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RECOGNIZING
SCHOLARS
SCHOOL

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Mr. SHAW. | rise today to recognize and
honor the dedication and ambition of three re-
cent graduates of Pine Crest School in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

Kyle Mahowald, Andrew Malcolm, and
Caitlin McAuliffe have each been recognized
as National Presidential Scholars. The Presi-
dential Scholars program was introduced by
Executive Order in 1964 as a means of ap-
plauding the efforts of the Nation’s top high
school graduates. This year, only 141 winners
were chosen from a candidate pool of over
2,700. With three, Pine Crest has the most
honorees of any school in the Nation. | am
confident that this achievement foreshadows
what their bright futures may hold.

The efforts of these students extend far be-
yond the classroom. Kyle, Andrew, and Caitlin
have reached out to their fellow peers, taking
leadership roles in various student organiza-
tions and serving as mentors for younger stu-
dents. Additionally, they have reached out to
their communities, giving countless hours from
their busy schedules to raise money for var-
ious worthy causes. Kyle Mahowald even be-
came the youngest person to compose the
Sunday crossword puzzle for the New York
Times.

The educators and parents of Pine Crest
School play a critical role in the success of all
of their students. | commend Raymond
Sessman, Anthony Jaswinski, and Gordon
lvanoski for their dedication and guidance to
these three students. Only with the support of
truly caring teachers can future generations of
American students hope to reach their
dreams.

On behalf of Florida’s 22nd District, | wish to
recognize Kyle Mahowald, Andrew Malcolm,
and Caitlin McAuliffe for their admirable efforts
and wish them the best of luck in their studies
at Harvard, Princeton, and Yale, respectively.
Their accomplishments are a shining example
to all of South Florida’s students and students
across the Nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN AND BETTY
ANN DONEGAN FOR THEIR OUT-
STANDING SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join Harbor Health
Services and the many family, friends, and
community members who have gathered to
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pay tribute to two outstanding members of the
Branford community and my good friends,
John and Betty Ann Donegan. John and Betty
Ann have dedicated a lifetime to public and
community service—making all the difference
throughout the Branford community.

As Harbor Health Services celebrates its
25th Anniversary, it is only fitting that they
should honor Betty Ann who, as a charter
board member, helped give life to this out-
standing organization. Since its inception, Har-
bor Health Services has provided invaluable
programs and services to those with behav-
ioral health needs and has become a leader in
quality care and service. Through her efforts
and guidance on the Board, Betty Ann’s in-
volvement with the organization has helped to
make it the success it is today. However, it is
not just for her good work with this agency
that she is being honored.

Both John and Betty Ann have devoted
countless hours to the Branford community.
Every community should be so fortunate as to
have a couple who so willingly give of them-
selves to make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Betty Ann’s reputation as an active and
dynamic volunteer is only further enhanced
when you consider the innumerable contribu-
tions she has made. Whether chairing benefits
for the Branford Volunteer Service Center, the
celebration of the reopening of the James
Blackstone Memorial Library, or the Branford
Festival, it seems that Betty Ann is always
available to lend a helping hand to ensure that
these community events are a success.

John has also demonstrated a unique com-
mitment to public and community service. He
has represented Branford residents as a mem-
ber of the Representative Town Meeting,
served on the Branford Board of Education,
and has for many years served as the town’s
Judge of Probate. In addition to his public
service, John has also devoted much of his
time to community organizations. For 25 years
he served as Secretary of the Branford Com-
munity Foundation, he is the immediate past
president of the Pine Orchard Yacht and
Country Club and has served as volunteer
counsel for the Branford Volunteer Service
Center. Through all of these efforts, John has
quietly enriched the community, improving the
quality of life for all of its residents.

On a more personal note, | must also thank
John and Betty Ann for their many years of
special friendship. When | first ran for Con-
gress in 1989, the Donegans were some of
the very first to support my efforts. Even dur-
ing a horrible blizzard, they opened up their
home to introduce me to the Branford commu-
nity. They are true friends and | am certainly
fortunate to have their support and encourage-
ment.

Their dedication and commitment to public
and community service is unparalleled. John
and Betty Ann reflect all that community lead-
ers should be. | am certainly proud to call
them my friends. | am pleased to stand today
and join all of those gathered in extending my
deepest thanks and appreciation to John and
Betty Ann Donegan as they are so fittingly

honored by Harbor Health Services with their
Community Service Award. There are few who
have demonstrated such generosity and com-
passion. They have left an indelible mark on
the Branford community—a legacy that has
touched the lives of thousands.

