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Today, we must not only celebrate the pas-

sage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, we must 
breathe new life into this bill. 

As several provisions of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 expire in 2007, namely the 
preclearance and bilingual provisions, I urge 
the President and this Congress to make cer-
tain reauthorization does not become a back 
burner issue. 

Lastly, I applaud my colleagues of this body 
who are the stalwarts on the issues of civil 
rights and voting rights, particularly Represent-
atives JOHN LEWIS, JOHN CONYERS and CHAR-
LIE RANGEL. I also applaud Reverend Jesse 
Jackson and many other faith leaders who 
continue to stand up for civil rights and human 
rights. 

Again, I say to my colleagues that we 
should use every resource in Congress, espe-
cially those resources encapsulated in the 
Help America Vote Act, to ensure that every 
vote that is cast is counted. 
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TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY ELLIOTT 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Shirley Elliott, 
an exceptional Kentuckian. Elliott, a 72-year- 
old deputy sheriff, has served and protected 
the people of Knox County with distinction for 
35 years. A man this committed to the safety 
and well being of his community deserves our 
recognition. 

Like many eastern Kentucky teenagers from 
his generation, Elliott was prepared to work in 
the dark coal mines of Appalachia. He began 
helping his father haul coal out of the mines 
at the age of 15. In 1970, while he worked at 
a coal tipple in Knox County, he received an 
offer from then-Sheriff Jim Matt Mooneyham to 
become deputy sheriff. After a short time on 
duty, Elliott knew he had found his lifelong 
calling. 

Thirty-five years later, Elliott is a pillar of the 
community that he serves and protects. The 
community and law enforcement officers in 
Knox County hold him in high regard, and he 
has earned a reputation as a mediator. Cur-
rent Sheriff John Pickard recently told a Ken-
tucky paper, ‘‘He’s probably the best I’ve ever 
seen at calming a dangerous situation.’’ Elliott 
says his strategy involves simply giving people 
time and space to cool off. During 35 years of 
service, he has never had to fire his .44-cal-
iber Smith & Wesson during a potentially dan-
gerous encounter. 

Deputy Sheriff Elliott no longer works the 
night shift, which leaves more time for him to 
work in his garden and spend time with his 
wife Nikki and their children and grand-
children. He has considered retirement, but, 
for now, continues to proudly wear his badge. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues 
and myself, I want to thank Deputy Sheriff 
Shirley Elliott for his sacrifice and service on 
behalf of the people of Knox County, Ken-
tucky. His dedication and integrity are an in-
spiration to us all. 

THE CRISIS IN NIGER—WE STILL 
HAVE NOT LEARNED 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to draw at-
tention to the crisis taking place now in the na-
tion of Niger. Niger is currently facing one 
ofthe worst hunger crises in its history fol-
lowing severe drought and the country’s worst 
locust invasion in 15 years. 

The World Food Program maintains that 3.6 
million of Niger’s 11.5 million people face food 
shortages, while 2.5 million are on the brink of 
starvation. Some families are trying to survive 
by eating leaves and wild roots. The most vul-
nerable are young children, with 800,000 ‘‘at 
risk’’, according to WFP. Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) reports that 10–15 are dying 
every week. 

The United Nations’ initial efforts to address 
the food crisis have been severely hindered by 
the slow response of the international commu-
nity. It first alerted the international community 
to Niger’s food shortages in November 2004. 
Subsequent appeals in March and May were 
both left unfulfilled. By July 2005 its $30.7 mil-
lion appeal had still not been fully funded. 
Government officials in Niger and international 
aid workers say a slow response from donor 
countries to months of appeals has allowed 
the situation to spiral to emergency status. 

Recent images coming from Niger over the 
last few days, along with increased calls from 
media and aid groups, has elicited an inter-
national response. Desperately needed food 
aid is now starting to get into the hands of the 
people, but more is needed. The U.S. an-
nounced on Tuesday, that it would be sending 
$7 million of food related assistance to the re-
gion, in addition to $1.6 million in emergency 
assistance it gave in May, and $4.6 million in 
overall 2005 assistance. 

