July 29, 2005

George Allen Alford, Jr., USMC, who was
killed in action on July 31, 1968.

Corporal Alford joined the Marine Corps at
age 18 in 1966 and served on the U.S.S. Gal-
veston as a Captain’s Orderly. He left the Gal-
veston in May of 1968 after volunteering for
active duty in Vietnam. By the time he was 20
years old, Corporal Alford was a Squad Lead-
er of the 3rd Platoon of Echo Company, 2nd
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment of the 1st Ma-
rine Division. He participated in numerous op-
erations in Vietnam including Operation Hous-
ton Ill, Houston IV and Mameluke Thrust Il. It
was during Operation Mameluke Thrust Il that
Corporal Alford was killed in action on July 31,
1968.

In the words of his Commanding Officer,

“George was a singularly fine Marine non-
commissioned officer. His enthusiasm, cour-
age and complete devotion to duty won for
him the respect of all who knew him.”

Corporal Alford’s sister, Brenda (now Bren-
da Alford Kaiser), wrote the following poem at
the time of her brother’s death:

Late on a hot evening,

In a rice field in Viet Nam,

My brother gave his young life,

For the cause of liberty.

Marines like my brother are no cowards,
From their foes they do not hide,

For their courage always has been
America’s cause to live or die.

They trudged the marshes of Viet Nam,
In the mud thick and black,

And never once did they complain,
When Charlie was on their backs.
America can be proud of those,

Who are United States Marines,

For they still die for us today,

Just to keep our Nation free.

Mr. Speaker, it is heroes like Corporal
George Allen Alford, Jr., and the family mem-
bers and colleagues keeping memories of him
alive, who make America strong. It is an honor
to represent his community in the U.S. House
of Representatives and | urge you to join me
in honoring his service and the ultimate sac-
rifice he made for the country he loved.

DRUG TRAFFICKING IN WEST AF-
RICA—A GROWING SOURCE OF
CONCERN

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, in the aftermath
of the G-8 summit, there has been much
hope for the prospects of the African con-
tinent. While | too share in these hopeful senti-
ments | am well aware that we must remain
vigilant in guarding against threats to the con-
tinent’'s development. A July 28th report from
the San Diego Union Tribune entitled “South
American drug cartels lured to West Africa,” is
one of a number of recent reports which detail
the increasing presence of narco-traffic in
West Africa.

Apparently, international drug cartels are in-
creasingly using West Africa as a hub for drug
shipments into Europe and North America.
The political instability and inadequate govern-
ment capacity which these countries experi-
ence provides the perfect environment for
these cartels to operate. Even countries such
as Ghana, which have been lauded for their
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good governance, will be challenged to dedi-
cate resources to stopping this activity, when
they have so many other issues to address.

The increasing problem of African drug traf-
ficking is just one more reason why the Bush
Administration must keep its promise to signifi-
cantly increase aid to Africa, as the stakes
continue to grow.

[From the San Diego Union Tribune, July 28,
2005]

SOUTH AMERICAN DRUG CARTELS LURED TO
WEST AFRICA

(By Nick Tattersall)

DAKAR.—South American drug cartels are
moving their logistics bases to West Africa,
lured by lax policing in an unstable region
and the presence of small, underground
criminal groups, United Nations experts say.

Drug cartels are increasingly using West
Africa as a hub for smuggling, working with
criminal networks from the region who mar-
ket cannabis, cocaine and heroin in Europe
and North America, according to the U.N.
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

“If you look at recent seizures of cocaine,
the biggest are all linked to groups with op-
erations on the West African coast,” Antonio
Mazzitelli, head of UNODC’s regional office
for West and Central Africa, told Reuters in
an interview.

Consignments of cocaine would mainly
come in from Latin America through the
Cape Verde islands off the Atlantic coast, or
through Ghana, Nigeria and Togo, from
where they would be re-exported to markets
including Spain, Portugal and the United
Kingdom.

