceful world. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to serve as the 
current President of the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly, and delighted to have been elected 
to a second term. The U.S. delegation was at 
the forefront of efforts to preserve the quality 
of the OSCE’s election monitoring activities, 
the battle against anti-Semitism and efforts to 
set codes of conduct for peacekeepers and 
international representatives. 

We were also privileged to welcome you, 
Mr. Speaker, and Secretary Rice, to address 
the Assembly and I am pleased to report that 
the conference was a major success. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask for unani-
mous consent that the statement of the Honor-
able Canadian Senator Jerry Grafstein be 
added to the RECORD immediately following 
this statement. Senator Grafstein was elected 
to a second term as Treasurer of the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly, a clear endorsement 
of his dedication, prudence and fine leader-
ship. I thank him for his kind words, and I 
thank the whole Canadian delegation for their 
admirable contributions to the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly. 

ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND CO- 
OPERATION IN EUROPE 

FOURTEENTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
Hon. Jerahmiel S. Grafstein: Honourable 

senators, yesterday the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe completed its four-
teenth annual session in Washington, D.C. It 
lasted over five days and was attended by 
more than 1,000 parliamentarians and staff. 
It was probably the largest assembly in its 
history. The Washington Declaration, a com-
pendium of all resolutions adopted, will be 
tabled in the Senate. The OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly is composed of parliamentar-
ians from 55 member states, and is the larg-
est international organization dedicated to 
the advancement of democratic rights, 
human rights, and economic and security co-
operation. 

The Washington Declaration included a 
number of issues on which Canadian parlia-
mentarians took the lead: trafficking in 
human beings; steps for cooperation in the 
Middle East; combating anti-Semitism; ad-
vancing the fight against corruption 
amongst parliamentarians and in the public 
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