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getting through this problem we have
for the fiscal year we are in is going to
cost about $900 million, they estimate,
to get to October 1 to finish this fiscal
year—almost $1 billion, which we are
giving them when we vote on this bill
today and send it to the President.

But in the 2006 budget, which we are
now going to pass in the Senate, prob-
ably in September—this is the com-
mittee I chair—we have what will be
another $1.5 billion, depending on how
much is left of what we are passing
today that can go into 2006. We believe
it will be about half a billion dollars, so
that the total would be the $1.977 that
was mentioned earlier for fiscal year
2006. We will monitor this as we go into
the new fiscal year to assure that the
Veterans Administration for 2006 has
the full amount they need.

I also thank the distinguished chair-
man and ranking member of the full
Appropriations Committee. When Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN and I went to Chairman
COCHRAN and asked him for more
money in our original 2006 budget for
the veterans part of the appropriations
bill, he immediately agreed. He imme-
diately agreed that we would get the
money we need.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has used 5 minutes.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Thank you, Mr.
President. I will take the rest of the
time.

Senator COCHRAN and Senator BYRD
stepped right up to the plate to assure
that the veterans had their first boost
of $1.2 billion. Then working with Sec-
retary Nicholson and OMB Director
Bolton, we now have a total of almost
$3 billion more in additional funding
for the veterans in both fiscal years.

We are going to do right by our vet-
erans. We appreciate that we have peo-
ple with boots on the ground, fighting
in Iraq and Afghanistan today. They
are fighting for our freedom. We will
never let them down. The bill we are
passing today, in addition to the Inte-
rior part of this appropriation, is going
to fully fund Veterans for the fiscal
year we are in and take us with a cush-
ion into the next fiscal year so every
veterans’ clinic that is being built con-
tinues to be built, so that every vet-
eran who walks in the door is going to
get the care to which he or she is enti-
tled, to assure that nothing falls
through the cracks for our veterans.
Our President would do nothing less.
Our Secretary, Secretary Nicholson,
will do nothing less. I assure you the
Senate will do nothing less. We are
going to do right by our veterans and
the bill we are passing today is a start.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, first let
me say a special thank you to my col-
leagues from the State of Washington
and the State of Texas. They have said
it well. Again, I am enormously proud
our bill has carried this $1.5 billion for
veterans health care. There is a verse
that goes:
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When the night is full of knives, and the
lightning is seen, and the drums are heard,
the patriots are always there, ready to fight
and ready to die, if necessary, for freedom.

Our soldiers are our patriots and
when they come back from duty, duty
our country called them for, we must
keep our promise for veterans health
care and that is what this $1.5 billion
helps to do.

Let me for a moment talk about the
underlying bill again. There are some
good things and some things I wish
were better in this bill. I compliment
my colleague, Senator BURNS from
Montana and his staff: Bruce Evans,
Virginia James, Leif Fonnesbeck, Ryan
Thomas, Rebecca Benn; and also on
this side, Peter Kiefhaber and Rachel
Taylor.

We worked very hard to put a bill to-
gether with over $500 million less
money than in the past year. That was
not easy.

Indian Health Service—I regret to
say, we are still underfunded. I am told
we are funding about 60 percent of the
need in Indian Health Service. We just
must do better in the years ahead. We
have responsibility for Federal pris-
oners’ health care. We also have trust
responsibility for the health of Amer-
ican Indians. We spend twice as much
per person on Federal prisoners’ health
care than we do in per capita spending
for American Indians for whom we
have trust responsibility for health
care.

My colleague described the tribal col-
leges, and we have together been able
to increase that funding for tribal col-
leges. That is a good feature in this
bill. The reason we have done this is
that it is a priority to help people step
out of poverty and toward opportunity,
and that comes from the tribal col-
leges. There are so many stories of peo-
ple whose lives have improved by the
ability to access tribal colleges.

We have some other areas in the bill
that I wish were better.

BIA school construction, we need
funding increases, not funding cuts,
and yet the President’s budget pro-
posed very significant cuts and we were
not able to add all of that back. Also
building for new hospitals and health
clinics is down. My hope is that in the
next year, we can find a way to add
back some funding in these critical In-
dian health areas.

