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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

SALUTE TO HURRICANE VOLUN-
TEER MARC OBERLIN OF SAVE-
A-LOT

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the gulf coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one man,
his store and his donation. Marc Oberlin, from
Save-A-Lot donated $5,572 worth of various
food and supplies for volunteers during hurri-
cane Katrina.

Save-A-Lot is one of the Nation’s leading
extreme value, limited assortment grocery
chains, operating value-oriented stores in all
types of neighborhoods—urban, rural and sub-
urban. Today the company’s annual system-
wide retail sales exceed $4 billion and are ex-
pected to grow as the company expands its
store network.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Marc
Oberlin for his donation. It is people like him
that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through his contribution, he not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
he serves as an inspiration to others.

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. LEON
LYNCH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and honor that | congratulate
Mr. Leon Lynch on his retirement from the po-
sition as United Steel Workers of America
Vice President of Human Affairs. Leon has
spent nearly 40 years dedicating his life to the
interests of the USWA and many social and
political organizations throughout the country.
His career at the USWA has allowed him the
opportunity to touch the lives of numerous
people. In honor of his gracious service to the
USWA, there will be a celebration of his ac-
complishments on Friday, October 28, 2005,
at the Genesis Convention Center in Gary, IN.

Leon Lynch has accomplished many vision-
ary goals throughout his career. Leon joined
USWA Local 1011 in 1956 at the Youngstown
Sheet & Tube Company Mill in East Chicago,
Indiana. He has served on many local commit-
tees and was President of the YS&T Federal
Credit Union. In 1968 Leon was named a staff
representative and an International Represent-

ative in 1973. In 1994, he was appointed by
President Bill Clinton to the Advisory Council
on Unemployment Compensation. In 1995,
Leon was elected to the AFL-CIO Executive
Council, and in December of 2000, President
Clinton appointed Leon to the Air Traffic Serv-
ice Board of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion.

Not only has Leon had many positive ac-
complishments throughout his career at the
USWA, he has also actively contributed to his
community through participation in various
programs aimed at improving opportunities for
people. Leon is a member of the executive
committee of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, Chairman of the A. Philip Randolph In-
stitute, President of the Workers Defense
League, a board member of the National En-
dowment for Democracy, and a member of the
Labor Roundtable of the National Black Cau-
cus of State Legislators.

Leon has served six terms as the USWA’s
International Vice President for Human Affairs.
He was appointed to that post when it was
created by the USWA'’s 18th Constitutional
Convention in 1976. As Vice President, he
oversees the USWA'’s civil rights and human
rights efforts. He chairs the Container Industry
Conference and handles the negotiations for
Rexam, Crown Cork & Seal, and Silgan Con-
tainers. He also chairs the Public Employees
Conference, International Constitution Com-
mittee, and the Steelworkers Health and Wel-
fare Fund.

Leon’s family and friends should be proud of
his efforts, as his leadership has served as a
beacon of hope throughout the country. Leon’s
longstanding commitment to improving the
quality of life for Steelworkers is truly inspira-
tional and should be commended. Our com-
munity has certainly been rewarded by the
true service, uncompromising dedication and
loyalty displayed by Leon Lynch.

Mr. Speaker, Leon Lynch has given his time
and efforts selflessly to the members of the
USWA throughout his years of service. He has
taught every member of the USWA the true
meaning of service. | respectfully ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in congratulating Mr. Leon Lynch for his out-
standing contributions. | am proud to com-
mend him for his lifetime of service and dedi-
cation.

HONORING GINGER ARMSTRONG
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Ginger Armstrong of Tuolumne
County, California for her tireless service and
contributions to her community. At the end of
the month of October, Ms. Armstrong will re-
tire from her position as an Advocacy Consult-
ant with the Tuolumne County Alliance for Re-
sources and the Environment (TUuCARE). An

event to celebrate Ms. Armstrong’s profes-
sional accomplishments and contributions will
occur on October 27, 2005 in Sonora, Cali-
fornia.

A native of New Mexico, Ginger Armstrong
moved to Tuolumne County in 1971, where
she taught in the Tuolumne County public
school system for over 20 years. After teach-
ing in the public school system, Ms. Armstrong
became the Education Coordinator for
TuCARE, an organization established to ad-
vise the public on conservation practices and
the utilization of our natural resources.

In the late 1990’s, Ginger earned the posi-
tion of Executive Director of TUCARE, where
she demonstrated exemplary leadership on
issues concerning the long term viability of
natural resources and conservation of public
and private lands.

Together with her husband Jim, the Arm-
strong’s own and operate Jim Armstrong Log-
ging. In addition to the logging operation, the
Armstrong’s own Snowy Peaks Christmas
Tree Farm and plan to operate a strawberry
and blueberry farm.

Ginger and her husband Jim have two chil-
dren, Matt and Haley.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Ginger Arm-
strong for her years of service to Tuolumne
County and dedication to natural resource
issues. | invite my colleagues to join me in
wishing Ginger many years of continued suc-
cess.

———

HONORING CRESCENT ELEMEN-
TARY FOR BECOMING A BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | honor Crescent Elementary School
in Raleigh County, West Virginia for their re-
markable academic achievements. Next
month, Crescent will receive the highest na-
tional honor in education as a No Child Left
Behind Blue Ribbon School. Out of 738
schools in West Virginia, Crescent is one of
just three to receive the award, and one of
only 295 in the United States.

Crescent Elementary School qualifies for
this award because the school has dramati-
cally improved student performance on the
State assessment test. In light of the fact that
62 percent of Crescent’s 284 students, are of
low socioeconomic background, this accom-
plishment is even more commendable. On the
State assessment test, the entire school test-
ed in the 80th percentile in math and reading.
Another great achievement for the school is a
98 percent attendance rate during the 2004—
2005 school year.

At the November ceremony to honor the
2005 No Child Left Behind-Blue Ribbon
Schools, United States Assistant Secretary of
Education, Kevin F. Sullivan, will recognize
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each recipient and award the representative
with a plaque. Receiving the award for Cres-
cent Elementary School will be Principal
Danny Pettry, along with speech teacher
Stephanie Anderson and first-grade teachers
Mary Haynes and Pat Hudson. | am very
proud of the many achievements this school
has made in its pursuit to educate the future
leaders of this country. Having an educational
institution such as Crescent in my State and
my district is something in which to take pride.

ESSAY ON THE PLEDGE

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit for the RECORD, the text of an essay by
Katelin Richter of Watertown, Minnesota, as
published in the Minneapolis Star-Tribune on
October 3, 2005.

Of course the pledge is still relevant. How
does a trait such as loyalty cease to be rel-
evant? How do liberty and justice for all
cease to be relevant? How does God cease to
be relevant? Just because our America is a
little different than our Founding Fathers’
America doesn’t mean that the core values
that built this Nation have changed. Deep
down, we are still the same, members of the
greatest democracy on Earth, where liberty
and justice are truly for all.

We have to remember, when pledging, that
our great Nation is not totally infallible, and
will never be. We can only try our hardest,
with the powers we have, to make our Nation
live up to the pledge. Americans will con-
stantly work to see this goal.

RECOGNIZING THE NEW MEXICO
HOMETOWN HEROES COMMITTEE

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the New Mexico
Hometown Heroes committee and the remark-
able work it has done to find and mark the
gravesites of recipients of the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Mr. Paul Layer Jr., who has
served as this organization’s president and his
team of volunteers worked for many years on
this project. They spent hundreds of hours re-
searching archived records, excavating histor-
ical battle sites, and exploring cemeteries. As
a result, our soldiers have a resting place that
acknowledges the extraordinary deeds that
they accomplished during their lifetimes.

The actions taken by Mr. Layer and the
New Mexico Hometown Heroes Committee
will allow generations of New Mexicans to re-
member the courage these soldiers showed
on the battlefield.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Layer and the other mem-
bers of the New Mexico Hometown Heroes
Committee for their efforts.
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CONGRATULATING JORDAN HUNT
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Jordan Hunt for receiving the
Gold Medal of Achievement in Royal Rangers.

Royal Rangers is an achievement program
of the Assemblies of God which utilizes an
outdoor theme to teach positive character, re-
sponsibility, leadership, citizenship and service
to God, men and country. The Gold Medal of
Achievement is the highest achievement that
can be earned in the Royal Ranger Program.

Mr. Hunt is a freshman at Marcus High
School in Flower Mound, Texas. His achieve-
ment represents many years of diligent work
completing merits, camping and nature skills,
leadership training camps, memorization, es-
says and service projects. A special service
honoring Mr. Hunt's accomplishment is
planned for November 27, 2005 at Grace
Community Assembly of God in Flower
Mound, Texas.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Mr.
Jordan Hunt on receiving the Gold Medal of
Achievement. His hard work and dedication to
excellence warrants the highest achievement
given by the Royal Rangers Program.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR.
RICHARD KRAME

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and honor that | congratulate
Mr. Richard Krame on his retirement from the
Town of Schererville. Dick has spent nearly 50
years dedicating his life to the interests of the
residents of Schererville, Indiana. His career
has allowed him the opportunity to touch the
lives of numerous people. In honor of his gra-
cious service to the community, there will be
a celebration of his accomplishments on No-
vember 3, 2005.

Dick Krame has accomplished many vision-
ary goals throughout his career. Dick was born
in Chicago, lllinois and entered the United
States Army in 1943, where his first mission
was D-Day 1944. Dick was awarded the Croix
De Guerre-with Star, which was the highest
decoration a soldier could earn from French
President Charles De Gaulle. He also received
a number of U.S. awards for his service in the
European, African, and Middle Eastern thea-
ters. Dick felt tremendous pride for his coun-
try, and he was willing to endanger his own
life to protect the lives of his fellow Americans.
His courage and heroism will always be re-
membered, and his sacrifice will forever live in
the hearts and minds of those for whom he
battled.

After the War, Dick resumed his career with
Inland Steel. He moved to Schererville, Indi-
ana in 1954, and he became involved with the
community in 1964. He served as an elected
member of the Town Board and was Town
Board President in 1970, 1971, and 1979. In
1982, Dick retired from his position as a Gen-
eral Foreman with Inland Steel. In 1989, he
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came out of full-time retirement from Inland
Steel to fill many positions with the Town of
Schererville. He served as Chairman of the
Schererville Planning Commission, a member
of the Police Commission, President of the
Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of the
Chamber of Commerce Corn Roast, a mem-
ber of the Chamber's Economic Development
Commission, and a member of the Quad
Town Economic Commission. In 1998, Dick
became the Schererville Town Manager.

While Dick has dedicated considerable time
and energy to his work, he has always made
an extra effort to give back to the community.
Dick has been an active member of the
Schererville Lions Club for over 42 years, and
he was named President of the Lions in 1973
and 1986. Some other of his involvements in-
clude the Parade Picnic Committee and the
St. Michael Church Council. The Rotary Club
of Schererville also presented Dick with their
2004 Outstanding Citizen Award.

His work has been improving his community
for over forty years. Though Dick is dedicated
to his career and the community of
Schererville, he has never limited his time and
love for his family. Dick and his wife, Eleanor,
have been happily married for thirty years.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating Mr. Richard Krame for his out-
standing devotion to Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District. His unselfish and lifelong dedi-
cation to those in need is worthy of the high-
est commendation, and | am proud to rep-
resent him in Congress.

———

HONORING THE GEMPERLE
FAMILY

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Gemperle Family of
Turlock, California upon receiving the 2005
Distinguished Citizens Award from The Great-
er Yosemite Council, Boy Scouts of America.
The family will be honored on Wednesday,
October 26, 2005 at The Greater Yosemite
Council, Boy Scouts of America 2005 Distin-
guished Citizens Award Dinner in Modesto,
California.

As a leader in the egg production business
in the Turlock area since the 1950’s, the
Gemperle Family has transformed a small
family business into an industry-leading, tech-
nology driven company. In addition to the
great successes achieved in business, the
Gemperle Family has distinguished itself
through its leadership and generosity to many
communities throughout California’s Central
Valley.

Ernie T. Gemperle, the family patriarch, has
served in many positions, including President,
on his local Boy Scouts of America Executive
Board. For over 35 years, the Gemperle Fam-
ily has hosted an annual fundraising event to
benefit the Boy Scouts of America. Moreover,
the Gemperle Family has earned a well de-
served reputation for supporting numerous
causes, including Catholic Charities, California
State University-Stanislaus, and the arts.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the Gemperle
Family upon receiving the 2005 Distinguished
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Citizens Award from The Greater Yosemite
Council, Boy Scouts of America. | invite my
colleagues to join me in congratulating and
thanking the Gemperle Family for their leader-
ship and tremendous generosity.
—

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF AKAL SECURITY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am proud today to congratulate Akal Se-
curity, the second largest U.S-based security
guard company, on its twenty-fifth anniversary.
Since 1980, Akal Security has grown from just
a handful of earnest entrepreneurs to almost
15,000 employees in 48 States and around
the world.

Today, the company provides 80 percent of
guards for the Department of Justice’s Mar-
shals Service and, through a subsidiary, 80
percent of cleared American guards for em-
bassy construction. Akal’s employees work in
several Bureau of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement detention centers, airports and
military installations; Federal Protective Serv-
ice operations; and local government and
commercial properties.

Although the tremendous growth of this
company is important, | am also impressed by
the unique inspiration of its founders and their
continued record of hiring disabled veterans.

Gurutej Khalsa and Daya Khalsa, the found-
ers of Akal Security, incorporate the practices
of Sikh Dharma into their day-to-day business
lives. They describe Sikh Dharma as a peace-
ful, monotheistic religion brought to the West
from India by Yogi Bhajan, who was only the
fourth religious leader to receive a joint resolu-
tion of recognition from Congress.

Akal Security also has a distinguished his-
tory of hiring veterans of law enforcement and
the military, including many decorated heroes
and even a few U.S. Marshals. These vet-
erans are patriotic, experienced, and com-
mitted to their jobs. This year, Akal Security
received the Large Employer of the Year
Award from the Disabled American Veterans
organization for the company’s continued com-
mitment to serving disabled Veterans.

Today, | am pleased to congratulate Akal
Security on its remarkable record of accom-
plishment over the past 25 years.

———

ANNOUNCING PASSING OF
FORMER CONGRESSMEN ED ROY-
BAL AND BOB BADHAM

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, a
dear friend, a great man and the father of one
of our colleagues, former Congressman Ed
Roybal, passed away.

Ed was a man of tremendous passion and
compassion. He saw no limits, only possibili-
ties. He was a trailblazer for the Hispanic
community who aimed high without fear of fail-
ure.
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Ed moved to Los Angeles when he was a
child, and he became as much a part of the
city as it became part of him. Upon returning
from service in World War Two, Ed became
director of health education for the Los Ange-
les County Tuberculosis and Health Associa-
tion. Healthcare and the well-being of his fel-
low citizens would be a hallmark of Ed’s long
career of public service.

When Ed was elected to the first of his
nearly 30 years in Congress in 1962, he was
only the second Hispanic-American to rep-
resent California. While Ed was at the center
of issues facing Los Angeles, he was a strong
advocate for the region and all of California.

Ed’s sincerity and heartfelt speeches on the
floor of this body are legendary, and so was
his decency. The attention and care he de-
voted to his constituents, he also paid to his
colleagues.

Through Ed's example, we learned pa-
tience, kindness and generosity. He was
unfailingly gracious, determined and effective,
all at once.

His legacy is found in the successes of his
constituents who were inspired by his exam-
ple. His legacy is found in community pro-
grams in Los Angeles. And his legacy is found
right here in the Capitol.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Ed’s
daughter, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROYBAL-
ALLARD, as she carries on his example of pub-
lic service, and also with the entire Roybal
family.

————————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
DISASTER PROFITEERING PRE-
VENTION ACT OF 2005

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing the “Federal Disaster Profiteering
Prevention Act of 2005,” legislation that im-
poses tough new criminal and civil penalties
on would-be profiteers who intentionally over-
charge the Federal Government for the provi-
sion of goods or services tendered in re-
sponse to a presidentially declared major dis-
aster or emergency. | am joined by Represent-
atives EMANUEL, DEFAZIO, GRIJALVA, HINCHEY,
KILPATRICK, SERRANO, MCDERMOTT, MALONEY
and SANDERS.

One need not look beyond the ongoing re-
construction efforts in Irag and the current
controversy surrounding Halliburton to under-
stand the need for such legislation. To date,
Halliburton has been accused of overcharging
the Federal Government by more than $1.4
billion in “questionable” and “unsupported” re-
construction costs. Nearly two-thirds of these
costs have been characterized as “question-
able” because, according to government audi-
tors, they are “unreasonable in amount” and
“exceed that which would be incurred by a
prudent person.” Such costs include, but are
in no way limited to, $617,000 in overpriced
and double-billed soft drinks; $152,000 in
movie rental charges; $1.5 million in excessive
tailoring and seamstress charges; and over
$560,000 in unnecessary heavy equipment
charges.

The “Federal Disaster Profiteering Preven-
tion Act of 2005” is designed to prevent such
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acts from occurring in the future. It achieves
this objective by cracking down on anyone
who, in a matter involving a contract with the
Federal Government, develops a “scheme or
artifice to defraud the United States.” The civil
penalties associated with a violation of this
prohibition are the greater of $1 million dollars
or triple the gross profits or received proceeds.

