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George Allen Alford, Jr., USMC, who was
killed in action on July 31, 1968.

Corporal Alford joined the Marine Corps at
age 18 in 1966 and served on the U.S.S. Gal-
veston as a Captain’s Orderly. He left the Gal-
veston in May of 1968 after volunteering for
active duty in Vietnam. By the time he was 20
years old, Corporal Alford was a Squad Lead-
er of the 3rd Platoon of Echo Company, 2nd
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment of the 1st Ma-
rine Division. He participated in numerous op-
erations in Vietnam including Operation Hous-
ton Ill, Houston IV and Mameluke Thrust Il. It
was during Operation Mameluke Thrust Il that
Corporal Alford was killed in action on July 31,
1968.

In the words of his Commanding Officer,

“George was a singularly fine Marine non-
commissioned officer. His enthusiasm, cour-
age and complete devotion to duty won for
him the respect of all who knew him.”

Corporal Alford’s sister, Brenda (now Bren-
da Alford Kaiser), wrote the following poem at
the time of her brother’s death:

Late on a hot evening,

In a rice field in Viet Nam,

My brother gave his young life,

For the cause of liberty.

Marines like my brother are no cowards,
From their foes they do not hide,

For their courage always has been
America’s cause to live or die.

They trudged the marshes of Viet Nam,
In the mud thick and black,

And never once did they complain,
When Charlie was on their backs.
America can be proud of those,

Who are United States Marines,

For they still die for us today,

Just to keep our Nation free.

Mr. Speaker, it is heroes like Corporal
George Allen Alford, Jr., and the family mem-
bers and colleagues keeping memories of him
alive, who make America strong. It is an honor
to represent his community in the U.S. House
of Representatives and | urge you to join me
in honoring his service and the ultimate sac-
rifice he made for the country he loved.

DRUG TRAFFICKING IN WEST AF-
RICA—A GROWING SOURCE OF
CONCERN

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, in the aftermath
of the G-8 summit, there has been much
hope for the prospects of the African con-
tinent. While | too share in these hopeful senti-
ments | am well aware that we must remain
vigilant in guarding against threats to the con-
tinent’'s development. A July 28th report from
the San Diego Union Tribune entitled “South
American drug cartels lured to West Africa,” is
one of a number of recent reports which detail
the increasing presence of narco-traffic in
West Africa.

Apparently, international drug cartels are in-
creasingly using West Africa as a hub for drug
shipments into Europe and North America.
The political instability and inadequate govern-
ment capacity which these countries experi-
ence provides the perfect environment for
these cartels to operate. Even countries such
as Ghana, which have been lauded for their
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good governance, will be challenged to dedi-
cate resources to stopping this activity, when
they have so many other issues to address.

The increasing problem of African drug traf-
ficking is just one more reason why the Bush
Administration must keep its promise to signifi-
cantly increase aid to Africa, as the stakes
continue to grow.

[From the San Diego Union Tribune, July 28,
2005]

SOUTH AMERICAN DRUG CARTELS LURED TO
WEST AFRICA

(By Nick Tattersall)

DAKAR.—South American drug cartels are
moving their logistics bases to West Africa,
lured by lax policing in an unstable region
and the presence of small, underground
criminal groups, United Nations experts say.

Drug cartels are increasingly using West
Africa as a hub for smuggling, working with
criminal networks from the region who mar-
ket cannabis, cocaine and heroin in Europe
and North America, according to the U.N.
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

“If you look at recent seizures of cocaine,
the biggest are all linked to groups with op-
erations on the West African coast,” Antonio
Mazzitelli, head of UNODC’s regional office
for West and Central Africa, told Reuters in
an interview.

Consignments of cocaine would mainly
come in from Latin America through the
Cape Verde islands off the Atlantic coast, or
through Ghana, Nigeria and Togo, from
where they would be re-exported to markets
including Spain, Portugal and the United
Kingdom.

