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Elizabeth Dole Committee; $250, 9/30/04, Care 
Political Action Committee; $1,000, 12/27/01, 
Voinovich for Senate Committee; $1,000, 12/ 
27/01, Voinovich for Senate Committee; 
$1,000, 9/30/04, Voinovich for Senate Com-
mittee; $2,000, 6/6/03, Bush-Cheney ’04 (pri-
mary); $1,500, 4/6/01, Stark County Repub-
lican Party; $4,500, 10/11/04, Stark County Re-
publican Party; $25,000, 7/29/04, Northern Ohio 
Victory Committee. 

Sister and Spouse: Edith M. Timken (Wil-
kins)—none; Anthony Wilkins—none. 

William J. Burns, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Ambassador to the Russian Fed-
eration. 

Nominee: William J. Burns. 
Post: Ambassador to Russia. 
The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate. 

Contributions, amount, date, donee: 
1. Self: William J. Burns—none. 
2. Spouse: Lisa A. Carty—none. 
3. Children and Spouses: Elizabeth Burns— 

none; Sarah Burns—none. 
4. Parents: William F. Burns—none; Mar-

garet C. Burns—none. 
5. Grandparents: William H. Burns (de-

ceased); Eleanor Burns (deceased); John 
Cassady (deceased); Mary Cassady (de-
ceased). 

6. Brothers and Spouses: John R. Burns— 
none; Ann Davis Burns—none; Mark E. 
Burns—none; Jennifer Burns—none; Robert 
P. Burns—none; Vicki Burns—none. 

Richard Henry Jones, of Nebraska, to be 
Ambassador to Israel. 

Nominee: Richard Henry Jones. 
Post: Ambassador to Israel. 
The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate. 

Contributions, amount, date, donee: 
1. Self: none. 
2. Spouse: none. 
3. Children and Spouses: Joseph A.W. 

Jones—none; Vera E.W. Jones—none; R. Ben-
jamin W. Jones—none; M. Hope W. Jones— 
none. 

4. Parents: Dailey M. Jones (deceased); 
Sara N. Jones (deceased). 

5. Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. B.O. Jones 
(both deceased); Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Nall (both 
deceased). 

6. Sisters and Spouses: Dailey M. Jones II— 
$100, August 2004 George W. Bush; (spouse) 
Irene Jones—none; Joseph N. Jones—(de-
ceased). 

Francis Joseph Ricciardone, Jr., of New 
Hampshire, to be Ambassador to the Arab 
Republic of Egypt. 

Nominee: Francis Joseph Ricciardone, Jr. 
Post: U.S. Embassy, Cairo. 
The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate. 

Contributions, amount, date, donee: 
1. Self: 0. 
2. Spouse: 0. 
3. Children and Spouses: Marie Dunn 

Ricciardone, Francesca Mara Ricciardone, 
Chiara Teresa Ricciardone—0. 

4. Parents: Francis J. Ricciardone (mother, 
deceased)—0. 

5. Grandparents: (deceased)—0. 
6. Brothers and Spouses: Michael and Eliz-

abeth Ricciardone; James and Lisa 
Ricciardone; David and Beverly 
Ricciardone—0. 

7. Sisters and Spouses: Dr. Marguerite 
Ricciardone Stone and Dr. David R. Stone; 
Theresa Ricciardone Thayer and Peter 
Thayer—0. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of 
committee was submitted: 

By Mr. SPECTER for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Kenneth L. Wainstein, of Virginia, to be 
United States Attorney for the District of 
Columbia for the term of four years. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SMITH: 
S. 1632. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide a special depre-
ciation allowance for certain property ac-
quired during the 3-year period beginning 
August 29, 2005; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. TALENT (for himself and Mr. 
BOND): 

S. 1633. A bill to allow law enforcement of-
ficers to represent themselves as minors on 
the Internet to better protect America’s 
children from sexual predators; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST (for Mr. VITTER (for 
himself, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SPECTER, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. LOTT, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. KYL)): 

S. 1634. A bill to allow United States courts 
to conduct business during emergency condi-
tions, and for other purposes; considered and 
passed. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Mr. MARTINEZ, and Mr. LIEBERMAN): 