The potential for additional future abuse of
the Federal contracting and procurement proc-
ess is quite clear. According to recent press
reports, FEMA and the Army Corps of Engi-
neers already have awarded at least seven
no-bid contracts to several politically well con-
nected firms, including Halliburton. For exam-
ple, Kellogg, Brown & Root, a subsidiary of
Halliburton, is currently repairing damaged
naval facilities under a $500 million Defense
Department contract. Additionally, no-bid
housing contracts have been awarded to the
Fluor Corp, a major Republican Party donor,
and to the Shaw Group, a client of the lob-
bying and consulting firm run by friend of the
president and former FEMA chief Joe
Allbaugh. With such large sums being spent in
this manner, it's more important than ever that
we send a clear message that we will not tol-
erate the overcharging of our government dur-
ing times of federal emergencies.

| am hopeful that Congress can move quick-
ly to enact this worthwhile and timely
legislation.

CONGRATULATING LUCAS
FLEMMING

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Lucas Flemming for receiving
the Gold Medal of Achievement in Royal
Rangers.

Royal Rangers is an achievement program
of the Assemblies of God which utilizes an
outdoor theme to teach positive character, re-
sponsibility, leadership, citizenship and service
to God, men and country. The Gold Medal of
Achievement is the highest achievement that
can be earned in the Royal Ranger Program.

Mr. Flemming is a senior at Flower Mound
High School in Flower Mound, Texas. His
achievement represents many years of diligent
work completing merits, camping and nature
skills, leadership training camps, memoriza-
tion, essays and service projects. A special
service honoring Mr. Hunt’s accomplishment is
planned for November 27, 2005 at Grace
Community Assembly of God in Flower
Mound, Texas.

| extend my sincere congratulations to Mr.
Lucas Flemming on receiving the Gold Medal
of Achievement. His hard work and dedication
to excellence warrants the highest achieve-
ment given by the Royal Rangers Program.

HONORING EDWARD CONNER
HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Edward Conner, a young
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man from Falmouth, Kentucky, who has
shown a tremendous appreciation for the serv-
ice of many veterans in Kentucky through his
involvement with volunteer activities honoring
the Men and Women who served in our
Armed Forces.

Edward, or “Eddie”—as his friends call him,
is an honorary member of American Legion
Post 109 and despite his young age of 15, is
actively involved with organizing annual Vet-
erans Day events in Pendleton County.

Eddie often volunteers his time at the Le-
gion Post—performing a variety of services
and speaks to children at area schools about
his work with veterans.

Being a Member of the American Legion, |
thoroughly appreciate Eddie’s hard work and
commend him on volunteering his time in sup-
port of veterans everywhere.

—————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN ZUTAVERN OF
ABILENE, KANSAS

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to recognize John Zutavern of Abilene,
Kansas and congratulate him for receiving the
2005 Excellence in Local Government award
from the League of Kansas Municipalities. |
commend him for his excellence in leadership
and passion for helping citizens of Abilene and
the State of Kansas.

John’s love for his community and his
home-State is visible to everyone around him.
He has been a diligent ambassador for Abi-
lene and promotes the virtues of the city wher-
ever he goes. He always welcomes guests
with a warm greeting and hearty handshake.
People like John are the ones who give small
towns their good name.

John is involved in many community and
civic groups, and his influence extends to all
areas of the community. John has served the
citizens of Abilene as a member of the City
Commission since 1991, serving as Mayor on
two different occasions. He is responsive to
citizens and is known for being unafraid to
take on new challenges. Forward thinking and
innovativeness are also characteristics that
John possesses, both of which help him in his
leadership roles.

John’s influence also extends to a state-
wide level. He was appointed Chairman of the
Governor's Advisory Committee for Children
and Families where he served from 1996 to
2000. He currently serves on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Kansas Health Institute. John
has also served the League of Kansas Munici-
palities and is considered “the go-to guy” on
the Governing Body. He has served with the
League since 1994, taking on the responsi-
bility of Vice President, President, and Chair of
the Executive Director search committee.

| am pleased that John’s hard work and
dedication has not gone unnoticed by the peo-
ple of Kansas. Tonight, | extend my congratu-
lations to John for being the 2005 Excellence
in Local Government Award recipient, an
honor he well deserves. Thank you for your
dedication to serving the people of Abilene
and the people of Kansas.
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TRIBUTE TO MS. AMALIA V.
BETANZOS

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to a
woman of great integrity and character. Ms.
Amalia V. Betanzos has decided to retire from
the Wildcat Service Corporation after 27 years
of dedicated leadership. Tonight, she will be
honored for her service in the city of New
York.

Born and raised in the South Bronx, Amalia
is a graduate of New York University and has
extensive experience in the public and private
not-for-profit sectors. She has served in a vari-
ety of positions in the administrations of sev-
eral New York Mayors. As Commissioner of
the Youth Services Agency she helped to
shape the destinies of more than half a million
New York youth and gained a reputation for
being an outstanding administrator with an
untiring capacity to meet new challenges. As
Executive Secretary to Mayor John Lindsay
she was in charge of programs for the poor
and the physically and mentally handicapped.
As Commissioner of Relocation and Manage-
ment services in the Housing and Develop-
ment Administration, Amalia was directly in
charge of coordinating relocation services to
families in conjunction with the City’s Urban
Renewal programs and emergency housing.

Amalia’s extensive experience in city gov-
ernment provided her with the breadth of
knowledge necessary to lead an organization
such as Wildcat Service Corporation. Founded
in 1972, Wildcat's mission is to bring the
chronically unemployed, for example, ex-of-
fenders, public assistance recipients, former
alcohol and substance abusers, high school
dropouts, youth involved with the criminal jus-
tice system and persons with limited English
language proficiency, into the regular labor
force, thus breaking their cycle of poverty, ad-
diction and crime. Under Amalia’s strong lead-
ership Wildcat changed the lives of countless
New Yorkers, providing them and their families
with a new lease on life.

Mr. Speaker, it is rare to find individuals
who are willing to dedicate their entire lives to
uplifting others. Amalia V. Betanzos is indeed
one of these special people. She has literally
improved the lives of thousands of individuals.
Her efforts to empower society’s most vulner-
able citizens will not only change their des-
tinies but also the destinies of generations to
come. Surely that is the mark of a great ca-
reer.

For her unyielding service and untiring spirit,
| ask my colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute to a dear friend, Ms. Amalia V. Betanzos.

————

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
ALVA “TED” BONDA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 26, 2005
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Alva “Ted” Bonda,
beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-
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grandfather, brother, WWII Veteran, and dear
friend and mentor to many, including me. Mr.
Bonda’s life was framed by tenacity, integrity
and heart, and although he will be greatly
missed, he deeply touched the lives of every-
one he knew.

Mr. Bonda will forever be remembered as a
true renaissance man who possessed a high
intellect, love for education and keen business
savvy. He was born and raised in Cleveland
and graduated from Glenville High School. He
worked as a shoe store clerk and parking lot
attendant before serving in the U.S. Army dur-
ing WWII. Following the war, Mr. Bonda
teamed up with childhood friend, Senator
Howard Metzenbaum, to form their joint ven-
ture, APCOA Inc., which evolved into the
world’s largest parking lot company.

Though an extremely successful business-
man, Mr. Bonda’s unwavering dedication re-
mained focused on his family and the Cleve-
land community. Together, Mr. Bonda and the
late Marie C. Bonda raised their three chil-
dren, Penny, Joel and Tom. Mr. Bonda’s faith
in the City of Cleveland and love for its people
was just as steadfast. When it was largely
feared that the Cleveland Indians could be
whisked away to another town, Mr. Bonda
stepped up to the plate and convinced more
than 50 Cleveland business owners to pur-
chase the team. As the Team President, he
consistently dismissed out-of-towners looking
to buy the team because they would not prom-
ise to keep the club in Cleveland. Most signifi-
cantly, Mr. Bonda contributed to sports history
and civil rights history by hiring Frank Robin-
son as the first African American Manager in
the Major Leagues.

After retiring from business, Mr. Bonda re-
newed his commitment as a proponent of edu-
cation. As a member of the Cleveland School
Board during the 1980s, Mr. Bonda led the
successful effort in persuading voters to sup-
port the first operating levy in many years. In
1984, he was appointed by then Governor
Richard Celeste to the Ohio Board of Regents,
where he served as Chairman from 1998 to
1991. Mr. Bonda was also a trustee with Bran-
deis University in Waltham, Mass. In 1995,
Cleveland State University’s College of Urban
Affairs awarded Mr. Bonda an honorary Doc-
torate degree.

A staunch and active Democrat, Mr.
Bonda’s wisdom and advice was consistently
sought after by political hopefuls. His leader-
ship infused significant energy and results into
the momentum of numerous local and national
campaigns, including those of President
Jimmy Carter, presidential candidate George
McGovern, Senator Howard Metzenbaum,
Ohio Governor Richard Celeste, and my own
congressional campaigns.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of Alva “Ted”
Bonda. | offer my deepest condolences to his
daughter Penny, sons Joel and Tom, daugh-
ter-in-law, Jodi; his grandchildren; great grand-
children; extended family and many friends.

Mr. Bonda left this world with a legacy that
will forever shine hope and light upon his fam-
ily, friends and upon our entire Cleveland
community. His joy for life, caring heart and
concern for the people of Cleveland defined
his life and resounds every spring with the first
at bat; and will live on in the hearts of all he
who knew and loved well, today, and for all
time.
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SALUTE TO HURRICANE
VOLUNTEERS AT DFW AIRPORT

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the gulf coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank the DFW
Airport and their donation during Hurricane
Katrina. Jeffrey Fegan, the CEO of DFW, and
Ken Capps, the Vice President of Public Af-
fairs, sent six DFW firefighters to relieve oth-
ers at the New Orleans Airport. These fire-
fighters were Adrian Garcia, Darren Himes,
Jacob Evens, Terry Cole, Dan White and Sul-
livan McNulty.

| stand here today to sincerely thank the
DFW Airport for their hard work and help dur-
ing the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. It is
people like them that | am proud to call fellow
Texans. Through their contribution, they not
only stand as devoted and giving American
citizens, but they serve as an inspiration to
others.

————

PROTECTION OF LAWFUL
COMMERCE IN ARMS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | voted
against S. 397, the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act. After careful consideration
off the bill and its impact on the citizens of
North Carolina and the United States, | deter-
mined that it would unacceptably infringe on
their constitutional right to legal redress in our
Nation’s courts, as well as subvert North Caro-
lina law, which already prohibits frivolous law-
suits against the firearms industry.

Although | voted in favor of similar legisla-
tion in the 108th Congress, S. 397 is a much
different bill. This bill extends unprecedented
immunity to many groups beyond federally li-
censed firearms dealers and manufacturers,
and it sets the bar of proof so high as to pro-
hibit meritorious suits against unscrupulous
dealers and manufacturers. This bill allows the
firearms industry to put profits ahead of safety;
under this bill manufacturers do not have to
ensure that the dealers and wholesalers to
whom they sell weapons are acting in good
faith and within the parameters of the law.
Law-abiding gun owners do not want more
gun control laws. What we need is more vig-
orous enforcement of the gun laws that are al-
ready on the books.

As a lifelong gun owner, | take seriously my
commitment to upholding the Constitution and
our Second Amendment right to bear arms. |
am also committed to the right of individuals to
freedom and safety, as well as their day in
court, and this bill would subvert those rights.
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IN TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
BROTHER DELOCH

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life of Mr. Brother Deloch, a con-
stituent of mine and well-beloved and re-
spected husband of 75 years, father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, and uncle. | was
saddened to recently learn of his passing on
Friday evening, October 14, at the age of 97.

Mr. Deloch was born January 20, 1908 in
Macon, Mississippi to the late Mr. Israel and
Mrs. Cora (Grey) Deloch. After the death of
his father, Brother Deloch, along with his
mother and siblings, moved to Kinloch, Mis-
souri. During the late 1920’s Brother Deloch
met Emma Lou Dailey and on January 22,
1930 they were joined in holy matrimony. He
remained faithfully married his whole life;
Brother and Emma Lou had nine children to-
gether. Brother and Emma Lou were together
as husband and wife for 75 years, Mr. Speak-
er.

Soon after getting married and making it
through the great depression, Brother Deloch
worked for several years installing and repair-
ing motors as an employee of the French,
Gerleman Electric Company. From there, he
became a clerk for the Missouri Kansas Texas
(MKT, Katy) Railroad Company and later for
the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company. He re-
tired in 1973 and moved to Mulberry Grove, lI-
linois where he played a vital role in devel-
oping the infrastructure of the Royal Lakes
Sub-Division. A little over a decade and a half
later he returned to St. Louis where he served
the pastor and the church family of Bostick
Temple Church of God in Christ. He also
worked in the Church Pantry and kept up his
active and faithful service to the church and
his community until his health began to fail
earlier this year.

Brother Deloch leaves behind Emma Lou,
his lovely wife of 75 years, four sons and
three daughters: Marvell Aaron; Mozell Jr;
Frederick Douglas; Walter James; Anetta Ber-
nice Carter; and Annabelle Ireland of Flint,
Michigan, and Anita Louise Hyshaw of St.
Louis. He also leaves behind fourteen mar-
velous grandchildren, and twenty-four wonder-
ful great grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask those assembled here
today to pay tribute to Brother Deloch and cel-
ebrate his long life, his faithful and loving mar-
riage of seven and half decades, and the fam-
ily and friends who remember him with great
affection.

———

IN HONOR OF MORRIS HABITAT
FOR HUMANITY OF NEW JERSEY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Morris Habitat for Humanity of
New Jersey, a vibrant organization | am proud
to represent. On October 29, 2005 the Board
of Directors celebrates its Twentieth Anniver-
sary.
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Through both volunteer labor and donations
of money and materials, Morris Habitat for Hu-
manity builds and rehabilitates houses in part-
nership with families in need. Hundreds of vol-
unteers and partner families have allowed
Morris Habitat for Humanity to provide afford-
able homeownership opportunities to low in-
come families. There is no profit added to the
sale price of the home and mortgage pay-
ments are returned to a revolving fund that is
used to build more houses.

Morris Habitat for Humanity was formed in
1985 when a group of local residents traveled
to New York City to hear former President
Jimmy Carter and Millard Fuller, the founder of
Habitat for Humanity International, speak at
the first Jimmy Carter Work Project. The group
returned and incorporated Morris Habitat for
Humanity as a charitable nonprofit that same
year, attaining, affiliate status in 1986.

Since its formation, Morris Habitat for Hu-
manity has completed 26 homes in seven mu-
nicipalities throughout the 11th Congressional
District. The hard work and efforts donated by
private corporations, non-profit organizations,
local governing officials, schools, and citizens
with whom Morris Habitat has built partner-
ships have contributed to the benefit of more
than 110 individuals of which 70 are children.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the members of
Morris Habitat for Humanity on the celebration
of its 20 years of service to the Morris County
area. Special praise is due to their dedicated
staff and active volunteers who work coopera-
tively to provide affordable housing to families
in need.

———

IN HONOR OF DR. I. KING JORDAN
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Dr. I. King Jordan upon his retirement as
president of Gallaudet University on December
31, 2006. Dr. Jordan is an accomplished, re-
spected leader and someone | consider a per-
sonal friend.

Dr. Jordan became the Nation’s first deaf
university president when appointed in 1988
and the first deaf president to preside over
Gallaudet University. During his tenure there
he has proven to be an able, caring leader
propelling the university forward as well as be-
coming a strong advocate for deaf students on
the Federal level.

Among his accomplishments, he led the uni-
versity’s first ever capital campaign, raising
nearly $40 million, which supported the con-
struction of the state-of-the-art Student Aca-
demic Center and contributed to the extraor-
dinary increase in the university’s endowment,
which paved the way for an increase in schol-
arships and more academic programs. He
also established a fellows program to provide
support for deaf college graduates to complete
their terminal degrees and become faculty
members.

Dr. Jordan was not only a strong advocate
for the Gallaudet community, but for individ-
uals with disabilities across this Nation. An-
other proud accomplishment of Dr. Jordan’s is
the work he did to assist with the passage of
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the Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA, in
1990. He was a lead witness in support of the
ADA during a joint session of Congress and
delivered significant testimony in Congress
and across the country during the delibera-
tions of this bill.

Before coming to Gallaudet Dr. Jordan’s life
was filled with many other accomplishments. A
native of Glen Riddle, PA, a small town near
Philadelphia, Dr. Jordan earned a B.A. in psy-
chology from Gallaudet University and M.A.
and Ph.D. degrees in Psychology from the
University of Tennessee.

Upon receiving his doctorate, Dr. Jordan
joined the faculty of Gallaudet’'s Department of
Psychology. Before his appointment as Presi-
dent, Dr. Jordan served as Chair of Gallau-
det’s Psychology Department and as Dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences. He has
been a research fellow at Donaldson’s School
for the Deaf in Edinburgh, Scotland, and an
exchange scholar at Jagiellonian University in
Krakow, Poland.

Dr. Jordan holds 11 honorary degrees and
is the recipient of numerous awards, among
them: the Presidential Citizen’s Medal, pre-
sented by Bill Clinton in 2001; the Washing-
tonian of the Year Award; the James L. Fisher
Award from the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education, CASE; the Larry Stew-
art Award from the American Psychological
Association and the Distinguished Leadership
Award from the National Association for Com-
munity Leadership. President George H.W.
Bush appointed Dr. Jordan vice chair of the
President's Committee on Employment of
People with Disabilities, PCEPD, in 1990, and
President Clinton reappointed Dr. Jordan to
that role in 1993. In the summer of 2005, Dr.
Jordan was presented the George Bush Medal
for the Empowerment of People with Disabil-
ities from President George H.W. Bush.

