S9538

vaccines, antibiotics, hydration ade-
quate nutrition, and other simple, low-
cost interventions.

As a long-time champion of helping
the most vulnerable populations both
here and abroad, I believe it is impor-
tant to bring this issue to the atten-
tion of the American public. We can
and must do more to ensure children
around the world receive the interven-
tions necessary for survival.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this resolution.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 226—CALL-
ING FOR FREE AND FAIR PAR-
LIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN THE
REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. McCAIN,
and Mr. HAGEL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 226

Whereas the Republic of Azerbaijan is
scheduled to hold elections for its par-
liament, the Milli Majlis, in November 2005;

Whereas Azerbaijan has enjoyed a strong
relationship with the United States since its
independence from the former Soviet Union
in 1991;

Whereas international observers moni-
toring Azerbaijan’s October 2003 presidential
election found that the pre-election, election
day, and post-election environments fell
short of international standards;

Whereas the International Election Obser-
vation Mission (IEOM) in Baku, Azerbaijan,
deployed by the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the
Council of Europe, found that there were nu-
merous instances of violence by both mem-
bers of the opposition and government
forces;

Whereas the international election observ-
ers also found inequality and irregularities
in campaign and election conditions, includ-
ing intimidation against opposition sup-
porters, restrictions on political rallies by
opposition candidates, and voting fraud;

Whereas Azerbaijan freely accepted a se-
ries of commitments on democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law when that country
joined the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe as a participating State
in 1992;

Whereas, following the 2003 presidential
election, the Council of Europe adopted Res-
olution 1358 (2004) demanding that the Gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan immediately imple-
ment a series of steps that included the re-
lease of political prisoners, investigation of
election fraud, and the creation of public
service television to allow all political par-
ties to better communicate with the people
of Azerbaijan;

Whereas, since the 2003 presidential elec-
tion, the Government of Azerbaijan has
taken some positive steps by releasing some
political prisoners and working toward the
establishment of public service television;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires that citizens be guaranteed the
right and opportunity to exercise their civil
and political rights, free from intimidation,
undue influence, threats of political retribu-
tion, or other forms of coercion by national
or local authorities or others;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires government and public authorities
to ensure that candidates and political par-
ties enjoy equal treatment before the law
and that government resources are not em-
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ployed to the advantage of individual can-
didates or political parties; and

Whereas the establishment of a trans-
parent, free and fair election process for the
2005 parliamentary elections is an important
step in Azerbaijan’s progress toward full in-
tegration into the democratic community of
nations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the Government of the Republic
of Azerbaijan to hold orderly, peaceful, and
free and fair parliamentary elections in No-
vember 2005 in order to ensure the long-term
growth and stability of the country;

(2) calls upon the Government of Azer-
baijan to guarantee the full participation of
opposition parties in the upcoming elections,
including members of opposition parties ar-
rested in the months leading up to the No-
vember 2005 parliamentary elections;

(3) calls upon the opposition parties to
fully and peacefully participate in the No-
vember 2005 parliamentary elections, and
calls upon the Government of Azerbaijan to
create the conditions for the participation
on equal grounds of all viable candidates;

(4) believes it is critical that the November
2005 parliamentary elections be viewed by
the people of Azerbaijan as free and fair, and
that all sides refrain from violence during
the campaign, on election day, and following
the election;

(5) supports recommendations made by the
Council of Europe on amendments to the
Unified Election Code of Azerbaijan, specifi-
cally to ensure equitable representation of
opposition and pro-government forces in all
election commissions;

(6) urges the international community and
domestic nongovernmental organizations to
provide a sufficient number of election ob-
servers to ensure credible monitoring and re-
porting of the November 2005 parliamentary
elections;

(7) recognizes the need for the establish-
ment of an independent media and assur-
ances by the Government of Azerbaijan that
freedom of the press will be guaranteed; and

(8) calls upon the Government of Azer-
baijan to guarantee freedom of speech and
freedom of assembly.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 227—PLEDG-
ING CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR
INTERNATIONAL HUNGER RE-
LIEF EFFORTS AND EXPRESSING
THE SENSE OF THE SENATE
THAT THE UNITED STATES GOV-
ERNMENT SHOULD TUSE RE-
SOURCES AND DIPLOMATIC LE-
VERAGE TO SECURE FOOD AID
FOR COUNTRIES THAT ARE IN
NEED OF FURTHER ASSISTANCE
TO PREVENT ACUTE AND
CHRONIC HUNGER

Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr. KOHL,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. DOLE, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr.
SMITH, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. OBAMA, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
SANTORUM, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CHAFEE,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr.
DAYTON, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. LEVIN, and Mr. REED) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:
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S. RES. 227

Whereas although there is enough food to
feed all of the people in the world, as of sum-
mer 2005, 852,000,000 people are in need of food
aid;

Whereas almost 200,000,000 children under
the age of 5 are malnourished and under-
weight and 1 child dies every 5 seconds from
hunger and related ailments;

Whereas the United Nations World Food
Programme estimates that more than
5,000,000 metric tons of food is needed to pre-
vent widespread hunger, 80 percent of which
will be used for emergency programs to pro-
vide aid for people threatened by famine in
2005;