S. 1635. A bill to establish ocean bottom 
trawl areas in which trawling is permitted, 
to protect deep sea corals and sponges, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. TAL-
ENT, Mr. OBAMA, and Mr. BOND): 

S. 1636. A bill to provide agricultural dis-
aster assistance to producers on a farm that 
incurred qualifying crop or quality losses for 
the 2005 crop due to damaging weather or re-
lated condition, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. OBAMA, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. REED, Mr. 
CORZINE, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. SALAZAR, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
DORGAN, and Mr. BIDEN): 

S. 1637. A bill to provide emergency relief 
to meet the immediate needs of survivors of 
Hurricane Katrina for health care, housing, 
education, and financial relief, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. OBAMA: 
S. 1638. A bill to provide for the establish-

ment of programs and activities to assist in 
mobilizing an appropriate healthcare work-
force in the event of a health emergency or 
natural disaster; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
BAUCUS, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. THOMAS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. COCHRAN, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 1639. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the founding of America’s National 
Parks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 
S. 1640. A bill to prohibit price gouging re-

lating to certain goods and services in areas 
affected by major disasters; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 1641. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Army to carry out a project for the miti-
gation of shore damage attributable to the 
project for navigation, Saco River, Maine; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. CORNYN: 
S. 1642. A bill to prohibit narco-terrorists 

from aiding and supporting terrorists and 
terrorist organizations; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr. 
LEAHY): 

S. 1643. A bill to provide the Secretary of 
Agriculture with additional authority and 
funding to provide emergency relief, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, to victims of Hurricane Katrina 
and related conditions; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 1644. A bill to promote the employment 

of workers displaced by Hurricane Katrina in 
connection with Hurricane Katrina recon-
struction efforts; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 1645. A bill to establish a first responder 

interoperable communications grant pro-
gram; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. REID, 
and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 1646. A bill to provide for the care of vet-
erans affected by Hurricane Katrina; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. 
CORZINE, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 1647. A bill to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to provide relief to victims of 
Hurricane Katrina and other natural disas-
ters; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 37 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 37, a bill to extend the special post-
age stamp for breast cancer research 
for 2 years. 
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S. 183 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 183, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
families of disabled children with the 
opportunity to purchase coverage 
under the medicaid program for such 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 211 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 211, a bill to facilitate nation-
wide availability of 2-1-1 telephone 
service for information and referral on 
human services, volunteer services, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 604 
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
604, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to authorize ex-
pansion of medicare coverage of med-
ical nutrition therapy services. 

S. 647 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 647, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to authorize 
physical therapists to evaluate and 
treat medicare beneficiaries without a 
requirement for a physician referral, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 649 
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
649, a bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
make volunteer members of the Civil 
Air Patrol eligible for Public Safety 
Officer death benefits. 

S. 769 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 769, a bill to enhance compliance as-
sistance for small businesses. 

S. 842 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 842, a bill to amend the National 
Labor Relations Act to establish an ef-
ficient system to enable employees to 
form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, to provide for mandatory injunc-
tions for unfair labor practices during 
organizing efforts, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 863 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 863, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centenary of the be-
stowal of the Nobel Peace Prize on 
President Theodore Roosevelt, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 911 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 

CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
911, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for re-
imbursement of certified midwife serv-
ices and to provide for more equitable 
reimbursement rates for certified 
nurse-midwife services. 

S. 927 
At the request of Mr. CORZINE, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 927, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to expand and 
improve coverage of mental health 
services under the medicare program. 

S. 967 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. CORZINE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 967, a bill to amend the 
Communications Act of 1934 to ensure 
that prepackaged news stories contain 
announcements that inform viewers 
that the information within was pro-
vided by the United States Govern-
ment, and for other purposes. 

S. 1002 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1002, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to make improvements in payments to 
hospitals under the medicare program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1014 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1014, a bill to provide additional relief 
for small business owners ordered to 
active duty as members of reserve com-
ponents of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1112 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1112, a bill to make permanent the en-
hanced educational savings provisions 
for qualified tuition programs enacted 
as part of the Economic Growth and 
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001. 

S. 1120 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator from 
Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1120, a bill to reduce hun-
ger in the United States by half by 
2010, and for other purposes. 

