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am glad coal and ethanol remain an integral
part of our energy future and | urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

——————
SUPPORT EXTENDING THE CAN-
CER CARE DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT

HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, | praise my col-
league Mr. HALL of Texas for introducing a
resolution to get a sense of the Congress on
the issue of extending the CMS quality of can-
cer care demonstration project. | recently au-
thored a bipartisan letter to the President
along with close to 100 of my colleagues, in-
cluding Mr. HALL, asking the President to ex-
tend the demonstration project at the current
$300 million funding level.

| would like to note that extending the dem-
onstration project is only treating the symptom
and not curing the actual problem with the
new Medicare payment system introduced this
year. The old system overpaid for cancer
drugs, which subsidized non-payment and
under-payment of essential cancer care serv-
ices provided by community cancer clinics.
However, under the new system, which pays
for drugs closer to market rates, certain es-
sential services like treatment cancer planning
are not paid for by Medicare.

| urge my colleagues in supporting the ex-
tension of the cancer care demonstration
project and directing CMS to work with com-
munity cancer care on permanent solutions.
We have to ensure the viability of our Nation’s
cancer care delivery system and America’s ac-
cess to quality, affordable, and accessible
cancer treatment.

RECOGNIZING KEVIN TWOHEY OF
SAINT HELENA, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Kevin Twohey from
my hometown of Saint Helena, California, as
he is honored with the 2005 Saint Helena Cit-
izen of the Year Award.

Mr. Speaker, born in Ohio, Kevin joined our
unique community more than 18 years ago.
Since that time, Kevin has devoted his life to
serving the people of Saint Helena. Kevin is
not only a driven, hard working man who is
not afraid to role up his sleeves and get his
hands dirty, but he is also selfless and has re-
mained steadfast in his commitment to
bettering our town.

Shortly after settling in California, Kevin, an
avid and astute horticulturalist, purchased the
locally owned Whiting’s Nursery which has
been a part of our community for nearly 60
years.

For the past 17 years, Kevin has served as
a volunteer firefighter for the St. Helena Fire
Department and has held the position of fire
chief for 11 years. An integral and highly re-
vered member of this team, Kevin has be-
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come a mentor to his fellow firefighters, help-
ing them and guiding them through fires and
life. What Kevin enjoys most about volun-
teering is the camaraderie and the ability to
positively affect people’s lives every single
day.

When not fighting fires or running the nurs-
ery, Kevin can be found at the Saint Helena
public pool coaching the Waves, Saint He-
lena’s Swim Team. Kevin is also a passionate
fly fisherman and fitness guru.

Mr. Speaker, I'm sure Kevin's wife, Mar-
garet, and their daughter, Kathleen, are ex-
tremely proud of him. | believe | speak for
Kevin’s family, friends, and community when |
say Kevin Twohey is an exemplary citizen and
an inspiration to all of us. My fellow col-
leagues, it is appropriate that we take this time
to thank and honor Kevin Twohey for his nu-
merous, invaluable contributions to Saint Hel-
ena.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF H.R. 3199: USA
PATRIOT ACT AND TERRORISM
PREVENTION REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2005

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2005

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to this measure which ex-
pands expiring provisions of the Patriot Act by
granting unlimited investigative powers to our
government. This bill gives the government
broad powers to secretly collect personal infor-
mation on medical, library and business and fi-
nancial records of our Nation’s citizens. Addi-
tionally, this legislation sunsets provisions that
are not about combating terrorism or making
us safer, but about intruding upon our privacy
and infringing upon our civil liberties.

Mr. Chairman, there is no limit to these sur-
veillance and intelligence powers once they
are given to our government. There are no
guarantees to the American people that our
Nation will be more stable and secure by en-
forcing these policies, which allow the govern-
ment to conduct secret searches of your home
or office—the so-called sneak and peek war-
rant—for an indefinite period of time. Our
country takes great pride in upholding the true
values of our constitution and freedom. How-
ever, these provisions certainly contradict
these beliefs and, more importantly, the
checks and balances intended to safeguard
our liberty.

We must understand that neither the original
U.S. Patriot Act, nor this legislation, have been
subject to the proper oversight. We have evi-
dence that the repercussions of the original
Patriot Act has led to abusive powers by this
Administration. Since the September 11th at-
tacks, our government has detained and ver-
bally and physically abused thousands of im-
migrants, without time limits, for unknown and
unspecified reasons, and targeted the Arab-
American community for intensive interroga-
tions and immigration screenings.

A clear example of this happened in my
Congressional district at the Metropolitan De-
tention Center where 84 detainees where mis-
treated under the conditions of confinement.
This mistreatment was reported and docu-
mented by the Department of Justice where it
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has acknowledged the abuses which were
documented by the Inspector General. | clear-
ly recognize the outrage of terrorist attacks
and the need to heighten our Nation’s secu-
rity—but not at the expense of undermining
our freedom and our democratic values and
ideals.

We have not been given the actual facts or
had the time to accurately evaluate the rami-
fications of many of these provisions. Reau-
thorizing a bill which lacks oversights and ex-
pands provisions that violate the privacy of our
citizens is undermining the American public’s
civil rights and misleading our Nation.

This bill fails to protect our Nation and, our
civil liberties. It strikes the essence of our
checks and balances, subjects individuals to
repeated abuse and violates the confidentiality
of our personal records. This is plain wrong. If
we want to fight terrorism, let’s do it the right
way, by providing the adequate resources and
funding to our homeland security and our local
enforcement, by being consistent with our de-
mocracy and our true values and principles, |
urge my colleagues to vote no on the under-
lying bill.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2361,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 28, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to express my support
for the Senate passed amendment to the Inte-
rior Appropriations bill to include $1.5 billion in
emergency supplemental funding to the vet-
erans budget.

However, this funding comes more than a
month late. We had a chance to get this emer-
gency spending to the people who need the
funding before we left for the July Fourth re-
cess.

After the budget shortfall was announced,
both sides of the aisle in the Senate came to-
gether to take immediate action to address
this issue. They passed a $1.5 billion emer-
gency funding amendment to immediately get
the funds to the people who need it, our vet-
erans, those who have defended this Nation
against its enemies.

As we have seen by the slow movement of
these badly needed funds, all Republicans do
is talk, when it comes to a veteran in need.

The Republican Leadership in the House
decided to sit on their hands and wait for
President Bush to pull a number out of the air.
That number was $975 million.

However, it turns out that the Bush level
was $300 million short to fund veterans health.

This would be a good start to resolving the
funding crisis in veterans healthcare, but |
know this administration will continue to try to
balance the budget on the backs of the men
and women who have sacrificed to defend this
great Nation of ours.

The Fiscal Year 2006 budget is short, and
the FY 2007 budget is being calculated as we
stand here.

Let this be the beginning of full funding for
veterans healthcare, now and in the future.
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