While this is welcomed, the slow pace of the 
response is cause for concern, especially after 
the Bush Administration announced in June 
that it would allocate $674.4 million in emer-
gency food aid to Africa in 2005. Aid experts 
have asserted that the cost per person of ad-
dressing the Niger crisis has increased nearly 
100 fold because of the delay in assistance. 

Unfortunately, the situation in Niger had to 
deteriorate to a point where the world was 
again seeing emaciated children on the brink 
of death before it acted. This simply cannot 
continue to happen if we are to end the un-
necessary occurrence of famine. Indeed, lead-
ers in the field of humanitarian assistance are 
asking for a shift in the way that the world re-
sponds to such challenges. 

A July 26th article in USA Today entitled 
‘‘Aid Workers Say Niger Crisis Illustrates Need 
For Reform’’, includes the opinions of Clare 
Godfrey, head of humanitarian advocacy for 
the aid group Oxfam. 

Ms. Godfrey argues that the United Nations 
should establish a $1 billion emergency fam-
ine relief fund to quickly respond to potential 
famine crises at the very first signs of trouble. 
Such a system would be much more cost ef-
fective, and prevent the unnecessary loss of 
life that we have seen in Niger. Ms. Godfrey 

further argues that such a mechanism could 
be agreed to at the upcoming U.N. Summit in 
September. 

One could also argue that the famine fund 
approach may be a more efficient use of the 
$674.4 million in African emergency food aid 
which President Bush pledged in June. All one 
can say for sure is that the current inter-
national response to famine crises is inad-
equate—the people of Niger can attest to that. 

[From USA Today, July 26, 2005] 

AID WORKERS SAY NIGER CRISIS ILLUSTRATES 
NEED FOR REFORM 

(By Francis Temman) 

LONDON—Repeated U.N. appeals for money 
for Niger to save starving children were not 
answered until the situation became des-
perate, showing why the world needs to 
change the way it responds to humanitarian 
crises, aid workers say. 

Donations have jumped dramatically in 
the last week because of increased media at-
tention and TV images of the famine, U.N. 
humanitarian chief Jan Egeland has said. 

Mike Kiernan, a spokesman for Save the 
Children USA, said children are especially 
vulnerable when food is in short supply, so 
the world must respond quickly. 

‘‘We believe that governments and the 
United Nations must and can do more to 
help protect children in every stage of a hu-
manitarian esponse,’’ Kiernan said Tuesday. 

A key, he said, was mobilizing public opin-
ion. He said Save the Children had seen an 
extraordinary response from Americans to 
appsals made on its behalf by actor Brad Pitt 
for another African country, Ethiopia. 

John O’Shea, chief executive of the Irish 
aid agency Goal, said one way of shocking 
the world into action might be for the 
United Nations to declare itself incapable of 
responding. 

He said the international community too 
often sits back and expects the United Na-
tions to act as its ‘‘fire brigade’’—which ‘‘it 
isn’t.’’ 

‘‘It’s a collection of organizations, some 
good, some reasonably good, some bureau-
cratic, some full of corruption, some waste-
ful,’’ O’Shea said. ‘‘The bottom line is they 
are not doing the job.’’ 

The United Nations first appealed for help 
for Niger in November and got almost no re-
sponse. A March appeal for $16 million got 
about $1 million. A May 25 plea for $30.7 mil-
lion has received $7.6 million—about 25 per-
cent of the amount requested’’ U.N. officials 
say. 

The British aid agency Oxfam said the 
United Nations should instead have a $1 bil-
lion emergency fund to draw on when it sees 
situations like the one in Niger developing. 

Oxfam said the emergency fund should be 
adopted at a summit in September at which 
U.N. states are to consider proposed reforms. 

‘‘It’s a real opportunity to change things 
around . . . how the world responds to crises 
like Niger,’’ Clare Godfrey, Oxfam’s head of 
humanitarian advocacy, said in an interview. 

If the fund had been in place in November 
when the U.N. first pleaded for help for 
Niger, the money could have been drawn 
from it immediately, Godfrey said. 

