
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1995 September 29, 2005 
as Manhattan borough president. In citywide 
elections nine months later, she was re-elect-
ed to a full four-year term with the endorse-
ment of the Democratic, Republican and Lib-
eral Parties. 

As borough president, she drew up a seven- 
point program for the revitalization of Har-
lem and East Harlem, securing $700,000 to 
plan for those and other underprivileged 
areas of the city. 

After becoming a federal judge in 1966, 
Judge Motley ruled in many cases, but her 
decisions often reflected her past. She de-
cided on behalf of welfare recipients, low-in-
come Medicaid patients and a prisoner who 
claimed to have been unconstitutionally 
punished by 372 days of solitary confinement, 
whom she awarded damages. 

She continued to try cases after she took 
senior status. Her hope as a judge was that 
she would change the world for the better, 
she said. 

‘‘The work I’m doing now will affect peo-
ple’s lives intimately,’’ she said in an inter-
view with The New York Times in 1977, ‘‘it 
may even change them.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 29, 2005] 
CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER BAKER MOTLEY DIES 

(By LARRY NEUMEISTER) 
NEW YORK.—When she was 15, Constance 

Baker Motley was turned away from a public 
beach because she was black. It was only 
then—even though her mother was active in 
the NAACP—that the teenager really be-
came interested in civil rights. 

She went to law school and found herself 
fighting racism in landmark segregation 
cases including Brown v. Board of Education, 
the Central High School case in Arkansas 
and the case that let James Meredith enroll 
at the University of Mississippi. 

Motley also broke barriers herself: She was 
the first black woman appointed to the fed-
eral bench, as well the first one elected to 
the New York state Senate. 

Motley, who would have celebrated her 
40th anniversary on the bench next year, 
died Wednesday of congestive heart failure 
at NYU Downtown Hospital, said her son, 
Joel Motley III. She was 84. 

‘‘She is a person of a kind and stature the 
likes of which they’re not making anymore,’’ 
said Chief Judge Michael Mukasey in U.S. 
District Court in Manhattan, where Motley 
served. 

From 1961 to 1964, Motley won nine of 10 
civil rights cases she argued before the Su-
preme Court. 

‘‘Judge Motley had the strength of a self- 
made star,’’ federal Judge Kimba Wood said. 
‘‘As she grew, she was unfailingly optimistic 
and positive—she never let herself be di-
verted from her goal of achieving civil 
rights, even though, as she developed as a 
lawyer, she faced almost constant condescen-
sion from our profession due to her being an 
African-American woman.’’ 

Motley, who spent two decades with the 
NAACP’s Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, started out there in 1945 as a law clerk 
to Thurgood Marshall, then its chief counsel 
and later a Supreme Court justice. In 1950, 
she prepared the draft complaint for what 
would become Brown v. Board of Education. 

In her autobiography, ‘‘Equal Justice 
Under Law,’’ Motley said defeat never en-
tered her mind. ‘‘We all believed that our 
time had come and that we had to go for-
ward.’’ 

The Supreme Court ruled in her and her 
colleagues’ favor in 1954 in a decision cred-
ited with toppling public school segregation 
in America while touching off resistance 
across the country and leading to some of 
the racial clashes of the 1960s. 

In the early 1960s, she personally argued 
the Meredith case as well as the suit that re-

sulted in the enrollment of two black stu-
dents at the University of Georgia. 

‘‘Mrs. Motley’s style could be deceptive, 
often allowing a witness to get away with 
one lie after another without challenging 
him,’’ one of the students, journalist 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, wrote in her 1992 
book, ‘‘In My Place.’’ But she would ‘‘sud-
denly threw a curve ball with so much skill 
and power that she would knock them off 
their chair.’’ 

Motley also argued the 1957 case in Little 
Rock, Ark., that led President Eisenhower to 
call in federal troops to protect nine black 
students at Central High. 

Also in the early 1960s, she successfully ar-
gued for 1,000 school children to be rein-
stated in Birmingham, Ala., after the local 
school board expelled them for dem-
onstrating. She represented ‘‘Freedom Rid-
ers’’ who rode buses to test the Supreme 
Court’s 1960 ruling prohibiting segregation in 
interstate transportation. During this time, 
she represented the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. as well, defending his right to march in 
Birmingham and Albany, Ga. 