Mr. Speaker, | wish Dr. Jordan much happi-
ness in his retirement as he looks forward to
traveling with his wife Lynda and spending
more time with his family. His compassion and
service will be greatly missed. | am proud to
have had a chance to work with him these
past years.

———

SALUTE TO HURRICANE
VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the gulf coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one
woman, her organization and her donation.
Bonnie Gardner, from Friends of the Library in
Fort Worth, donated various books for all ages
to Hurricane Katrina victims.

Friends of the Fort Worth Library is a non-
profit membership organization which exists to
improve the quality of life in the community by
providing advocacy, funding, and volunteer
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services to the Library. The organization also
serves as a conduit for organizations and cor-
porations which are restricted from making do-
nations directly to government entities.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Bonnie
Gardner for her donation. It is people like her
that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through her contribution, she not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
she serves as an inspiration to others.

———

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JEANETTE
CANTRELL RUDY

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, Ten-
nesseans have long been known for giving
back more to their community than they take.
Jeannette Cantrell Rudy exemplifies our
State’s proud tradition of contributing to the
betterment of both community and country.

This year as Jeanette celebrates her 78th
birthday, we should take a moment to recog-
nize her good works and thank her for enrich-
ing our lives.

In 1985, Jeanette helped create and fund
the Dan Rudy Cancer Center at Saint Thomas
Hospital in honor of her husband. With her sis-
ters’ help, she honored her parents by found-
ing the Felix A. and Edna L. Cantrell Endow-
ment Fund. The fund has given nurses the op-
portunity to continue their education at Saint
Thomas Hospital. As a former nurse, Jeanette
knows just how important nurses are to our
quality of life.

It's clear that Jeanette’s work has had a tre-
mendous impact on the lives of people across
our State. Her life is a testament to the power
each of us have to help others.

The list of Jeanette’s achievements and in-
terests is a long one. She’s a sportswoman, a
member of several boards including those
serving the Nashville Zoo and Cumberland
University. She’s even written a book, A Bend
in the Cumberland, chronicling the history of
her longtime home community in the Pen-
nington Bend area.

It's impossible to capture the many friend-
ships and contributions Jeanette has been re-
sponsible for over the years, but we owe her
a debt of gratitude for choosing to live in and
serve our community. All our best to Jeannette
and her family on her 78th birthday.

———

REGARDING THE INTRODUCTION
OF LEAD LABELING ACT LEGIS-
LATION

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. | rise today to
introduce an important piece of legislation de-
signed to strengthen our existing laws regard-
ing lead in consumer products.

Currently, we have laws that pertain to lead-
containing paint and its many applications.
The laws are explicit and focus mainly on the
paint used in public housing around the United
States. In the last three decades we have
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seen the rate of lead poisoning plummet and
than plateau. These laws, though effective,
are specific only to paint. We must do more to
protect our consumers.

That is why | am introducing the Lead La-
beling Act of 2005 today, to direct the Con-
sumer Products Safety Commission to estab-
lish regulations to require the labeling of
dishware products sold in the United States
that may contain hazardous amount of lead
within them. Labeling these products will help
consumers identify products that are poten-
tially hazardous to their children through a
simple labeling process.

Mr. Speaker, there are many products im-
ported every year and these imports are a
vital part of our economy, but because they
are manufactured outside the United States,
they are not subject to the same stringent reg-
ulations that our products must meet. This is
a concern, because many of the products that
we eat out of, drink out of, and cook with are
made of materials that contain levels of lead
that we do not normally ingest. These prod-
ucts can release these leads into our foods
and our water and the affects can be very
damaging, especially to the development of
our children.

According to the National Institute of Health,
lead, even in very low levels, can have dam-
aging effects on our children. The Center for
Disease Control states that approximately
310,000 U.S. children aged 1-5 years have
blood lead levels greater than the CDC rec-
ommended level of 10 micrograms of lead per
deciliter of blood. Also, lead can affect every
system in our bodies. It has been linked to
learning disabilities, behavioral problems, and,
when our bodies are exposed to very high lev-
els, lead causes seizures, coma, and even
death.

Lead in our products is a concern in our
households. Labeling products containing lead
will help ease these concerns and allow con-
sumers to make more informed decisions. |
urge my colleagues in the House to support
this legislation for the health of American con-
sumers.

——————

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor that | rise today to pay tribute to
the veterans of this country. November 11,
2005 is Veteran’s Day. On this day, there will
be ceremonies across our Nation honoring the
service and sacrifice of the men and women
who have served in our armed forces. In
honor of these heroes, there will be a cere-
mony at the VA Medical Center on Leestown
Road in Lexington, KY.

Kentuckians have always been willing to
make the ultimate sacrifice for their country.
Currently, there are more than 370,000 vet-
erans who call Kentucky home. These men
and women have inspired our citizens for gen-
erations. As our men and women continue to
return home from battle in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, we must honor their service and pay trib-
ute to those who served before them.

Armistice Day, the original name of Vet-
eran’s Day, was established on the anniver-
sary of the signing of the Armistice, which
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ended the first World War. The men and
women who sacrificed and served during WWI
were honored and remembered, in hopes that
their service would be the last time American
soldiers were called upon for such duties. Re-
grettably, our men and women continue to an-
swer the call. Fortunately, our VA Medical
Centers continue to provide the care that our
veterans so desperately need.

It is the spirit of those who work at these
centers, the spirit of the American people and
the will of the American armed forces that
keep this country strong. Veteran’s Day should
serve as a reminder to every American that
our armed forces, both of past and present,
are made up of individuals of great courage,
character and honor.

It is our duty to ensure that our children and
grandchildren never forget our country’s finest
heroes and always know their sacrifice. We
must take the time to pay tribute to our fallen
heroes, not just on Veteran’s Day, but every-
day. Their sacrifices and those of our military
families are freedom’s foundation. Without the
brave efforts of all the soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines and their families, our coun-
try would not stand so boldly, shine so brightly
and live so freely.

The United States has attained its position
of strength and prosperity thanks to the dedi-
cation of our veterans and our armed forces.
No other group of Americans has stood
stronger and braver for our democracy than
our troops and veterans. We must always cel-
ebrate, honor and remember these coura-
geous and faithful men and women.

———

SALUTE TO HURRICANE VOLUN-
TEERS AT JPS HEALTH NET-
WORK

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the gulf coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one com-
pany and their donation. JPS Health Network
registered 1011 Hurricane Katrina evacuees
and admitted 230 to the hospital for radiology,
lab work, or other services.

Committed to improving the health of fami-
lies and individuals in Tarrant County, JPS
Health Network includes John Peter Smith
Hospital, the JPS Institute for Health Career
Development, a network of community-based
health centers, home care and psychiatric
services at Trinity Springs Pavilion.

| stand here today to sincerely thank JPS
for their help and donation. It is people like
them that | am proud to call fellow Texans.
Through their contribution, they not only stand
as devoted and giving American citizens, but
they serve as an inspiration to others.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 25, 2005, | was unavoidably detained
and missed rollcall votes on that day.

Had | been present | would have voted the
following: “yea” on rollcall vote number 536,
the American Spirit Fraud Prevention Act, and
“yea” on rolicall vote number 537, Recog-
nizing the 40th anniversary of the White
House Fellows Program.

———————

HONORING SAINT JOHN OF THE
CROSS PARISH OF WESTERN
SPRINGS, ILLINOIS, AS THEY
CELEBRATE THE 45TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PARISH

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Catholic Community of Saint John
of the Cross of Western Springs, lllinois on
celebrating their 45th Anniversary of the par-
ish.

St. John of the Cross was created in May
1960 with the appointment of Rev. William J.
Bennett. In September of 1961 the one million
dollar building was completed, which included
the living quarters for the parish priests, the
worship space, and the classroom space for
600 students. The parish was built on 5.5
acres of land but over the years through fund-
raising, the parish doubled to the present size
of 11 acres.

In 1980, Father Bennett retired, and Rev.
Joseph McDonnell became the second pastor
of the parish. The parish began to expand
through various programs such as religious
education, liturgical ministries, and other social
organizations. Additional space was then
needed to accommodate for the growing num-
ber of organizations within the parish, so in
1988, Father McDonnell and the Parish Coun-
cil agreed to construct a Parish Center. This
Parish Center included space for daily wor-
ship, private prayer, the day school, religious
education, parish meetings, staff offices, choir
rehearsal and many more activities.

After 16 years as pastor, Father McDonnell
retired in August of 1996 from the parish. Rev-
erend Richard Hynes, the current pastor, was
appointed by Cardinal Bernardin to succeed
Father McDonnell. Father Hynes has been
committed to spreading the awareness of the
Catholic tradition to the parish community.

It is quite obvious that over the 45 years of
Saint John of the Cross, the parish community
has grown stronger through their worship, for-
mation, and charity.

It is my honor to recognize Saint John of the
Cross of Western Springs, lllinois on cele-
brating 45 years of service to spreading the
Catholic faith throughout the community.
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H.R. 3824, THE THREATENED AND
ENDANGERED SPECIES RECOV-
ERY ACT

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support for Threatened and Endangered Spe-
cies Recovery Act, TESRA. This legislation is
needed to make important changes to the En-
dangered Species Act, ESA, which, after 30
years of implementation, has been unable to
return endangered species to healthy and sus-
tainable populations and has caused turmoil
for landowners and local communities across
the country, especially in my district in Cali-
fornia.

As you know, recent U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, FWS, studies indicate that ESA has
successfully recovered less than 1 percent of
species listed in the original law. Frankly, this
is far from being an exemplary model of effec-
tive legislation.

TESRA offers a new emphasis on recovery,
which will require the identification of lands im-
portant to the conservation and resurgence of
species. The bill provides numerous tools to
promote preservation on private lands without
further increasing the size of the federal es-
tate.

TESRA also lists specific difference to dis-
tinguish between endangered and threatened
species. TESRA requires rules, which will reg-
ulate that threatened species be disseminated
on a case by case basis rather than by some
overarching rule for all threatened species. By
these requirements, TESRA provides a flexi-
bility that can be central to effectively pro-
moting conservation.

| would like to commend Chairman POMBO
for his efforts in this legislation and would like
to express my full support for the underlying
bill.

——————

HONORING MR. CHARLES 0.
WRIGHT FOR HIS SERVICE TO
THE OAKLAND CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
the duty of promoting, developing and pre-
serving the economic environment and quality
of life of a community is a personal contribu-
tion to the democracy that has made America
the great country it is today. Leaders are
looked upon for advice, ideas and stability to
sustain the growth and security of our commu-
nities.

In recognition of the outstanding dedication
and personal leadership to a community, | am
pleased to extend my warmest commendation
to Mr. Charles O. Wright for his services to the
Oakland Chamber of Commerce in Oakland,
New Jersey.

For the last 25 years, businesses as well as
prospective college students in Oakland, NJ
have flourished on his behalf. In 1981, Mr.
Wright was selected to join the Chamber's
Board of Directors. Soon after, he served as
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Vice President and Treasurer. In 1984, as
President of the Oakland Chamber of Com-
merce, he established the Chamber Scholar-
ship, benefiting students of the community. His
respected leadership qualities resulted in his
Chairmanship of four Standing Committees:
Scholarship, Membership, Election and Tech-
nology.

Mr. Wright has enjoyed a career focused on
providing service and intellect to the Borough
of Oakland, NJ. The community will thrive for
years to come because of his leadership and
dedication to society.

It is therefore with great honor that | offer
my sincerest appreciation and congratulations
to Mr. Charles O. Wright for his committed
service to the Oakland Chamber of Commerce
and | wish him a future filled with continued
success.

———

LOBBYISTS REPRESENTING
REPRESSIVE REGIMES

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an article from Harp-
er's Magazine titled “Spin Doctors without bor-
ders: how one Washington lobbyist admin-
isters to dictatorships.”

Robert Cabelly, managing director of C/R
International, was recently hired to represent
the Government of Sudan. As disturbing as
this is, the Harper’s article below reveals the
lengths that lobbyists will go to represent
some of Africa’s most repressive regimes.

The U.S. Congress has not forgotten that
genocide is still taking place in Sudan. The
administration should not allow an American
citizen to represent a government guilty of
genocide. | call on the State Department to
immediately revoke the waiver allowing this
lobbying to continue.

[From Harper’s Magazine, Mar. 1, 2004]
SPIN DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS: HOW ONE
WASHINGTON LOBBYIST ADMINISTERS TO DIC-
TATORSHIP
(By Elisabeth Eaves)

Lobbyists in Washington, D.C., don’t just
serve such U.S. interests as the oil industry
and the tobacco corporations; they also so-
licit work from foreign governments. In an
extreme, though not uncommon scenario,
Americans, many of them former diplomats
and public servants, make their fortunes by
advancing the interests of dictatorships
against those of their own nation. Take Rob-
ert Cabelly, managing director of the lob-
bying and P.R. from C/R International, who
last August signed a contract with the small
African nation of Equatorial Guinea. Cabelly
has every reason to expect that he will suc-
ceed in preventing any sanctions the U.S.
Congress might wish to impose on Equa-
torial Guinea and in other ways shaping
American policy to the liking of this repres-
sive regime.

Equatorial Guinea, governed by President
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, might
seem like a public-relations problem. In 2002
more than 150 of the president’s political op-
ponents were arrested for allegedly plotting
a coup. Blindfolded for long periods, some of
the prisoners were hung in positions de-
signed to break their bones, and at least two
died. A democracy only in name (the presi-
dent ‘“‘won’ 97 percent of the vote in 2002),
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Equatorial Guinea did little to improve its
human-rights record in 2003, during which a
journalist was detained for reporting rumors
of a coup, an outspoken pastor was arrested
without charges, and an opposition-party
member was moved to solitary confinement,
chained to a wall, and denied badly needed
medical care. But Washington, as well as
ExxonMobil and ChevronTexaco, now has an
interest in trade with Equatorial Guinea: oil
was discovered offshore there in 1995, making
it the third largest petroleum producer in
Africa.

Cabelly’s firm, C/R International, may
have won its contract with Equatorial Guin-
ea because of its service to African nations
with even more oil. In 1995, after Sani
Abacba, then dictator of Nigeria, executed
nine prominent political activists, members
of the U.S. House and Senate introduced bills
laying the groundwork for an international
oil embargo. Africa’s top oil producer fought
back by hiring nine U.S. lobbying and P.R.
firms, including C/R (to which Base Petro-
leum, owned by Abachals son, paid an esti-
mated $1 million). The bills died, and only
trifling penalties against the regime—lim-
iting sales of military equipment and re-
stricting visas for senior officials—were en-
acted. From 1996 to 2002, C/R received $6 mil-
lion from Angola. In 2001 the United States
gave Angola $2.8 million in military assist-
ance, a marked increase from $0 in the pre-
vious three years and a total of $200,000 be-
tween 1962 and 1997. While C/R served Angola,
the government’s troops beat and raped ci-
vilians, and killed suspected rebel sympa-
thizers.

Because of its sudden oil wealth, Equa-
torial Guinea has the world’s fastest-growing
economy, but the nation qualifies as ‘‘sta-
ble” only in that President Obiang has ruled
since 1979, when he overthrew and executed
his even more despotic uncle. While most of
its citizens earn about $1 a day, President
Obiang neglects infrastructure and mis-
appropriates oil revenue in favor of lavish
personal expenditures. (He recently paid $2.6
million in cash for a mansion near Wash-
ington, D.C.) As the United States tries to
reduce its dependence on the Middle East,
African oil has taken on greater geopolitical
significance. Because of work by C/R and
others, Washington will likely continue to
ignore the fact that Africa’s oil producers
are ruled by dictatorships that continually
violate human rights.

For Cabelly, daily contact with U.S. offi-
cials includes talking to old colleagues from
his years at the State, Department, where he
helped to negotiate the 1994 peace agreement
between Angola and its UNITA rebels. Many
lobbyists have worked previously in public
service: in 1997, Burma hired Jefferson Wa-
terman International, a firm run by former
assistant secretary of state far international
narcotics Ann Wrobleski in an unsuccessful
attempt to end U.S. trade sanctions. (Since
1997, Burma has been one of the top two pro-
ducers of opium in the world.) With his con-
nections, Cabelly may urge the Bush Admin-
istration to grant Equatorial Guinea pref-
erential trade status and will likely lobby
the State Department to issue MPRI, a Vir-
ginia-based military contractor, the license
it has been seeking to train the
Equatoguinean military. His work for the
country began on a promising note: in Octo-
ber, two months after the deal between
Equatorial Guinea and C/R, the U.S. embassy
in Malabo reopened after being shuttered far
eight years.

C/R’s fee of $300,000 is a small price to pay
far favorable U.S. policy. In 2002, payments
to the lobbyists and P.R. firms registered
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act—
a total of $408 million—covered a range of
projects, from touting Caribbean beaches to
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urging the removal of sanctions against pa-
riah nations. Oil-industry insiders and ex-
cited energy experts have nicknamed Equa-
torial Guinea ‘‘the Kuwait of Africa’ for its
tiny population (500,000) and its vast oil re-
serves (1.1 billion barrels). Perhaps Cabelly
will be so successful as to further the par-
allel. In 1990 and 1991, Citizens for a Free Ku-
wait, funded by the emir’s government, paid
Hill & Knowlton a record $10.8 million over
six months to create a media and lobbying
campaign widely credited with convincing
the U.S. public that its soldiers should de-
fend the tiny, distant monarchy. As long as
the dictatorship in Equatorial Guinea finds
lobbyists to take its oil money, it has every
reason to expect preferential trade policies,
if not, one day, U.S. troops to defend it.

