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a positive difference. On October 21, family
and friends as well as the grateful recipients of
Rich Geha'’s kind service and financial support
to non-profit organizations, will gather to ac-
knowledge his years of community service. |
join them in appreciation for his commitment
to excellence.

——————

HONORING HEALTHSOURCE
SAGINAW, INC.

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to honor the administration and staff of
HealthSource Saginaw, Inc. For 75 years, this
facility has provided superior medical care to
patients throughout the Saginaw area, and on
October 21, they shall break ground on a new,
larger facility.

Originally known as Saginaw County Hos-
pital, HealthSource Saginaw was established
by county officials in 1930 as a tuberculosis
sanitarium. In 1991, it became a Municipal
Health Facility Organization and qualified for
non-profit status with the Internal Revenue
Service. Throughout the years, it has main-
tained a vision to offer the finest care avail-
able, care that meets and exceeds the latest
in healthcare, communications, and informa-
tion technology. At the same time,
HealthSource Saginaw has continued to pro-
vide the quality level of compassion for which
it is known for throughout the State of Michi-
gan.

With 319 inpatient beds, HSS is comprised
of three divisions: Behavioral Medicine Serv-
ices, an Extended Care Center, and a Medical
Rehabilitation Center. They offer specialty
services such as inpatient and outpatient
Chemical Dependency and Mental Health care
and treatment, restorative care, physical, oc-
cupational, and speech therapy, and the re-
gion’s only inpatient adolescent mental health
program. They receive accreditation from the
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation
Facilities and the Joint Commission on Ac-
creditation of Healthcare Organizations, who
have given them the most optimal level of dis-
tinction for their hospital level services.

In addition to its non-profit status, HSS re-
ceives significant funding from Medicare, Med-
icaid, and of course through the support of
Saginaw County residents, who have author-
ized a millage to help with costs. Over 99 per-
cent of their total budget, including funds re-
ceived by the millage, is earmarked for direct
patient care, with the remaining one percent
slated for equipment.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor and a
pleasure for me to have this opportunity to
recognize this outstanding group of medical
professionals. Many families have benefited
from their care and services. The staff con-
siders it their duty and privilege to protect and
defend human dignity and the quality of life for
their patients. | am grateful for HealthSource
Saginaw’s commitment to go beyond the ordi-
nary when providing healthcare services, and
| ask my colleagues in the 109th Congress to
please join me in congratulating and wishing
them well on their expansion.
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STATEMENT IN REMEMBRANCE OF
KENNETH SMITH

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sorrow | announce the passing of Kenneth
Smith of Manahawkin, New Jersey, after a
long battle with cancer. Ken dedicated his life
toward enhancing the sandy beaches, not only
of New Jersey, but of the entire nation.

Ken Smith was a tireless and dedicated ad-
vocate for protecting and enhancing our
beaches. He knew how much they mean to
our state and national economies, and he
fought tenaciously to assure the federal gov-
ernment gave beach preservation the priority it
deserves. For over a quarter of a century, Ken
was America’s “Coastal Advocate.”

Ken spent eight years as a Vice President
and as a Director of the American Shore and
Beach Preservation (ASBPA); and is a co-
founder of the Alliance for a Living Ocean,
formed in response to the terrible summer
when garbage and other pollution was wash-
ing up on the Jersey shore in 1987. The Alli-
ance for a Living Ocean won the Governor’s
Award for Volunteerism in 1999. Ken, known
as ASBPA’s “Tenacious Bulldog at the
Beach,” won the organization’s prestigious
Morrough P. O’Brien Award in 1999, followed
by its Lifetime Achievement Award in 2004.

The millions of tourists who come to visit
and enjoy our beaches each year from across
the nation and from around the world, as well
as ail those whose communities are protected
from the ravages of storms by these same
dunes and healthy beaches, owe Ken a debt
of gratitude for all that he accomplished. Ken
was the leading force in bringing an aware-
ness to so many people about the importance
of working together to preserve not only our
beaches and oceans, but the environment and
our natural resources as a whole. His dedica-
tion to not only protecting the beaches but
educating people on the importance of preser-
vation was unparalleled.

| extend my sympathies to his wife, Pat, and
to his entire family and hope that these words
of appreciation will comfort them in their time
of sorrow.

———

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED
SPECIES RECOVERY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 29, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3824) to amend
and reauthorize the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 to provide greater results conserving
and recovering listed species, and for other
purposes:

Ms. ESHOO of California. Mr. Chairman, |
rise to oppose the Pombo bill and in support
of the reforms in the substitute amendment of-
fered by Representatives GEORGE MILLER and
SHERWOOD BOEHLERT.

The Endangered Species Act is a corner-
stone of environmental protection. I'm very
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proud that one of my predecessors in the
Congress, Pete McCloskey, was a leader in
enacting this bipartisan law.

