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Upon his separation from Active 

Duty, Dick served in the Army Re-
serves and was recalled to Active Duty 
in November, 1950, serving at Ft. Jack-
son, SC, and deploying to Japan and 
Korea with the 187th Airborne Regi-
mental Combat Team. He retired as a 
Lt. Colonel from the U.S. Army Re-
serve in 1963. 

Upon retirement from the Army, he 
settled back in Bay Minette serving on 
the School Board, as President of the 
Bay Minette Chamber of Commerce, 
and as an active participant in the 
United Fund, the American Red Cross 
and the American Cancer Society. In 
1950, he was elected State Commander 
of the V.F.W. 

He was appointed to the Alabama 
Battleship Commission in 1963, a posi-
tion he held for the remainder of his 
life. He was also a member of the Bay 
Minette City Council, was Probate 
Judge in Baldwin County, and was one 
of two Alabama members on the Gulf 
Marine Fisheries Commission. 

It was not until my time in the Ala-
bama Legislature that I was really able 
to get to know Dick Owen. He was ex-
tremely committed to his positions in 
both the State House and State Senate, 
and his constituents were well served 
by his dedication to them and his devo-
tion to the issues. He was elected to 
the House in 1965 and served two terms 
before being elected to the Senate in 
1970 where he also served two terms. 

In the Senate, he was Chairman of 
the Finance and Taxation Committee 
and Chairman of the Conservation 
Committee. He also served as a mem-
ber of the Commerce, Transportation 
and Common Carriers Committee; the 
Insurance Committee; the Constitution 
and Elections Committee; the Agri-
culture Committee; and the Local Leg-
islation No. 1 Committee. He also held 
positions on the Interim Insurance 
Study Committee and was Chairman of 
the Fishing Reef Committee. 

During his career, Dick focused his 
energy on a number of issues. Whether 
it was agriculture, education, con-
servation or prison reform, he recog-
nized the importance of these issues to 
his constituency and the entire State 
of Alabama. 

As a member of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, he supported devel-
opment, growth and protection of Ala-
bama’s agriculture and forestry indus-
try. He led the fight to keep farm truck 
prices low, and he favored expansion of 
the Farmer’s Market Authority. In ad-
dition, he sponsored a number of bills 
relating to conservation, forestry, agri-
culture and law enforcement. Among 
these were the $43 million State Parks 
Program and the Anti-water Pollution 
Act. 

As a Representative and Senator, 
Dick Owen was a strong advocate for 
educational opportunities for all peo-
ple, and he recognized the need to 
make improvements to the education 
system in Alabama. Before his election 
to the Alabama legislature, he was 
proud to help bring Faulkner State 
Community College to Bay Minette. 

He sponsored many bills in both 
houses to conserve our natural re-
sources and ensure continued growth of 
renewable resources. He received the 
‘‘Governor’s Conservation Legislator 
off the Year’’ award in 1971 from the 
Alabama Wildlife Federation. 

Dick was also active in prison reform 
work and was recognized by law en-
forcement and prison officials for legis-
lation he authored regarding this issue. 

Year after year, he was a champion 
for his constituents. 

Well after Dick left politics and pub-
lic life, he continued to serve his com-
munity and State well. He owned 
Builders Hardware and Supply and was 
active in the Bay Minette Rotary Club. 
He was a devoted alumnus of the Uni-
versity of Alabama, contributing his 
time and energy to the growth of the 
Alumni Association. He was also a 
Mason, Shriner and active in the Bap-
tist Church. 

A devoted family man, he is survived 
by his beloved wife, the former Annie 
Ruth Heidelberg of Mobile; his son L.D. 
Owen III of Bay Minette; his brother 
James R. Owen of Bay Minette; and his 
sister, Nell Owen Davis of Gulf Breeze, 
Florida. He also has three grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. 

