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Purple Heart, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, and an Air Medal with Valor 
and the Combat Action Badge. It is 
clear that Sergeant Goare was an ex-
cellent soldier and a remarkable cit-
izen. His devotion to his country is an 
inspiration to us all. 

His sacrifice is a testament to his de-
votion to our great land, and his heroic 
efforts must never be forgotten. I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to his 
parents and other family and friends. It 
is an honor to pay tribute to Sergeant 
Goare’s life, contributions, and dedica-
tion as an American. May God rest his 
soul. 

f 

AUCTIONING OFF THE PEOPLE’S 
HOUSE 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, the 
New York Times reports that during 
the Vioxx trial in Texas, a cardiologist 
testified that the pain killer likely led 
to the needless death of Robert Ernst. 
Mr. Ernst was a produce manager at 
Wal-Mart who also ran marathons and 
worked as a personal trainer. 

He took Vioxx for 8 months before he 
died of an irregular heartbeat, making 
him one of the 55,000 people who need-
lessly died as a result of taking Vioxx. 

As we debate medical malpractice 
legislation tomorrow, I hope my col-
leagues will keep Mr. Ernst’s tragedy 
in mind. Only in this Congress would 
we consider legislation that specifi-
cally protects the drug manufacturers 
like Merck from any form of liability 
while a trial is presently ongoing that 
directly affects that legislation. I am 
not aware of any other industry that 
gets this type of liability protection 
just for going through a governmental 
approval process. 

While families such as Mr. Ernst’s 
fight for fairness in court, this body, 
the people’s House, is fighting to pro-
tect the drug companies. I plan to in-
troduce the Vioxx amendment striking 
this blatantly beneficial provision 
written for and by the pharmaceutical 
industry. 

Mr. Speaker, when your gavel opens 
up the people’s House, it should open 
up the people’s House and their voices 
should be heard, not the auction house. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH 
FAIRNESS ACT 

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
the Small Business Health Fairness 
Act. We will vote on it later today. 

We need to increase access and lower 
the cost of health insurance for small 
business owners, their employees, and 
their families. 

I represent New York’s Hudson Val-
ley where small business owners and 

self-employed workers tell me time and 
time again that the toughest challenge 
they face is finding affordable health 
care coverage. 

Seven out of 10 small businesses do 
not offer health insurance because they 
cannot afford the overwhelming costs 
on their own in the private market. 

The Small Business Fairness Act 
would provide them with the lower 
costs they need by giving then the 
same group health insurance pur-
chasing power already being enjoyed by 
unions and large corporations. 

Small businesses on Main Street in 
towns like Warwick, Goshen, 
Wappinger, or Mount Kisco deserve the 
same health insurance advantages that 
the large firms have on Wall Street. 
Let us give our small businesses the 
option by passing this bill. 

Studies show it will give 8 million 
currently uninsured small business 
workers the affordable access to health 
insurance they need. Please support 
America’s small businesses and join me 
in voting for the Small Business Health 
Fairness Act. 

f 

CAFTA HURTS CANDY MAKERS 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
Chicago used to be known as the Candy 
Capital of the World. Unfortunately, 
sugar makers, food processors, and 
other sugar users have been driven out 
of the city by high prices. 

Despite all of my other misgivings, I 
had hoped that CAFTA would provide 
us with some relief. But, unfortu-
nately, to let in only 151,000 metric 
tons of sugar from CAFTA countries 
over a 15-year period will not put a 
dent in sugar prices. It will not help 
the candy makers and food processors 
in Chicago. Therefore, I shall vote 
against CAFTA and urge all of my col-
leagues to vote likewise. 

f 

HONORING THE CREW, SCI-
ENTISTS, AND TECHNICIANS OF 
THE ‘‘DISCOVERY’’ 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, in just a 
few moments the Space Shuttle Dis-
covery is due to lift off from its pad in 
Florida. Last year, Mr. Speaker, I was 
a member of the House Committee on 
Science; and in that role I want to ac-
knowledge the wonderful work of the 
scientists and technicians and the crew 
of the Discovery who uphold the great 
tradition of our space program. 

Barely 1 month into my first term in 
the 108th Congress, we lost the Space 
Shuttle Columbia over Texas. We felt 
the concussion from that blast in my 
north Texas district. 