After more than 30 years, it's worth reevalu-
ating and updating this law to better meet its
objectives. | understand some of the frustra-
tions that constituents have with the current
law, but | don’t think we should throw “the
baby out with the bathwater” as the underlying
bill would do.

While critics rightfully point out that we need
to do more to help endangered species re-
cover so they can be removed from the en-
dangered list, the fact is the Endangered Spe-
cies Act has been highly successful, with 99
percent of species listed under the ESA being
saved from extinction.

| have very deep concerns about the bill be-
fore us today.

First, the bill requires the Federal Govern-
ment to pay developers’ costs in complying
with the Endangered Species Act whenever
even a portion of a property is impacted.
There’s no limit on the compensation pay-
ments that would be paid. The Congressional
Budget Office has said this is a new entitle-
ment that will increase spending by billions of
dollars and establish a dangerous precedent.
Imagine, for example, the Federal Government
paying a factory owner for the costs of com-
plying with the Clean Air Act when a decision
is made to expand the plant. That's the prin-
ciple this bill will establish. It's an extraordinary
mistake.

Second, the bill removes protections against
the use of hazardous pesticides. It's estimated
that 67 million birds die each year from the ef-
fects of pesticides. These protections must be
kept in place. One of the reasons the Endan-
gered Species Act was adopted in the first
place was to address declines in the popu-
lation of the bald eagle caused by DDT.

Third, the bill strips the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration of its role in
administering the Endangered Species Act,
transferring it to the Department of Interior
with no assurance whatsoever that this agen-
cy will have the resources or the expertise to
take on this responsibility.

Fourth, the bill reduces the role of science
by ending the current requirement that Federal
agencies consult with wildlife biologists before
undertaking actions that might harm endan-
gered species.

The Miller-Boehlert Substitute makes great
sense if we want to capitalize on the suc-
cesses and the lessons of the last 30-plus
years.

The substitute will repeal the current re-
quirement that the Secretary designate “crit-
ical habitat” for endangered fish, wildlife, and
plants before formulating a plan for species re-
covery. Instead, the substitute requires real
habitat recovery efforts to conserve rare and
threatened fish and wildlife. It ensures that re-
covery plans include the best possible science
and that they’re enforceable.

The substitute directs the Secretary to first
determine whether public lands are sufficient
to protect and save the endangered species
before taking other measures that will impact
private landowners.

The substitute will help small landowners
who may not have the resources to comply
with the Act. It will provide dedicated funding
for technical assistance for these private prop-
erty owners and establish a conservation
grants program for landowners who help con-
serve the species on or near their property. It
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contains requirements that private citizens get
timely answers from ESA enforcement agen-
cies and insists on reporting requirements so
that we know how many applications are really
going unanswered.

The reforms in the substitute make sense
and they should be adopted. The base text
should be rejected.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. LINDA
LEONARD

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mrs. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Ms. Linda Leonard, a dedi-
cated member and Executive Director of Long
Island Crisis Center, LICC. On October 10,
2005, Ms. Leonard will celebrate 30 years of
service to the citizens of Nassau County and
Long Island.

Long Island Crisis Center was created in the
1970s by students of Adelphi University to
promote counseling for students by students
via telephone or face-to-face appointments.
Since then, the Center has expanded to help
countless Long Islanders with a wide array of
programs.

Ms. Leonard has been in charge of the Cen-
ter since 1979. She has brought support to
numerous groups on Long Island and has
brought the LICC from its very humble begin-
nings to an established multi-service agency.
The people of Long Island are in debt to the
work of this committed woman.

There have been many groundbreaking pro-
grams established by Ms. Leonard in her 30
years of service. For example, in the late
1970s runaway and homeless youth had no
where to turn to for support. Ms. Leonard
changed that in conjunction with the Nassau
County Youth Board. She established the
Runaway and Homeless Youth Hotline along
with housing for these young people. She fur-
ther led the way in the creation of Nassau
Haven, a shelter for these same youth. While
this shelter was not opened until 1980, the
LICC continued to help these young members
of the Long Island community.

Ms. Leonard is also responsible in creating
support lines for people from stigmatized pop-
ulations of Long Island. She had led the fight
to create peer counseling and assistance pro-
grams for gay and lesbian youth. She pursued
this fight through the 1980s, a time where this
policy was viewed as highly unpopular. In
1993, LICC formed Pride for Youth with a
grant from the Paul Rapoport Foundation.
Pride for Youth’s mission is to enhance the
health and wellness of these youth through
education, supportive services, and youth de-
velopment.

It is the strong leadership of this woman that
has allowed the LICC to be an effective orga-
nization in helping those members of the Long
Island community most needing help. Mr.
Speaker and colleagues, please join me in
congratulating Linda in her 30 years of serv-
ice. Best wishes, Linda, and | can only hope
you continue serving Long Island in the excep-
tional way you have for 30 years.
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A PROCLAMATION THANKING CAM-
ERON R. AGIN FOR HIS LIFE-
LONG DEDICATION TO HIS COM-
MUNITY AND HIS COUNTRY

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas Cameron R. Agin honorably
served his country during a time of conflict in
World War II; and

Whereas, Cameron R. Agin continued his
life of service with the Zanesville Police De-
partment, earning the rank of Captain; and

Whereas, Cameron R. Agin led a life de-
voted to civic responsibility and true patriotism
in the Jaycees, Charity Newsies, American Le-
gion, Boy Scouts, Grotto, Shrine and the
VFW.