Whereas, as of summer 2005, the United
States contributed approximately %2 of the
total food aid received by the United Nations
World Food Programme in 2005;

Whereas, as of summer 2005, 1 person out of
every 3 people in Africa is malnourished as a
result of drought, conflict, the human im-
munodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), locust in-
festations, and economic dislocation, and
countries in Africa will lack at least 1,500,000
metric tons of the food necessary to provide
sufficient nutrition to the people in these
countries if the level of donations does not
increase;

Whereas the World Food Programme, as of
summer 2005, had barely 2 of the contribu-
tions needed to provide food aid to the
26,000,000 victims of food shortage in Africa;

Whereas more than 14,000,000 people in the
Horn of Africa are experiencing or are vul-
nerable to experiencing a severe food short-
age;

Whereas approximately 25 of the popu-
lation of Eritrea needs food aid and nearly %2
of the women and children in the country are
malnourished;

Whereas, as of summer 2005, 8,300,000 people
in Ethiopia are in need of food aid and other
assistance as a result of poor harvests, de-
graded land, small land holdings, high popu-
lation growth, loss of crops, and loss of live-
stock and other assets;

Whereas the United Nations World Food
Programme food aid programs in Ethiopia
have received less than % of the funding nec-
essary to continue these operations;

Whereas the United Nations World Food
Programme had received, as of summer 2005,
less than 10 percent of the funding necessary
to provide aid to the 3,500,000 people in
Sudan who will need food in 2005, particu-
larly during the height of the annual hunger
season that lasts from August to October,
due to political instability and weather con-
ditions that ruined harvests in the country;

Whereas a lack of funds will require the
United Nations World Food Programme to
reduce the amount of aid given to 2,000,000
people in Burundi, including to 210,000 mal-
nourished children and nursing mothers who
face a food shortage as a result of drought
and instability;

Whereas a lack of funds is expected to
drastically constrain food aid programs
worldwide and the critical efforts of private
voluntary organizations of the United States
that play a central role in implementing
such programs;

Whereas a lack of funds forced the United
Nations World Food Programme to begin re-
ducing the amount of aid given to an esti-
mated 6,000,000 people in West Africa who are
experiencing a famine caused by displace-
ment, drought, and locusts;

Whereas humanitarian agencies report ris-
ing rates of malnutrition among children
under 5 years of age in Mauritania, Mali, and
Niger, which can lead to developmental dif-
ficulties and growth stunting;

Whereas nearly 4,000,000 people in Niger,
including 800,000 children, will face a food
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shortage in 2005 at a time when the child
malnutrition rate in the Niger region has
reached emergency levels and the country
has been afflicted by locusts and drought;

Whereas the Government of Mauritania
had received only Y of the aid necessary to
prevent a food shortage as of summer 2005,
leaving 60 percent of the families in Mauri-
tania without access to a sufficient amount
of food in 2005;

Whereas a lack of food in Sierra Leone
forced the United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme to reduce the amount of aid given to
50,000 Liberian refugees residing in the coun-
try in the summer of 2005, causing additional
strife in an already tense political environ-
ment;

Whereas in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, the United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme has a 47 percent funding shortfall as
of summer 2005, which could force reductions
in the amount of food aid delivered to
2,900,000 people in the war-torn country;

Whereas, as of summer 2005, donors had
provided less than 20 percent of the total
funding that the United Nations World Food
Programme needs to provide an adequate
amount of food for the people of southern Af-
rica;

Whereas, due to increasingly severe
drought conditions, the number of people
who are in need of food aid in southern Afri-
ca increased from 3,500,000 people in the be-
ginning of 2005 to 8,300,000 people by the sum-
mer of 2005, of which 4,000,000 are located in
Zimbabwe, 1,600,000 in Malawi, 1,200,000 in
Zambia, 900,000 in Mozambique, 245,000 in Le-
sotho, 230,000 in Swaziland, and 60,000 in
Nambia;

Whereas international donors determined
that hunger and poverty in Zimbabwe are
largely attributed to the political corruption
of the governmental structure in the coun-
try;

Whereas the United Nations World Food
Programme and the World Bank proposed
using aid to fund innovative weather and
famine insurance policies that could protect
small farmers from hardships suffered as a
result of droughts and natural disasters;

Whereas food insecurity, the HIV/AIDS
pandemic, and weak government institutions
leave countries more vulnerable to external
shocks and internal political unrest; and

Whereas the Bill Emerson Humanitarian
Trust was established solely to meet emer-
gency humanitarian food needs in developing
countries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) encourages expanded efforts to allevi-
ate hunger throughout developing countries;
and

(B) pledges to continue to support inter-
national hunger relief efforts; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the United States Government should
use financial and diplomatic resources to
work with other donors to ensure that food
aid programs receive all necessary funding
and supplies; and