ANNOUNCING PASSING OF
FORMER CONGRESSMEN ED ROY-
BAL AND BOB BADHAM

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, our Na-
tion lost a public servant who demonstrated
conscience and commitment. The Honorable
Edward Ross Roybal was a pioneer and a
fighter for the disadvantaged. As a Mexican-
American man in 1930s and 40s in Los Ange-
les, he personally experienced brutality be-
cause of his color. He fought that racism with
political activism. As a city council member,
activist, and 30 year Congressman in this
great House, he broke barrier after barrier.

But it wasn’'t enough for him to break bar-
riers simply by his presence in American polit-
ical life, which was remarkable in its own right.
He worked to actively pave the way for those
behind him, never losing passion for giving
voice to the voiceless.

He co-founded the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, dedicated to voicing and advancing,
issues affecting Hispanics in the United
States.

He founded the National Association of
Latino Elected Officials, which empowers
Latinos nationwide to participate in the demo-
cratic process.

He remained active in California politics,
mentoring the next generation of young lead-
ers.

Congressman Roybal was more than an
asset to the Hispanic Community. He was an
asset to the American community. In these
chambers, he was a role model to us all. He
voted his conscience and stuck to his prin-
ciples. And America is better off because of
him.

| offer heartfelt condolences to my colleague
and friend, the Honorable LUCILLE ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, and | join the Nation in mourning this
great man.

——————

HONORING AMERICA’S FALLEN
HEROES

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to somberly note the 2,000th death of an




October 27, 2005

American servicemember in Irag. Having
reached this unwelcome milestone, | realize
that the important number, however, is and re-
mains, one. Each loss of a servicemember in
Iraq is a loss to one unit, to one family, to one
mother and one father and it is a loss we all
suffer together as one Nation. Each loss rep-
resents the supreme sacrifice of one more
American hero, a hero that now stands forever
alongside the American heroes who gave their
lives in forging this great Nation in the war of
independence, that preserved our Union in the
Civil War, that defeated the fascists and the
Nazis in World War |l and that fought com-
munism in Korea and Vietnam. Among these
men and women we honor today are four from
my community in Guam. These four fallen he-
roes are a reflection of our island’s patriotism,
valor and sacrifice. | mark this new milestone
with great sadness but take comfort in know-
ing that another generation of Americans, in-
cluded among them another generation of
Guam’s sons and daughters, has answered
the call of duty to protect freedom and the
American way of life. We owe a deep grati-
tude to these fallen men and women and to
their families. May God bless them and may
God bless our country.

————

THE INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLU-

TION RECOGNIZING THE LIFE
AND WORKS OF WELLINGTON
MARA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of fellow Fordham University
alumnus Wellington Timothy Mara, who suc-
cumbed to cancer yesterday at the age of 89.
To football fans in the New York/New Jersey
Metropolitan Area, Mara is synonymous with
our beloved New York Giants, and has been
for decades.

Born in New York City on August 14, 1916,
Mara was introduced to professional football in
1925, when his father purchased the rights to
establish a team in New York. It was that year
that Mara had his first job with the Giants, as
a ball boy. He would later recount a story from
that inaugural season of overhearing head
coach Robert Folwell telling his team to “give
them hell out there.” It was at that moment
that 9-year-old Mara realized what a tough
game football must be, and fell in love with the
game forever.

In 1930, Timothy Mara, Wellington’s father,
gave the team to his two sons, Jack, 22, and
Wellington, who was just 14. He became the
youngest owner in the league.

In the late 1930’s, Wellington Mara attended
Fordham University. By now an avid football
fan, Mara befriended many of the university’s
football players. At that time, Fordham was a
formidable national powerhouse, at one point
winning 25 straight games. It was here Mara
befriended legendary player, coach and fellow
NFL Hall of Famer Vince Lombardi.

Upon graduation in 1937, Mara joined the
New York Giants operation full-time. With his
brother in charge of the business, Wellington
Mara soon took control of the player personnel
decisions. In this role he drafted or traded for
some of the all time great NFL players. He in-
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tegrated the Giants at a time when much of
the league remained all-white. He drafted run-
ning back Frank Gifford and Roosevelt Brown
and traded for quarterback Y.A. Tittle, all fu-
ture Hall of Famers. He was the architect of
the dominant Giants teams of 1958-1963
when they appeared in five NFL championship
games, winning one championship. The first of
these championship appearances in 1958 is
known as “the greatest game ever played,”
against the Baltimore Colts, the NFL’s first
ever sudden death overtime in a champion-
ship game.

During World War Il Mara joined the United
States Navy. He served honorably in both the
Atlantic and Pacific theaters, earning the rank
of Lieutenant Commander.

In the early 1960’s, Jack and Wellington
Mara agreed to give up lucrative television
revenue and allow it to be equally split among
all NFL teams. As the owners of the most val-
uable team in the league at the time, their de-
cision to put the good of the entire league
above their self-interest set the league on a
path to the enormous prosperity it is enjoying
today.

When the Giants hit lean times during the
1970’s, Mara placed most of the blame on
himself. To respond he hired George Young
as General Manager, who then was the archi-
tect of the dominant Giants’ teams of the late
1980’s. These teams won Super Bowl XXI
(1987) and Super Bowl XXV (1991). Young
won five NFL Executive of the Year awards in
his 19 seasons with the Giants.

All told, in Mara’s 81 years with the Giants,
they appeared in 26 postseasons, won 16 divi-
sion championships and six NFL titles. Those
six championships represent the third most of
any franchise, behind only the Green Bay
Packers and the Chicago Bears.

In addition to his service to the Giants, Mara
also worked hard for the league as a whole to
ensure collective prosperity. He served on the
league’s Competition Committee, the Hall of
Fame Committee, and the Executive Com-
mittee, including a term as chairman from
1971-1977. He has been widely lauded by his
fellow owners for his invaluable service to the
league.

In 1971-72, Fordham University inducted
Mara into their Athletic Hall of Fame. Mara
has continued his close ties to the university
throughout his life, and in 2002 he was hon-
ored at the Fordham Founder’'s dinner, the
university’s highest honor.

In 1997 Mara was inducted into the National
Football League Hall of Fame, an honor he re-
luctantly accepted. He was a strong advocate
of leaving the Hall of Fame for just players
and coaches, insisting it was they, and not
owners, who made the game great.

Wellington Mara served his community as a
member of the board of the Giants Founda-
tion, a charitable organization founded by the
New York Giants involved with providing finan-
cial and social support for disadvantaged
youth in the New York/New Jersey Metropoli-
tan Area.

Mr. Speaker, | would 1ike to offer my deep-
est condolences to his wife of 61 years Ann,
his 11 children and 40 grandchildren.

Today | am proud to have introduced a
House Resolution honoring the life and work
of Wellington Timothy Mara. | respectfully urge
that all my colleagues join me in paying our
respects, and offer their support for this reso-
lution.
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EULOGY FOR KENNY SWYGERT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow | will
be attending the funeral of Kenny Swygert, be-
loved husband of my long-time staff assistant
and friend, Brenda. | submit to the record the
remarks | will be making at the service.

At times such as this we find that words can
never adequately provide a true expression of
the sympathy we feel, and words seem so un-
likely to provide comfort, but we gathered here
this morning to show Brenda and her family
that we are grieving with you over the loss of
your beloved Kenny.

Having known Kenny from the time Brenda
met him, and remembering that it was in my
first Congressional office that they met due to
the matchmaking efforts of brother Pat, | have
always felt partly responsible for the success
of their marriage, and, Brenda, you two found
such happiness together that | came to be-
lieve that your marriage was one of the best
things | have ever been a part of.

Over the years Brenda and Kenny have de-
fined a good marriage for me and for all who
know them, so we know how difficult this loss
will be for you, Brenda, and how difficult it will
be for you to be without your life partner.

Please know that your many friends, and all
of those whose lives you and Kenny have
touched over the years, are with you in spirit
at this time of sorrow and that you and your
family are in our thoughts and prayers.

| believe that it is often the case that those
who work with someone on a daily basis have
a very good opportunity to know of the quality
of a marriage. It is on a daily basis that one
has, particularly in a small Congressional of-
fice, to see what the people with whom you
work are experiencing in their lives away from
the office. With Brenda, | could tell that she
was married to a man who supported her and
enabled her to devote herself to the demands
of a Congressional career as well as give of
herself to friends and family as generously as
she has over the years.

And give of herself Brenda has, so much so
that | knew Kenny must be a wonderfully sup-
portive husband to tolerate her missing so
many evenings at home while she was work-
ing late with me. | have benefited so much
over the years from Brenda’s professionalism
and dedication that | haven’t thought enough
of thanking Kenny for allowing her to be as
devoted as she is.

When Brenda was sick a couple of years
we were able to see the kind of love and sup-
port that Kenny provided and how his prayers
and his strength and determination that she
survive was a force that encouraged and sus-
tained Brenda in her fight to breathe and re-
store her health. We all worried about the ill-
ness that threatened her life and the capacity
of her doctors and medicine to overcome it,
but we had absolutely no worry about Bren-
da’s will to live and her fighting spirit and that
she was not alone because Kenny was there
fighting with her.

Brenda, | hope that you and your family will
be comforted at this time by the memories of
the many good times you shared and by the
knowledge that you were able to care for and
comfort him at the end of his life, at his side
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as he was with you. By being with him as he
passed you truly fulfiled your wedding vow
“until death do us part.”

| once heard a Pastor of a younger con-
gregation, who counseled many couples be-
fore marriage and continue in touch with them
through a Married Couples club in the church,
tell the story of the death of an elderly male
member of cancer and saw at his bedside at
the moment of his death his wife beside him
holding his hands, mopping his brow, and giv-
ing him comfort. He said to the young people
that evening that he knew there were many
good ways for a marriage to begin, but there
was no better way for a marriage to end.

I know, however, that what is important to
you and your family at this time is that Kenny
has been taken from you. May God give you
the strength and courage at this time of sor-
row to help you bear your burden of grief, and
may He strengthen your faith in the resurrec-
tion promised by Jesus to provide hope of re-
union in Heaven.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and the brave survivors of this disease.
The statistics for breast cancer are staggering.
One out of every eight women in the United
States will be diagnosed with breast cancer in
their lifetime, and 1 out of every 229 women
in their 30s will be affected by the disease at
some point in their lives. The unfortunate truth
behind these numbers is that there is a limited
amount of information available on women
under 35 with breast cancer. The general sen-
timent is that women in their 20s and 30s are
too young to contract the illness, but the re-
ality is that women of this age are not im-
mune.

Four young women have shared their sto-
ries of survival with each other as part of a
support group called Nordie’s at Noon, and
they recently published a book of the same
name documenting their stories. These
women were in the first stages of their lives
when they were diagnosed with breast cancer,
and their stories, although different, are bound
together by a common challenge. These cou-
rageous women are Patti Balwanz, Kim Car-
los, Jennifer Johnson, and Jana Peters.

Patti Balwanz fought a long and brave battle
against breast cancer. She was diagnosed
with breast cancer at the age of 24, while
working as an IT consultant. Her cancer me-
tastasized to her bones, lungs and liver, but
she used her experience to educate women
about the disease. Patti stayed active in
breast cancer awareness outlets during her
treatment by serving as a Board Officer of the
Ribbons of Pink Foundation and being hon-
ored with the foundation’s “You Are an Inspi-
ration” award. Patti also continued her edu-
cation by receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree
trom Southwest Missouri State University and
remaining active in the Alpha Sigma Alpha so-
rority. Until her death in 2003, Patti continued
to educate women about breast cancer while
bravely facing her own fight.
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Kim Carlos was diagnosed with breast can-
cer during the planning of her son’s second
birthday party. After three years of extensive
treatment including eight rounds of chemo-
therapy, a mastectomy with breast reconstruc-
tion, and treatments for lymphedema, Kim is
now cancer-free. Currently Kim serves as
President of the Board for the Greater Kansas
City Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation, and she was recently se-
lected to serve on the Komen National Public
Policy Council. Kim is also a member of the
American Cancer Society State Advocacy
Committee. She has been honored by Lifetime
Television and SELF Magazine for her efforts
in educating women about breast cancer. Kim
now focuses on advocacy full-time with her
business, K.C. Consulting, where her focus is
governmental and public relations and grass-
roots avocacy.

While five months pregnant with her first
child, Jennifer Johnson was diagnosed with
breast cancer at the age of 27. Her treatment
involved chemotherapy and a mastectomy
during her pregnancy. Jennifer completed her
final chemotherapy treatment in 2000, and the
next day delivered a healthy baby boy, Parker
Matthew. Three years later, Jennifer had a
daughter, Emma Grace, and she has been
cancer-free for six years. Jennifer is active in
several breast cancer advocacy groups includ-
ing the American Cancer Society, the Susan
G. Komen Association, the Ribbons of Pink
Foundation, and the Pregnant with Cancer or-
ganization.

Jana Peters was 27 and engaged to be
married when she received her breast cancer
diagnosis. She has undergone several treat-
ments since then including a mastectomy and
chemotherapy. In 1999 Jana founded the Rib-
bons of Pink Foundation, a non-profit organi-
zation with the goal of promoting breast health
and serving as a support for young breast
cancer survivors. She is a member of the
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection,
and she is a volunteer for several breast can-
cer organizations and events. Jana continues
her career in the clinical research industry in
San Francisco, where she resides with her
husband Chris.

We celebrate these courageous women who
have battled breast cancer and those who
continue their fight against this illness. Breast
cancer survivors and supporters gather to
raise awareness and encourage the access of
information for breast cancer in young women.
Thank you to Patti, Kim, Jennifer and Jana for
sharing their stories of bravery and determina-
tion.

———

THE 9/11 COMMISSION FINAL
REPORT ONE YEAR LATER

HON. CYNTHIA McKINNEY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
enter the following into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:
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THE 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT ONE YEAR
LATER
A CITIZENS’ RESPONSE: DID THE COMMISSION
GET IT RIGHT?

A Congressional Briefing Convened on the First
Anniversary of the Release of the 9/11 Com-
mission Report, Friday, July 22, 2005

EXCERPTS FROM THE TESTIMONY

Opening Remarks: Rep. Cynthia McKinney:

9/11 Families Report

Lorie Van Auken, 9/11 Family Steering Com-
mittee ‘‘“Unanswered Questions and The
Call for Accountability”

Behind the 9/11 Commission: Flaws in the
Process

John Judge, staff and 9/11 Citizens Watch:
‘“Staff Report—A Citizens’ Critique”

Mel Goodman, former CIA, Center for Inter-
national Policy: ‘‘Conflicts of Interest—
A Commission Investigates Itself”

Omissions and Errors in the Commission’s
Final Report

Paul Thompson, author of Terror of Timeline,
“NORAD/FAA, P-56 Responses, Pre-9/11
Exercises”

John Newman, former NSA: ‘“The $100,000
Transfer—Pakistan ISI, bin Laden and
U.S. Intelligence”’

9/11 in Historical Perspective: Flawed As-
sumptions

Loretta Napolione, author of Modern Jihad:
““The Underground World of Terrorist Fi-
nancing”’

Anne Norton, author of Leo Strauss & the Pol-
itics of American Empire: ‘‘The Rise of the
Neo-Conservatives”’

Peter Dale Scott, author of Drugs, Oil & War:
“Deep Politics: Contragate, Drug, Oil,
Covert Operations & Terrorism”

Nafeez Ahmen, author of The War of Truth,
““Afghanistan Mujahedin—Covert Oper-
ations, Creating Terrorism”

Foreign Policy: Immediate Response and
Recommendations

Wayne Smith, former diplomat, Center on
International Policy, ‘“The End of Inter-
national Law?”’

Bob Mecllvaine, September 11 Families for
Peaceful Tomorrows, Alternatives to Pax
Americana and Permanent War

Domestic Policy: Immediate Response and
Recommendations

Elaine Cassel, author of The War on Civil Lib-
erties

Rebecca Daugherty, Reporters Committee on
Freedom of the Press: ‘“‘The Rise of Se-
crecy After 9/11”

William Michaels, author of No Greater
Threat, ‘The Patriot Act—Sunset of
Freedom?”’

Intelligence Reform: Immediate Response
and Recommendations

David MacMichael, former CIA: *‘‘The Wall’:
Breaking Down the Division of Intel-
ligence, Military and Law Enforcement”

John Nutter, author of The CIA’s Black Oper-
ations, ‘‘Covert Operations and Increased
Intelligence Budget—Solution or Cause?”’

Opening Remarks
Rep. CYNTHIA McKINNEY: Last year, we
got the final report, an extensive, prosaically
impressive report, but as some of us sat

down to read it, the errors and omissions im-

mediately jumped out at us. How was it that

it took over an hour after the first trans-
ponder went off before planes were scrambled
to meet the threat, all of them too late?