Spanish authorities seized nearly three
tons of cocaine on a Ghana-registered vessel
in international waters off the African coast
just three days ago, arresting 12 Ghanaians,
four Koreans and two Spaniards.

Spain said the traffickers had picked up
the drugs in an unidentified South American
country and refuelled along the African
coast before setting off for Europe.

Major shipments of heroin produced in
southern Asia were also transiting through
West Africa, particularly Ivory Coast, after
being flown by air couriers from Kenya and
Ethiopia, UNODC said in a recent study on
crime in Africa.

HARD TO CRACK

West Africa is seen as an attractive transit
centre for international drug traffickers be-
cause the criminal networks already in place
around the region have proven notoriously
difficult for police and customs officers to
break.

Operating as flexible networks of individ-
uals rather than large-scale, hierarchical or-
ganizations, they can market illicit products
to diaspora populations in drug consuming
countries and recruit couriers among a cheap
labor force available at home.

“One of the reasons these networks can
abandon traditional command-and-control
relations is that many of them are grounded
in a common ethnicity,” UNODC said in its
study.

‘“‘Betraying compatriots is not only in vio-
lation of deeply ingrained values, it can re-
sult in exclusion from this vital support
base,” it said.

While war crimes prosecutors in Sierra
Leone have said international terrorists
have used the West African diamond trade to
fund their operations, UNODC said no clear
links had been established to the drugs
trade, though that could change.

“This is the sort of environment within
which organised criminal and terrorist
groups can grow. There are many well-prov-
en cases of terrorist groups going hand in
hand with drug cartels,” Mazzitelli said, tak-
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ing Taliban fighters in Afghanistan and rebel
groups in Colombia as examples.

“In Spain the terror attack was financed if
not entirely then partially through drug
trafficking,”” he said, referring to bomb at-
tacks which killed 191 people in packed rush
hour trains in Madrid in March 2004.

Mindful of the threat posed by criminal
groups operating across borders, police
forces around Africa have linked up to a
global satellite communication system run
by Interpol which is supposed to track fugi-
tives and stolen goods.

Interpol Secretary-General Ronald Noble
told reporters in Ghana this month that 31
African countries were now connected to the
system.

HONORING ENTECH INC.
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today so
that | may recognize the contribution of
ENTECH Inc., an energy company in my dis-
trict, and to celebrate the passing of H.R. 6,
The Energy Policy Act of 2005.

Located in Keller, Texas since 1995,
ENTECH has created solar energy systems
which are capable of providing renewable
electrical power without emissions and at a re-
duced cost. ENTECH is the world’s leading
manufacturer of concentrating photovoltaic
solar systems. In addition to electrical output,
ENTECH systems can also produce hot water
or other thermal energy outputs. ENTECH'’s
“SunLine” technology is able to provide clean
and quiet energy for plumbing and lighting
systems for a variety of applications ranging
from commercial establishments to, most re-
cently, the space program.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 will provide
tax relief to individuals and businesses invest-
ing in solar energy. It also creates a goal of
instilling solar energy systems in 20,000 Fed-
eral building within the next 5 years.

ENTECH is having a significant impact on
our community and our Nation, and | am
proud to have them within the 26th Congres-
sional District of Texas.

———

ON THE LIFE AND SUDDEN DEATH
OF HONORABLE ARTHUR E.
TEELE, JR.

HON. CORRINE BROWN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of the
Third Congressional District of Florida, | stand
today with a heavy heart following the sudden
and tragic death of Mr. Arthur E. Teele, Jr.

On Wednesday, July 27, 2005 the State of
Florida, this Nation, and | lost a great friend,
patriot, and champion for the less fortunate.
His death marks the end of a great career as
a statesman, political leader, visionary, deco-
rated veteran, attorney, newspaper publisher
and family man.