Mr. Speaker, the return to flight was 
pursued in a careful, methodical fash-

ion with a mission of strict adherence 
to safety. On momentous occasions 
like today, we remember those who 
sacrificed their lives, and we honor 
them by continuing America’s quest to 
observe and learn from our galaxy and 
universe. May God guard those mem-
bers while they lift off from Florida 
and see them safely home. 

f 

NO STRAIGHT ANSWERS FROM 
BUSH WHITE HOUSE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, for 2 
years now the Bush White House has 
covered up its involvement in the leak-
ing of a CIA agent’s identity. Now it 
appears members of the administration 
are also misleading a grand jury inves-
tigating whether or not any laws were 
broken when Karl Rove, Scooter Libby, 
and possibly others leaked Valerie 
Plame’s identity to reporters. 

According to reports over the week-
end, CHENEY’s chief of staff, Scooter 
Libby, told the grand jury that he first 
heard about Valerie Plame’s identity 
from NBC’s Tim Russert, but Russert 
claims that that was impossible since 
he did not even know Plame was a CIA 
agent. 

In the meantime, Karl Rove told the 
grand jury that his conversation with 
Time magazine’s Matt Cooper was 
mostly about welfare reform until 
Rove leaked Valerie Plame’s identity 
at the end of the conversation. But 
Cooper says he and Rove never dis-
cussed welfare reform. Instead, he says, 
the entire conversation was about 
Plame. 

Now, despite these alarming discrep-
ancies, Bush continues to support both 
men. Mr. Speaker, our covert CIA 
agents needs President Bush to stand 
firm against these actions now. 

f 

CAFTA BENEFITS AMERICAN 
BUSINESSES 

(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in support of the United States-Domin-
ican Republic-Central American Free 
Trade Agreement. 

The United States and our neighbors 
in Central America and the Dominican 
Republic enjoy a healthy trading rela-
tionship with over $32.6 billion worth of 
goods traded between the United 
States and the six DR–CAFTA coun-
tries just last year. The agreement will 
not only increase exports and income 
for United States farmers, manufactur-
ers and business, but it also will pro-
vide the United States with an oppor-
tunity to enhance the well-being of 
millions in Central America. 

The DR–CAFTA countries are among 
the poorest in the world. According to 
the World Bank, the average person in 
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Nicaragua makes a mere $710 a year. 
The average person in Costa Rica does 
a bit better, but still only makes $4,070 
a year. 

Rather than handouts or loans, the 
United States can quickly improve the 
well-being of millions of our neighbors 
by providing the DR–CAFTA countries 
improved access to our vast markets. 
New business opportunities create new 
jobs, not handouts. In turn, a virtuous 
circle can be created as wealth and in-
come rises along with the demands for 
United States products and services. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on CAFTA. It is good for Amer-
ica’s business. 

f 

HEALTH CARE ACCESS FOR 
LATINOS 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address the Republican leadership’s 
failure to bring up legislation that ac-
tually addresses the health care prob-
lems of American families. 

Currently, 45 million Americans are 
uninsured. Uninsured numbers are even 
worse for the Latino communities 
which have the highest uninsured rate 
of any racial and ethnic group; 13 mil-
lion Latinos are uninsured. That is 
more than one-third of the Nation’s 
Latino population. 

Latinos make up 14 percent of the 
U.S. population, nearly 42 million peo-
ple. Yet the administration’s leader-
ship continues to ignore the significant 
population. This week’s legislation on 
association health plans and medical 
malpractice demonstrates the Repub-
lican leadership’s inability to acknowl-
edge the devastating impact these pro-
posals will have on my community. 

These proposals will facilitate ramp-
ant fraud, raise premiums, and reduce 
benefits to Latino families. If the cur-
rent Republican leadership really 
wants to reduce the number of unin-
sured and reduce health care costs, 
then it needs to bring up legislation to 
the floor that addresses health care 
problems for all American families, in-
cluding the 9.1 million Latino families 
in the U.S. 

f 

CAFTA GOOD FOR WORKERS AND 
CONSUMERS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week 
we will debate CAFTA. All of the Na-
tion’s major newspaper editorial boards 
support CAFTA. Listen to these 
quotes. 

