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price gouging is and what factors go
into it and then apply it to the facts of
this case. We are after excessive profits
like 255 percent in 12 months or 46 per-
cent in 12 months, not the person who
makes 5 percent in 12 months. And we
want it to apply throughout the Na-
tion, not just at the time of disaster
and in the area affected by the dis-
aster.

We provide the FTC with the right
and authority to watch market manip-
ulation. The majority party is silent on
that fact.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to address the
House out of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

IRAQ AND PRISONER ABUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, 8
months ago standing outside this
dome, the President of the United

States spoke these words as he was
sworn in for a second term: ‘“We will
persistently clarify the choice before
every ruler and every nation, the moral
choice between oppression, which is al-
ways wrong, and freedom which is eter-
nally right. All who live in tyranny
and hopelessness can know the United
States will not ignore your oppression
or excuse your oppressors.”’

Beautiful words, honorable senti-
ments, if only the Bush administration
were conducting this war in Iraq in a
way that actually reflects those values.

Last week, Human Rights Watch re-
leased a report that details once again
how Iraqi war prisoners were subjected
to acts of sadistic cruelty at the hands
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of their supposed liberators. This time
it was at Forward Operating Base Mer-
cury, where beatings and other forms
of humiliation took place on a daily
basis for several months. Often, this
was not even about interrogation or se-
curing some vital piece of national se-
curity. “In a way, it was sport,” said
one sergeant in the 82nd Airborne, a
way to ‘“work out your frustration.”
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What is perhaps most tragic is that
our soldiers who have committed these
acts are themselves victims as well,
victimized by their incompetent and
amoral superiors who give a wink and
a nod to torture and then blame it on
a few bad apples. One officer in the
82nd Airborne, Captain Ian Fishback,
was appalled by the prisoner abuse and
tried in vain for a year and a half to
get some clarification from his superi-
ors about how prisoners should be
treated, given that the administration
had essentially tossed the Geneva Con-
ventions in the trash can. He got no an-
swers because the Pentagon seemed to
want the abuse to continue but did not
want to take any responsibility for it.

That is how it works with this crowd:
The powerless take the fall while the
high-level decisionmakers who make
bad decisions are left in place to make
more bad decisions. So it is that
Lynndie England faces jail time for her
conduct at Abu Ghraib while Tommy
Franks gets the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.

The prisoner abuse episode is con-
sistent with everything else about the
way this war has been handled. It indi-
cates both a moral blind spot and a
staggering incompetence that has cost
nearly 2,000 Americans their lives. The
Bush administration had no plan for
how to conduct this war, they had no
plan for securing the country once Sad-
dam was deposed, and now they have
no plan for ending the war. We need a
compassionate and we need a viable
exit strategy, one that ends the occu-
pation but still gives us a constructive
role in the rebuilding of Iraqi society.
If the President will not do it, we will.
If the President will not lead, we will.

Two weeks ago, I held an informal bi-
partisan hearing to discuss plans to
withdraw our troops and end the war.
We heard from a panel of Middle East
experts and military strategists, just
the kind of people George Bush should
have listened to along his march to
war, all of whom testified about the
need for a change in U.S. policy in Iraq.
The hearing was not about endorsing
one particular approach. My goal was
to put ideas on the table, to start a
conversation that the Nation wants
and the Nation deserves. Two-thirds of
the American people disapprove of the
President’s handling of Iraq, and yet it
has been some sort of taboo around
this place to discuss troop withdrawal.
The American people are way ahead of
Congress on this. It is about time we
caught up, it is about time we realized
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RESPONSE TO SECRETARY
BENNETT’S COMMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, this
evening I rise to express my deep dis-
dain and disgust for comments made
yesterday on his radio show by former
Secretary of Education William Ben-
nett.

He said, and I quote, ‘“You could
abort every black baby in this country
and your crime rate would go down.
That would be an impossible, ridicu-
lous, and morally reprehensible thing
to do, but your crime rate would go
down.”

These are shameful words, Mr.
Speaker. I am appalled to have to say
them on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Secretary Bennett’s
words reflect a narrow-minded spirit
that has no place within American dis-
course. These words do not reflect the
values of hope and opportunity for the
future, they do not reflect the values of
the American people, Democrat or Re-
publican. Secretary Bennett does not
reflect American mainstream values;
he did not when he was Secretary of
Education and he does not now. Lead-
ers are called to higher standards than
Secretary Bennett has demonstrated.
We have a responsibility to lead, to be
an example.

As Americans feel the pain of two
hurricanes, as Americans still reel
from questions about the role that race
and poverty played in the government
response to these devastating hurri-
canes, we must stand sentry against
any hint of racism, any indication of
injustice, any moment of intolerance.
Now is not the time for divisive com-
ments, now is the time for coming to-
gether, now is the time for healing.

What could possibly have possessed
Secretary Bennett to say those words,
especially at this time? What could he
possibly have been thinking? This is
what is so alarming about his words.

I urge President Bush to renounce his
statement, and I call on Secretary Ben-
nett to apologize. I encourage my Re-
publican colleagues to join me on the
House floor to reject these words and
to speak for a future of tolerance and
equality. I invite Secretary Bennett
and other Republicans to join Demo-
crats in creating solutions to national
problems and meeting national needs.
It is very sad, because children do
study the words that are said on the
floor of the House of Representatives,
and these words are very shameful.

But words are shameful, too, that
deny children the education they need,
the health care they deserve, economic
security for their families, a clean en-
vironment where they have clean air
and clean water and safe food to eat;
and when we deprive them of that we
are insulting them, but these words are
a direct hit at them. Secretary Bennett
is a writer. He knows that words have
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