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drilling and more radioactive-waste-producing 
nuclear power. 

By contrast, only a small percentage of the 
tax breaks would go to energy efficiency and 
renewable energy incentives that could actu-
ally save consumers money and reduce our 
dependence on dirty energy sources. 

By refusing to commit to improving and in-
vesting in sustainable fuel technology, we are 
putting our technology and manufacturing in-
dustries at a competitive disadvantage at a 
time when the rest of the planet is searching 
for alternatives to fossil fuels. 

American consumers are being squeezed at 
the pump while the big oil companies are 
reaping record profits and the Republican 
Leadership is passing an energy bill that will 
further raise gas prices. 

How in good faith can we go back to our 
constituents with a national energy policy that 
does not address the future, does not address 
short term fixes or long term solutions? 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this legisla-
tion so we can develop a comprehensive en-
ergy policy that looks to the future and doesn’t 
rely on repackaged out-dated technologies 
from the past. 
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Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, the Energy Pol-
icy Act that the House passed yesterday in-
cludes a commitment by Congress to make a 
significant investment for research and devel-
opment into renewable and alternative sources 
of energy. As demand for clean and reliable 
energy increases, it is imperative that Amer-
ica’s young people be introduced and edu-
cated in conservation and alternative energy. 
To decrease foreign dependence, we must in-
crease our knowledge and ability to foster our 
own forms of energy. With that in mind, it is 
with great pleasure that I inform this body of 
some recent educational achievements in al-
ternative energy sources. 

The Dell-Winston Solar Challenge is an 
educational competition among high school 
teams from across our Nation using solar 
powered cars. The competition began ten 
years ago at the Winston School in Dallas, 
Texas, to promote science and engineering to 
high school students. This unique competition 
has grown significantly since its inception. 
Technology and Learning magazine has 
named this Solar Race Challenge as one of 
the 10 Most Innovative Projects in Education. 

In an effort to produce a competitive solar- 
powered vehicle, teams spent up to eighteen 
months designing and building the sun-fueled 
racers. The nine teams crossed the finish line 
at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California, after an eight-day race that began 
in Round Rock, Texas. The 1600-mile com-
petition concluded this year as the winning 
team set a new race record with a top speed 
of 57 miles per hour. I am immensely proud 
that the winner of this race is located in my 
district, from the city of Houston, Mississippi. 

This race team from a town with about 
4,000 people consistently dominates the com-

petition from much larger cities and schools. 
This remarkable team from the Houston Voca-
tional Center is under the guidance of adviser 
and race coach Keith Reese. The team in-
cludes: captain Katie Weaver and members 
Tyler Davis, Austin Jordan, Stefanie Barkley, 
Brister Bishop, Matt Jernigan, David Peel, 
Leign Anna Springer, Mason Faulkner, 
Quinton Grice, Callie Weaver, Katie Weaver, 
Jesse Lal, Roderick Wiley, and Andrea West-
moreland. I am proud of each one these indi-
viduals. Their hard work and dedication is evi-
dent in the finished product. 

The winning tradition of this team includes 
more than the aforementioned teachers and 
students. This project has grown into a com-
munity event. Support from the City of Hous-
ton is as consistent as the team’s success. It 
is evident that these constituents have recog-
nized the positive impact projects like these 
provide. 

Year after year dedicated students and 
teachers build and race these advanced solar 
powered machines. This year marks the fifth 
consecutive time the Houston Race Team has 
won the coveted title. To quote Bubba Weir, 
the Executive Director of The Mississippi Alter-
native Energy Enterprise, ‘‘The Program inte-
grates classroom principles in a real-life situa-
tion that fosters learning and encourages the 
students to work to the best of their ability.’’ 

This team brings much more than a trophy 
back to Mississippi; they bring a renewed em-
phasis and excitement to the fields of science 
and energy research. As the number of stu-
dents studying math and science decreases 
nationwide, programs such as these pay divi-
dends in increased interest in these fields. Dr. 
Lehman Marks, the founder and director of the 
Dell-Winston Race described it as ‘‘A Chal-
lenge that helps teach high school students 
the 21st century skills they need to be suc-
cessful in the future, whether it’s to become 
the scientists and engineers of tomorrow or 
wherever their paths may lead.’’ 

I am encouraged when I see future leaders 
taking the initiative to compete and excel in 
this demanding contest. Programs like this 
demonstrate the importance of implementing 
new education techniques. Projects outside 
the classroom environment generate learning 
that enhances knowledge students receive 
from traditional instruction. The challenges in 
the fields of math and science are changing, 
and I am proud that Mississippi’s educators 
are training students to meet these challenges 
head on. 

The success of the Houston solar race team 
has spread statewide, and many other Mis-
sissippi schools are beginning to experiment in 
alternative energy education programs. It is 
good to see young Mississippians leading the 
way through these innovative projects. Con-
gratulations to the Houston Solar Race Team 
for an extraordinary performance and a job 
well done. The city of Houston, Chickasaw 
County, the entire State of Mississippi, and the 
United States of America are very proud of 
you. 
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PETITION 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the winners of the national 2005 
Math, Engineering, and Science Achievement 
Competition held in Anaheim, California. 

Johnnie Gasper, Rosie Mankel, Esther Blue, 
and Darryl Davis-Rosas, from Tucson, Arizo-
na’s Pueblo High Magnet School took first 
place at the national competition. 

The Math, Engineering, Science Achieve-
ment Competition, otherwise known as MESA, 
is a college preparation program founded in 
1970 and launched in Arizona in 1983. Stu-
dents from middle and high schools through-
out southern Arizona participate in hands-on 
activities related to math, engineering, and 
science and college preparation workshops. 

Over 60 schools in Arizona participate in 
MESA. A total of eight States competed in the 
competition—California, Colorado, Maryland, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, and Washington. 

These Pueblo High students were chal-
lenged to build a vehicle out of a mousetrap 
that could drive 10 meters, up a 30 degree in-
cline, and stop accurately after traveling an-
other five meters. The students had trouble 
with the original vehicle design, which tested 
their commitment and determination. Johnnie, 
Rosie, Esther and Darryl redesigned and built 
a new vehicle that led them to success. The 
competition also required them to write a 15- 
page essay and complete an academic pres-
entation on their work. The students received 
high marks on all parts of the competition. 

I would like to commend these young men 
and women for their incredible accomplish-
ments in math and science; and to recognize 
the faculty of Pueblo High School for their 
guidance of these fine students. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring them today. 
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I am deeply disappointed that this House ap-
proved the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-United States Free Trade Agreement last 
evening. As I listened to my colleagues who 
voted for this bill, I could not help but wonder 
if we were voting on the same piece of legisla-
tion. 

Contrary to what many of my colleagues 
have said, the CAFTA will not help American 
workers and will not save American jobs. Also, 
our exports to DR–CAFTA countries are al-
ready at full capacity for what those countries 
can consume. Therefore, talk of spurring U.S. 
exports to the region is empty rhetoric de-
signed to deceive the uninformed person. In-
stead, DR–CAFTA will increase off-shore pro-
duction and services and will continue to 
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