——————

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
DARTMOUTH STUDENTS HAVE
ENTERED THIS YEAR’S DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY SOLAR DE-
CATHLON

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the accomplishments
of a gifted group of students from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Dartmouth who have
designed and built an entry at this year's De-
partment of Energy Solar Decathlon.

The Solar Decathlon brings 18 college and
university teams to participate in this innova-
tive solar competition to design, build, and op-
erate the most attractive and energy-efficient
solar-powered home. Student teams built their
solar houses on their respective campuses
and will transport them to the National Mall in
Washington, DC, where they will form a solar
village on the National Mall.

The solar village is open to the public Octo-
ber 7-16, 2005. The teams’ solar houses are
open for touring every day except October 12,
when they are closed for competition pur-
poses. An overall winner will be announced on
October 14.

| especially wanted to note that after the
competition the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth Solar Decathlon Team will be do-
nating their solar home to Habitat For Human-
ity where it will be permanently installed in
Northeast DC as a Habitat-provided home. I'm
proud to have the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth in my district and to represent
these bright young people who have worked
so hard to draw attention to the benefits of al-
ternative energy.

———

CONGRATULATING PASQUALE
CASTAGNA AS RHODE ISLAND’S
2005 OUTSTANDING OLDER WORK-
ER

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
congratulate Pasquale Castagna, recently
honored as Rhode Island’s 2005 Outstanding
Older Worker. Mr. Castagna, at the age of 84,
continues to manage the Grandview Bed and
Breakfast in Westerly, RI, and still finds the
time to give back to his community through
service and dedication.
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A World War Il veteran and committed pub-
lic servant, Pat Castagna began working for
the bed and breakfast 18 years ago, after
spending 34 years as a community postman
for the U.S. Postal Service. He was honored
in that position in 1973 for “recognition of ef-
forts beyond the call of duty in bringing credit
to the postal service.”

Now property manager of the Grandview
Bed and Breakfast, Pat has kept the house,
grounds, and office running smoothly. His
work has contributed to making Grandview
one of the best in the area, winner of the 1998
Bed and Breakfast Excellence Award from the
South County Tourism Council.

After 84 years, Pat still finds time not only
to continue performing his job, but to con-
tribute to the community as well. He was cited
for most consecutive years of community serv-
ice for his work on the Westerly Town Council,
helping plan the Columbus Day Celebration
for 25 years and serving as a member of a
committee to memorialize those who died
serving our country.

The Outstanding Older Worker award re-
flects the characteristics of “leadership, learn-
ing, mentoring, and community service,” and
was created by Experience Works to honor
America’s senior workforce. The importance of
this segment of the workforce should never be
underestimated, and Rhode Island is proud to
have people like Mr. Castagna still hard at
work in our community. On behalf of my home
State, | would like to thank Mr. Castagna and
all older workers for their dedication to their
jobs, and | would like to wish them all great
success in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENTIAL
FREEDOM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPI-
ENTS

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the outstanding dedication
to community service displayed by ten high
school students who were recently awarded
the Presidential Freedom Scholarship.

This year’s recipients are Maruan Almada of
Fort Lauderdale, Jenna Ali of Deerfield Beach,
Charity Lamerson of Boynton Beach, Monique
Shepherd and Edwin Morales of Boca Raton,
Shaina McGehe of West Palm Beach, Aaron
Grossman of Royal Palm Beach, Jarrod
Matthei of Pompano Beach, Joshua Miller of
Parkland, and Stacey Blase of Palm Beach
Gardens.

These ten fine young individuals have taken
a leadership role in local community service
projects and devoted significant time and en-
ergy to improving our district. They have each
contributed more than 100 hours of service in
the last 12 months alone.

Mr. Speaker, today we recognize these ten
Freedom Scholarship recipients for their tire-
less efforts and leadership in working to im-
prove the lives of others in our community. |
wish these fine young men and women the
best of luck in their future endeavors, with full
confidence that their dedication to service will
continue to both improve lives and inspire oth-
ers.
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF ROBERT F.
NOLAN ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | am very proud
to rise today to join family, friends, and com-
munity members in extending my sincere
thanks and appreciation to my good friend,
Chief Robert F. Nolan, who is celebrating his
retirement after thirty-four years of dedicated
service. His retirement marks the end of a dis-
tinguished career in law enforcement with the
Hamden Police Department.