S. 1137 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1137, a bill to include 
dehydroepiandrosterone as an anabolic 
steroid. 

S. 1313 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1313, a bill to protect homes, small 
businesses, and other private property 
rights, by limiting the power of emi-
nent domain. 

S. 1339 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 

1339, a bill to reauthorize the Junior 
Duck Stamp Conservation and Design 
Program Act of 1994. 

S. 1367 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1367, a bill to provide for 
recruiting, selecting, training, and sup-
porting a national teacher corps in un-
derserved communities. 

S. 1388 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1388, a bill to amend chapter 6 of 
title 5, United States Code (commonly 
known as the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act), to ensure complete analysis of po-
tential impacts on small entities of 
rules, and for other purposes. 

S. 1440 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. DAYTON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1440, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide coverage for cardiac 
rehabilitation and pulmonary rehabili-
tation services. 

S. 1488 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1488, a bill to withhold funding from 
the United Nations if the United Na-
tions abridges the rights provided by 
the Second Amendment to the Con-
stitution, and for other purposes. 

S. 1496 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. CHAFEE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1496, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a pilot program under which up to 
15 States may issue electronic Federal 
migratory bird hunting stamps. 

S. 1508 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1508, a bill to require Senate can-
didates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form. 

S. 1523 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1523, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent 
increased expensing for small busi-
nesses. 

S. 1622 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. CORZINE) and the Senator 
from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1622, a bill to 
establish a congressional commission 
to examine the Federal, State, and 
local response to the devastation 
wrought by Hurricane Katrina in the 
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Gulf Region of the United States espe-
cially in the States of Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, and other areas im-
pacted in the aftermath and make im-
mediate corrective measures to im-
prove such responses in the future. 

S. 1628 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1628, a bill to provide the Sec-
retary of Education with waiver au-
thority for students who are eligible 
for Federal Pell Grants and are ad-
versely affected by a natural disaster. 

S. 1630 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BAYH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1630, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
establish the National Emergency 
Family Locator System. 

S. RES. 184 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON), the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. MARTINEZ) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 184, a resolution 
expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding manifestations of anti-Semi-
tism by United Nations member states 
and urging action against anti-Semi-
tism by United Nations officials, 
United Nations member states, and the 
Government of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 225 
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 225, a resolution designating the 
month of November 2005 as the ‘‘Month 
of Global Health’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for him-
self, Mr. MARTINEZ, and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN): 

S. 1635. A bill to establish ocean bot-
tom trawl areas in which trawling is 
permitted, to protect deep sea corals 
and sponges, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. President, I rise 
today to introduce, with my colleague 
Senator MARTINEZ, a bill that will bal-
ance the needs of fishermen with the 
needs of some of our most precious and 
vulnerable ocean resources: deep sea 
corals and sponges. Fishing and fishing 
communities are an important part of 
our culture, our history, and our econ-
omy. Deep sea corals and sponges are 
an important suite of species with wide 
economic potential extreme valuable 
ecologically. It is imperative that we 
protect the needs of both. 

Deep sea corals are similar to trop-
ical shallow-water corals, but are found 
in the deep cold waters near 
seamounts, ridges, undersea canyons, 
and the margins of the continental 

shelf. Like shallow-water corals, deep 
sea corals and sponges can form 
deepreefs and gardens that are essen-
tial to numerous marine species. For 
example, more than 1,300 species live 
among the Lophelia coral reefs in the 
northeastern Atlantic Ocean. These 
animals rely on complex coral and 
sponge habitats for spawning, food, and 
shelter from predation. 

Deep sea corals and sponges are also 
important to humans. They provide 
habitat that commercially and 
recreationally important fish can use, 
and many are under study as sources of 
new biomedical compounds to fight 
various diseases. 

Scientists around the world believe 
that these newly discovered deep sea 
corals and sponges are as important as, 
if not more important than, their trop-
ical cousins. The U.S. Commission on 
Ocean Policy suggested that the bio-
diversity of deep sea coral commu-
nities may rival that of shallow-water 
coral reefs. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration stated in 
2002 that deep sea coral ecosystems are 
‘‘much more extensive and of more 
widespread economic importance than 
tropical coral reefs.’’ 