Hilary Benn, Britain’s Cabinet minister for 
international aid, proposed such a fund last 
year, Godfrey said. 

‘‘The Nigers of the world won’t happen 
again if there’s commitment behind the 
rhetoric,’’ Godfrey said. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, 15 years ago, 
landmark civil rights legislation—the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA)— was en-
acted to provide a clear and comprehensive 
national mandate for the elimination of dis-
crimination against individuals with disabilities. 

As we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, we reaffirm 
the simple premise—and the law of the land— 
that every American has the right to live inde-
pendently and to fully participate in all aspects 
of our society. 

We also celebrate the hard-fought victories 
that have resulted in social inclusion so that 
individuals with disabilities will not be isolated 
and living separate lives. However, we would 
be remiss to think that all the barriers are be-
hind us or that we are close to meeting the 
goals of the ADA. 

Complete implementation of ADA policies is 
necessary, so that individuals with disabilities 
can obtain jobs for which they qualify. Full and 
equal access for individuals with disabilities in 
regards to education, governmental services, 
public accommodations, transportation, hous-
ing, and the right to vote must also be se-
cured. 

Let us remember, that this 15th commemo-
ration of the ADA is our call to renew our ef-
forts, to realize the promise of the ADA and to 
continue to work towards the restoration of full 
protections for disabled Americans. 

f 

SOLIDARITY ON 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as we com-
memorate the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which 
occurred this week, I would like to share the 
attached Statement of Solidarity, signed by 
170 national organizations and numerous 
state and local organizations. This Statement 
of Solidarity demonstrates the strong commit-
ment in our nation for building upon the 
progress achieved in the first fifteen years 
after passage of the ADA, and continuing to 
strive to improve the lives of all Americans 
with disabilities. 
STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY ON 15TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT—JULY 26, 2005 
Fifteen years ago today, with bipartisan 

support in Congress and broad endorsements 
from the civil rights coalition, President 
George H. W. Bush signed into law the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act (ADA), calling for 
the ‘‘shameful wall of exclusion’’ to come 
tumbling down. As we mark this significant 
anniversary, we celebrate improvements in 
access to polling places and the secret ballot, 
government services and programs, transpor-
tation, public places, communication and in-

formation technology. Parents pushing 
strollers, workers delivering packages, and 
travelers pulling roller bags have grown ac-
customed to curb cuts, ramps, and other ac-
cessibility features less common in 1990. Our 
country is more accessible today thanks to 
the ADA, and all Americans are better off. 

Although substantial progress has been 
made, we are reminded every day of the sig-
nificant remnants of the ‘‘shameful wall of 
exclusion’’ that continue to prevent this 
great country from realizing the full promise 
of the ADA. The majority of Americans with 
disabilities continue to live in poverty and 
unnecessary isolation. Most adults with dis-
abilities are either not working or not work-
ing to their full potential, robbing the econ-
omy of the contributions of tens of millions 
of would-be workers. Children and youth in 
special education continue to drop out of 
school in alarming numbers before obtaining 
a regular high school diploma. The promises 
of higher education, accessible and afford-
able housing and transportation, quality af-
fordable healthcare, and a living wage con-
tinue to elude many adults with disabilities 
and their families. The ADA is slowly driv-
ing policy changes that have enabled more 
people with significant mental and physical 
disabilities to live independently in the com-
munity, but the ongoing institutional bias in 
the Medicaid program keeps too many people 
trapped in nursing homes and other institu-
tions, unable to enjoy the freedoms and per-
sonal choices about where and how to live 
that other Americans take for granted. 

New technologies are increasing the inde-
pendence and productivity of many Ameri-
cans. Yet, advances in technology alone are 
not guaranteed to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities. As we develop applications 
like Voice-over-Internet-Protocol (VOIP) te-
lephony, wireless telecommunications, wide-
spread broadband internet connectivity, new 
medical devices, new computer applications, 
and a plethora of new genetic tests, it is crit-
ical that these technologies be designed and 
used in a way that increases the inclusion, 
independence, and empowerment of Ameri-
cans with disabilities as well as America’s 
growing senior population. 