Spanish authorities seized nearly three
tons of cocaine on a Ghana-registered vessel
in international waters off the African coast
just three days ago, arresting 12 Ghanaians,
four Koreans and two Spaniards.

Spain said the traffickers had picked up
the drugs in an unidentified South American
country and refuelled along the African
coast before setting off for Europe.

Major shipments of heroin produced in
southern Asia were also transiting through
West Africa, particularly Ivory Coast, after
being flown by air couriers from Kenya and
Ethiopia, UNODC said in a recent study on
crime in Africa.

HARD TO CRACK

West Africa is seen as an attractive transit
centre for international drug traffickers be-
cause the criminal networks already in place
around the region have proven notoriously
difficult for police and customs officers to
break.

Operating as flexible networks of individ-
uals rather than large-scale, hierarchical or-
ganizations, they can market illicit products
to diaspora populations in drug consuming
countries and recruit couriers among a cheap
labor force available at home.

“One of the reasons these networks can
abandon traditional command-and-control
relations is that many of them are grounded
in a common ethnicity,” UNODC said in its
study.

‘“‘Betraying compatriots is not only in vio-
lation of deeply ingrained values, it can re-
sult in exclusion from this vital support
base,” it said.

While war crimes prosecutors in Sierra
Leone have said international terrorists
have used the West African diamond trade to
fund their operations, UNODC said no clear
links had been established to the drugs
trade, though that could change.

“This is the sort of environment within
which organised criminal and terrorist
groups can grow. There are many well-prov-
en cases of terrorist groups going hand in
hand with drug cartels,” Mazzitelli said, tak-
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ing Taliban fighters in Afghanistan and rebel
groups in Colombia as examples.

“In Spain the terror attack was financed if
not entirely then partially through drug
trafficking,”” he said, referring to bomb at-
tacks which killed 191 people in packed rush
hour trains in Madrid in March 2004.

Mindful of the threat posed by criminal
groups operating across borders, police
forces around Africa have linked up to a
global satellite communication system run
by Interpol which is supposed to track fugi-
tives and stolen goods.

Interpol Secretary-General Ronald Noble
told reporters in Ghana this month that 31
African countries were now connected to the
system.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today so
that | may recognize the contribution of
ENTECH Inc., an energy company in my dis-
trict, and to celebrate the passing of H.R. 6,
The Energy Policy Act of 2005.

Located in Keller, Texas since 1995,
ENTECH has created solar energy systems
which are capable of providing renewable
electrical power without emissions and at a re-
duced cost. ENTECH is the world’s leading
manufacturer of concentrating photovoltaic
solar systems. In addition to electrical output,
ENTECH systems can also produce hot water
or other thermal energy outputs. ENTECH'’s
“SunLine” technology is able to provide clean
and quiet energy for plumbing and lighting
systems for a variety of applications ranging
from commercial establishments to, most re-
cently, the space program.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 will provide
tax relief to individuals and businesses invest-
ing in solar energy. It also creates a goal of
instilling solar energy systems in 20,000 Fed-
eral building within the next 5 years.

ENTECH is having a significant impact on
our community and our Nation, and | am
proud to have them within the 26th Congres-
sional District of Texas.

———

ON THE LIFE AND SUDDEN DEATH
OF HONORABLE ARTHUR E.
TEELE, JR.

HON. CORRINE BROWN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of the
Third Congressional District of Florida, | stand
today with a heavy heart following the sudden
and tragic death of Mr. Arthur E. Teele, Jr.

On Wednesday, July 27, 2005 the State of
Florida, this Nation, and | lost a great friend,
patriot, and champion for the less fortunate.
His death marks the end of a great career as
a statesman, political leader, visionary, deco-
rated veteran, attorney, newspaper publisher
and family man.

Arthur Teele was an imposing figure, astute
and sharp of mind and wit. He was as diverse
as he was intuitive in matters of people, poli-
tics and the driving forces behind change.
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