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truth of this. In January, I traveled 
with my colleague Senator LANDRIEU 
to East Asia to survey the aftermath of 
the December 26 tsunami. 

We helicoptered over the Sri Lankan 
coast and through the windows wit-
nessed a scene of unending devastation. 

Over 155,000 people died. At least 1 
million lost their homes. Whole vil-
lages were literally washed out to sea. 

Through all of this, the lack of clean 
water emerged as the most pressing 
public health concern. In many areas, 
the tsunami had poisoned wells with 
salt water, and swept away water 
treatment plants. 

Shortages of potable water threat-
ened to trigger outbreaks of diseases 
like cholera, typhoid, and dysentery. 
The large pools of stagnant water I saw 
along the coast were potential breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes carrying ma-
laria and dengue fever. 

In confronting these challenges, 
America showed tremendous gen-
erosity and compassion. And part of 
our efforts included innovative new 
technologies to provide clean, safe 
water. And those efforts continue. 

This March, World Water Day 
launched the International Decade for 
Action. The United States and coun-
tries around the world are working to-
gether to reduce by one-half the num-
ber of people who lack access to safe 
drinking water. 

I applaud the President his leader-
ship. In August 2002, the administra-
tion launched the ‘‘Water for the Poor 
Initiative’’ to improve management of 
fresh water resources in over 70 devel-
oping countries. An estimated $750 mil-
lion was invested in 2004 alone. 

While no single piece of legislation 
can eliminate water-related diseases in 
the world, continued leadership is es-
sential. 

In March, the minority leader and I 
introduced the Safe Water: Currency of 
Peace Act to make safe water and sani-
tation a major priority of our foreign 
relief efforts. 

The $200 million earmarked in the 
Foreign Operations bill is an extension 
of these efforts. 

I commend the assistant majority 
leader, Senator MCCONNELL, the chair-
man of the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations Subcommittee, for his leader-
ship. And I thank my colleagues for 
their continued commitment to this 
pressing issue. 

It is hard to imagine that something 
so basic, so necessary, is lacking in so 
many places. 

Providing clean water will save mil-
lions of lives. It is as simple as a glass 
of H2O. 
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 

Mr. FRIST. Tomorrow, America cele-
brates the 40th anniversary of the 
Medicare law. 

Forty years ago, standing in the 
Harry S. Truman library in Independ-
ence, Missouri, President Johnson told 
a grateful nation that ‘‘Through this 

new law, every citizen will be able, in 
his productive years when he is earn-
ing, to insure himself against the rav-
ages of old age.’’ 

Passage of the Medicare law ensured 
that never again would health care for 
the elderly be a matter of charity, but 
one of national conscience. 

Medicare has served millions of sen-
iors, improving their health and 
lengthening their lives. Today, 41 mil-
lion elderly and disabled Americans 
have Medicare coverage. That number 
is expected to hit 77 million in 2031 
when the baby boom generation is fully 
enrolled. 

I am proud to have worked to pass 
the Medicare Modernization Act in 
2003. This legislation guarantees sen-
iors for the first time have access to af-
fordable prescription drugs. 

It also expands health care choices, 
improves preventive care, and begins to 
take a number of additional steps to 
improve quality and affordability of 
care in the Medicare program. 

In just a few short months, in Janu-
ary 2006, every senior will have access 
to prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. This represents the most sig-
nificant improvement to the Medicare 
program since its inception 40 years 
ago. And 41 million American seniors 
and individuals with disabilities finally 
have the prescription drug coverage 
they need and the Medicare choices 
they deserve. 

As a physician, I have written thou-
sands of prescriptions that I knew 
would go unfilled because patients 
could not afford them. Under the Medi-
care Modernization Act that will soon 
change. 

As a senator, I watched a decades-old 
Medicare program operate without 
flexibility, without comprehensive and 
coordinated care, without preventive 
care or disease management, and with 
no catastrophic protection against 
high out-of-pocket medical costs. I 
watched as science raced ahead, and 
Medicare stood still. 

Now, under the Medicare Moderniza-
tion Act that, too, is beginning to 
change. By expanding opportunities for 
private sector innovation, Medicare 
now combines the best of the public 
and private sectors. It provides better 
and more comprehensive coverage for 
today’s seniors, and helps to lay the 
foundation for a stronger and more 
modern program for tomorrow’s sen-
iors. 

The Medicare Modernization Act also 
offered some benefits for younger 
Americans. Most significantly, it is 
making health insurance more afford-
able through portable and tax-free 
health savings accounts. Health sav-
ings accounts are already giving 
younger Americans more control over 
their health care choices and hard- 
earned dollars. 

The Medicare Modernization Act was 
a historic step forward for a program 
that has served millions of America’s 
seniors. And it continues to draw on 
technological advances, like health in-

formation technologies and e-pre-
scribing, to deliver more effective and 
more affordable care. 

Medicare is a compact between gen-
erations. It is one of the most valued 
and compassionate legislative achieve-
ments of the 20th century. More 
changes will be needed in the future. 
But we have already begun to lay the 
groundwork. Medicare is providing a 
platform for making health care more 
affordable, more available, and more 
dependable for all Americans. 

f 

H.J. RES. 59, WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

to express my support for H.J. Res. 59, 
a joint resolution that expresses the 
sense of Congress with respect to the 
women suffragists who fought for and 
won the right of women to vote in the 
United States. It is my privilegte to 
join Congresswoman SHELLEY BERK-
LEY, my colleague and fellow Nevadan, 
in the effort to honor and celebrate 
their hard-won achievements. 

Our Nation was founded on the prin-
ciple of ‘‘consent of the governed.’’ Yet 
for the greater part of America’s his-
tory, women were denied the funda-
mental right to participate in our de-
mocracy through the power of the vote. 
Today, it would be unthinkable and un-
conscionable to hold elections where 
not every vote properly cast is count-
ed. Eighty-five years ago—perhaps 
within the lifespan of our mothers or 
grandmothers—this was not the case. 

Next month we will observe the 85th 
anniversary of the 19th amendment, 
which finally secured women’s right to 
vote in the United States. The 19th 
amendment does not just represent 
voting rights. It also represents a pro-
found victory for women suffragists 
long seeking to be affirmed as equal 
partners in America’s civic, cultural, 
and social affairs. But as victories with 
enduring and far-reaching con-
sequences tend to, this one required 
the suffragists to first overcome nu-
merous setbacks. 

In 1866, Elizabeth Cady Stanton ran 
for Congress to test women’s constitu-
tional right to hold public office—and 
received only 24 of 12,000 votes cast. In 
1872, Susan B. Anthony registered to 
vote in Rochester, New York, and cast 
a ballot—and subsequently was ar-
rested. Two years later, the Supreme 
Court considered whether citizenship 
itself conferred voting rights and ruled 
that it does not for women. During the 
several years leading up to 1920, many 
suffragists, including Alice Paul, exer-
cised their right to engage in civil dis-
course through protest and were 
thrown in jail for doing so. 

These names may not sound familiar 
to everyone. Nor are these events the 
full extent of the challenges that the 
women suffragists faced as they fought 
for the ratification of the 19th amend-
ment. The joint resolution would let us 
remember them and give them their 
due tribute. 

The women suffragists commended in 
this resolution were instrumental not 
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