Arthur Teele was an imposing figure, astute
and sharp of mind and wit. He was as diverse
as he was intuitive in matters of people, poli-
tics and the driving forces behind change.
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Here was a man as complex in his thinking,
as he was simple in his focus on bettering the
lives of so many. He ably balanced political
acumen with the ability to traverse and bridge
party and ideological lines, bringing a voice to
the voiceless, hope to the hopeless, and in-
stilling a fighting spirit in those who felt lifeless
and forgotten.

Arthur Teele was a skilled and brilliant strat-
egist, who knew not only the pulse but felt the
heart beat of his constituency; moreover, he
moved deftly and with passion through all po-
litical and social ranks, regardless of political
affiliations, to bring to many communities
much needed services. As head of the U.S.
Urban Mass Transportation Administration, he
built bridges of influence that brought transpor-
tation, jobs, and much needed services to de-
pressed minority communities and the urban
core. He stood tall and strong as a champion
of enterprise, and as an advocate for changing
the social, economic, and political fabric of
communities across Florida, and indeed the
Nation.

Arthur Teele, was the consummate man
against the odds, taking on the fight for social
and economic parity. He made us feel we
were important and necessary partners in the
fight to make this region, this State, and this
Nation honor its promises to all citizens.

His legacy may well be written from varying
viewpoints, yet | remind you that in all things,
the good that men and women do, will in the
eyes of those who really care, outlive and out-
shine all the other utterances.

———————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 6,
ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 28, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the conference report on H.R. 6,
the omnibus energy bill. H.R. 6 is an important
step toward increasing our Nation’s energy
independence by investing in energy efficiency
and alternative energy sources.

As a member of the House Renewable En-
ergy Caucus, | support measures in H.R. 6 to
encourage and increase the use of renewable
and alternative energy sources. H.R. 6 in-
cludes important tax incentives for energy effi-
ciency programs and renewable energy
sources, such as wind and solar production.
This measure also includes a tax credit of up
to $3,400 for certain hybrid cars and trucks.
As a cochair of the House Biofuels Caucus, |
also support raising the renewable fuels stand-
ard to 7.5 billion gallons by 2012, which is
more than triple the current amount.

Over the past several Congresses, there
have been several issues that have continually
blocked congressional passage of comprehen-
sive energy legislation, and | commend the
conference committee on eliminating these
controversial provisions from this final con-
ference report. H.R. 6 does not include a pro-
vision providing for drilling in the Alaskan Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), which had
been part of past energy legislation. This pris-
tine 1.5 million acre coastal plain is often re-
ferred to as “America’s Serengeti” because of
the presence of caribou, polar bears, grizzly
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bears, wolves, migratory birds, and many
other species living in a nearly undisturbed
state. While some consider this area to be one
of the most promising U.S. onshore oil and
gas prospects, studies indicate that this area
could only provide 6 month’s supply of oil, 10
years from now, and consequently have no
significant effect on our nation’s dependence
on foreign oil.

Past versions of the energy legislation have
also contained a safe-harbor provision for pro-
ducers of MTBE and other fuel oxygenates
from product liability claims. Under previous
energy bills, states and cities would have been
prevented from bringing against potential of-
fenders “defective product” lawsuits, which
some cities have employed to recapture the
cost of MTBE cleanups. The U.S. Conference
of Mayors has stated that the cost of cleanup
could run more than $29 billion. If our states
and localities were forced to pay these costs,
the real costs would be borne by taxpayers. |
commend the conference committee for elimi-
nating this costly provision, and not making
taxpayers responsible for the actions of a few
MTBE producers.

While | voted for H.R. 6, there are several
provisions that concern me. The conference
agreement fails to adequately address climate
change by not including even the modest pro-
posal adopted by the Senate. This provision,
authored by Senator CHUCK HAGEL, would use
tax credits to encourage, but not require, in-
dustry reductions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions, including carbon dioxide. Furthermore,
the conference agreement also requires an in-
ventory of oil and natural gas resources in off-
shore areas, including areas now closed to
drilling. 1 am concerned about this provision,
because it could lead to opening these envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas to offshore drilling.
In addition, | am also disappointed that the
final conference report did not include a “re-
newable portfolio standard” that would have
required utilities to get 10 percent of their elec-
tricity from alternative energy sources, such as
wind and solar power, by 2020.