The ADA has begun to change the land-
scape of our cities and towns, but a civil 
rights law alone does not create the kind of 
transformation of attitudes that Americans 
with disabilities, their families, and allies 
are fighting to achieve. This kind of change 
requires widespread discussion, education, 
and consciousness-raising. 

In 2005, how do fears, myths, and stereo-
types continue to artificially limit under-
standing and acceptance of disability as a 
form of human diversity? What role do the 
mass media and entertainment industries 
play in forming public perceptions of dis-
ability, and how can decision makers in 
these important fields be influenced to 
produce more content that depicts the actual 
life experience and first person perspectives 
of people with disabilities? What can be done 
to further improve accessibility at the de-
sign stage of new products and programs? 
How can disability awareness and disability- 
friendly practices create more productive 
places of business and learning? What con-
crete actions can worship communities and 
sports and recreation programs take to fos-
ter full participation of children, youth, and 
adults with disabilities in these activities? 

Why do so many Americans continue to 
view disability as a fate worse than death, 
and how do these views affect surrogate med-
ical decision making and the application of 
new genetic testing technologies? 

These questions form the basis of an Amer-
ican conversation that still needs to take 
place. 

Widespread social change cannot 
simply be legislated, and it will not 

occur without bold leadership from all 
sectors of American society. 

Public and private employers, in par-
ticular, must make a serious, concerted ef-
fort to recruit and advance qualified workers 
with disabilities within their labor force. 

Election officials must take the necessary 
actions to ensure that every adult is able to 
enter his or her polling place and cast a se-
cret and independent vote. 

School administrators and university 
presidents must embrace their responsibility 
to deliver a worldclass education to all their 
students. 

It is time for leaders across America—busi-
ness owners, little league coaches, moms and 
dads, sheriffs and clergy—to reject exclusion, 
paternalism, and segregation and to take 
personal responsibility for removing barriers 
to full participation that still exist in every 
community in this country. 

With the aim of making America work bet-
ter for everyone, the undersigned organiza-
tions pledge to build on the progress of the 
last 15 years and join together to promote 
the full participation and self-determination 
of the more than 50 million U.S. children and 
adults with disabilities. We believe that dis-
ability is a natural part of the human experi-
ence that in no way should limit the right of 
all people to make choices, pursue meaning-
ful careers, live independently, and partici-
pate fully in all aspects of society. We en-
courage every American to join us in this 
cause, so that our country may continue on 
the path that leads to liberty and justice for 
all. 

Signed (as of July 25, 2005): 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AAPD (American Association of People 
with Disabilities); AARP; Abilities, 
Inc.; ABILITY Awareness/ABILITY 
Magazine; ADA Watch/National Coali-
tion for Disability Rights; ADAPT; 
AFL–CIO; ALDA, Inc. (Association of 
Late-Deafened Adults); Alliance for 
Children and Families; Alliance for 
Public Technology (APT); Alliance for 
Retired Americans; American Academy 
of Audiology; American Academy of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation; 
American Association for Active Life-
styles and Fitness; American Associa-
tion of Leisure and Recreation; Amer-
ican Association of Mental Retarda-
tion; American Association of the 
Deaf-Blind (AADB); American Associa-
tion of University Women; American 
Association on Health and Disability; 
American Congress of Community Sup-
ports and Employment Services; Amer-
ican Council of the Blind; American 
Counseling Association; American 
Dance Therapy Association; American 
Diabetes Association; American Fed-
eration of State, County and Municipal 
Employees; American Foundation for 
the Blind; 

American Institute on Domestic Vio-
lence; American Medical Student Asso-
ciation; American Medical Women’s 
Association (AMWA); American Music 
Therapy Association; American Net-
work of Community Options and Re-
sources (ANCOR); American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association; American 
Psychological Association; American 
Public Health Association; American 
Therapeutic Recreation Association; 
Americans for Democratic Action 
(ADA); Amputee Coalition of America 
(ACA); APSE: The Network on Employ-
ment; Assistive Technology Industry 
Association (ATIA); Association of As-
sistive Technology Act Programs 
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