The Washington Post cites a study 
that shows U.S. income would increase 
by $17 billion under CAFTA. The Wall 
Street Journal says CAFTA would ex-
pand the market for U.S. goods with 
the 44 million consumers of six Central 

American countries. The Journal goes 
on to say that American farmers would 
be among the biggest winners under 
CAFTA. 

USA Today says CAFTA would slash 
tariffs on agriculture products coming 
from the U.S. The L.A. Times says the 
benefits of free trade are evenly spread 
across society, citing rapid growth and 
higher income of free trading nations. 

Even the New York Times claims 
that this free trade agreement ‘‘de-
serves to approved.’’ 

In addition to these editorial boards, 
Central American workers and leaders 
overwhelmingly support this agree-
ment. Mr. Speaker, they cannot all be 
wrong. I, therefore, urge my colleagues 
to vote in favor of CAFTA. More trade 
means more jobs. 

f 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE RELIEF 
HURTS THE COUNTRY 

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, we are 
going to be back here this week and try 
to convince the American people that 
we are trying to help them with their 
health care costs by passing yet again 
a medical malpractice insurance relief 
act. 

The really sad thing about this is it 
does not help the cost of health care in 
this country. It does improve the bot-
tom line considerably for the insurance 
companies. But the most egregious 
parts of this is the way it protects the 
irresponsible drug companies. We are 
going to provide tort protection. We 
are going to provide protection from 
lawsuits to Merck who knowingly put a 
product on the market that caused 
139,000 Americans to have hearts at-
tacks unnecessarily. And they knew it 
would do that when they put it on the 
market. 

We are going to provide protection to 
an industry that cares nothing about 
the health of the people. It cares noth-
ing about anything but making a few 
million more dollars. 

I urge this House to defeat that 
measure. 

f 

INSPIRING DISABLED VETERANS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, after returning to the United 
States, many disabled veterans devote 
themselves to their community with 
the same dedication they displayed on 
the battlefields and bases around the 
world. Specifically, thousands of vet-
erans put their skills and talents to use 
by operating successful small busi-
nesses. 

Today, I am proud to announce an 
event that will pay special attention 
and tribute to service-disabled business 
owners. On August 19, Mr. Bernard 

Smith will host a charity golf tour-
nament at Andrews Air Force Base to 
raise money for three disabled veterans 
groups. Twelve disabled veterans who 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom have 
enthusiastically volunteered to partici-
pate in the golf tournament. These 
servicemembers are determined to lead 
full and successful lives and are an in-
spiration to all Americans. 

Mr. Smith’s leadership on this event 
is truly honorable. As a service-dis-
abled business owner, he understands 
the importance of supporting those 
who have already given so much to our 
country. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops; 
and we will never forget September 11 
and the attacks on Egypt. 

f 

PRIVATIZING SOCIAL SECURITY 
(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, when 
are Washington Republicans going to 
listen to the American people? 

At the beginning of this year, Presi-
dent Bush unveiled a general plan that 
would lead to the privatization of So-
cial Security. When his plan was met 
with a lukewarm response, President 
Bush decided that he would travel 
around the Nation for 60 days trying to 
sell the American people on the con-
cept of privatizing Social Security. 

b 1030 
The American people listened, and 

they gave President Bush a resounding 
no. Our constituents paid into Social 
Security, and they want it paid back to 
them when they retire. Cutting Social 
Security benefits that Americans have 
earned should always be a last resort. 

And yet recently there was legisla-
tion introduced by the Republicans 
that would divert payroll contributions 
from Americans to create private ac-
counts. By taking money away from 
Social Security, the Republican plan 
would explode the deficit or force deep 
cuts in guaranteed benefits our Na-
tion’s citizens have already been prom-
ised. 

It is time to listen to our constitu-
ents and realize Americans are not 
going to back Social Security privat-
ization. Let us strengthen Social Secu-
rity rather than destroy it. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF FREE TRADE AND 
CAFTA 

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, this 
week Congress will consider the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement, 
the largest free trade agreement in 
over a decade. I am very proud to sup-
port this agreement that will create 
opportunities for the unemployed, in-
crease wages and improve the standard 
of living for American workers. 
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