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leave. I’ll never forget looking back as 
I left Hart 216 and seeing the almost 
surreal scene of Senators mixing with 
media and staff, talking to Internet pi-
rates and heavy metal band rock stars 
with rock music playing in the back-
ground. It was a scene that only Shawn 
could have pulled off. 

Shawn did all this—he succeeded at 
all he undertook—without boasting or 
calling attention to himself. He knew 
there were more important things in 
life than a battle of wills and, as a re-
sult, he won the respect and trust of 
people on both sides of the aisle. 

There is not one person on the Hill or 
in business who would call Shawn an 
adversary or enemy. Those who worked 
with Shawn learned a lot more from 
him than the other way around. 

Two other fond memories of Shawn 
from early in his career come to mind. 
When the Senate was debating the con-
stitutional amendment for a balanced 
budget, the BBA, I asked Shawn to de-
velop some materials supporting the 
need for the amendment. 

With customary good staffing, Shawn 
put together a very impressive set of 
volumes which he drove out to my 
home the weekend before the debate. I 
was astounded by the depth, and to be 
truthful, the volume of the materials. 
‘‘Shawn,’’ I said, ‘‘I’m just over-
whelmed by the amount of material 
you developed. You didn’t need to do 
all that.’’ Shawn thought a moment, 
paused, and said, ‘‘With all due respect, 
Senator, could you have told me that 
yesterday?’’ That was the wit of Shawn 
Bentley. Quickly recovering, I replied, 
‘‘Shawn, I don’t need all those mate-
rials if I have you sitting by my side. 
That’s good enough.’’ 

And I meant it. I could always count 
on Shawn to be well-prepared, succinct, 
and oh-so-witty. But Shawn was 
Shawn. So, then we got to the floor 
with the BBA. 

As chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I was managing this constitu-
tional amendment’s debate on the floor 
with Shawn right there beside me. One 
of the most contentious issues was over 
how the amendment would affect the 
Social Security fund. 

Senator Fritz Hollings, then the jun-
ior Senator from South Carolina, for 
some 40 years I might add, was recog-
nized by the Chair to speak in opposi-
tion. Knowing his remarks were long, I 
took that opportunity to go to the 
cloakroom and make a phone call. I 
asked Shawn and another capable staff-
er, Larry Block, to please take notes 
and write down five points to respond 
to Senator Hollings. 

The trouble was that with his deep 
South Carolinian accent, neither 
Shawn nor Larry had absolutely any 
idea what Senator Hollings said. After 
about five minutes, my two staffers 
were getting pretty nervous on the 
floor anticipating my return. Sud-
denly, Shawn gave a big smile. ‘‘I’ve 
got it,’’ he said. ‘‘All we need to do is 
write down five points supporting the 
BBA and why its enactment would not 

have a negative impact on Social Secu-
rity.’’ 

I soon returned and read the talking 
points, adding several points of my 
own. All went well. Only later did I re-
alize what Shawn had intuitively 
grasped. If we could not understand 
Senator Hollings, no one else could ei-
ther! 

The moral of this story: As President 
Andrew Jackson opined many years 
ago, ‘‘Take time to deliberate, but 
when the time for action arrives, stop 
thinking and go in.’’ 

Shawn was probably one of the most 
deliberate lawyers ever to have worked 
on the Judiciary Committee. On Cap-
itol Hill, where the emphasis too often 
seems to be on getting there first, 
Shawn’s primary concern was always 
getting it right first. I could count on 
him to have the right answer to my 
questions, and if he did not know the 
answer, he wouldn’t guess—he would do 
the work and get it right and then 
make his recommendation to me. 

I cannot say enough good things 
about Shawn Bentley. Indeed, his loss 
is a loss to the Senate family, to his 
family, and indeed the Nation. 

As we head into this season of Au-
tumn, as the leaves change colors and 
the temperature turns, some verses 
from Ecclesiastes 3 seem so appro-
priate: 
There is a time for everything, 
And a season for every activity under heav-

en: 
A time to be born and a time to die, 
A time to plant and a time to uproot, 
A time to tear down and a time to build, 
A time to weep and a time to laugh, 
A time to mourn and a time to dance, 
A time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
A time to search and a time to give up, 
A time to tear and a time to mend, 
A time to be silent and a time to speak, and 
A time to love and a time to hate. 

Let us take comfort in those words, 
knowing that it was God’s will that 
this be Shawn Bentley’s time. But we 
can still rejoice in his life, and embrace 
all that was good about Shawn Bent-
ley, the son, husband, father and friend 
we all loved so dearly. And may his 
family find comfort in the lasting 
memory of this great man, Shawn Mar-
ion Bentley, who indeed lived his life 
by the words of ‘‘With Arms Wide 
Open’’: 
‘‘If I had just one wish 
Only one demand 
I hope he understands 
That he can take his life 
And hold it by the hand 
And he can greet the world 
With arms wide open . . .’’ 

Shawn Bentley’s untimely passing is 
this Nation’s loss. 

On behalf of the Senate, let me say 
that our hearts go out to the Bentley 
family—to his loving wife Becky, their 
beautiful daughters Katie and 
Samantha, his parents DeAnna and 
Marion, and his five brothers Jared, 
Derek, Justin, Christopher and Gavin. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator from Utah and I are here to talk 
about something where somebody’s 

schedule has been terribly changed, the 
schedule of his whole family. I am 
talking about Shawn Bentley and how 
all of us who knew him are offering our 
deepest sympathy for him. 

Certain people on the Senate Judici-
ary Committee are like family, and 
Shawn had most Senators and staff 
among his many friends. He was ex-
tremely well liked on both sides of the 
aisle, both for who he was and for what 
he did. 

In his decade as a senior intellectual 
property counsel to my friend from 
Utah, Senator HATCH, he touched every 
significant piece of legislation that we 
undertook: The Satellite Home Viewer 
Act, the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act, the Federal Trademark Dilution 
Act. Those were the significant ones. 
There are a lot of others, important 
ones, that he was intimately involved 
with. But he touched us not only with 
his skill as a lawyer, his devotion as a 
public servant, his generosity as a col-
league, but especially just his innate 
decency as a human being. 

I know that he was a loving and de-
voted husband, father, and son. Leav-
ing behind a young family makes it 
even more tragic. I hope his family, his 
young daughters who did not begin to 
get enough time to know their father, 
will know that those of us in the Sen-
ate mourn his loss. It is a tragic one. 

My wife Marcelle and I will keep him 
and his loved ones in our prayers. 

I thank the distinguished senior Sen-
ator from Utah for arranging the time 
for us to speak. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 

grateful to my distinguished colleague 
from Vermont for the kindness that he 
has shown here today and the friend-
ship that he has shown to me and to 
the family of Shawn Bentley. I am very 
grateful to him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that whatever time 
remains to me in the hour allowed 
under cloture be transferred to the 
time of the distinguished Democratic 
leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, there 

are no speakers present. I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand in 
recess until 7 p.m., with the time con-
tinuing to run against cloture. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:16 p.m., recessed until 7 p.m. and 
reassembled when called to order by 
the Presiding Officer (Mr. DEMINT). 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006—Contin-
ued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. STEVENS. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
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