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So much did John enjoy giving that he 

went to a party at the Oasis Center for Chil-
dren at Christmas time and gave each child 
a card, a hug, and twenty dollars. He did this 
again on Valentines Day. These actions rep-
resent the very essence of John Joseph 
Picini Jr. 

If we can define a man by the music he 
loves, we can define John as a peacemaker 
and a poet. His heroes—John Lennon, Jimi 
Hendrix, Harry Chapin, Bob Dylan. All 
peacemakers and poets. All but Dylan, taken 
from this planet long before their time. 

John will be watching and loving us from 
his new home with the angels. He was, after 
all, an angel flying too close to the ground as 
Willie Nelson would say. 

We who are left behind have been forever 
changed for knowing John. And we will be 
forever changed for having lost him. He is, 
without a doubt, surrounded with warmth 
and love and light in the arms of God the fa-
ther, his son Jesus Christ and the Blessed 
Mother. They’re holding him and keeping 
him safe. He will live forever in our hearts 
and he’ll have no tears in heaven. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4, 
2005, and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take my Special 
Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
f 

FUEL PRICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, as I 
travel my district in Nebraska, the 
number one concern is high fuel prices, 
and I would assume that is true for a 
great many Members in this Chamber. 
The reasons are somewhat obvious. 
Worldwide demand for petroleum has 
increased. China and India are using 
more oil than ever before. We are near-
ly 60 percent dependent on foreign oil 
at the present time. OPEC can, to some 
degree, set oil prices because of that. 
And of course more recently the hurri-
canes have shut down some of our re-
fineries. 

So we took a good first step last July 
in passing the energy bill. The renew-
able fuel standards require 7.5 billion 
gallons of ethanol or biodiesel by 2012, 
which nearly doubles the amount of re-

newable fuels. Also the energy bill ex-
pedites access to 2 trillion barrels of oil 
in U.S. oil shale deposits. And also it 
promotes an initiative for the produc-
tion of hydrogen fuel cells, which I 
think in 15 to 20 years can pretty much 
remove demand for petroleum fuel 
products. 

However, we do need some immediate 
relief, something quicker than the en-
ergy bill passed in July can provide. We 
have had no new refineries built since 
1976. It is almost impossible to get a 
building permit for a new refinery, and 
so as a result our refineries are oper-
ating at roughly 95 percent of full ca-
pacity, whereas most in the industry 
operate somewhere around 75 percent 
to 80 percent of capacity. So any slight 
disruption in the process can put us 
right over the edge, as happened with 
the hurricanes. 

Many Americans are currently spend-
ing 10 percent of their income on gaso-
line, particularly low-income Ameri-
cans. The agriculture profits have been 
eaten up by high fuel costs, so many 
farmers in my area are losing money 
because of the high fuel costs. 

The Gasoline for Americas Security 
Act of 2005 will be introduced tomor-
row, and we will vote on it. I think 
there are some tremendous aspects of 
this bill. Number one, it encourages in-
creased refinery capacity by removing 
regulatory and permitting roadblocks. 
We have not been able to build one be-
cause of all of the environmental con-
cerns. 

Number two, it reduces the boutique 
fuels from somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of 40 to six. Every time you 
switch from one type of fuel to an-
other, you shut down the refinery, 
clean out all of the pipes, very time- 
consuming and very expensive; and this 
reduces that process to about six types 
of fuel. It also removes red tape from 
pipeline construction. 

Above all, one of the most important 
things, it removes the loan guarantees 
on the Alaska pipeline unless that 
pipeline is started within the next 2 
years. So far we need that pipeline 
badly because we need the gas that 
comes from Canada and Alaska, and 
that pipeline would provide a very val-
uable source. 

Fourth, it promotes carpooling 
through education and incentives 
which will save petroleum. 