Recent times have brought a renewed pub-
lic respect for our Nation’s law enforcement of-
ficials and the very real dangers they face.
From the tragic events of Columbine to the
devastating attacks of September 11th to the
catastrophic destruction of Hurricane Katrina,
the skill, dedication and commitment of our
law enforcement officials has been tested.
From these tragedies lessons have been
learned and higher expectations have been
made for those who dedicate their lives to pro-
tecting our communities. In these times, we
have looked to our police officers for guidance
and reassurance.

Chief Nolan began his career as a patrol of-
ficer with the Hamden Police Department in
1971. In his over three decades of service
with the Department, he served in many posi-
tions with the utmost of distinction and integ-
rity. Throughout his career, Chief Nolan has
always dedicated himself to ensuring the pro-
tection and safety of the Harnden community.
Attending countless training exercises, work-
shops, forums, with both local and federal
agencies, the Chief always availed himself of
the most advanced law enforcement training
available. His unparalleled leadership and
dedication to law enforcement earned him the
appointment of Chief, a rank which he has
held for the last seven years.

| have perhaps never been so proud of our
law enforcement officials than in the days im-
mediately following September 11th. Chief
Nolan along with twenty-two of his officers
went to New York City to assist authorities at
the police command center. It has been
through outstanding efforts like these that the
Chief has earned the respect and esteem of
his Department, the citizens of Hamden, and
all that have had the opportunity to work with
him. Every community should be so fortunate.

With all of his work at the Department and
in the community, Chief Nolan still made time
to be of great assistance to myself and my
staff. He has been an invaluable resource to
us all and | want to extend my deepest thanks
and sincere appreciation for all of his many
years of support and friendship.

Chief Robert F. Nolan has demonstrated an
unparalleled commitment and has left an in-
delible mark on the Town of Hamden—he will
be missed. As he celebrates his retirement, it
is with great pleasure that | rise today to join
his wife, Shirley; daughters, Dawn and Robyn;
his three grandchildren, family, friends, and
colleagues in wishing him the very best for
many more years of health and happiness.

September 28, 2005
AVTEX BOILER HOUSE IMPLOSION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2005

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, September 19,
2005, was an historic day for Warren County
in Virginia’s 10th District. On that Monday, the
largest and last major building in the American
Viscose (Avtex) plant complex on Kendrick
Lane in Front Royal, next to the South Fork of
the Shenandoah River, was imploded. The
site is now being prepared for redevelopment
as a 165-acre technology-oriented business
park, 240-acre nature conservancy park, and
35-acre community soccer complex.

The event marked the end of an era for the
Front Royal and Warren County area which
began over six decades ago. From 1940 to
1989, the Avtex plant was a hub for this com-
munity, employing more than 2,500 people
manufacturing rayon, polyester and poly-
propylene fibers for the defense, space and
commercial industries. But its closure in 1989,
not only eliminated a great number of jobs, it
left the site unsuitable for reuse.

Following its closure, the facility was identi-
fied by the Environmental Protection Agency
as a Superfund site. However, before the EPA
could begin its work on cleaning up the site,
asbestos and lead-contaminated buildings had
to be removed. Since 2000, the Army Corp of
Engineers has been partnering with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, the Economic
Development Authority of Front Royal and
Warren County and the FMC Corporation, a
former owner of the site, in the Avtex cleanup
efforts. These partners have done an amazing
job of cleaning up this site and preparing for
a new use.

Clean-up can be very costly. That's why se-
curing federal assistance for the effort has
been a priority for Senator JOHN WARNER of
Virginia and myself for many years. However,
the initial funding of $12 million ended up
being insufficient to cover the full cost of de-
molishing the buildings and removing the as-
bestos. In 2003, Senator WARNER and | were
able to help provide an additional $11 million
in federal funds to finish the effort. It would
have been unacceptable to leave the project
half-done.

Monday was a very emotional day for many
who had dedicated years of service to our na-
tion at the Avtex site. While the occasion was
tinged with sadness for many former Avtex
employees who were on hand for Monday’s
ceremony, they are hopeful that their former
work site can once again be an economic cen-
ter for the region.

Former Avtex employees were recognized
for their contributions over the years with yel-
low ribbons. Louise Bowers, an 83-year-old
town resident, worked at the rayon plant for 46
years, over half of her life. Her father, the late
Noah Martin, had a part in the history of this
site having hauled sand used in the construc-
tion of the plant.

Mrs. Bowers went to work there in 1940,
one of 19 young women hired that day. During
World War Il, she wound motors for the spin-
ning room. She ended up in the “double-deck”
or the lower part of the plant, where the syrup-
like viscose liquid was poured through plat-
inum “jets” or thimbles, forming tiny filaments
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