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promises a reality for all is to open our doors 
to trade. 

It may also be the best way to fight some 
of our biggest societal problems here at home. 
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TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL SHAPIRO & 
COMPANY 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay spe-
cial tribute to Samuel Shapiro & Company on 
its 90th anniversary. Based in Baltimore, 
Maryland, Samuel Shapiro & Company is one 
of the leading customs brokers in the United 
States. 

Samuel Shapiro & Company was founded in 
August 1915 by Sam Shapiro—the hard-
working son of Russian immigrants. In its first 
year of business, Samuel Shapiro & Com-
pany’s books showed a net cash position of 
only $46.50. Undeterred, Sam Shapiro kept on 
working, building up his company through two 
World Wars and the Great Depression. 

After the end of World War II, Samuel Sha-
piro & Company began to expand, opening up 
offices in Norfolk, Dulles and Baltimore-Wash-
ington (then Friendship) Airport. The company 
was passed on to Sam Shapiro’s son Sig-
mund who guided it through the many techno-
logical transformations of the second half of 
the 20th century. 

The new millennium has brought a new 
generation of Shapiro family members to man-
age the expanding company, which now has 
eight offices from New York to Savannah. Sig 
Shapiro’s son Robert is now the company’s 
lawyer and his daughter Majorie has taken his 
place as President & CEO. Under Majorie 
Shapiro, Samuel Shapiro & Company has 
maintained its reputation for delivering the 
highest quality of personalized customer serv-
ice while using the most modern techniques 
available to provide that service. 

I hope my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives will join me in saluting this 
third generation family business that has pro-
vided 90 years of the highest quality service to 
customers while maintaining a reputation as a 
model corporate citizen. 
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A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
FRANCES WILKINSON 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Frances 
Wilkinson has been a faithful member of the 
Board of Trustees of Belmont Senior Services 
for 25 years; and 

Whereas, Frances Wilkinson has lovingly 
guided and nurtured the Belmont County Sen-
ior Services molding it into a effective and pro-
ductive agency; and 

Whereas, Frances Wilkinson has estab-
lished a legacy of dedication to a worthy agen-
cy that provides care for the elderly citizens of 
Belmont County. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the 
18th Congressional District of Ohio and the 

entire State in commending Frances Wilkinson 
for her outstanding ability to give of herself to 
others for the past 25 years. 
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HONORING WILLIAM C. POLACEK, 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD HONOREE 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
share with you and my Colleagues a tribute to 
a man who has contributed to the economic 
development and community development of 
the 12th Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. William C. Polacek, who has over 
twenty years of knowledge working in the steel 
fabrication industry. Mr. Polacek is not only a 
business man, but a civic minded individual 
who gives back to his community. 

Born and raised in Daisytown, Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. Polacek started out working in the 
family business, Johnny’s Welding. In 1987, 
he purchased the business from his father; 
and through a great work ethic and superior 
workforce, the company has thrived and 
grown over the years to over seven hundred 
employees in two states. As well, he owns 
other businesses in the area. Mr. Polacek has 
always focused on ‘‘treating employees the 
way he would want to be treated.’’ 

Mr. Polacek has received numerous awards 
and honors for his success in business. His 
many awards are: 1994 Who’s Who in Busi-
ness; 1995 Dale Carnegie Highest Achieve-
ment; 1996 Western Pennsylvania Entre-
preneur of the Year; 1997 Featured in ‘‘Follow 
That Dream,’’ a Public Broadcasting Station 
national documentary; 1997 Cambria/Som-
erset County Entrepreneur of the Year; 1998 
Arthur Anderson award for ‘‘Motivating and 
Retaining Employees in Western Pennsyl-
vania; 2002 Chapel of the 4 Chaplains Award; 
2004 ‘‘Forbes Magazine’’ story about his En-
trepreneur character and for creating and 
keeping jobs in Johnstown. 

Community service will be a legacy he will 
leave with our area for generations. Mr. 
Polacek and his family founded a non-profit 
organization, The Polacek Family Human 
Needs Foundation, which is devoted to assist-
ing the community. Besides his foundation, 
other civic groups benefit from his involve-
ment, such as the Junior Achievement, Mom’s 
House, Johnstown Area Heritage Association, 
The Chamber of Commerce Advisory Board, 
Johnstown Area Regional Industries, 
Geistown-Richland Pee Wee Football League, 
and Venture Quest (a local entrepreneur 
group). 

Currently, Mr. Polacek, his wife Sherry and 
their four children live in Richland Township. 
Johnstown Welding and Fabrication Industries 
was founded on a commitment to family and 
family values and continues to flourish in the 
Johnstown area. These values will be a lasting 
tribute to Mr. Polacek and his family. 

Here in the 12th Congressional District, we 
are grateful to Mr. Polacek not only for his 
economic investment in the community, but 
his civic legacy to the future. I wish to con-
gratulate Mr. William C. Polacek on receiving 
The Inter-Service Club Council of Greater 
Johnstown Achievement Award, and I wish 
him continued success. 

CONGRATULATING PATRICIA A. 
TOMSHO ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT FOLLOWING 37 
YEARS IN THE HUMAN SERVICE 
FIELD 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Pa-
tricia Tomsho, of Hazleton, Pennsylvania, who 
is retiring after 37 years in the human service 
field. 

Since 1968, Ms. Tomsho has been affiliated 
with United Charities in West Hazleton. Ini-
tially, she served as director of social services 
which entailed coordination of services, regu-
lation compliance, service delivery, supervision 
of personnel, program planning, evaluation of 
service delivery and client advocacy. 

From 1985 to the present, Ms. Tomsho has 
served as executive director of United Char-
ities and United Children’s Homes. In that ca-
pacity, she has been responsible for budget 
development and fiscal administration, per-
sonnel recruitment and management, regula-
tion compliance and coordination of services, 
program proposal and grant writing, coordina-
tion of building and grounds improvement and 
board preparation and management. 

A graduate of Ursin us College where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology, Ms. 
Tomsho also graduated from Bryn Mawr Col-
lege where she earned a master’s degree in 
social work and social service administration. 

From 1974 through 1982, Ms. Tomsho 
worked at Northeast Counseling Services in 
Hazleton as a crisis interventionist, therapist 
and client advocate. 

She is active in her church as a Sunday 
School teacher and member of the choir. She 
has served as a loaned executive for the 
United Way. And she has given selflessly of 
herself working to combat domestic violence 
and homelessness. She is an instructor at 
Marywood College and is frequently called 
upon to speak to various groups. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Tomsho on the completion of a re-
markable career. Her devotion to the needs of 
others has benefited thousands over the years 
and has contributed to elevating the quality of 
life in the Hazleton area of Luzerne County. 
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A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
JILL THOMPSON 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Jill Thomp-
son is being recognized as the Athen’s County 
Auditor; and 

Whereas, Jill Thompson is being honored 
as the Distinguished County Auditor; and 

Whereas, Jill Thompson should be com-
mended for her completion of 100 or more 
hours of continuing education during her office 
term. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Jill Thompson for her 
outstanding accomplishment. 
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