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children an opportunity to achieve the 
American dream. 
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TRIBUTE TO JUDY ANSLEY 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend an outstanding pub-
lic servant, Judy Ansley who for many 
years has worked as diligently and as 
ably as anyone with whom I have had 
the privilege of serving during my 
years in the Senate. Today Judy serves 
as the first woman staff director of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 
During my time as vice chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
Judy was the minority staff director. 

How proud I am; how proud the Sen-
ate is that Judy Ansley has been se-
lected for the position of Special As-
sistant to the President and Senior Di-
rector for European Affairs at the Na-
tional Security Council. The adminis-
tration could not have made a better 
choice for this important post, and I 
am confident that Judy will serve her 
country with dignity and honor, as she 
has done throughout her extensive ca-
reer in public service. 

My only regret is that Judy Ansley 
will be stepping down as the staff direc-
tor for the Armed Services Committee 
after next week. Over the course of the 
last 6 years, Judy has dedicated her 
time, energy, and intelligence to the 
work of the Committee with great en-
thusiasm. As the deputy staff director 
and staff director, Judy has provided 
exceptional leadership to the com-
mittee during challenging times, and I 
am deeply grateful for her profound 
concern for the issues facing the men 
and women of our armed services. I am 
confident that my colleagues on the 
committee would agree that she has 
been an indispensable resource for our 
efforts. 

In those instances where she had pro-
fessional views in opposition to mine, 
she never hesitated to express them. I 
trust she will most respectfully con-
tinue to offer her candid assessments 
in her new job at the White House. 

As the chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, I have had the oppor-
tunity to observe closely Judy’s inde-
fatigable efforts. Before she joined the 
committee, Judy served as my national 
security advisor for 5 years, and her 
keen judgment and incisiveness were 
readily apparent throughout her work. 
Truly, while I am pleased that the ad-
ministration will be gaining such a re-
markable asset, I will miss Judy’s wise 
counsel. I send my deepest gratitude to 
Judy as she begins her transition to 
the National Security Council, and I 
join with her wonderful family—hus-
band Steve and daughters Megan and 
Rachel—in celebrating this achieve-
ment. 

I also take this opportunity to an-
nounce Judy’s successor as staff direc-
tor for the Armed Services Committee. 
I have asked Mr. Charles S. Abell, the 
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of 
Defense for Personnel and Readiness, 
to become the new staff director, and it 

gives me great pleasure to note that he 
has accepted this responsibility. 

A humble and devoted patriot, Char-
lie Abell has served his country with 
valor in every endeavor. Before joining 
the administration, Charlie was an ex-
ceptional member of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee professional staff. Dur-
ing his years with the committee staff, 
Charlie was the lead staffer for the 
Subcommittee on Personnel, including 
issues of military readiness and quality 
of life. A highly decorated soldier, he 
retired from the Army as a lieutenant 
colonel after 26 years of distinguished 
service. I was privileged to work with 
this outstanding public servant during 
his previous term with the Committee, 
and I look forward to collaborating 
with him in the months ahead. 
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BLOODSHED IN CHECHNYA 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, the 
Romans, said Tacitus, ‘‘created a 
desert and called it peace.’’ The Rus-
sian Government has created a waste-
land of death and destruction in 
Chechnya and called it ‘‘normaliza-
tion.’’ 

Over 10 years since the beginning of 
the Chechen war in post-Soviet Russia, 
the carnage in Chechnya continues, 
taking the lives of Chechens and Rus-
sians alike. Moreover, the echoes of the 
conflict are now stretching across the 
entire North Caucasus region. Given 
the information blockade that the Rus-
sian Government has thrown up around 
Chechnya, the world hears little of the 
violence and suffering taking place in 
those mountains far away. 

Nevertheless, some information does 
get out. As Chairman of the Helsinki 
Commission, I would like to share 
some of this information with my dis-
tinguished colleagues. 