Therefore, | join with family, friends and the
entire 18th Congressional district of Ohio in
thanking Mr. Cameron R. Agin for his inspiring
service both in war and at peace.

————

RECOGNIZING KATZEN INTER-
NATIONAL ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the impressive achievements of a
company in Ohio’s First Congressional District
that is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
KATZEN International is a leading name in the
ethanol industry and has been involved in the
design and development of 70 ethanol plants
around the world. | think my colleagues would
agree that 50 years is a remarkable amount of
time to be in any business, and this is no ex-
ception.

KATZEN International, Inc. was formed in
1955 by Dr. Raphael Katzen. The company in-
cludes a group of highly experienced chemical
and mechanical engineers, biologists, and de-
signers who have applied their expertise to
provide innovative and advanced design con-
cepts encompassing the agriculture, chemical,
sugar, paper, and other industries.

Dr. Katzen pioneered a number of tech-
nologies used to produce fuel grade ethanol
and as early as 1945 he designed, built, and
operated a 17 million gallon per year ethanol
plant in Springfield, Oregon using wood as a
feedstock. Dr. Katzen and his colleagues have
worked to improve the quality of life in rural
America by developing some of the most effi-
cient and successful ethanol plants in the
country. As the ethanol industry has matured
and larger plants have become the norm,
KATZEN has retained its agriculture base and
continues to work with ethanol plants of all
sizes.

On behalf of the. people of Ohio’s First Con-
gressional District, | would like to congratulate
Raphael Katzen and KATZEN International on
50 years of technology, development, environ-
mental stewardship, and support for rural
America.
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TRIBUTE TO WALT HIERSTEINER

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | want
to take a moment to bring to the attention of
the House of Representatives a profile and
interview of one of my leading constituents in
Kansas’ Third Congressional District, Walter
Hiersteiner of Prairie Village, Kansas. Walt re-
cently was the subject of an article in “The
Best Times: a newspaper for Johnson Coun-
ty’s 60-and-older citizens”, which | am includ-
ing with this statement.

Walt Hiersteiner has a long history of serv-
ice to his family, friends and community. Since
1946, he has been involved with the manage-
ment and administration of the Tension Enve-
lope Corporation of Kansas City, Missouri,
where he has been responsible for numerous
innovations in that field, including 25 United
States patents. Just as important, if not more
so, has been his dedication to the Kansas City
community, including: service on the Shawnee
Mission Board of Education; establishment of
the Committee for Excellence, which sup-
ported several school bond issues; service on
the Kansas State Board of Regents, to which
he was appointed by Governor Robert Dock-
ing; chairing the Legislative Committee for the
Johnson County Community College Founda-
tion; and fundraising and direct financial sup-
port for numerous worthy community causes,
including the Children’s Center at Johnson
County Community College and the Truman
Medical Center.

| am pleased to have this opportunity to
place this profile from the Best Times in the
RECORD, but | am more pleased to have this
opportunity to  publicly recognize = Walt
Hiersteiner as a vitally important community
leader and activist in the Third Congressional
District, and as my personal friend for many
years.

[From The Best Times, Sept. 2005]
WALT HIERSTEINER: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
OVER A LIFETIME
(By Lynn Anderson)

A native of Des Moines, Iowa, Walter
Hiersteiner graduated from the University of
Iowa in Iowa City (a member of the Phi Beta
Kappa society in 1939) and then Harvard Law
School in 1942, where he was an editor of the
Harvard Law Review. While a student at the
University of Iowa, he met Jean Newburger,
whom he married in 1944. After World War II,
the couple moved to Kansas City.

Following his graduation from Harvard
Law School, he practiced briefly with the
Kansas City law firm of Ryland, Stinson,
Mag & Thomson. In 1942 he was called in as
a commissioned Naval officer, serving until
1946, principally as a naval gunnery officer
stationed in Cincinnati, Ohio, and then Long
Island, New York.

Following his discharge in 1946, he prac-
ticed briefly with the law firm of Margolin &
Reinhardt in Kansas City. Then, in 1946, he
joined the Tension Envelope Corp., which at
that time had four manufacturing facilities.
Years later, when Bert Berkowitz and Walter
Berkowitz died within three weeks of one an-
other, Bert Berkley, the son of Bert
Berkowitz, became president, and Walter be-
came executive vice president, sharing prin-
cipal management responsibilities with Bert
Berkley.

Bert Berkley’s son, Bill, has taken over the
sole management of the Tension Envelope
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