What happened to those reports that sur-

faced within months of September 11th stat-

ing that seven or more of the alleged hijack-
ers had come forward and claimed they were
victims of stolen identities and were alive
and well, living in Saudi Arabia, Morocco,
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and Tunisia? Why did the Commission
choose not even to address this? What about
Osama bin Laden and his role in the
Mujahedin backed by the CIA in the 1980s to
fight the Soviets? The Commission didn’t go
there . . . We cannot afford to shy away from
inconvenient truths. Many of you may find
what you hear today to be inconvenient in-
formation. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said
the ultimate measure of a man is not where
he stands in moments of comfort and con-
venience, but times of challenge and con-
troversy. I encourage you to engage with the
issues that are raised. If you don’t agree or
don’t like what you hear, challenge it. I be-
lieve that we should take in what every rea-
sonable person has to say, to inform our de-
cisions, because that is the best way to find
the truth. In our pursuit of the truth, I en-
courage you to emulate the courage and the
determination of the September 11th fami-
lies in their struggle to know what really
happened.
9/11 Families Report

Ms. LORIE VAN AUKEN: A thorough and

definitive investigation by the Commission

. would have subpoenaed for the informa-
tion it required and examined the plethora of
information that other citizens and groups
responsibly provided. . . . it would have re-
ported all of its findings with its redactions
blacked out and submitted to the American
people. In essence, the Commission could
have produced a final product where the re-
sulting conclusions and recommendations
could be trusted. Instead, at the end of the
day, what we got were some statements that
truly insulted the intelligence of the Amer-
ican people, violated our loved ones’ memo-
ries, and might end up hurting us one day
soon.

One such statement was that 9/11 was a
failure of imagination: a failure of whose
imagination? What exactly does that mean?
When you have a CIA Director with his hair
on fire, a system blinking red, 52 FAA warn-
ings, an August 6, 2001 PDB entitled ‘‘Bin
Laden Determined to Strike in the United
States,” leads on several 9/11 hijackers . . .
warnings from many foreign governments, a
Phoenix memo, warning of Islamic extrem-
ists taking flying lessons, the arrest of
would-be terrorists Zacarias Moussaoui,
facts imparted to one agent, Agent Frasca,
at the RFU of the FBI, 9/11 was truly a fail-
ure, all right, but I would certainly not call
it a failure of imagination. Another out-
rageous statement made at the time of the
release of the 9/11 final report that got a fair
amount of media coverage was the one ‘“‘Ev-
eryone’s to blame, therefore, no one’s to
blame.”” The problem with that assumption
is that it creates a no fault Government, and
a no fault Government does nothing to en-
sure that things will be different or better in
the future. When you hold people account-
able, it serves as a deterrent for those that
would repeat that same behavior in the fu-
ture. For the record, I would like to see that
assumption restated to read ‘‘Everyone’s to
blame, therefore, everyone’s to blame.” In
fact, the fact that there has been no account-
ability for the failures that led to the deaths
of almost 3,000 people is truly unconscion-
able and irresponsible on the part of all of
our nation’s leaders. The tools of democracy
available to the citizens of America to ad-
dress these issues are incredibly limited. We
asked for an independent commission to in-
vestigate 9/11 because that was the only tool
that we, as American citizens, had access to,
and hoped that our leaders, the members of
Congress and the American public, would en-
sure its validity and that its ensuing rec-
ommendations would make us all safer, as
safe as we could reasonably expect to be in
the event of another attack. Sadly, as Amer-
icans, we have all been let down.
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Behind the 9/11 Commission: Flaws in the
Process

Mr. JOHN JUDGE: This Commission’s re-
port is not a rush to judgment. It’s rather a
rush to exoneration. It fails to really hold
people to accountability . . . By approaching
the whole matter as an intelligence failure
in the report, it obscured the evidence that
what was normally a standard operating pro-
cedure in the period prior to 9/11 fell apart,
apparently, in the months around and on
that day. It led to them pursuing leads and
suspects, basically accepting earlier reports
without doing further follow up, blaming
certain suspects, even though the evidence is
we don’t yet clearly know who the suspects
were that got onto the plane, and that’s be-
cause several people have come forward say-
ing that their identity was stolen, basically,
by these people. We are left with a story that
comes from people that we can’t get to, and
we are left with a story that perhaps is giv-
ing us the wrong direction in terms of how
we are looking. Until we open up the report
and until we can look at the actual evidence
and compare it, and begin to actually inves-
tigate further on many of the areas that the
Commission ignored, then we have a report
that doesn’t eventually serve the mandate
that this Commission was required to take
care of, looking at the truth of terrorist acts
upon the United States.

Mr. MELVIN GOODMAN: The most impor-
tant individual to me, other than a commis-
sioner, was the staff director, Philip
Zelikow. His conflicts of interest were so
great that you do have to wonder why this
individual was appointed to head this impor-
tant staff of over 80 people. He had very
strong ties to the George Herbert Walker
Bush Administration. Very strong personal
and political and policy ties to Condoleezza
Rice. More importantly, Philip Zelikow was
running the case study program at Harvard
which took millions of dollars from the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency over a ten year pe-
riod to write case studies on the CIA, to es-
tablish a record that was essentially untrue
with the facts about the work of the CIA. Of
course, the classic case study that Philip
Zelikow chaired, along with Ernest May,
who was his patron at the Harvard Kennedy
School, was the case on the Soviet Union,
how the CIA got it right. You know, the poli-
tics of getting it right. Of course, as we all
know, one of the greatest disasters of
politicization of intelligence that occurred
even before the Iraq war was over the
politicization of intelligence on the Soviet
Union. Who did Philip Zelikow bring into the
staff structure as a team leader on his staff?
None other than Douglas MacEachin, who
was serving a tour up at the Harvard Ken-
nedy School. Who was Douglas MacEachin?
Douglas MacEachin was the head of the So-
viet analysis job during the 1980s . . . respon-
sible for most of the politicization of intel-
ligence. Here you have Philip Zelikow from
Harvard and the case study program, and
Douglas MacEachin, as a team leader on
Zelikow’s staff, making serious decisions
about the need for change within the intel-
ligence community.

Omissions and Errors in the Commission’s Final
Report

Mr. PAUL THOMPSON: The 9/11 Commis-
sion claims it wasn’t until 9:20 when Indian-
apolis communicated with the FAA com-
mand center and notified them that Flight 77
was missing, and then the information start-
ed to get out to other command centers, but
still, NORAD wasn’t notified. We are talking
over half an hour later, the plane has been
missing, still no one notifies NORAD, until
finally 9:34, three minutes before the plane
crashes, and then it was only mentioned in-
advertently in passing when talked about
with something else.
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In order for this to be true, the 9/11 Com-
mission is making the claim essentially that
the Indianapolis flight control center and
the local FAA center that they contacted
were in complete lack of contact with the
outside world during this time, that they
were unaware, unlike the tens of millions of
people who had been watching CNN, that
there was an ongoing crisis, that planes had
crashed into the World Trade Center, two
planes. They are saying that all the way
until 9:20, there has been over half an hour
now where this has been the breaking news,
that nobody in this entire Indianapolis flight
control center or the FAA center had any
idea that any of this had been happening.

We know that just isn’t true. In fact, there
was one news report saying that other cen-
ters such as theirs had been notified of the
crisis long before the first plane even crashed
into the World Trade Center. What we see is
an account coming from the 9/11 Commission
that in my opinion is just frankly impos-
sible.

Mr. JOHN NEWMAN: An FBI team work-
ing with cell phone numbers provided by In-
dian intelligence uncovered a new smoking
gun. They learned that the chief of the ISI,
Mahmood Ahmed, had ordered Saeed Sheikh
to send $100,000 of the kidnapping ransom to
Mohamed Atta a month before the 9/11 at-
tacks. This ugly detail emerged when the
FBI team ran traces on Saeed Sheikh’s cell
phone number beginning in July; the ISI
chief’s number was among the regular people
that Saeed Sheikh communicated with. On
October T7th, President Musharraf sacked
Ahmed for this notorious act. This story was
widely covered in the press around the world,
not covered here in the United States . . .
It’s hard to imagine a revelation more dam-
aging than the fact that Pakistan’s intel-
ligence service and most powerful Army
commanders were behind the 9/11 attacks
and the paymaster, a known terrorist who
had been able to carry out his mission be-
cause the U.S. and U.K. had set aside justice
for his crimes . . . that a sovereign govern-
ment and supposed ally was so directly in-
volved in the 9/11 atrocity must have stunned
and deeply embarrassed the American Ad-
ministration . . . The story of Saeed Sheikh
and the generals are only lightly covered in
western media, and only one American news-
paper, the Wall Street Journal, carried it on
October 10th.

The 9/11 Commission report which carries
Mustafa al-Hawsawi as the paymaster and
Sheikh Saeed as the al-Qaeda CFO, has
dodged the issue, and does not say if the two
are the same or not. Thus, technically, even
if the Commission staff knew the truth, they
have not told a bald lie. The Administration
officials speak on terms of anonymity and
were told that the Justice Department had
pressed the National Security Council to
have Saeed Sheikh extradited. One might be
justified in asking the question why would
the National Security Council have to be
pressed to extradite a murderer of U.S. citi-
zens? By late February [2002], the issue was
moot. Pearl was murdered, and Musharraf
swore he would personally hang him [for
Pearl’s murder] before turning him over to
the Americans, unlike Khalid Shaikh Mo-
hammed and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, whom he
did turn over. Of course, they had not been
western penetrators of al-Qaeda . . . We can
no longer say we are protecting sources and
methods about a story known to the rest of
this planet. We are now mocked for our igno-
rance about this story, and even members of
Britain’s Parliament poke fun at us. It is
long past time to come clean about Saeed
Sheikh.
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9/11 in Historical Perspective: Flawed
Assumptions

Ms. LORETTA NAPOLIONE: . . . we need
to implement a forward looking anti-ter-
rorist policy, one which predicts the enemy’s
next move. . . . a forward looking anti ter-
rorist financing policy should look at the sit-
uation in Congo, isolated as a potential area
where terrorist financing could take place.
In order to prevent that, it should dismantle
this business of smuggling gold ... Of
course, a forward looking approach in the
fight against terrorism will require the full
participation of the private sector, and a
multilateral policy. One country alone, not
even if it is the United States, can actually
fight this war on terror alone. Among other
things, this policy, if implemented, will then
cut the link between crime and terror. Ter-
ror will not any longer be a very profitable
partner for crime. Breaking the link between
crime and terror would already be a step for-
ward, which you have not yet made.

Ms. ANNE NORTON: Neoconservative for-
eign policy centers on a fear of world govern-
ment and the international institutions that
might lead to it, most notably, the United
Nations, a rejection of multilateralism, and
as they say, above all, the ability to distin-
guish friends from enemies. .. Europeans
regard neoconservatism with special skep-
ticism, and they do so, as you might have al-
ready realized, because they know its pro-
genitors all too well, the desire for the com-
bination of traditional values, the desire for
an expansion of executive power, the ambi-
tion to create a new world order, and the
identification of a providential enemy are all
parts of a very familiar past, the shadows of
German national socialism and 19th Century
European empires fall very heavily on the
neo conservative project. As the Administra-
tion responded to 9/11, this influence became
increasingly evident.

Mr. PETER DALE SCOTT: The 9/11 report
describes Ali Mohamed as ‘‘a former Egyp-
tian Army officer who had moved to the
United States in the mid 1980s, enlisted in
the U.S. Army, and became an instructor at
Ft. Bragg, as well as helping to plan the
bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Kenya.”’ In
fact, Ali Mohamed was a very important al
Qaeda agent who, as the 9/11 Commission was
told, ‘‘trained most of the al Qaeda’s top
leadership, including persons who would
later carry out the 1993 World Trade Center
bombing.”” Ali Mohamed clearly enjoyed U.S.
protection. In 1993, he was detained by the
RCMP in Canada, and a single phone call to
the United States secured his release. This
enabled him to play a role in the same year
in planning the bombing of the U.S. Embassy
in Kenya in 1998. Eventually, he was allowed
to plea bargain and receive a secret sen-
tence. We don’t know what the sentence is

The amazing thing, although he was
named as a conspirator in that bombing, he
was not an indicted conspirator, which itself
is evidence of something going on behind the
scene. Congress should determine the true
relationship of the U.S. Government to Ali
Mohamed, who was close to Bin Laden and
above all, al Zawahiri, who has been called
the main player in 9/11. This is very impor-
tant, I think, whereas the report focuses al-
most uniquely on Khalid Shaikh Mohammed
and Ramzi bin Al Shibh. Many other sources
independently say the main figure and the
top brains in al Qaeda was al Zawahiri, who
Ali Mohamed was clearly close to.

Mr. NAFEEZ AHMED: In April 1991, ac-
cording to a classified U.S. intelligence re-
port, then head of Saudi Intelligence Serv-
ices, Prince Turki al Faisel, struck a secret
deal with Bin Laden, despite his being under
house arrest for his opposition to the pres-
ence of U.S. soldiers. Under this deal, al-
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though the regime would publicly disown
him, Bin Laden was permitted to leave Saudi
Arabia with his funding and supporters.
Moreover, the regime would continue to fund
his activities on the condition that he does
not target the Saudi kingdom himself.
Posner’s accounts of a secret agreement be-
tween Bin Laden and Saudi intelligence is
significant because he argues this was known
to U.S. intelligence, this wasn’t something
that we didn’t know. Levivier also inter-
viewed a CIA analyst about the role of the
Mujahedin. This CIA agent said ‘‘The policy
of guiding the evolution of Islam and of help-
ing them against our adversaries worked
marvelously well in Afghanistan against the
Red army. The same doctrines can still be
used to destabilize what remains of Russian
power, and especially to counter the Chinese
influence in Central Asia.”” When I read this,
I was quite surprised. Could this really be
possible?

Suffice it to say in conclusion, this is a
phenomenon I have discovered to be paraded
throughout many regions in the Middle East
and Central Asia. It is a very worrying phe-
nomenon. It fundamentally challenges the
whole paradigm of the war on terror. If we
are allying ourselves in some manner with al
Qaeda in this rather direct way, how can we
fight a war and win? It just doesn’t make
any sense.

Foreign Policy: Immediate Response and
Recommendations

Mr. WAYNE SMITH: The 9/11 Commission
report says that the United States should en-
gage its friends to develop a common coali-
tion approach toward the detention and hu-
mane treatment of captured terrorists. New
principles might draw upon Article 3 of the
Geneva Conventions on the law of armed
conflict. That article was specifically de-
signed for those cases in which the usual
laws of war did not apply. In other words,
these cases in which our Government tells us
the Geneva Conventions don’t apply. The
minimum standards are generally accepted
throughout the world as customary inter-
national law. What does Article 3 call for?
Well, among other things, it prohibits out-
rages upon personal dignity, in par-
ticular, humiliating and degrading treat-
ment. All these practices of stripping the
prisoners naked, putting women’s underwear
or perhaps even men’s underwear on their
heads, is degrading treatment. It is prohib-
ited by international law. . .. I'm not age-
less, but I have lived a long time, and I don’t
remember ever having been ashamed of what
we were doing to foreign prisoners. In World
War II, we treated prisoners well, let’s say
soldiers. Even German spies arrested in the
United States were not treated in a degrad-
ing manner . .. This is not an intelligent
way to proceed in our struggle against ter-
rorism. We ought to get back to full respect
for international law, and fully humane
treatment of all prisoners, without any ex-
ception.

Mr. ROBERT MCILVAINE: I had an unbe-
lievable opportunity to go to Bogota. I
haven’t flown since 9/11. Not that I'm nec-
essarily afraid, but I just won’t fly. I've
learned too much about the shoe bomber. I'm
just not going to leave the country. Bogota,
they have an international conference on vi-
olence and terrorism, and they called me to
speak down there. I decided to do it. There
were probably about 2,000 people in the audi-
torium, the first two rows were all victims.
13 year olds with legs missing. Burn victims.
I had dinner with one burn victim, 75 percent
of her body, an African/Colombian. She lost
her three children and her husband. I said, I
feel sorry for myself sometimes. That woman
could sit there and laugh with me, because
you have a bond with people who have suf-
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fered. That is what we have to think about.
It’s the civilians, the 25,000 civilians in Iraq
that have died, and 500,000 people in Iraq that
have died in the 1990s. What is this foreign
policy that we have? We talk about Pax
Americana. In Latin, does that not mean
American peace? Have we perpetrated peace
in this world? Have we, since 1945? I think
not.
Domestic Policy: Immediate Response and
Recommendations

Ms. ELAINE CASSEL: Four years since
September 11th, almost four years, and one
year since the 9/11 Commission’s report, crit-
ical infrastructures and resources are unpro-
tected, and protections are unplanned, as far
as I know. Co-Chair of the panel, Lee Ham-
ilton, mentioned that this morning in a press
briefing. He was very frustrated by that, and
he mentioned these are difficult tasks to
take on. Yes . . . it’s hard to try to assess
the risk to our critical infrastructure and to
intervene and prevention ... It’s easy to
open a file on demonstrators against the Ad-
ministration’s policies and conduct surveil-
lance on the ACLU and Greenpeace, as the
Washington Post reported last week. I seri-
ously doubt that the ACLU and Greenpeace
are terrorist organizations. In fact, if they
were, the Government would have shut them
down. Why are we paying the FBI's
counterterrorism unit to amass thousands of
files on these organizations and individuals?