According to Agence France Press, 
on June 4, 2005, an estimated 200–300 
armed men, arriving in jeeps, trucks 
and armored personnel carriers, staged 
an attack on the village of 
Borozdinovskaya, near the border with 
neighboring Dagestan. These villagers 
are not Chechen, but Avars, Dagestan’s 
most numerous ethnic group. The raid-
ers beat dozens of men and torched at 
least three houses. Eleven men van-
ished and are feared dead. The villagers 
have no idea who the assailants were, 
but evidence points to a battalion of 
amnestied former Chechen rebels alleg-
edly operating under the command of 
Russia’s military intelligence. 

In fear of their lives, almost the en-
tire village has fled to the Dagestan 
side of the border, camping out in tents 
in a field, fearing to return. 

There has been no official expla-
nation for the raid. 

This is only one example of the vio-
lence that may engulf an unsuspecting 
village that comes into the crosshairs 
of the pro-Moscow Chechen militias 
that operate with impunity and unre-
strained cruelty. A number of these mi-
litias are no more than marauding 
gangs only nominally under the au-

thority of the pro-Moscow regime in 
the Chechen capital of Grozny. 

In its March 2005 publication, ‘‘More 
of the Same: Extrajudicial Killings, 
Enforced ‘Disappearances’, Illegal Ar-
rests, Torture,’’ the International Hel-
sinki Federation reports: 

‘‘There are a few signs of peaceful life. 
Compensations for lost housing are slowly 
beginning to be paid (on rare occasions, even 
without kick-back to relevant officials), sep-
arate islands of reconstruction are appearing 
in Grozny, and many cars are visible on the 
streets. The central open-air market is ever 
so busy. 

But some other things have not changed at 
all: Abductions and illegal detentions of ci-
vilians by unknown armed persons dressed in 
camouflage are still pervasive. The only dif-
ference is that these people now do not ar-
rive exclusively in military vehicles, but in 
regular cars as well. As a result, murders, 
torture, and beatings have remained un-
changed. And the prosecutor’s office is still 
unable or unwilling to provide effective in-
vestigation into these endless cases.’’ 

Let me make it clear. I have no sym-
pathy for Chechen partisans, or those 
purporting to sympathize with them, 
who have committed, and may yet 
commit, terrorist attacks against the 
innocent citizens of the Russian Fed-
eration, or against those Chechens who 
may not support the secessionist move-
ment. When we speak of the terrorist 
attacks on New York, Washington, Ma-
drid, London, Bali, and other cities 
around the world, we must not forget 
Moscow, Budennovsk, and Beslan. 
There must be no double standard in 
judging terrorism, nor is there any jus-
tification for people resorting to ter-
rorism against innocent civilians. 

But I refer to one of the most percep-
tive editorials written on the subject of 
Chechnya. In the November 11, 2002 
issue of Newsweek, Fareed Zacharia 
wrote: 

‘‘[The Chechens] have been ruthless war-
riors for their cause, utterly unable to form 
a stable government, and have indeed re-
sorted to terror. But Russia’s actions have 
helped turn them into terrorists. Russia has 
destroyed Chechnya as a place, as a polity 
and as a society. Chechnya is now a waste-
land, populated by marauding gangs Putin 
has spoken of Al Qaeda’s presence in 
Chechnya, but none existed until recently 
when Chechens, devastated by the Russian 
onslaught, took help from wherever they 
could get it. 

Some residents of Chechnya, having 
despaired of finding justice in the Rus-
sian judicial system and rejecting ter-
rorism, have applied to the European 
Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 
They are seeking redress for human 
rights violations committed under 
cover of Moscow’s ‘‘anti-terrorism 
campaign.’’ Many of these applicants 
have been harassed and detained by the 
authorities. 

One applicant, Zura Bitieva, had filed 
an application with Strasbourg regard-
ing the abuses at the notorious ‘‘filtra-
tion’’ prison at Chernokosovo. Subse-
quently, she was killed in May 2003 
along with her husband and son during 
a raid on their home. 

The world recoiled in horror from the 
murderous attack on children in 
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