I cannot say enough about the im-
pact this man had on so many lives. As 
a war hero, a legislator, a community 
advocate, a husband and a father, Dick 
Owen spent his life making Alabama 
and this country a better place. He will 
be greatly missed by all who knew 
him.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF DR. ROBERT H. 
BARTLETT 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize Dr. Robert H. Bartlett, an accom-
plished surgeon, professor and inven-
tor, who recently retired from seeing 
patients at the University of Michigan 
Medical Center. Dr. Bartlett, who 
earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Albion College and graduated cum 
laude from the University of Michigan 
Medical School, was honored by his 
peers during a ceremony on June 23, 
2005. 

Dr. Bartlett is admired across Michi-
gan for his dedicated service to his pa-
tients and his contributions to the ad-
vancement of medicine. His excellence 
in the practice of medicine has been 
demonstrated throughout his exem-
plary career, which spans more than 40 
years. In particular, his work in devel-
oping a heart-lung bypass technique 
called extracorporeal membrane oxy-
genation, or ECMO, has saved the lives 
of over 30,000 infants, children, and 
adults. 

Dr. Bartlett began his work on ECMO 
in 1965 while an assistant resident at 
Boston’s Brigham and Children’s Hos-
pital. After his residency, Dr. Bartlett 
received a series of surgical teaching 
and research fellowships at Harvard to 
continue his research. In 1970 Dr. Bart-
lett became an assistant professor of 

surgery at the University of California 
in Irvine, while also practicing medi-
cine at the Orange County Medical 
Center. Five years later the first suc-
cessful use of ECMO in an infant would 
take place at the Orange County Med-
ical Center. Over the next 5 years, Dr. 
Bartlett would use this technique suc-
cessfully 25 times. 

In 1980, Dr. Bartlett returned to the 
University of Michigan Medical Center 
to continue to conduct research and 
treat patients until his retirement ear-
lier this year. It was there that ECMO 
transistioned from being an experi-
mental procedure to becoming stand-
ard practice at more than 90 medical 
facilities worldwide. In addition to this 
work, Dr. Bartlett continued to treat 
patients and served as chief of critical 
care medicine at the University of 
Michigan. Dr. Bartlett plans to con-
tinue his groundbreaking medical re-
search. 

Dr. Bartlett has published numerous 
articles, monographs, chapters, and 
books throughout his illustrious ca-
reer. In 2003, he was awarded the pres-
tigious Jacobson Innovation Award 
from the American College of Sur-
geons. He was also elected to the Insti-
tute of Medicine and was the recipient 
of the Medal of Special Recognition 
from the National Academy of Surgery 
of France. Dr. Bartlett has served as 
president of both the American Society 
for Artificial Internal Organs and the 
International Society for Artificial Or-
gans. Dr. Bartlett has been married for 
more than 30 years to his college 
sweetheart, Wanda, with whom he has 3 
children and 4 grandchildren. 

I know my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Bartlett on his success 
and achievements in the field of medi-
cine. I am pleased to offer my best 
wishes on his retirement from seeing 
patients and his continued efforts to 
advance medical research.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HON. CHARLES 
R. ‘‘RANDY’’ BUTLER, JR. 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I will 
to make some remarks today about a 
very valuable public servant, Judge 
Charles R. ‘‘Randy’’ Butler, Jr., U.S. 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Alabama. 

Judge Butler was born in New York. 
He earned a B.A. degree from Wash-
ington and Lee University in 1962, and 
a law degree from the University of 
Alabama School of Law in 1966. He 
served as an assistant public defender 
for Mobile County, Alabama, from 1969 
to 1971; as district attorney for Mobile 
County from 1971 to 1975; and, he was 
engaged in the private practice of law 
in Mobile from 1975 until October 15, 
1988, when he was appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan as a U.S. District 
Judge for the Southern District of Ala-
bama. He served as chief judge from 
July 9, 1994 to February 20, 2003, and 
served on the Judicial Conference, the 
principal policy-making body for the 
Federal court system, from 1999 
through 2003. 
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