Mr. C. WILLIAM MICHAELS: I still do not
think the case has been made that civil lib-
erties of any sort must be compromised so
we can get to the bottom of what terrorist
conspiracies may or may not be operating
within the United States. All of this plus the
scope and approach of the 9/11 Commission
recommendations, which deal with every-
thing from the FBI, passports, driver’s li-
censes, airline passengers, brings me to the
final points. And that is the effect we may be
seeing as these varied parallel developments,
including, of course, the conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the situation in military com-
missions in Camp Delta, Guantanamo Bay,
which continue to unfold as we dispense with
the legal preliminaries, and U.S. citizens
held as enemy combatants, come to a single
point, which should be considered as we con-
tinue with this national debate as what
might be on the horizon at that point. Here
they are, 12 common characteristics of a na-
tional security state:

1. Visible increase in uniformed security
personnel.

2. Lack of civil accountability for the ac-
tions of law enforcement and security per-
sonnel.

3. Reduced role of the judiciary and execu-
tive treatment of suspects.

4. Secrecy of ruling authority and momen-
tum of the threat.

5. Media in the service of the state.

6. Public and national resources called to
service against security threat.

7. Patriotism moving to nationalism.

8. Lack of critical response by religious de-
nominations.

9. War time mentality and permanent war
economy.

10. Targeted individuals or groups.

11. Direct attack against dissent.

12. Increased surveillance of citizenry.
Intelligence Reform: Immediate Response and
Recommendations

Mr. DAVID MACMICHAEL: The quote I
want to give you is from a book written by
a very interesting man, now deceased, Ar-
thur Macy Cox, who was George Kennan’s
principal assistant when George Kennan,
post World War II, was head of the State De-
partment’s Planning Office . . . His book is
called The Myths of National Security, the
Peril of Secret Government . . . published by
Beacon Press in 1975:
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““The drafters of the Constitution provided
us with an ingenious system of Government
based on machinery to check and balance the
use of power, but they did not anticipate the
problem of secret Government, nor has that
problem been dealt with in subsequent con-
stitutional amendments. Despite a lack of
safeguards, a large consensus of the Amer-
ican public since World War II, has granted
to succeeding presidents extraordinary se-
cret powers to protect the security of the na-
tion. The people felt that in matters of na-
tional survival, the President should be
given total trust. He should be allowed to
make decisions in secret to protect our na-
tional security, but democracy and secrecy
are incompatible and it has now become
clear that secret powers should never have
been delegated without guarantees of ac-
countability to the people’s representatives
in the Congress.”

Mr. JOHN NUTTER: As I listened to David,
I was struck by the various documents that
I've read in my scholarship, documents like
the Tower Commission report on Iran
Contra, the Church Committee, the Pike
Committee, and its recommendations, the
Taylor Committee, which some of you may
recognize as the postmortem on the Bay of
Pigs . . . One could very easily take the rec-
ommendations from any of those reports, cut
and paste them into the 9/11 Commission,
and you wouldn’t be able to tell the dif-
ference.

Closing Remarks

Rep. CYNTHIA MCKINNEY: I would just
like to say after we have heard all of the tes-
timony that has been presented to us today,
there is one thing that is very clear, and that
is that we must know what our Government
is doing in our name. The American people
have to inform themselves, despite the fail-
ure of the corporate press, to investigate the
information in the public domain that pro-
vides answers to our questions. Today is a
very special day because we have brought
truth to Capitol Hill.

———

INCREASING THE AUTHORIZED PE-
RIOD OF STAY FOR THE GUAM
VISA WAIVER PROGRAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today | have
introduced legislation to increase the period of
authorized stay for the Guam Visa Waiver
Program to mirror the period of authorized
stay established in law for the nationwide Visa
Waiver Program. | have introduced this bill at
the request of both the Governor and the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Guam.

The Guam Visa Waiver Program was au-
thorized by the Omnibus Territories Act of
1986 (Public Law 99-396). This program was
established to largely complement the nation-
wide Visa Waiver Program, which was perma-
nently authorized by Congress in 2000 (Public
Law 106-396), and to strengthen economic
and cultural ties with nations in East Asia and
the Pacific Rim.

Today there are currently 27 countries par-
ticipating in the nationwide Visa Waiver Pro-
gram, while an additional ten countries are au-
thorized to participate in the Guam Visa Waiv-
er Program. These ten countries, admitted into
the program as participants through the State
Department rulemaking process, are as fol-
lows: Brunei, Indonesia, the Republic of
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Korea, Malaysia, Nauru, Papua New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands, Taiwan, the possessions
of the United Kingdom, Vanuatu and Western
Samoa.

Under current law, nonimmigrant visitors ar-
riving in the United States, including Guam,
through the nationwide Visa Waiver Program
are permitted entry for business or pleasure
for a period not to exceed 90 days. However,
nonimmigrant visitors arriving in Guam from
any of the ten countries currently participating
in the Guam Visa Waiver Program are per-
mitted entry for business or pleasure for a pe-
riod not to exceed 15 days. The bill | have in-
troduced today would increase the period au-
thorized for stay in Guam under the Guam
Visa Waiver Program from 15 days to 90
days, a period equal in length to that estab-
lished in law for the nationwide Visa Waiver
Program.

| believe that establishing consistency in the
authorized periods of stay under both pro-
grams will improve the administration of the
Guam Visa Waiver Program. Additionally, ex-
tending the period of authorized stay for the
Guam Visa Waiver Program could potentially
boost tourism for Guam.

Tourism is a key sector of Guam’s econ-
omy, and the Guam Visa Waiver Program has
been central to increased international travel
to Guam since its implementation in 1998. |
believe this program can be strengthened with
an increased authorized period of stay.

This bill has been co-sponsored by the
Chairman and the Ranking Member of the
House Small Business Committee, Mr. MAN-
zuLLo and Ms. VELAZQUEZ, respectively. Their
support is especially appreciated given the
fact that this bill will support many small busi-
nesses in Guam which are a part of the visitor
industry. Additionally, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr.
BURTON, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, and Mr. FARR are original co-
sponsors of this bill. | look forward to building
more support for this bill in the 109th Con-
gress and to working with the leadership of
the House Judiciary Committee on this issue.

———

CONGRATULATING THE CHICAGO
WHITE SOX ON WINNING THE
WORLD SERIES

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the players, owners and staff of
the Chicago White Sox on their tremendous
victory in the 2005 World Series. Loyal White
Sox fans across lllinois have been waiting 88
long years for this moment and it is every bit
as satisfying as any of us could imagine.

Not many picked the Chicago White Sox to
win the World Championship when the season
started. After all, they had not won a playoff
game in more than a decade, they did not
have a group of high-priced superstars on
their roster, and they are from the city of Chi-
cago—which had not even seen a World Se-
ries game in nearly half a century. But this
team never stopped believing in itself and
quickly showed the experts and the Nation
that championships are won through tireless
effort, consistent teamwork, and a spirit that
says anything is possible.
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History will record that the 2005 Chicago
White Sox marched through the season with a
99-63 record, the best in the American
League. It will further show that this team went
on to dominate in the postseason with an 11—
1 record that included an unimaginable World
Series sweep. But no historic record can con-
vey the excitement this team created in a city
desperate for a baseball championship, or the
joy felt in the hearts of White Sox fans every-
where. And it certainly cannot capture the
pride felt throughout our state in having this
tremendous group of young men represent us
in the World Series.

It is my honor to congratulate owner Jerry
Reinsdorf, General Manager Kenny Williams,
Manager Ozzie Guillen and the White Sox
players for this extraordinary accomplishment.
From the first day of this season, you have
conducted yourself with class on and off the
field and truly exemplified what it means to be
a champion. In the process, you have set a
standard of excellence for others to follow and
provided cherished memories that so many
dreamed of, but feared impossible.

———

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL WIL-
LIAM E. POTTS FOR FAITHFUL
SERVICE TO STATE AND NATION

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing a ceremony on November 11, 2005 in Co-
lumbia, Tennessee, the late Major General
William E. Potts will be recognized for his
service to his state and nation. The Veteran’s
Plaza on the grounds of the Maury County
Courthouse will be named the Major General
William E. Potts Veterans Memorial Plaza,
with a plaque placed as a permanent memo-
rial to his memory.

General Potts was born December 9, 1935
in Nashville. He later moved to Columbia with
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Madden
Potts. General Potts graduated from Columbia
Central High School and Vanderbilt University.
Having played football in high school and col-
lege he helped his Commodores defeat Au-
burn in the 1955 Gator Bowl.

Upon graduation from Vanderbilt in 1958,
General Potts was commissioned a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Army. He studied Turk-
ish at the Army’s language school and grad-
uated from both the Command and General
Staff College and the Industrial College of the
Armed Forces. He also earned a master’s de-
gree in public administration from Middle Ten-
nessee State University.

General Potts was company commander of
the 801st Maintenance Battalion, 101st Air-
borne Division, served as an adviser in Viet-
nam and Army Attaché in Ankara, Turkey, and
battalion commander of the 702nd Mainte-
nance Battalion, Second Infantry Division in
Korea. After being assigned to the Pentagon
he was made Deputy Commanding General
for research and development, Army Missile
Command, Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville be-
fore assuming command of the Army’s Ord-
nance Center and School at Aberdeen Proving
Ground, Maryland.

General Potts passed away February 29,
2004 at Walter Reed Army Hospital, and was




E2192

buried with full military honors in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

In attendance for the November 11th cere-
mony will be General Potts’s wife, Peggy; his
sons, Colonel Gary Potts, who is currently
serving in Afghanistan, Neil Potts, a former
Army Captain, Airborne Ranger, Special
Forces, now a restaurateur in Dallas, and their
respective families. The General’s only sur-
viving sibling, Irene Morris of Columbia, will
also be in attendance.

The ceremony will include color guards from
the Vanderbilt University Army Reserve Officer
Training Corps, the Tennessee State Guard,
Spring Hill Junior Army ROTC and the Colum-
bia Central Junior Navy ROTC.

———

TRINITY RAILWAY EXPRESS—SA-
LUTE TO HURRICANE VOLUN-
TEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the states along the Gulf Coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one com-
pany and their donation. Trinity Railway Ex-
press helped senior citizens and other resi-
dents of the Houston-Galveston area flee from
Hurricane Rita. They donated their time and
equipment when it was most needed.

TRE is a service provided jointly by Dallas
Area Rapid Transit and the Fort Worth Trans-
portation Authority and it links downtown Fort
Worth, downtown Dallas and DFW Airport.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Trinity
Railway Express for their help and donation. It
is people like them that | am proud to call fel-
low Texans. Through their contribution, they
not only stand as devoted and giving Amer-
ican citizens, but they serve as an inspiration
to others.

———

HONORING THE MONASTERY OF
THE GLORIOUS CROSS AS THEY
CELEBRATE THEIR 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to join the Benedictines
of Jesus Crucified of the Monastery of the
Glorious Cross as they celebrate their 50th
Anniversary—a milestone for this community
of nineteen.

Seventy-five years ago, Father Maurice
Gaucheron, a priest on the staff of the Basilica
of Montmatre in Paris and Suzanne
Wrotnowska, the future Mother Marie des
Deouleurs, began plans to open the doors of
monastic life to women who, though interested
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in pursuing this path, were unable to do so
due to their fragile health. From the very be-
ginning, the Monastery of the Holy Cross
formed on the Rule of Saint Benedictine which
emphasizes a listening heart, obedience, si-
lence, and humility. In 1930, during a Mass
celebrated in the crypt of Montmatre, Mother
Marie des Douleurs and the first sisters were
consecrated and their journey began.

The Monastery of the Glorious Cross in
Branford, Connecticut was established just fifty
years ago and is the only order of the Bene-
dictines of Jesus Crucified in the United
States. Houses of worship play a critical role
in all of our communities. It is to these walls
that so many turn in times of their greatest
need. The Congregation at the Monastery of
the Glorious Cross has always opened its
doors to those in need of spiritual guidance
and comfort. The public is welcomed to cele-
brate their daily Mass, the community spon-
sors a monthly day of recollection, and they
also provide Mass cards and spiritual bou-
quets. It has been through their generosity
and compassion that the Monastery of the
Glorious Cross has become a local treasure.
Every community should be so fortunate.

Today, as they celebrate their Golden Jubi-
lee, the Sisters of the Monastery of the Glo-
rious Cross will reflect on their own history as
well as all that they have given to our commu-
nity. It is my great pleasure to join Sister Mary
Agatha, the Superior of the community, and all
of the sisters of the Monastery of the Glorious
Cross as they celebrate this very special occa-
sion. | am honored to extend my deepest
thanks and appreciation to them for all of their
good work.

—

HONORING MR. FRANK D. LINN, SR
ON HIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY AS
SANTA CLAUS

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Frank D. Linn, Sr. of Lower Swatara
Township, Middletown, Pennsylvania as he
celebrates fifty years of selfless and heartfelt
service to the children and families of Dauphin
County, Pennsylvania as Santa Claus.

Mr. Linn has given of his time and effort
making thousands of children happy as “The
Jolly Old Man with the Beard” since 1955.
Acting as Santa in a shopping center and at
private home parties, he also spreads the spir-
it of the holidays making visits and toy deliv-
eries to around seventy-five homes at Christ-
mastime.

A graduate of Central Dauphin High School,
Mr. Linn has been employed with the House
of Representatives, Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania for the past forty-three years serving
as Specialist in Intergovernmental Affairs to
the Speaker of the House for Speaker Mat-
thew J. Ryan and currently Speaker John M.
Perzel. He has also devoted his time to the
Lower Swatara Lions Club and the Middletown
Area Red Cross as well as multiple local ath-
letic teams, boy scouts troops, and fire com-
panies.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to be able to
recognize a man who has been committed to
bringing joy to the people of my district for fifty
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years. | ask you and my other distinguished
colleagues to join me in congratulating Mr.
Frank D. Linn, Sr. on fifty years of devoted
service as our local Santa Claus and thank
him for the many contributions he has made
toward the well being of the citizens of Penn-
sylvania.
—

TRIBUTE TO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE TOMMY CARTER

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD), CRAMER JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Alabama State Representative
Tommy Carter. Representative Carter has rep-
resented Limestone County in the Alabama
State Legislature for thirty-six years. He plans
to retire from public service at the conclusion
of his current legislative term in 2006.

| consider it a privilege to have worked with
Representative Carter on a wide variety of
issues facing Limestone County. He has done
a great deal to help further the quality of life
for all individuals in our community.

During his many years of service in the
State Legislature, Representative Carter was
elected by his peers to numerous legislative
leadership positions. Most notably, he served
as the Chairman of the House Rules Com-
mittee for over twelve years. Representative
Carter currently serves on the Education Fi-
nance and Appropriations Committee and the
Agriculture and Forestry Committee.

Mr. Speaker, Representative Carter is well
respected throughout our local community and
the entire State of Alabama. He is a past re-
cipient of the Athens Limestone County Cham-
ber of Commerce Citizen of the Year Award
and was the Conservationist of the Year
Award winner in 1978. Representative Carter
is also a former Scout Master and member of
the Alabama National Guard.

After he steps down from the Alabama State
Legislature, he will continue to serve on the
Board of Directors for Community Bank and
Athens State University Foundation Board.

Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, October 27th,
the North Alabama community gathered to
honor and celebrate all of Representative
Carter's achievements. | rise today, to join in
their celebration and to thank Representative
Carter for his many years of dedicated serv-
ice.

———

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JEANETTE
CANTRELL RUDY—HEALTHCARE
PHILANTHROPIST

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate the birthday of a dear
friend and a distinguished member of the
Nashville community, Mrs. Jeanette Cantrell
Rudy. Mrs. Rudy is a generous philanthropist,
an accomplished sportswoman and a true
friend to many in Tennessee and across the
nation. She celebrates her 78th birthday on
October 27th, 2005.
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When you look at everything Jeanette has
accomplished in a mere 78 years, it is clear
she is a woman of fierce commitment, incom-
parable energy and true generosity. As some-
one fortunate to have worked with Jeannette
on various community initiatives, | can tell you
there is no one you would rather have on your
team when you launch a new project.

Born October 27th, 1927 in Sheffield, Ala-
bama, Jeanette enrolled in the Saint Thomas
Hospital School of Nursing in Nashville fol-
lowing high school graduation. She received
her nursing degree in 1948. That occasion
changed her life—along with the fact that she
also met her future husband, Mr. Daniel Clees
Rudy, about this time.

Daniel Clees Rudy, cofounder of the Rudy’s
Farm Sausage Company, and Jeanette mar-
ried on February 20th, 1949. The Rudys made
their home in the Pennington Bend area on
the Cumberland River until Mr. Rudy’s death
in 1984.

Jeanette served her community as a public
health nurse for seven years. But that was just
the beginning to her commitment to better
health care for all of Nashville. In memory of
her late husband, Jeanette helped to establish
and fund the Dan Rudy Cancer Center at
Saint Thomas Hospital in 1985. Also in 1985,
Jeanette and her sisters, founded the Felix A.
and Edna L. Cantrell Endowment Fund in
honor of their parents. This special endow-
ment has helped a host of nurses reach their
educational goals and advance in the nursing
field. A long-time supporter of the nursing pro-
gram at Cumberland University in Lebanon,
Tennessee, Jeanette was recognized for her
efforts with an honorary doctorate of human-
ities from Cumberland University in 1990.