And last, it prevents price gouging 
and requires the Federal Trade Com-
mission to draft a standard definition 
of price gouging, because right now ev-
erybody has their own definition, and 
it will provide some enforcement 
guidelines. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is a good bill. 
I am looking forward to it. I think it 
can provide some immediate relief in 
this country in an area where we can 
stand some help. 
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URGING A ‘‘NO’’ VOTE ON GASO-
LINE FOR AMERICA’S SECURITY 
ACT OF 2005 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there is 
no doubt that one of the biggest con-
cerns that we hear from our constitu-
ents is the unjustified increase in the 
price of fuels. Just in Ohio today, gaso-
line is over $3 a gallon. People cannot 
afford to take their families for week-
end drives or vacations because the 
cost of gasoline prohibits it. Farmers 
and other small businessmen face high-
er fuel costs that are making it nearly 
impossible for them to make a profit. 
Individuals are concerned about the 
cost of home heating this year as heat-
ing oil and natural gas prices go up 
faster than windchill blowing across 
the Great Lakes, and programs like 
heating assistance for those that can-
not afford to pay their bills, like senior 
citizens, are facing flatlining by the 
Republican majority in this House 
when it is eminently clear that the 
need will be greater this year than ever 
in the past. We always seem to be able 
to find money to send to other coun-
tries, but we cannot take care of the 
people right here at home. What a 
shame. 

So what does this Congress do about 
all of this? Tomorrow we are supposed 
to be debating the Gasoline for Amer-
ica’s Security Act of 2005, H.R. 2360. 
The wordsmiths have been busy little 
elves with this one because not only 
does it have the right words to make 
the public believe that this body is 
really doing something about the prob-
lem, but it really is not. They have 
tucked away goodies for their friends 
in the oil industry who thought that 
the energy bill that some people voted 
here a few weeks ago was not enough 
for them. In the words of former Presi-
dent Reagan, ‘‘There they go again.’’ 

They give new regulatory subsidies 
to the refining industry when those in-
dustries’ profits are at breaking 
records. If we look, just in this past 
year of 2004, the five major U.S. oil 
companies, Exxon, British Petroleum, 
Shell, Chevron and Conoco, have al-
most tripled their profits, taking in 
more than $50 billion, $50 billion, more 
than they did just 2 years before. How 
much more do they want when so many 
in our society are living right at the 
edge? 

In 2005, after months of suspected 
price gouging, these five major oil 
companies are on target to pocket over 
$100 billion more, nearly $40 billion 
more than Congress has appropriated 
so far to rebuild the entirety of our 
devastated gulf coast, think about 
that, which has taken generations to 
build. That is how much money just 
those companies are taking in. 
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The bill rolls back authority cur-

rently given to our Federal Trade Com-
mission to deal with price gouging. It 
seems to target smaller retailers while 
limiting the areas that can be inves-
tigated for price gouging. According to 
a September 1 Wall Street Journal ar-
ticle, after Hurricane Katrina, un-
leaded gas prices surged 36 percent in 
just 3 days, pushing the wholesale price 
average up 132 percent above a year 
ago. And this massive increase oc-
curred despite the fact that in the 
same 3-day period, the price of crude 
oil went up just 4.25 percent. Over the 
past year, crude oil prices have gone up 
64 percent, so that means that the 
wholesale price of gasoline jumped nine 
times as fast as the price of crude in 3 
days and is running more than double 
the increase of crude over the past 
year. And these companies are just 
swimming in the windfall benefits. 

So instead of renewing our vows to 
imported oil, we need to be developing 
new renewable energy sources here at 
home: wind power, solar, biofuels, fuel 
cells, hydrogen, clean coal. We con-
sume 25 percent of the world’s oil pro-
duction, spending tens of billions of 
dollars to import oil from some of the 
most unstable and undemocratic re-
gions of the world. At the same time, 
we have only 3 percent of known re-
serves. 

According to a study done for the Na-
tional Resources Defense Council, if we 
were to follow an aggressive plan to de-
velop cellulosic biofuels over the next 
10 years, we could produce the equiva-
lent of nearly 7.9 million barrels of oil 
per day. That is equal to more than 50 
percent of our current oil use for trans-
portation and more than three times 
what we import from the Persian Gulf 
alone. We have more than 5 million ve-
hicles on the road right now that will 
run on 85 percent ethanol and a grow-
ing number that run on biodiesel 
blends of 5 percent or higher. The peo-
ple who drive these cars in many cases 
do not even know it, and if they do, 
they cannot find the fuel in their home 
communities because we have not done 
enough to make these renewable and 
less costly fuels available to our own 
constituents. What a shame. 

Some want us to keep drilling. They 
do not care where. It could be in a crit-
ical water area like the Great Lakes. 
Perish the thought. 