Unfortunately, some types of fishing 
gear are detrimental to deep sea coral 
and sponge habitat. Today there is a 
serious risk that these precious deep 
sea corals, sponges, and their complex 
habitats will be inadvertently de-
stroyed before they can be properly as-
sessed by the scientific community. A 
single pass with a bottom trawl can 
wipe out a swath of this habitat that, 
because these species are extremely 
slow-growing, can remain bare for dec-
ades if not centuries. The U.S. Commis-
sion on Ocean Policy’s 2004 report em-
phasizes that deep sea corals need ac-
tion for protection. Five of the eight 
Regional Fisheries Management Coun-
cils agree, and have recently set aside 
many of their coral habitat areas as 
no-bottom-trawling zones. 

The Bottom Trawl and Deep Sea 
Coral Habitat Act builds on actions of 
these Councils, providing protection 
for deep sea corals and sponges while 
also preserving fishermen’s access to 
areas that have traditionally been 
trawled. The bill establishes three 
types of zones. Areas that are known to 
contain deep sea corals and sponges are 
set aside as Coral Habitat Zones, grant-
ing these species immediate protec-
tion. Areas that have been trawled at 
any time in the past seven years are es-
tablished as Bottom Trawling Zones, 
where bottom trawling is permitted. 
Areas that fit neither category are de-
fined Undesignated Zones, available at 
any time to be assigned as either Coral 
Habitat or Bottom Trawling Zones 
with results of research activities. 
Fishermen play a large role, through 
the Regional Councils, in defining how 
large these zones will be, and other 
types of fishing that do not use bottom 
gear are not impacted. 

The process of zone designation is de-
signed not to shrink the area of exist-

ing bottom trawling but to limit the 
opening of new grounds to bottom 
trawling until after scientists discover 
the extent of deep sea corals and 
sponges. The intent is to preserve ac-
cess to all areas that do not contain 
deep sea coral and sponge and that 
have been part of the fishing commu-
nity’s traditional grounds. These are 
not small areas. Traditional bottom 
trawl grounds include a large propor-
tion of the U.S. Exclusive Economic 
Zone: 10 percent according to National 
Research Council data. In some re-
gions, 75 percent of the shelf within 50 
miles of shore in is trawled with bot-
tom gear. 

We must act quickly, and our legisla-
tion provides a balanced approach to 
protection of fishing and protection of 
the environment. I call on my col-
leagues on the Commerce Committee, 
and the Senate leadership to take up, 
consider, and pass this bill as soon as 
possible. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 1635 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bottom 
Trawl and Deep Sea Coral Habitat Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Ocean resources are a vital component 

of the United States economy, as noted by 
the United States Commission on Ocean Pol-
icy. 

(2) A proper balance of use and protection 
of ocean resources is necessary to ensure the 
sustainability of such resources. 

(3) Deep ocean habitats provide fishery re-
sources and sites for deep sea corals and deep 
sea sponges. 

(4) Many fishermen of the United States 
derive their livelihoods from fishing in deep 
ocean areas. 

(5) It is important that fishermen continue 
to be permitted to use areas that have tradi-
tionally been fished, as long as conservation 
considerations allow. 

(6) According to the National Research 
Council, approximately 10 percent of the 
United States Exclusive Economic Zone, an 
area of a total of 3,400,000 square nautical 
miles, is used each year by fishermen who 
employ bottom trawls and, in the area that 
is 50 miles or less from shore, this percentage 
is higher than 75 percent in some regions. 

(7) Vessel monitoring systems are increas-
ingly used in the fishing industry. For exam-
ple, coverage of such systems for bottom 
trawl vessels in the Pacific and North Pacific 
is 100 percent. 

(8) Deep sea corals and deep sea sponges 
host biological diversity that, according to 
the United States Commission on Ocean Pol-
icy, ‘‘may rival that of coral communities in 
warmer, shallower waters’’. For example, 
more than 1,300 species live among Lophelia 
coral reefs in the northeastern Atlantic 
Ocean. 

(9) Complex seafloor habitats created by 
structure-forming organisms, such as deep 
sea corals and deep sea sponges, provide 
spawning habitat, food, and shelter to nu-
merous fishes and other associated species, 
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