In addition to her commitment to public
service, Jeanette is a passionate hobbyist.
She has assembled the finest privately held
collection of State and Federal duck stamps,
including the very first stamp issued in 1934.
Jeanette served as a judge of the Federal
duck stamp competition in Washington, D.C.
in 1992. In 1996, the Smithsonian Institution
established, in her honor, the Jeanette
Cantrell Rudy Duck Stamp Gallery at the Na-
tional Postal Museum.

Jeanette’s energy and zest for life do not
stop there. An avid sportswoman, she held the
titte of Ladies State Trapshooting Champion
for nine years, was named to the women’s all-
American trap team twice, and has been an
ardent hunter and angler since 1949 over
much of North America. Jeanette has also
spent endless hours helping many organiza-
tions and educational institutions in Middle
Tennessee. She served on the boards of
Cumberland University, the Saint Thomas
Hospital Auxiliary, the Saint Thomas Founda-
tion and the Nashville Zoo, and she is a major
supporter of the Nashville Police and Fire De-
partment and the National Police Memorial in
Washington, DC.

She is the recipient of the 1992 Seton
Medal for her service to patients of Saint
Thomas Hospital. She authored a book, “A
Bend in the Cumberland,” which traces the
history of the Pennington Bend area, where,
for many years, her husband and his brother
operated the Rudy’s Farm Sausage Company.
And, now, as a Commissioner of the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency since
2001, Jeannette is dedicated to raising funds
for projects that will help preserve, conserve
and enhance Tennessee’s population of fish
and wildlife.
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Jeanette’s devotion to public service and
her long-standing advocacy for nursing are
truly remarkable. | thank this spirited American
for her unwavering compassion and desire to
make life more positive for others in her com-
munity.

Today, | join my distinguished colleagues—
Representatives BART GORDON and JOHN TAN-
NER—and all Tennesseans in congratulating
and extending our warmest and best wishes to
Jeanette Cantrell Rudy for a happy 78th birth-
day. Jeannette, may you have many more re-
warding and life-enriching experiences ahead.

WILDERNESS CHALLENGE

HON. NICK J. RAHALL 11

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
October 8, 2005 46 teams of active-duty men
and women from military installations around
the U.S. converged in West Virginia’s Gauley
and New River Gorge to compete in the sixth
annual “Wilderness Challenge.” | am proud to
have such an event in West Virginia that al-
lows our armed forces the chance to display
their skills of physical endurance and of
course, bragging rights. There is not a better
place to host the Wilderness Challenge than
the New River Gorge National Park. It has su-
perb overlooks, historic scenery, rugged Appa-
lachian trails and peaceful valley flats, not to
mention the world class whitewater. Rafting
the waters is no easy task, as one could imag-
ine by the names of some of our rapids such
as “Big Nasty”, “Even Nastier” and “Heaven’s
Doors,” just to name a few.

The Challenge begins with a 20-mile moun-
tain bike race which precedes a half-mile swim
on the Lower Gauley River, and ends with
each team tackling a 13-mile stretch of Class
Ill to V whitewater. The next day the competi-
tors start with a run, paddle a section of the
New River in inflatable rubber kayaks called
“duckies,” and finish with a 14-mile hike that
entails the steep slopes of the New River Can-
yon. The whole event is sponsored by a white-
water ouffitter Class VI River Runners, which
supplies the event with the rafts and equip-
ment used in the outdoor extreme sports
match.

It is really a pleasure for me to see such a
group of well trained, highly motivated soldiers
compete. | know that there is friendly competi-
tion between the branches of service and
West Virginians as well as all Americans hold
them all in the highest regard.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, due to an ex-
cused absence, | missed 3 rollcall votes on
the night of Tuesday October 25, 2005. |
would like to enter into the record how | would
have voted if | had been able to attend the
session:

On H.R. 3675, the American Spirit Fraud
Prevention Act, | would have voted “yea.”
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On H. Con. Res. 269, a resolution recog-
nizing the 40th anniversary of the White
House Fellows Program, | would have voted
“vea.”

On H.R. 3256, a bill to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located at
3038 West Liberty Avenue in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, as the “Congressman James
Grove Fulton Memorial Post Office Building,” |
would have voted “yea.”

—————

CONGRATULATIONS FOR
ABINGTON

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as the proud congressional rep-
resentative of Abington Township, a township
that was recently named one of the 100 best
communities for young people by America’s
Promise—the Alliance for Youth.

The Alliance for Youth and its Founding
Chairman, General Colin Powell, launched this
first-ever national competition to pay tribute to
the communities working to empower and ad-
vance our Nation’s youth. And, there is no
doubt that Abington Township worked hard to
earn this honorable distinction.

| have had the privilege of representing Ab-
ington; first from my seat in the Pennsylvania
State Senate and now as a member of Con-
gress. Over the years, | have seen first-hand
the community’s unity, especially when it
comes to advancing the lives of its young peo-
ple.

Together, Abington’s school district, police
department, community organizations, busi-
nesses, and residents have worked hand-in-
hand to create an environment that embraces
its young residents. They've established the
Abington Community Taskforce, which is com-
prised of parents, caregivers, religious and
civic leaders and has launched programs to
teach effective parenting skills, create toler-
ance and respect, and promote community
safety. They've successfully established coop-
erative agreements between the school district
and police department, including an anti-drug
program and joint fundraising challenges. And,
they’ve created the Community Partnership of
Youth and Adults to mobilize community spirit
and participation.

Abington was included on the America’s
Promise list because it has demonstrated true
public leadership with regard to the needs of
children. And, we in Congress must make
sure to encourage and support these kinds of
grassroots, community-based efforts, like that
in Abington, because they play an important
role in ensuring that our young people have
the strength of character and tools necessary
to succeed.

Mr. Speaker, | couldn’t be prouder of Abing-
ton for the outstanding work it has done on
behalf of young people, and | look forward to
working too with area officials to make sure
our neighborhood remains a safe and caring
environment.

So again, congratulations to Abington on
their selection as one of the 100 Best Commu-
nities for Young People. Keep up the good
work!
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SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in February of
1913, an extraordinary lady was born and 42
years later she refused to give her seat up on
a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Her actions
had an extraordinarily positive impact on
America and on focusing Americans’ attention
on the fact that they were, as Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., said, not fulfilling our Nation’s
promise of equality and justice. And so we
note the passing of Rosa Parks at the age of
92. She made an extraordinary contribution,
not just to our country, but to the concept of
equality and dignity of human beings around
the world.

Rosa Parks was a civil rights icon and a na-
tional treasure. Her simple, dignified act nearly
half a century ago—defiance of a racist law
that denied her humanity—helped galvanize
the civil rights movement and delivered a
moral body blow to segregationist laws that
stain our Nation’s history.

Ms. Parks’ life is a testament to the truth
that one person with courage and an
unshakable will can change a Nation and
begin to right wrongs. Her legacy will endure
not only through her personal acts of courage
and strength, but also through the thousands
of activists who were inspired by her.

Ms. Parks risked everything, including her
life, for a cause that she knew in her heart
was right. We are a better Nation today as the
result of her courage and vision. And, we
should honor her memory by continuing the
fight for equality, decency and basic human
rights.

———

HIAWTHI WILLIAMS—SALUTE TO
HURRICANE VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the gulf coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one man,
his company and his donation. Hiawthi Wil-
liams, the owner of Williams Chicken donated
200 pieces of chicken for volunteers during
hurricane Katrina.

Williams Chicken was first opened in 1987
and has rapidly grown since. Today, with over
50 stores in operation, the company continues
to grow. Notwithstanding the market research,
the chain admits the real secret to the com-
pany’s success is staying true to their philos-
ophy, “To Serve, Grow and Give Back to the
Community.”

| stand here today to sincerely thank Hiawthi
Williams for his donation. It is people like him
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that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through his contribution, he not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
he serves as an inspiration to others.

———

HONORING HERMAN WOLF FOR
HIS LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to pay tribute to
the remarkable life and legacy of a dear
friend, Herman Wolf. In a career that spanned
eight decades, his influence on State and na-
tional politics garnered him a respected rep-
utation with Democrats and Republicans alike.
At the age of 93, Herman passed away this
past week, marking the end of an era in Con-
necticut politics.

A gifted public relations guru and a talented
political strategist, Herman spent a lifetime
working to improve the quality of life for all
people. His dedication and commitment to so-
cial justice never wavered—in fact he never
stopped, working up until the time of his pass-
ing. Herman was an activist, advocate and
leader who provided a strong voice to those
most in need.

In his earliest years in Connecticut, Herman
was best known as a top advisor to Governors
Abe Ribicoff, John Dempsey, and Ella T.
Grasso. He served as an executive aide to
then Governor Ribicoff and was an integral
part of his successful election to the United
States Senate. In addition to his involvement
with local campaigns, Herman was also an ad-
visor to State and National Democratic Party
Chairman John Bailey. Working with some of
our State’s most powerful modern political
leaders, Herman helped to shape decades of
public policy.

In addition to his role as a political strate-
gist, Herman also ran a successful public rela-
tions firm, Herman Wolf Associates. He rep-
resented over 100 clients including prominent
labor unions like the AFL-CIO, businesses
such as United Technologies and Guiness
Stout, and non-profit organizations such as the
Ford Foundation, the NAACP, and the Amer-
ican Shakespeare Festival. Herman would
later become executive vice-president of the
Design Science Institute of Washington, DC, a
group dedicated to furthering the work of in-
ventor and philosopher R. Buckminster Fuller.
Local projects also received the attention of
Herman. He was involved with a number of
projects in the Bridgeport area including sev-
eral at Action for Bridgeport Community Devel-
opment where he had been working up until
the time of his passing.

For Herman, his work was about more than
promoting an agenda. He had deep convic-
tions and indisputable integrity. His work re-
flected his strong belief in leveling the playing
field for all Americans. He firmly believed that
the government had a responsibility to provide
for our most vulnerable citizens and ensure
that their needs received the same attention
as those more fortunate. Herman’s energy,
enthusiasm, and excitement not only made
him a success but inspired others to greatness
as well. He left an indelible mark on our com-
munities, the State of Connecticut, and our
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Nation—a legacy that will undoubtedly be re-
membered by history.

| extend my deepest sympathies to his wife,
Monica; his children, David, Bill, Fay, and Lou-
ise; and their families. Herman Wolf was an
extraordinary individual with a unique dedica-
tion to public service that touched the lives of
many. Though he will be missed, his legacy
will continue to inspire generations to come.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. N. RAO
CHAVA

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Dr. N. Rao Chava
of Montgomery, Alabama. Dr. Chava is a high-
ly accomplished medical doctor and adminis-
trator, and will soon be retiring as Director of
the Central Alabama Veterans Health Care
System hospital in Macon County.

In 1974, Dr. Chava began his career with
the Department of Veterans Affairs as an in-
ternal medicine resident. As a naturalized
United States citizen, he has devoted himself
to VA Medical Centers in both West Virginia
and Alabama. Dr. Chava was certified by the
American Board of Internal Medicine and re-
ceived a Certificate for Added Qualifications in
Geriatric Medicine. He is also a Fellow for the
American College of Physicians and a mem-
ber of the American Geriatrics Society, the
American College of Physician Executives,
and the American College of Healthcare Ex-
ecutives.

Our nation’s veterans deserve the highest
quality care available, and | know Dr. Chava
has spent much of his career caring for their
needs. He will be missed. | congratulate Dr.
Chava for his many accomplishments over the
years, and wish him all the best in his retire-
ment.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HISPANIC
LEADERS AND IN COMMEMORA-
TION OF HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in commemoration of Hispanic Heritage
month to recognize and celebrate the out-
standing achievements of remarkable leaders
of the Hispanic community. | am honored to
acknowledge the wonderful contributions of
Margarita Rosa Esq., Frances Lucerna, Dr.
Maria Montes, Elizabeth C. Yeampierre and
Rev. Jorge L. Roa, Jr. These individuals have
been a true inspiration, working tirelessly to
better the lives of New Yorkers and the His-
panic community by making a positive impact
in our community.

Through devotion and commitment, these
enthusiastic role models have excelled in their
strong community service and diligent work to
improve the quality of life in many
disenfranchised neighborhoods, encouraging
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the next generation of Latino leaders. A living
example of this arduous dedication is Ms.
Margarita Rosa who is the Executive Director
of Grand Street Settlement, a New York based
community organization whose primary vision
is to improve the lives of those less fortunate
or disadvantaged by encouraging self-deter-
mination through learning advocacy, support
and community building.

Margarita has been a steadfast, passionate
advocate of human rights, as the first Hispanic
woman to be appointed to the New York State
Commission on Human Rights in the early
1990’s. Working at the local government level
gave her the unique perspective of under-
standing how public policy affects diverse
communities. Margarita’s accomplishments
have been plentiful—being honored for her
eager public service dedication, she received
a prestigious teaching fellowship award, and is
currently an active member of several Boards
of Directors for organizations such as the Pub-
lic Interest Law Foundation at New York Uni-
versity (NYU) Law School, the New York Civil
Liberties Union, and the Lower Union East
Side Family Union. These endeavors are a
mere representation of Margarita’s achieve-
ments and willingness to continue empowering
those in need.

Another notable and distinguished leader
has been an energetic force and true pioneer
in the world of cultural and performing arts.
Ms. Frances Lucerna founded the Williams-
burg Arts and Cultural Council for Youth, a
community performing and visual arts program
for youngsters. She later became the co-
founder and Executive Director of El Puente
Academy for Peace and Justice, a Brooklyn
youth-based community development organi-
zation nurturing leadership for peace and so-
cial justice. Frances’ leadership and artistic vi-
sion motivated her to develop one of the most
comprehensive Latino arts and cultural center,
which provide young students with the oppor-
tunity to express themselves artistically.

As a strong advocate for education and a
loving artist, Frances has broken barriers by
channeling the talent and skill of thousands of
youngsters into a bright path and a hopeful fu-
ture for many within the community. As a vi-
sionary with an artistic soul, Frances has
achieved many high recognitions highlighting
her efforts, such as the 1998 Heinz Award for
the Human Condition, and being appointed to
the Advisory Committee to the President’s
Committee on the Arts and Humanities, and
the Community School Task Force for the
White House Conference on Character Build-
ing for a Democratic, Civil Society. She has
also served on the Boards of Directors of the
Arts Center of the Brooklyn Academy of Music
and the Community Youth Development Guide
Team of the National Network for Youth.

Among the list of remarkable thinkers im-
pacting higher education is Dr. Maria Montes
Morales, Vice-President and Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs at Boricua College. Dr. Montes
Morales understood the critical value of edu-
cation and how peoples’ lives could be trans-
formed. She lived and realized the educational
injustices faced by Latinos, which allowed her
to make a difference and change the tradi-
tional college learning environment. Her vision
and commitment to educate and empower
Latinos in New York City motivated her to help
establish the first Boricua College campus in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn which opened in 1974.

This was a tremendous achievement for the
community, especially since many of the Wil-
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liamsburg residents were Spanish speaking
and interested in furthering their education at
an institution that was culturally sensitive,
community based, competitive and accessible.
Since its creation, thousands of students have
graduated from this Boricua College campus,
with many remaining in the community and
providing professional human services.

Maria’s contribution to higher education for
all students, especially Latinos, is highly com-
mendable. Her leadership at Boricua College
successfully promotes student learning
through active participation in meaningful and
planned service experiences in the community
that are directly related to course content.
With a humanistic approach, such as a sense
of civic responsibility, self-awareness, and
commitment to the community, Dr. Montes
Morales makes Boricua College an out-
standing and unique higher learning institution
in New York City.

Mr. Speaker, | am also proud to celebrate
Hispanic Heritage Month by recognizing the
great efforts of Mrs. Elizabeth C. Yeampierre,
Executive Director of the United Puerto Rican
Organization of Sunset Park (UPROSE),
Brooklyn’s oldest Latino community-based or-
ganization. Under Elizabeth’s leadership,
UPROSE has become the frontier organization
on multiracial environmental justice issues im-
pacting the community. Its “Youth Justice”
program has set the path to several victories
advocating on behalf of low-income and mi-
nority communities that are environmentally
overburdened.

Elizabeth’s dedication and endeavors at
UPROSE have included promoting youth, fam-
ily and community empowerment, and creating
awareness for environmental issues impacting
the living conditions of residents in Sunset
Park. Her accomplishments range from suc-
cessfully leading UPROSE in opposition to the
Sunset Energy Fleet 520—a power plant pro-
posal to place two power plants in the area—
to campaigning against the placement of a
sewage sludge treatment plant in Sunset Park,
and advocating the prevention of child lead
paint poisoning.

Elizabeth has also created an effective
“Youth Justice” program which provides
young environmental activists across the
country with opportunities to promote environ-
mental issues. As a result, these young lead-
ers were able to organize the first environ-
mental justice conference in Sunset Park. The
outstanding work and contributions of
UPROSE under Elizabeth’s leadership has
had a valuable impact on the residents of
Sunset Park.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to commend
and acknowledge the highly regarded work of
Reverend Jorge L. Roa, Jr. a native of Brook-
lyn and a devoted pastor who committed his
life to God, and assisting those most in need,
including youngsters and the Hispanic commu-
nity. Rev. Roa has been a true inspiration who
has excelled in promoting youth programs
within his church, “the Missionary Christian
Church,” in Manhattan where he preaches
and is very pro-active on social and justice
issues.