(B) food aid should be provided in conjunc-
tion with measures to alleviate hunger, mal-
nutrition, and poverty.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 228—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT IT SHOULD BE A
GOAL OF THE UNITED STATES
TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF OIL
PROJECTED TO BE IMPORTED IN
2025 BY 40 PERCENT AND THAT
THE PRESIDENT SHOULD TAKE
MEASURES TO REDUCE THE DE-
PENDENCE OF THE UNITED
STATES ON FOREIGN OIL

Ms. CANTWELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources:

S. RES. 228

Whereas reports by the Energy Informa-
tion Administration entitled ‘‘Annual En-
ergy Outlook 2005 and ‘‘May 2005 Monthly
Energy Review” estimated that, between
January 1, 2005 and April 30, 2005, the United
States imported an average of 13,056,000 bar-
rels of oil per day and that, by 2025, the
United States will import 19,110,000 barrels of
oil per day;

Whereas technology solutions already exist
to dramatically increase the productivity of
the energy supply of the United States;

Whereas energy efficiency and conserva-
tion measures can improve the economic
competitiveness of the United States and
lessen energy costs for families in the United
States;

Whereas the dependence of the TUnited
States on foreign oil imports leaves the
United States vulnerable to o0il supply
shocks and reliant on the willingness of
other countries to provide sufficient supplies
of oil;

Whereas, although only 3 percent of proven
oil reserves in the world are located in terri-
tory controlled by the United States, ad-
vances in fossil fuel extraction techniques
and technologies could increase the United
States energy supplies; and

Whereas reducing energy consumption also
benefits the United States by lowering the
environmental impacts associated with fossil
fuel use: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) it should be a goal of the United States
to reduce the amount of foreign oil that will
be imported in 2025 by 40 percent from the
amount the Energy Information Administra-
tion estimates will be imported in 2025;

(2) the President should take measures to
reduce the dependence of the United States
on foreign oil by—

(A) not later than 1 year after the date of
passage of this resolution, and every 2 years
thereafter—

(i) developing and implementing measures
to reduce dependence on foreign oil by reduc-
ing oil in end-uses throughout the economy
of the United States sufficient by 2015 to re-
duce by 1,000,000 barrels per day the total de-
mand for oil in the United States projected
for such year in the Reference Case in the
Annual Energy Outlook 2005 report published
by the Energy Information Administration;
and

(ii) developing and implementing measures
to reduce dependence on foreign oil by reduc-
ing oil in end-uses throughout the economy
of the United States sufficient by 2025 to re-
duce by 7,640,000 barrels per day the total de-
mand for oil in the United States projected
for such year in the Reference Case in the
Annual Energy Outlook 2005 report published
by the Energy Information Administration;
or

(B) if the President determines that there
are insufficient legal authorities to achieve
the target for 2025, developing and imple-
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menting measures to reduce dependence on
foreign oil by—

(i) reducing oil in end-uses throughout the
economy of the United States to the max-
imum extent practicable; and

(ii) submitting to Congress proposed legis-
lation or other recommendations to achieve
the target;

(3) in developing measures under paragraph
(2), the President should—

(A) ensure continued reliable and afford-
able energy for the United States, consistent
with the creation of jobs and economic
growth and maintaining the international
competitiveness of businesses in the United
States, including the manufacturing sector;
and

(B) implement measures under paragraph
(2) under existing authorities of the appro-
priate Federal agencies, as determined by
the President;

(4) not later than 1 year after the date of
passage of this resolution, and annually
thereafter, the President should submit to
Congress a report, based on the most recent
edition of the Annual Energy Outlook pub-
lished by the Energy Information Adminis-
tration, that assesses the progress made by
the United States toward the goal of reduc-
ing dependence on foreign oil imports by
2025, including by—

(A) identifying the status of efforts to
meet the goal described in paragraph (1);

(B) assessing the effectiveness of any meas-
ure implemented under paragraph (2) during
the previous fiscal year in meeting the goal
described in paragraph (1); and

(C) describing plans to develop additional
measures to meet the goal described in para-
graph (1).

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 229—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF SEP-
TEMBER 2005 AS “NATIONAL
PREPAREDNESS MONTH”

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 229

Whereas terrorist attacks, natural disas-
ters, or other emergencies could strike any
part of the United States at any time;

Whereas natural and man-made emer-
gencies disrupt hundreds of thousands of
lives every year, costing lives and causing
serious injuries and billions of dollars in
property damage;

Whereas Federal, State, and local officials
and private entities are working to deter,
prevent, and respond to all types of emer-
gencies;

Whereas all citizens can help promote the
overall emergency preparedness of the
United States by preparing themselves and
their families for all types of emergencies;

Whereas National Preparedness Month pro-
vides an opportunity to highlight the impor-
tance of public emergency preparedness and
to encourage the people of the United States
to take steps to be better prepared for emer-
gencies at home, work, and school;

Whereas the people of the United States
can prepare for emergencies by taking steps
such as assembling emergency supply Kkits,
creating family emergency plans, and stay-
ing informed about possible emergencies;
and

Whereas additional information about pub-
lic emergency preparedness may be obtained
through the Ready Campaign of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security at
www.ready.gov or the American Red Cross at
www.redcross.org/preparedness: Now, there-
fore, be it
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