In my view, we do not need to drill 
any more holes in our own heads. What 
we really need is an energy plan that 
develops self-sufficiency from renew-
able sources and a plan that not only 
calls for renewable fuel standards but 
provides support for the infrastructure 
and public education campaign to get 
there. A country that could land a man 
on the moon can do this as well. We 
need resolve right here in this Con-
gress. 

I urge this Congress to take a giant 
dose of Beano and cast a resounding 
‘‘no’’ vote on the Gas Act of 2005 that 
will come up tomorrow. We can and 
surely must do better for our children. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCCAUL of Texas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take my Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
SCHMIDT). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING ELMIRA COLLEGE’S 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KUHL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the sesqui-
centennial of one of the greatest edu-
cational institutions in my district of 
upstate New York, Elmira College. El-
mira College turned 150 years old on 
October 2, just a couple of days ago 
this year. 

Elmira College was the first college 
for women with a course of study and 
degree requirements equal to those of 
the Nation’s finest colleges. 

On October 23, 1853, the Regents of 
the University of the State of New 
York granted a charter to the college, 
and the cornerstone of the building 
that would later come to be known as 
Cowles Hall was laid in June of 1854. 

In October of 1855, Elmira College 
opened its doors to its first students, 
and the great, historical Cowles Hall 
still stands as a monument to women’s 
college education in Elmira and the 
United States. 

Elmira College is sometimes known 
as ‘‘the mother of women’s colleges.’’ 
The official college colors, purple and 
gold, were taken from the colors 
adorning the banners of the women’s 
suffrage movement and from the col-
lege flower, the iris, which is also the 
name of the college yearbook published 
each year since 1896. 

Its location in Elmira, the commer-
cial and cultural center of the Finger 
Lakes region, was through the efforts 
of Simeon Benjamin, the college’s ear-
liest benefactor, often referred to as 
‘‘The Founder.’’ Benjamin was instru-
mental in the selection of the college’s 
first president, Dr. Augustus Cowles, 
after whom the college’s original build-
ing was subsequently named. 

Another of the college’s founding 
trustees was Jervis Langdon, whose 
daughter Olivia, an alumna of the col-
lege, later married Samuel Clemens, to 
most of us also recognized as Mark 
Twain. To this day, Elmira college has 
been closely associated with Mark 
Twain, who wrote many of his best 
known novels in Elmira, in a structure, 

the Mark Twain Study, which was relo-
cated to the Elmira College campus in 
1952. 

Elmira college became coeducational 
in all of its programs in 1969 and quick-
ly achieved an even gender balance. 
Entering its 15th decade, Elmira Col-
lege continues its commitment to pro-
vide a sound liberal arts education 
while strengthening its professional 
programs. Its standards of academic 
excellence resulted in the award of a 
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa in 1940. 

College traditions are cherished. The 
Sibyl, one of the oldest student-lit-
erary magazines in the country, has 
been published continuously since 1876. 
Mountain Day, faculty and administra-
tion ‘‘Patron Saints,’’ the Midnight 
Breakfast, and the Holiday Banquet 
are among the many traditional activi-
ties which enrich college life. 

While academics are a priority at El-
mira College, school spirit emanates 
from its students through athletics. El-
mira College offers 26 varsity and jun-
ior varsity teams and intramural 
sports as well. Elmira College strives 
for excellence both in the classroom 
and on the field by embracing the stu-
dent athlete. Fifty-six percent of the 
students maintain a grade point aver-
age of 3.0 or better. National rankings 
and post-season tournament play have 
also been annual traditions for the 
Soaring Eagles. Most recently, the 
women’s ice hockey team has made 
four consecutive NCAA tournament ap-
pearances, including winning the Na-
tional Title and sporting an undefeated 
season in its inaugural season. 

On the one hand, Elmira College is 
securely rooted in the local community 
by a tradition of excellence, ‘‘town- 
gown’’ relations and reciprocal sharing 
of resources. A good example of this is 
the public lectures presented by the 
internationally known Mark Twain 
scholars who are bought to Elmira by 
the college’s Center for Mark Twain 
Studies. Another example is the col-
lege’s community service program, 
which has been commended by the 
President of the United States. 

At the same time, the college ex-
pands its worldwide view with opportu-
nities such as its various innovative 
projects offered in an intensive 6-week 
spring term made possible by the dis-
tinctive academic calendar. While 
proud of its history and traditions, El-
mira College looks ahead to the future. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent to take my 
Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 
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