July 29, 2005

Mr. Speaker, it is with heart-felt sorrow, yet
great admiration and appreciation that | ask
my colleagues to join me today in saluting
David Morales, a wonderful husband and fa-
ther, a cherished friend, and an inspirational
example of America’s dream come true. May
his generosity and dedication to opening doors
for others be remembered and carried on by
his family and those of us who were fortunate
enough to call him friend. David, you left us
more than you could ever know.

—

RECOGNIZING THE ATHLETIC
EXCELLENCE OF MARIBEL ZURITA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the athletic excellence of Maribel Zurita.

Maribel Zurita made her pro boxing debut
on July 31, 2001, in San Antonio, the city
where she was born and raised. San Antonio
still serves as her base, and she continues to
train in the area. Maribel held the IFBA
Flyweight title from 2004 to 2005.

Aptly nicknamed “Little Thunder,” Zurita
more than makes up for her smaller size
through a fierce tenacity and effervescent en-
ergy in the ring. She possesses a unique com-
bination of grace and toughness which, when
complemented by her skill and agility, make
her a formidable opponent.

Maribel has succeeded in raising the profile
of an industry so often dominated by men
through her charismatic style and charm. She
wins over fans of all ages and nationalities
with ease. Zurita brings a professional attitude
and a commitment to sportsmanship, charac-
teristics that are all too often absent in many
aspects of today’s professional athletics.

I am honored to recognize Maribel Zurita for
her remarkable success in athletics and be-
yond. Her work ethic and dedication provide
an outstanding example for any aspiring ath-
lete.

COMMEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MESQUITE RE-
PUBLICAN WOMEN

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate the 30th anniver-
sary of the Mesquite Republican Women. On
July 14, 1975, at the home of Mrs. Poppy
Airhart, the Mesquite Republican Women were
formed, based on the guiding principle of the
National Federation of Republican Women, “to
foster and encourage loyalty to the Republican
Party and the ideals for which it stands.”

For the past 30 years the Mesquite Repub-
lican Women has worked hard to promote the
principles of the Grand Old Party and to elect
Republican leaders from the Courthouse to
the White House.

The Mesquite Republican Women are truly
helping make our community and our country
a better place to live. The Mesquite Repub-
lican Women continue to strengthen the Re-
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publican Party through candidate recruitment,
training and election activities as well as advo-
cating the GOP common sense conservative
philosophy of faith, family, free enterprise, and
freedom.

Today, | would like to honor the first officers
of the Mesquite Republican Women. President
Mrs. Kay Ballard, 1st Vice President Mrs.
Poppy Airhart, 2nd Vice President Mrs. Janice
Houston, 3rd Vice President Mrs. Elaine
Bernhagen, Secretary Mrs. Jonette Thornhill,
and Treasurer Mrs. Ginger Kraft. These strong
Republican women embody the energy, vi-
sions and values of our party.

———

THE APOLLO THEATER PROVISION
CONTAINED IN THE HIGHWAY
CONFERENCE REPORT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank all of my colleagues on the highway
conference for including in the highway con-
ference report a provision that would allow the
Apollo Theater in Harlem, New York, to apply
for historic tax credits, notwithstanding their re-
maining two EDA grants from the Economic
Development Administration.

As most of my colleagues know, the 1,500
seat Apollo Theater is truly “where stars are
born and legends are made.” A historic land-
mark building, the Apollo was responsible for
launching the careers of artists including
Sarah Vaughn, Elle Fitzgerald, James Brown,
Stevie Wonder, Gladys Knight, Ray Charles
and Luther Vandross, just to name a few. The
Apollo is also an economic engine for the
community with annual audiences of over
400,000 which generates almost $100 million
annually to the local economy.

The 1914 Apollo building had begun to
decay over the years and in the year 2000 the
foundation began a capital campaign to make
needed repairs and upgrades. The foundation
has raised over $35 million from the public
and private sectors to date.

The language included in the conference re-
port on H.R. 3, will allow the Apollo Theater to
capture other fundraising venues, including
historic tax credits, notwithstanding the EDA
grants numbered 01-01-07308 and 01-01—
07552. The language would release EDA from
the perimeters of the two grants and thus
allow the Apollo to complete the renovation.

Again, | thank my colleagues for their con-
sideration and approval of this provision and |
yield the floor.

————

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CAREFLITE EMER-
GENCY RESCUE TEAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 2005
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise so
that | may celebrate the 25th anniversary of
the CareFlite Emergency Rescue Team. This

non-profit rescue organization provides a cru-
cial service to north central Texas serving

E1719

nearly six million people in 100 counties and
communities within a 150-mile radius of Dal-
las-Fort Worth.

Just this past year, CareFlite answered the
call of duty 19,000 times with one of their six
helicopters or one of their 21 ambulances.
They are able to get a medical team to a site,
stabilize the injured and transport them to the
nearest medical facilities in a matter of min-
utes. Especially in situations where injuries af-
fect several systems, this quick response time
can make all the difference.

Beyond saving lives, CareFlite is very active
in the communities which it serves. They offer
the “Third Rider” and “Landing Zone” pro-
grams to educate other medical professionals
about their area of expertise; and, perhaps
most importantly, CareFlite works closely with
the Texas Alcohol and Beverage Commission
to put on their “Shattered Dreams” program to
educate high school students about the dan-
gers of underage drinking.

CareFlite provides an invaluable service to
the Metroplex and it is imperative that we rec-
ognize that service. These men and women
who dedicate their lives to saving others truly
make every precious minute count.

——
H.R. 3199: USA PATRIOT AND TER-
RORISM PREVENTION REAU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2005
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my opposition to the bill we consider
today—H.R. 3199—which extends certain con-
troversial provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act.
As many of my colleagues have pointed out,
the PATRIOT Act is already the law of the
land. However, what we consider today—and
what | am opposing—are the extension of 16
sunsetted provisions that increase access to
personal information. | voted to support the
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001; | did so because
there was a structured and reasonable limit to
how long these questionable provisions would
be in effect. In the bill we consider today, the
sunsets have been either removed or ex-
tended to such unreasonable lengths that they
are rendered pointless.

In the 4 years since the bill has passed, lit-
tle effort has been expended to ensure that
the civil liberties of the American people are
not being violated. As such, | will oppose this
bill today, but | do not foreclose supporting
this bill in the future should it come back with
improved and more acceptable language that
provides for the strong oversight we need to
effectively combat terrorism while at the same
time maintaining our civil liberties.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROSA PARKS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 2005
Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to give honor to Rosa Parks, considered

to be the pioneer of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, who protested the discrimination of
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