Having said all that, this is a big bill,
dealing with so many other areas of
the Government—EPA, the Forest
Service, and so many other areas of
Government. We have worked in a bi-
partisan way.

Let me also say that Senator BYRD
wishes consent to speak for 5 minutes
prior to vote on Interior at some point
later this morning. I talked to the
ranking member and also the chairman
of the full committee.

Finally, let me say the chairman of
the full committee should understand
that this is the first time in 17 years
that we have gotten to the Senate floor
this early with an Interior appropria-
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tions bill. The Ilast time Congress
passed an Interior appropriations bill
this early, those pages who serve in the
Chamber were not yet born. So I think
that says something about the leader-
ship of Senator COCHRAN and Senator
BYRD, who are the two leaders on the
Appropriations Committee, and I for
one like the notion that we are going
to make the trains run on time in the
appropriations process. It is the right
thing to do and the right way to do it,
and I am very blessed that in the
month of July, we are in the Chamber
passing this conference report. So hats
off to Senator COCHRAN and Senator
BYRD as well.

Mr. President, with that, I yield the
floor and yield back the remainder of
my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I do not
know whether we have any more time
remaining. The time has been set aside
for Senator BYRD. Seeing no one to
speak on this bill, I will yield back the
remainder of my time also.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator want to make a formal unani-
mous consent request for the Senator
from West Virginia?

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I
thought I had done that, but if I have
not asked that consent, I so ask.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BURNS. I yield back my time
and I suggest the absence of a quorum.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, will
the Senator withhold?

Mr. BURNS. Yes.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 2985

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order with
respect to the Legislative Branch ap-
propriations bill be reinstated with the
time limited to 10 minutes equally di-
vided between both sides.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, may I ask
the distinguished Senator if I could
have 3 minutes in morning business to
make a brief comment on another mat-
ter?

Mr. BURNS. I have no objection to
that. I shall not object to it. We had
about 30 seconds. I pulled the trigger a
little too quickly. Senator CRAIG is in
the Chamber and would like just about
30 seconds with regard to the Interior
appropriations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question before the Senate is the unan-
imous consent request of the Senator
from Mississippi. Is there objection?
The Chair hears none, and it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Montana.

Mr. BURNS. I would ask unanimous
consent that the Senator from Idaho be
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granted 30 seconds with regard to the
Interior appropriations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? The Chair hears none, and it
is so ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. I thank the chairman for
allowing me this brief moment. I have
spoken to the veterans funding in this
bill. Chairman HUTCHISON was in the
Chamber, and Senator MURRAY has
spoken to that. I appreciate all of their
cooperation. We have tried to get our
arms around this funding issue at Vet-
erans, and I now believe we have. We
are going to be very insistent on good
numbers in the future. I have asked the
Secretary to report to the authorizing
committee on a quarterly basis. I think
he will do the same to the appro-
priating committee.

Beyond that, this is a tremendously
important bill for my State of Idaho. I
often say the Federal Government
owns Idaho. We Idahoans sometimes re-
sent that. Because of the large land
mass, it is Government land, but BLM
and Interior play an important role out
there.

We thank you for your consideration,
both the Senator from Montana, the
chairman, and the ranking member,
Senator DORGAN, but especially the ex-
peditious way you have gotten this bill
through. Because of this veterans fund-
ing that is critical and the way that it
has been handled, I know it has been
unique to Interior at this time and
place, but it was also necessary to com-
plete it. We thank you very much for
that cooperation.

——————

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR
2006—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2985,
which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Committee of Conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2985), making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes, hav-
ing met, have agreed that the House recede
from its disagreement to certain amend-
ments of the Senate, and the House agree to
the same with an amendment and the Senate
agree to the same; that the House recede
from its disagreement to the amendment of
the Senate numbered 5, and agree to the
same. Signed by a majority of the conferees
on the part of both Houses.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed to the consideration of
the conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the proceedings of the House in the
RECORD of July 28, 2005.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time on the pending conference
report?

