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of those who depend upon it. I plan to con-
tinue to work hard to ensure that the Medicare 
program continues to provide Americans with 
the health care they both need and deserve. 

On a personal note, this 40th anniversary 
makes me think of my dad, John Dingell, Sr., 
who fought throughout his 22 years in Con-
gress for health programs that helped those 
with the greatest needs. He fought long and 
hard to enact the Social Security program, 
which he sponsored and which made such a 
difference to Americans who are retired or dis-
abled. He also helped plant the seeds of com-
passion in Congress that eventually led to the 
enactment of Medicare and Medicaid. Were 
he here today, I know he would take up the 
battle to preserve and improve Medicare—a 
program that has served so many and im-
proved the health of the Nation—as well as 
Medicaid, which serves those whose voices 
are rarely heard in the halls of power. 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 216, a reso-
lution commemorating the 40th Anniversary of 
the Voting Rights Act, which was signed into 
law on August 6, 1965. 

Forty years ago, in many parts of the Amer-
ican South, it was almost impossible for peo-
ple of color to register to vote. African Ameri-
cans had to pay a poll tax and pass a socalled 
literacy test in some States in the South. 
There were black men and women who were 
professors in colleges and universities, black 
lawyers and black doctors who were told that 
they could not read or write well enough to 
register to vote. People were turned away 
from the courthouse when they attempted to 
register. Some were jailed. 

The turning point came 40 years ago, on 
March 7, 1965, when about 600 men and 
women, and a few young children attempted 
to peacefully march from Selma, Alabama to 
Montgomery, the State Capitol, to dramatize to 
the world that people of color wanted to reg-
ister to vote. And the world watched as they 
were met with night sticks, bull whips; they 
were trampled by horses, and tear gassed. 
One of the historic marchers is now a member 
of Congress, our colleague Representative 
JOHN LEWIS. 

In the wake of what is now known as 
Bloody Sunday, under the leadership of Presi-
dent Johnson, Congress passed the Voting 
Rights Act, and on August 6, 1965, it was 
signed into law. This was a nonviolent revolu-
tion in America, a revolution of values, a revo-
lution of ideas. The passage of the Voting 
Rights Act helped expand our democracy to 
let in millions of our citizens. We are a better 
country because of it. 

Before we move toward reauthorization of 
the Voting Rights Act, we must take notice of 

how far we have come and where we now 
stand, so that we can move together to ensure 
the continued effectiveness of the Voting 
Rights Act. Today many, including elderly 
adults, persons with disabilities, and people of 
color, continue to fight for the right to have 
their vote count while our nation’s election 
system has yet to catch up and meet the 
needs of all of America’s voters. 

Today, we remember the people who fought 
to expand democracy 40 years ago. But we 
must do more than just remember; we must 
use their example to continue the struggle 
today until the dreams of those who fought for 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 become a reality 
for all Americans. 
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Rev. Dr. Marvin J. Bentley, a model 
community leader. 

Rev. Bentley was born in Brooklyn, New 
York. He received his basic religious training 
at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and under 
the tutelage of the late Dr. Sandy F. Ray was 
licensed to preach the Gospel by the Corner-
stone Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York. 

Dr. Bentley was educated within the New 
York City public school system; he attained his 
Bachelor of Science degree from the State 
University of New York at Stonybrook, major-
ing in health science and social welfare. He 
obtained his seminary education at Union 
Theological Seminary, NYC, securing a Mas-
ter in Divinity Degree. Drew University, Madi-
son, NJ conferred his Doctor of Ministry De-
gree upon him, and he recently received an 
Associates Degree from Nassau Community 
College, L.I., N.Y., in Applied Sciences (Mor-
tuary Science). 

Dr. Bentley was ordained at the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church, New York, where he served 
as the Assistant Minister under the mentorship 
of Dr. Samuel D. Proctor, and Dr. Calvin Butts 
III. 

Dr. Bentley is active in many civic and com-
munity activities. He serves on numerous 
boards and committees and is the former 
president of American Baptist Churches of 
Metro New York. He is a former Naval Chap-
lain in the United States Naval Reserves. He 
has served as President and Vice-President of 
Community School Board 30, former member 
of Community Board 3, and past president of 
the Corona-East Elmhurst Clergy Association. 
Dr. Bentley has received many civic and reli-
gious awards and honors. 

As pastor, Dr. Bentley has been serving the 
Antioch Baptist Church of Corona for 24 
years, enjoying a blessed ministry. During his 
tenure at the church, it has relocated into a 
beautiful, gothic style new church home on the 
comer of Northern Blvd and 103rd in Corona, 
Queens, New York. It has grown to numerous 
ministries that include male and female 

‘‘Rights of Passage’’ ministries (GEM and 
GAAYAW), The Antioch Bible Institute, Chris-
tian Bookstore, Video Ministry, Credit Union 
and Athletic Ministry. 

In addition to the aforementioned ministries, 
under Pastor Bentley’s leadership, the Antioch 
Baptist Church of Corona has embarked upon 
a ministry to liquidate the credit card debt of 
their congregation. This ministry has caused 
the congregation to take a look at their fi-
nances, spending, and saving habits. 
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Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life and career of John 
Gurski. John was an outstanding father, teach-
er, and football coach who touched countless 
lives throughout his impressive career. 

Coach Gurski began his career as a teacher 
and coach in the fall of 1964. He immediately 
established himself as one of the most well- 
liked and dedicated faculty members. During 
his first season coaching the football team, 
Coach Gurski took great interest in instilling 
drive, dedication, and spirit in the athletes he 
coached. Coach Gurski was often known to 
get on the football field with his team to teach 
the players particular tackling and blocking 
techniques. He was never afraid to get his 
hands dirty and be directly involved with his 
players and the coaching process. The football 
team took to his style of coaching and his per-
sonality immediately. They saw him not only 
as a great coach who could push them be-
yond their limits, but also as a dignified role 
model on which to base their own lives. 

Coach Gurski had an impressive career at 
Wilson High School in Reading, Pennsylvania. 
He holds the Wilson High School coaching ca-
reer record of 151–44–4 and a lifetime career 
record of 198–57–6. It is particularly impres-
sive to note Coach Gurski’s dedication to the 
sport of football and to touching the lives of 
students and athletes. He gave up a promising 
business career after graduating from the 
prestigious Wharton School of Business to 
coach football and he made an indelible im-
pression on his athletes throughout his many 
years at Wilson High School. 

The Wilson School District honored Coach 
Gurski on October 21, 1998, when the Wilson 
School Board of Education unanimously voted 
to rename its stadium the ‘‘John Gurski Sta-
dium.’’ It was also decided that a monument 
would be erected inside the stadium in his 
honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Coach Gurski’s leadership 
and coaching ability that positively shaped the 
lives of hundreds of young men that came 
through the Wilson High School. Unfortu-
nately, Coach Gurski passed away on Feb-
ruary 28, 2005. Nonetheless, his spirit and in-
fluence will be felt for generations to come. 
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