Motley and the Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund, committed to a careful strat-
egy of dismantling segregation through the 
courts, were amazed by the emergence of 
more militant tactics such as lunch-counter 
sit-ins, but she came to believe that litiga-
tion was not the only road to equality. 

Recalling a 1963 visit to King in jail, she 
remarked, ‘‘It was then I realized that we did 
indeed have a new civil rights leader—a man 
willing to die for our freedom.’’ 

Motley was born in New Haven, Conn., the 
ninth of 12 children. Her mother, Rachel 
Baker, was a founder of the New Haven chap-
ter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. Her father, 
Willoughby Alva Baker, worked as a chef for 
student organizations at Yale University. 

It was the beach incident that solidified 
the course her life would take. 

Though her parents could not afford to 
send her to college, a local philanthropist, 
Clarence W. Blakeslee, offered to pay for her 
education after hearing her speak at a com-
munity meeting. 

Motley earned a degree in economics in 
1943 from New York University, and three 
years later, got her law degree from Colum-
bia Law School. 

In the late 1950s, Motley took an interest 
in politics and by 1964 had left the NAACP to 
become the first black woman to serve in the 
New York Senate. 

In 1965, she became the first woman presi-
dent of the borough of Manhattan, where she 
worked to promote integration in public 
schools. 

The following year, President Johnson 
nominated her to the federal bench in Man-
hattan. She was confirmed nine months 
later, though her appointment was opposed 
by conservative federal judges and Southern 
politicians. 

Over the next four decades, Motley handled 
a number of civil rights cases, including her 
decision in 1978 allowing a female reporter to 
be admitted to the New York Yankees’ lock-
er room. 

Motley is survived by her husband and son, 
three sisters and a brother. 
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HONORING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LOWER MERION 
CONSERVANCY 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 29, 2005 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Lower Merion Conservancy during 

its 10th anniversary celebration. The Lower 
Merion Conservancy was formed in 1995 
when the Lower Merion-Narberth Watershed 
Association merged with the Lower Merion 
Preservation Trust. 

The Conservancy focuses on education, 
conservation and the preservation of historic 
resources and open space in Lower Merion 
Township, Montgomery County, PA. The Con-
servancy actively engages members of the 
community to participate in conservation 
through programs such as Stream Watch, in 
which individuals adopt a stream to monitor, 
and Bird Watch and Butterfly Watch, in which 
people identify and number species near their 
homes. 

Additionally, the Conservancy has an ease-
ment program to protect Township properties 
and has forest restoration and native plant 
gardening programs. Folks from the Conser-
vancy partner with school groups for edu-
cational programs with children, the highlight 
of which is the Children’s Earth Day Forest. 
These projects emphasize to our young peo-
ple the responsibility we all share to protect 
our natural resources. 

I want to especially recognize the Conser-
vancy’s Executive Director, Mike Weilbacher. 
His leadership and efforts in educating the 
public about the environment and conservation 
have earned him awards from the Pennsyl-
vania Resources Council, the Pennsylvania 
Wildlife Association and the Pennsylvania Alli-
ance for Environmental Education. 

I am proud to represent an organization that 
has spent so many years in service of our en-
vironment and our community. I wish to ex-
tend my appreciation, and that of all those 
who have been helped by members of the 
Conservancy. I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in saluting the Lower Merion Conser-
vancy on reaching this milestone. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 209, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month. Domestic violence 
continues to have a devastating effect on 
American families. It is important for Congress 
to take a leading role in raising awareness 
about this issue. 

I am proud to have played a leading role in 
creating the 1994 Violence Against Women 
Act during my time in the White House. Since 
the passage of this important act, the rate of 
domestic violence in the United States has di-
minished. However, there is still work to be 
done in breaking the cycle of violence and ad-
dressing the root causes of domestic violence. 

Domestic violence affects women, men, and 
children of all racial, social, religious, ethnic 
and economic backgrounds. Between 1998 
and 2002, family violence accounted for 11 
percent of all reported violence in the nation. 
22 percent of murders in 2002 were com-
mitted by family members of the victims, and 
approximately 15 percent of violent crime con-
victions were for an attack on a family mem-
ber. 
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