While this is not a perfect bill, | believe it is
an important first step in creating a com-
prehensive energy policy that invests in en-
ergy efficiency and alternative energy sources.
We owe it to our children and grandchildren to
develop and implement energy policies, which
will decrease our dependence of foreign oil
and that protect consumers, communities, and
environmentally sensitive areas.

CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS FOR
CARIBBEAN IMMIGRANTS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
submit to the RECORD an article from the July
26, New York Carib News in support of citizen
rights for Caribbean immigrants. Caribbean
migrants have worked in the country for cen-
turies. The Caribbean is the source of the
U.S’s earliest and largest Black immigrant
group and the primary source of growth of the
Black population in the U.S. The region has
exported more of its people than any other re-
gion of the world since the abolition of slavery
in 1834. The fact that there are close to 50
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major Caribbean carnivals throughout North
America attests to the permanence of the Car-
ibbean immigration experience.

Caribbean music, such as soca, calypso,
reggae, and now reggaeton, is having a pro-
found impact on U.S. popular culture. Other
Caribbean cultural expressions, like food,
dance and art, are becoming established in
mainstream America. The prominence of first-
and second-generation Caribbean figures in
U.S. labor and grassroots politics for many
decades also testifies to the long tradition and
established presence of the Caribbean popu-
lation.

Today many Caribbean workers can be
found in the hospital, construction, service and
hotel industries, but there is also a growing
professional sector. Estimates of the Carib-
bean population in the U.S. range upwards
from 2.6 million, depending on how one de-
fines the Caribbean.

While the largest Caribbean immigrant
sources to the U.S. are from Cuba, the Do-
minican Republic, Jamaica and Haiti, U.S.-cit-
izen migrants also come from Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands.

Many of the undocumented immigrants from
the Caribbean islands have been living, work-
ing and making vital contributions to our coun-
try for many years. In New York it is almost
impossible to walk down the streets of Harlem
or Brooklyn without hearing a Caribbean ac-
cent or coming across a Jamaican eatery.

The members of the Caribbean community
are hard working, pay into our social security
system and have U.S.-born children who do
not know a home other than the United
States.

In the great state of New York alone, un-
documented workers pay more than $1 billion
in taxes a year.

| believe that members of the Caribbean
community who have had a long working
record and qualify for U.S. naturalized citizen-
ship should apply. The United States is histori-
cally a nation of immigrants. Our ancestors all
had the possibility to fulfill their American
Dream and | think that the same opportunity
should be given to hard working newcomers
who came to this country from the Caribbean.

| introduce in the RECORD the article from
the July 26 NYCarib.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CITIZENS—WE MUST

HEAR IT OVER AND OVER

It may have not been a fresh bit of advice
and it certainly wasn’t an observation by an
elected official that we hadn’t heard before.

Still, when U.S. Representative Gregory
Meeks, a democrat of New York City said it,
his point resonated with a lot of us.

Yes, they should become citizens, it makes
a lot of sense, said the member of the U.S
House of Representatives from Queens when
asked about Caribbean immigrants becoming
citizens of the United States.

“Too many people from the Caribbean are
eligible for citizenship but they fail to step
forward,”” he complained.

Perhaps, he needs to repeat it again and
again so that more people in and out of his
Sixth Congressional District and across the
country would act.

People from the Caribbean, who have made
the United States their home have every
good reason to become naturalized American
citizens. One is that it opens opportunities,
such as jobs, scholarships and the like that
are often reserved for citizens.

Another, it protects them from capricious
actions by immigration authorities who
would like to do nothing more than to ‘‘send
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