The Senator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I note the
absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I under-
stand we now have the legislative con-
ference report before the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to present to the Senate the
legislative branch fiscal year 2006 ap-
propriations conference report. This is
my first year as chairman of this sub-
committee and I am delighted we’ll be
able to send the bill to the President
prior to the beginning of the fiscal
year. I very much appreciate the sup-
port of my ranking member, Senator
DURBIN, as well as the full committee
chairman, Senator COCHRAN, and rank-
ing member, Senator BYRD.

In general, I believe this is a fair
agreement. It provides $3.8 billion for
the Congress and its support agencies.
Funding in the conference agreement is
$198 million above the fiscal year 2005
enacted level and a reduction of $225
million below the request. While there
are very few programmatic increases in
the bill, funding is sufficient to main-
tain current operations in all agencies.
Significant increases above the fiscal
yvear 2005 budget are recommended in
only a few areas, such as funding to
complete the Capitol Visitor Center.

Highlights of the bill include funding
of $250 million for the Capitol Police,
which will enable the Capitol Police to
maintain its current staffing level of
1,692 police officers and ensure appro-
priate levels of security for the Capitol
complex. The Capitol Police salaries
funding has increased by almost 100
percent since fiscal year 2002, and the
number of officers has increased by
about one-third. This indicates our
support for Capitol Police and all the
good work they do to protect this great
institution.

The recommendation also includes
$428 million for the Architect of the
Capitol, including $42 million for Cap-
itol Visitor Center construction and
$2.3 million for initial operational
costs of the CVC. The Architect be-
lieves this amount will be sufficient to
complete the CVC construction. Also
within the AOC budget is storage mod-
ules for the Library of Congress at Ft.
Meade, totaling $40.7 million. While
this is an expensive project, it is criti-
cally needed to take care of burgeoning
storage requirements at the library

For the Library of Congress, funding
would total $560 million, including
funding for the Library’s highest prior-
ities such as the new National Audio-
Visual Conservation Center and Con-
gressional Research Service enhance-
ments.

Funding for the GPO would total $123
million, including $2 million to retrain
staff for the new digital environment;
the Government Accountability Office
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would receive $482 million, and the
Open World Leadership Program would
be funded at the budget request level of
$14 million.

I do have some concerns about this
conference agreement which I would
like to bring to my colleagues atten-
tion. First, I am deeply disappointed
that the House insisted on the elimi-
nation of the Capitol Police mounted
unit. I believe, as my predecessor Ben
Nighthorse Campbell did, that there
are some significant benefits to the
Capitol Police having a mounted unit,
and the costs are relatively small—
about $150,000 a year. The officers who
are part of this unit have received ex-
tensive training, the horses and attend-
ant equipment have been purchased.
This investment will be down the drain
just 1 year after the unit became oper-
ational.

We reluctantly went along with the
House only because this bill needs to
get done. But I believe it is a short-
sighted decision that we will all regret.

Another regret I have with this con-
ference agreement is the elimination of
Senate language authorizing the Archi-
tect of the Capitol to hire an executive
director for the Capitol Visitor Center.
The CVC project is something I have
been following closely, with monthly
hearings in our subcommittee. In addi-
tion to concerns regarding the manage-
ment of this mammoth construction
project, I am very concerned that the
Architect hasn’t been given direction
and authority to make operational de-
cisions including the hiring of an exec-
utive director. GAO has reported it is
critical AOC develop a strategic plan
for moving from construction to oper-
ations. Without an executive director
such decisions will surely languish.

Despite these concerns, I believe it is
a fair and balanced conference agree-
ment and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my
honor to serve as the ranking member
on this appropriations subcommittee
with the Senator from Colorado as my
chairman. I have had the distinction of
being on this committee for several
years with several different chairs.
Senator BoB BENNETT of Utah, who was
the dedicated 1leader of this sub-
committee for many years, became
quite expert on all of the areas that it
covered, and I learned a lot from him.
In fact, many of his suggestions are
still being followed; for example, the
integration of security forces on Cap-
itol Hill between the Library of Con-
gress and the U.S. Capitol Building.

I also salute particularly my col-
league from Colorado. He has done a
great job. Our friendship has grown
through this relationship. His dedica-
tion is exemplary. When it came to the
Capitol Visitor Center, this was a
mammoth project which he inherited
from decisions made years ago. He has
shown personal attention to it, given of
his time over and over to make sure
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