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also would like to recognize the parents and
our community for supporting the Frank C.
Leal Elementary School’s efforts to help every
child reach their full potential.

Education has always been tied to the
promise of equality and opportunity for all and
the ABC Unified School District and the com-
munity of Cerritos have worked hard to give
every student an equal chance to succeed.
Congratulations to the Frank C. Leal Elemen-
tary School of Cerritos and the ABC Unified
School District for this incredible achievement!

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
THE CAPITOL PURSUIT DRIVE

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 29, 2005

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, the American League of Lobbyists
and Men’s Wearhouse, have created the an-
nual Capitol PurSuit Drive and through their
efforts to help citizens in Washington D.C. and
nationwide to obtain employment; and

Whereas, The 2nd Annual Capitol PurSuit
Drive event will be held on October 5 from
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. in the Rayburn Foyer;
and

Whereas, the American League of Lobbyists
and Men’s Wearhouse, should be commended
for their excellence in service to the local com-
munity for their unwavering dedication to help-
ing individuals acquire the necessary skills
and attire to pursue a career; and

Whereas the First Annual Capitol Pursuit
Drive successfully collected over 7,000 suits
as tax deductible donations in under four
hours on Capitol Hill and the recent events in
the affected Gulf Coast region have created
an additional need by displaced residents.

Therefore, | join with Members of Congress
and their staff in honoring and congratulating
the Capitol PurSuit Drive for its outstanding
mission and efforts.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 29, 2005

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, due to preparations
for Hurricane Rita in my district, | unfortunately
missed the following votes on the House floor
on Friday, September 22, 2005.

| ask that the RECORD reflect that had |
been able to vote that day, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote No. 488 (Sauder Amend-
ment to H.R. 2123), 489 (Stearns Amendment
to H.R. 2123), 491 (Musgrave Amendment to
H.R. 2123), 492 (Boehner Amendment to H.R.
2123), and rollcall vote No. 493 (Final Pas-
sage of H.R. 2123, School Readiness Act). |
strongly support these amendments and the
bill because they take important steps to pre-
pare children for success in school.

| also ask that the RECORD reflect that had
| been able to vote that day, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall vote No. 490 (Davis
(D-IL) Amendment to H.R. 2123).

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
JUDGE CONSTANCE BAKER MOT-
LEY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 29, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to remember and honor the invalu-
able contributions of Judge Constance Baker
Motley. She died of congestive heart failure at
NYU Downtown Hospital in New York City
yesterday at the age of 84. Judge Motley was
a woman of many firsts and true pioneer in
the civil rights struggle.

Judge Motley was a woman with numerous
accomplishments. She helped write briefs in
the groundbreaking Brown vs. Board of Edu-
cation case in 1954 and she headed a legal
campaign that opened admission at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi to James Meredith in
1962. Meredith was the first African American
student to attend that school. By the time he
graduated in 1963, Constance Motley had
made 22 trips to Mississippi on behalf of the
case. Later that year, she helped 1,100 black
children be reinstated in Birmingham after they
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were expelled for taking part in a demonstra-
tion. Judge Motley also served as the first
black woman in the New York State Senate in
1964 and the first woman borough president
for Manhattan.

In 1966, Judge Motley was sworn in by
President Lyndon Johnson as the first African
American woman to serve as a federal judge.
She ruled on a number of cases that dealt
with everything from discrimination in housing
to denial of benefits to Medicaid recipients to
prisoners who had been unconstitutionally
confined to solitary confinement for more than
a year.

Her aspiration for what she termed as “dig-
nity for all people” emerged early. Constance
Motley was the ninth of twelve children born to
parents from the small Caribbean island of
Nevis. At the age of 15, she was not allowed
onto a public beach because she was black.
It was then that she began reading all she
could about black history. She later became
president of her N.A.A.C.P youth council.

Three years later, Clarence W. Blakeslee, a
white philanthropist, heard Constance Motley
giving a speech at an African-American social
center. He was so moved by her stately ora-
tion that he offered to finance her aspirations
for a law degree.

Judge Motley attended Fisk University in
Nashville, my alma mater, then transferred to
New York University. In 1946, she graduated
from Columbia School of Law and become a
volunteer at the N.A.A.C.P.’s Legal Defense
and Education Fund, which had been founded
by Thurgood Marshall.

Known for her dignified manner and quiet
approach, Judge Motley was highly regarded
as an extraordinary legal tactician. It was also
one of the reasons Thurgood Marshall felt that
she could be so effective during the Meredith
case in 1961. Of the ten cases she argued be-
fore the Supreme Court, Judge Motley won
nine. She continued to work tirelessly on a va-
riety of civil rights cases. One of the most re-
cent cases included her decision in 1978 al-
lowing a female reporter to be admitted to the
New York Yankees’ locker room.

Mr. Speaker, Judge Constance Baker Mot-
ley was a brilliant advocate for the legal rights
of all people. In her autobiography Equal Jus-
tice Under Law, Motley said defeat never en-
tered her mind. “We all believed that our time
had come and that we had to go forward.” It
is with this faith that she lived, and in this spirit
that she will forever be remembered.
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