July 25, 2005

Pension reform is financial security
for thousands of airline employees. Re-
tiring with a pension of only a fraction
of what you expected is not truly a re-
tirement. A lifetime of work should not
be rewarded with wondering how you
will make ends meet.

Mr. Speaker, the case has been made.
Pension reform is needed now. The em-
ployees with whom I spoke today have
put forth much effort to make a dif-
ference. They realize the crisis their
pension plans are in, the American
public realizes the crisis that pension
plans are in, and it is time we fixed the
problem before it is too late and before
the burden is put on the backs of the
American taxpayers. Without objec-
tion.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENT). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 4, 2005, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to take my
Special Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

————

A CELEBRATION OF INA MAE
SELFRIDGE’S LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
this evening I rise to recognize and cel-
ebrate the life of a constituent and
friend, Ina Mae Selfridge. Ina passed
away suddenly on Sunday, July 17, at
the age of 76. Her death is a tremen-
dous loss to her family, her commu-
nity, and the many individuals who
were fortunate enough to call her a
friend.

Probably the greatest compliment I
could give Ina is that she was a great
farm girl. In truth, she embodied much
of what is good and decent about the
family farm and the way of life we
enjoy in Kansas. Ina is one of those
people you meet and you think to
yourself, I am in the presence of an ex-
traordinary human being.

I have known Ina through her many
years of service to the organization
Women Involved in Farm Economics,
otherwise known as WIFE. Most re-
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cently, Ina was the national president
of WIFE and has served in this position
for the past 2 years. Ina was also the
State president and member of the
Gold Waves Chapter 76 of WIFE located
in central and southwest Kansas.

It would not be fitting to talk about
Ina and not bring up the ideals and ac-
complishments of WIFE. Ina truly
cared about agriculture and about
rural communities. On her many visits
to Washington over the years, Ina
joined other WIFE leaders to advocate
on behalf of the family farm. From
health care to energy policy to emer-
gency drought assistance, Ina Kknew
what was going on in farm country be-
cause she lived it each and every day.

In fact, Ina’s trips to D.C. were usu-
ally scheduled so they would not inter-
fere with harvest. In written testimony
she gave in 2003 on credit availability
in rural areas, she wrote that she
would have preferred to be here in per-
son, but it was wheat harvest and ‘‘all
hands are on deck for the entire fam-
ily.” Indeed, Ina was an integral part
of her family farm, even at age 76.

Ina farmed in true partnership with
her husband Elmer Selfridge and sev-
eral of her sons. Their farm in eastern
Hodgeman County included wheat, for-
ages and grains for their 1,000-head
feedlot. She is survived by her husband;
her four sons, Randy, Tyler, Brad, and
Wade; and nine grandchildren.

Ina would want me to use part of this
time to talk about agriculture. Today I
wear a domino on my lapel that she
gave to me. It represents WIFE’s theme
that agriculture has a domino effect on
America. Like dominos standing next
to each other, when the farmer suffers
economic loss, so do local businesses,
schools, communities, churches, and
local government. Today, however, I
wear the domino to show how Ina’s life
had a positive domino effect on the
many lives of everyone who came in
contact with her.

Ina had an enthusiasm that few pos-
sess. You could not be around Ina and
not feel a sense of excitement about
what the future might hold. The pio-
neer spirit of optimism and hard work
that established farms across Kansas
was alive and strong in Ina. Insights
into the life she lived can be derived
from her e-mail address, which is sim-
ply ‘“happy.” This is not to say there
were not hardships on the farm. Many
parts of Kansas are just now recovering
from 5 years of drought, but Ina’s can-
do personality is an inspiration to us
all.

The last time she was in my office
she said, ‘I may not be the WIFE presi-
dent next year, but I will be back again
to remind you about the importance of
agriculture.” Today I bet she would
say, ‘“Time to get back to work. The
wheat harvest is in, but we must get
ready for the fall crops.”

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Ina’s family in this time of difficulty
with the knowledge that their loss on
Earth is God’s gain in heaven. It is my
absolute privilege to have known Ina.
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The world is a better place because of
her, and she will be greatly missed.

———

GUN LIABILITY LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, first I
would like to congratulate a colleague
of ours, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY), who is actually
having her 100th b5-minute Special
Order, and we are very proud of her,
the country is very proud of her, on
bringing issues that certainly affect
her constituency and all of ours. So I
congratulate her.

The leadership of Congress is con-
stantly preaching about responsibility.
Individuals should accept the con-
sequences of their actions. Unfortu-
nately, this culture of responsibility
does not extend to the gun industry
and negligent gun sellers.

The other body is planning on taking
on legislation to grant the gun indus-
try unprecedented immunity from liti-
gation and other legal action. Under
this legislation, dealers and manufac-
turers of guns would receive immunity
from any legal action. The gun indus-
try would be unlike the sellers and
makers of nearly every other consumer
product. These industries must face the
consequences of their negligence and
misjudgment. In fact, manufacturers
and sellers of toy guns are more liable
for their products than the makers and
sellers of assault weapons and hand-
guns.

The NRA has named this issue as
their number one legislative priority
this year. They say this bill will end
frivolous lawsuits, but not a single, not
a single suit against the gun industry
has ever been deemed frivolous by a
court of law.

This legislation is not about pro-
tecting an honest gun dealer who le-
gally sells a gun to someone who later
commits a crime. This legislation pro-
tects cases of gross negligence which
has led to the deaths of unsuspecting
victims.

For example, the owner of the Bull’s
Eye Shooter Supply Store in Wash-
ington State was sued because he could
not account for 239 guns in his inven-
tory. One of those guns was the Bush-
master used in the D.C. sniper killings.
The D.C. sniper killers were allowed to
get their hands on a gun because of a
gun seller’s negligence. But this legis-
lation would get the Bull’s Eye Shooter
Supply Store off the hook from any
legal action.

Fortunately, a lawsuit was already
filed against Bull’s Eye and Bush-
master. Part of the settlement was
Bushmaster agreeing to work with its
dealer to promote safe sales practices
to prevent continued instances of neg-
ligence. But the bill being taken up by
the other body would have forced the
immediate dismissal of the lawsuit
against Bull’s Eye.
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