Rev. Roa has touched many lives by help-
ing his community seek spiritual guidance and
a path, collaborating in missionary projects
such as rebuilding churches, and collecting
donations for relief efforts for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina. He has been a humani-
tarian champion in this country and abroad,
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taking part in missions providing food, water,
medicine and other resources to impoverished
communities throughout different countries, in-
cluding Latin America and Africa.

Rev. Roa, is also the program director of a
radio and TV show known as “En sus Pasos”
or “In Your Steps,” which is transmitted in
Manhattan. He is also the author of a re-
nowned book, “Una Luz de Dios, La Historia
de la Iglesia Cristiana Misionera,” “A light of
God, the History of the Christian Missionary
Church.” Rev. Roa’s true vocations have en-
lightened the community and changed the
lives of many youngsters throughout his 24
years of ministry. His excellence in leadership
and service is laudable for Latinos and resi-
dents of the Manhattan community and be-
yond.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor for me to
rise today and recognize these wonderful His-
panic leaders who | firmly believe possess key
elements that strengthen our culture, commu-
nity and nation. In commemoration of Hispanic
Heritage Month, it is essential and truly impor-
tant to emphasize the life-time commitment
these remarkable persons have demonstrated
in breaking down stereotypes about Latinos,
and empowering the Hispanic American com-
munity.

———

TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. HENRY
McGILL, JR.

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to pay tribute today to the extraordinary pastor
of Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church of Marion, South
Carolina. For more than 40 years of dedicated
service and compassionate leadership, Rev-
erend Dr. Henry McGill, Jr. has served his pa-
rishioners and community with great respect
and dignity. He has spent decades reaching
out to those in need of strengthened faith and
fellowship.

Reverend McGill grew up the son of a dea-
con and quickly incorporated strong values
and understanding of others in his everyday
life. His education started in a one-room
schoolhouse in Lake City, South Carolina. He
went on from that meager beginning to
achieve degrees in social studies and divinity
at Morris College in Sumter, South Carolina.
He heard and heeded the call to the ministry
at an early age and focused his life on the
teachings of peace and cooperation among all
people. Reverend McGill's expertise on the-
ology has also earned him positions among
some of the most prestigious public service
boards, as well as university and ministerial
committees. He continues to be a devout ad-
vocate of the church in sharing his thoughts
on fairness and finding the good in every per-
son. Because of his widely-honored achieve-
ments in academia and religious education the
Manhattan School of Theology in New York
awarded him an honorary degree.

A successful businessman, Reverend McGill
owned the funeral home founded by his fa-
ther-in-law, Henry L. Jackson, for many years.
He has since passed the family business,
Jackson & McGill Funeral Home Service, to
the third generation of owners.

| am pleased to join the parishioners of Mt.
Pisgah Baptist Church and so many other
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grateful members of the community in thank-
ing Reverend McGill for always searching to
find what is best for his church, his community
and his state. He continues to respond to the
needs of the less fortunate and putting edu-
cation at the forefront of his message. His
saying, “Everyone is someone special,” em-
bodies his considerate and personal nature.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Reverend
Dr. Henry McGill, Jr. He is special to the peo-
ple of his church and community, and | wish
him good luck and Godspeed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | re-
gret that | was unavoidably detained yester-
day, October 26, 2005, due to a death in my
family. As a result | missed rollcall votes Nos.
539 through 547. Had | been present | would
have No. 541 “no”; rollcall No. 542 “no”; roll-
call No. 543 “no”; rollcall No. 544 “no”; rollcall
No. 545 “no”; rollcall No. 546 “aye”; rollcall
No. 547 “aye.”

————

RECOGNIZING FORMER STATE
REPRESENTATIVE JOE BATTISTO
AS HE RECEIVES THE FIRST
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
FROM THE MONROE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, DEMOCRATS

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to
former Pennsylvania State Representative Joe
Battisto, of Monroe County, on the occasion of
receiving the first annual Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Monroe County Democrats.

Joe Battisto distinguished himself during 18
years of public service in the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives following a career
as public school teacher and chairman of the
language arts department of the Pocono
Mountain School District.

Despite moving to the realm of public serv-
ice, Joe was well known for maintaining his
connection with the youth in his community
and frequently served as mentor for young
people who were behaviorally troubled.

Prior to being elected to the State House of
Representatives, Joe served in the public
arena first as a borough councilman in the
Borough of Mount Pocono, rising to become
the council president. He also served as
mayor of Mount Pocono Borough.

Joe Battisto subsequently was a driving
force in the formation of the Pocono Mountain
Library and in the construction of a municipal
sewage system.

He founded the Monroe County Litter Con-
trol and Beautification Task Force.

During his nearly 2 decades of service in
the State House of Representatives, he
served on the Education and Appropriations
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Committees and rose to become chairman of
the Transportation Committee.

While serving as a State Representative,
Joe launched the reconstruction of the Pocono
Mountains Welcome Center, led the efforts to
build the badly needed Marshalls Creek By-
pass, and ensured the environmental cleanup
of major industrial and disposal sites in Mon-
roe County.

He also obtained funding for an open space
trail system and for highway safety and sig-
nalization projects. He fought to preserve
rights of way for possible future rail service to
major metropolitan destinations.

In addition, he obtained funding for street

lights in downtown  Stroudsburg and
streetscaping work in the Delaware Water
Gap.

Joe Battisto was the first lawmaker to re-
ceive the prestigious East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity’s “Legislative Fellow” award created to es-
tablish a stronger bond between the university
and elected state officials. The award was es-
pecially meaningful to Joe because he grad-
uated from ESU in 1956.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Joe Battisto on this auspicious occasion.
The quality of life in Monroe County, Pennsyl-
vania, has been made far better due to the
achievements of Joe Battisto and others like
him. His integrity and commitment to his com-
munity serve as wonderful examples of what it
means to be a true public servant.

———

DAVIS MOORE—SALUTE TO
HURRICANE VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the Gulf Coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one man,
his office and his donation. Davis Moore, a
dentist in Euless, donated 150 adult tooth-
brushes, 50 children toothbrushes, 150 tubes
of toothpaste and floss for victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Davis
Moore for his donation. It is people like him
that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through his contribution, he not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
he serves as an inspiration to others.

OXI DAY SPEECH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join
the Hellenic-Americans and Philhellenes in my
district and throughout the country in cele-
brating “OXI Day (No Day),” which falls on the
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28th of October. This year marks the 65th an-
niversary of a very important day in Hellenic
history, the day on which brave Greek patriots
said “NO” to fascism, “NO” to injustice, and
“NO” to slavery.

For those individuals who lived through that
momentous period and their descendants,
many of whom live in the 14th Congressional
District of New York, “OXI Day” is more than
a memory: it is the embodiment of Hellenism
and its highest ideals.

On October 28, 1940, a terrifying sound
went up throughout all Greek cities and towns,
the sound of sirens and klaxons announcing
the invasion of Greece by the Nazis. Walls
that before had echoed only with the tolling of
church bells now reverberated with the din of
alarms.

At a time when Europe was descending into
the inferno of another world war, the people of
Greece did not panic. Men went calmly to their
closets and retrieved their military uniforms
and weapons. Women went about their nec-
essary tasks, and the children assisted as
they were able. With level-headed determina-
tion and steadfast resolve, the citizenry of
Greece mobilized against the coming invaders
and delivered their resounding “NO!” to the
Axis aggressors.

On OXI Day, the people of Greece chose
the harder path, the path of resistance. If they
had opened their gates to the invaders, much
bloodshed and many deprivations might have
been avoided. That brave generation of Hel-
lenes, refused to submit to oppression, even
at the cost of their homes, their land, and their
lives. They chose to fight and even to die so
that their children and the children of other na-
tions might live in liberty. Theirs was an act of
self-sacrifice that clearly proclaimed the hu-
manitarian ideals of their Orthodox Christian
faith and their ethnic heritage.

Demonstrating poise under pressure, the
heroes of that period fought against tyranny
and delayed the Axis onslaught in the Balkan
Peninsula. The Greek nation which said “OXI”
contributed to the eventual downfall of the
Fascist powers in Europe.

This year the Hellenic community is cele-
brating another great moment in their history,
having successfully hosted a magnificent and
peaceful Olympics at a time when terrorism
imperils every public gathering. The smallest
nation to ever host the Olympics, Greeks once
again showed that they always rise to the oc-
casion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting the heroes of OXI Day. In their
brave words and deeds we see all of the high-
est virtues of Hellenic heritage: passion for
justice, courage at a time of trial, unity in the
midst of conflict, and willingness to sacrifice
one’s life for the good of others. On this day,
we thank Greece for saying “OXI.”

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO CARY
CRANE

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 27, 2005
Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Cary Crane—the recipient of

the 2005 Bill Emerson Good Samaritan
Award. Mr. Crane and his company, Apple &
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Eve, have for years been generous enough to
provide juice beverage products to the nation’s
less fortunate through Rock and Wrap It Up!
Inc., a nonprofit, nonpartisan hunger relief or-
ganization Bill helped to found.

Mr. Crane has been a true public servant in
supplying nutritious food to those in need. He
is the Cofounder and Executive Vice President
of Apple & Eve, LLC a manufacturer of pre-
mium fruit juices, which donates heavily to
Rock and Wrap It Up! to further their cause.
This is just one area of service and philan-
thropy in Mr. Crane’s life. He is also involved
with many other charitable organizations, such
as the Education Assistance Corporation, the
American Diabetes Association, and Big
Brothers/Big Sisters.

Through his efforts, Mr. Crane is helping to
advance the vision of my husband, Bill Emer-
son, for domestic food aid programs when he
worked to pass the Good Samaritan Food Act,
a law protecting these donations from liability.
Bil's hopes for hunger relief in America were
very high when he worked to make Rock and
Wrap It Up! possible in 1990. Following in his
dream, Mr. Crane is an ideal recipient of the
Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Award.

Rock and Wrap It Up! is a volunteer hunger
relief charity, which has fed over 20 million
since its inception. With over 4,000 volunteers
in 500 cities across America, its dedicated
supporters recover food in schools, colleges,
music concerts, sporting events, and political
and corporate functions. Rock and Wrap It Up!
was adopted by resolution in 2003 by the
United States Conference of Mayors to teach
its successful strategies to cities to fill Amer-
ica’s food pipeline to feed the indigent.

Cary Crane and Apple & Eve are a major
reason the program continues to gain notoriety
and grow. They are proof that our commitment
to feed America’s hungry can always use new
initiative and better ideas. As long as there are
men, women, and children who need the help-
ing hand of other Americans, we are glad that
there are gentlemen like Mr. Crane.

Thank you for your kind service to our na-
tion, Mr. Crane. Congratulations on earning
the 2005 Bill Emerson Good Samaritan
Award. Best of luck to you as you continue
your noble work helping to improve the lives of
the less fortunate in our great nation.

IN MEMORY OF DONALD STATHOS
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this week
we mark the passing of a unique and impor-
tant figure in Oregon politics and civic life.
Donald Stathos was a small-business man,
state legislator, and a creative and vibrant
force in our community. He was best-known
as the father of Oregon’s Bike Bill in 1971
which created an allocation for cycling, long
before the cycling craze hit this country. The
bill was a typical act of foresight on behalf of
an extraordinary man which led to our states
leadership in promoting cycling for all ages.

Mr. Stathos was a creative legislator not
bound by narrow ideology or partisan inter-
ests. When there was a rash of campus and
other violence and bombings during his career
he had the courage to sponsor legislation
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dealing with the control of explosives and as
a result had his office firebombed. Either a
right-wing extremist or a printing error left his
information out of the voting pamphlet in the
state’s most populous county. Had this not of
happened he might well have gone on to a
statewide elected office; however, the man
was not defined by the offices he held but
rather by his beliefs.

Donald Stathos’ zest for life and his friend-
ship will be sorely missed.

HONORING PHYLLIS CIMINELLO
UPON HER NINE YEARS OF VOL-
UNTEERING FOR THE FOSTER
GRANDPARENTS PROGRAM

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exemplary community service of
Phyllis Ciminello, a resident of Chautauqua
County, Village of Fredonia, in recognition of
her nine years of volunteering for the Foster
Grandparent Program.

Ms. Ciminello works every day helping chil-
dren to increase motivation, academic skills,
daily living skills, and positive behaviors. Ms.
Ciminello has served with the FGP since 1996
and is a vocal fan of this program. She is also
involved with the Head Start program, where
she volunteers in a Head Start classroom at
Connections North in Dunkirk.

Ms. Ciminello has donated countless hours
towards improving her community. She is hard
working, and dedicated. Her leadership and
generosity sets an example for us all. That is
why, Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor her today.

—————

FREEDOM FOR JORGE LUIS
GONZALEZ TANQUERO

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Jorge
Luis Gonzalez Tanquero, a political prisoner in
totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Gonzalez Tanquero is a courageous
pro-democracy activist and president of the
Carlos Manuel de Cespedes Independence
Movement. His pro-democracy activities have
helped the world to learn the facts about the
nightmare that is the Castro regime. Unfortu-
nately, those who believe in truth are targeted
by the tyrant’s machinery of repression.

On March 19, 2003, as part of Castro’s con-
demnable crackdown on peaceful pro-democ-
racy activists, Mr. Gonzalez Tanquero was ar-
rested. In a sham trial, he was sentenced to
12 years in the totalitarian gulag.

Mr. Gonzdlez Tanquero is currently lan-
guishing in the abhorrent gulag because of his
belief in liberty for the Cuban people. Accord-
ing to CubaNet, Mr. Gonzalez Tanquero’s
family has been harassed and threatened by
the dictatorship’s thugs. His wife, Marlene
Gonzalez, said that she had been threatened
by the dictatorship’s organized mobs and that
her neighbors have been warned not to let
their children play with her daughter Melisa.
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Mr. Gonzalez Tanquero is an excellent ex-
ample of the heroism of the Cuban people. No
matter how intense the repression, no matter
how horrifically brutal the consequences of a
dignified struggle for liberty, no matter how
often their families are harassed and threat-
ened, the totalitarian gulags are full of men
and women of all backgrounds and ages who
represent the best of the Cuban nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is as inconceivable as it is
unacceptable that, in the 21st Century and
only 90 miles from our shore, brave men and
women are locked in dungeons because they
believe that all people have basic human
rights. It is a profound embarrassment for
mankind that the world stands by in silence
and acquiescence while political prisoners are
systematically tortured because of their belief
in freedom, democracy, human rights and the
rule of law. My Colleagues, we must demand
the immediate and unconditional release of
Jorge Luis Gonzalez Tanquero and every po-
litical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

———

KRISTI CHRISTIANSON—SALUTE
TO HURRICANE VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the states along the Gulf Coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one
woman, her company and her donation. Kiristi
Christianson, from Town Place Suites by Mar-
riott donated a case of shampoo for victims
during hurricane Katrina.

Town Place Suites by Marriott is an ex-
tended stay hotel that takes pride in their
friendly staff and neighborhood feel. Helping
hurricane victims is certainly a good dem-
onstration of the friendly staff.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Kiristi
Christianson for her donation. It is people like
her that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through her contribution, she not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
she serves as an inspiration to others.

———

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE
REFORM ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1461) to reform
the regulation of certain housing-related
Government-sponsored enterprises, and for
other purposes:

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, it is with some reluctance | rise now in
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opposition to H.R. 1461, the Federal Housing
Finance Reform Act. In its amended form, the
legislation no longer puts the best interest of
our Nation at heart, but instead holds a pre-
cious resource hostage for the sake of par-
tisan politics.

The provision restricting non-profit organiza-
tions, and their affiliates, from using their own
funds to engage in non-partisan voter registra-
tion or get-out-the-vote activities if they want
to apply for the much-needed affordable hous-
ing funds is entirely inappropriate. The inapt-
ness is compounded by the fact that the lan-
guage still allows for-profit institutions to en-
gage in voter advocacy, even conducted in a
partisan, biased manner. If the threat of mis-
use of these funds is so apparent as to war-
rant this amendment, why would we only re-
strict charitable organizations and not those
whose fundamental goal is to swell business
profits?

It is extremely apparent that the leadership’s
priorities are backwards. Congress should be
encouraging election activities promoting good
citizenship conducted by unbiased, non-profit
organizations, not restricting the types of aid
these groups are allowed to provide. To add
insult to injury, the new provision imposes a
new burden of requiring these groups to list
housing assistance as their “primary purpose”
if they want to apply for funds. The effect of
this constraint will be to reduce the diversity of
assistance that will be available.

With such a growing need for affordable
housing, and for competent groups capable of
connecting people with the already scarce re-
sources, | cannot imagine why my colleagues
would want to handicap these organizations
from providing assistance to our Nation’s most
vulnerable populations. It is for these reasons
| cannot support this otherwise sound and rea-
sonable measure to improve the regulation of
our Nation’s largest source of mortgages. |
urge my colleagues to vote no on H.R. 1461.

———

IN HONOR OF OFFICER DAVID
PERRY

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Police Officer David Perry for his serv-
ice to our community. Mr. Perry has dedicated
his life to protecting his country as well as his
community, and for that | am grateful.

David Perry heroically served in the United
States Marine Corps from 1983 to 1989. His
service included a meritorious promotion to
Corporal and assignment to the Marine Secu-
rity Guard Detachment in Calcutta, India.
While serving in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, he was
promoted to Sergeant and honorably dis-
charged from active duty on January 6, 1989.
He has maintained Reserve status while serv-
ing as a Patrol Officer in the City of Santa
Cruz. Furthermore, Mr. Perry had dedicated
his time to serving the city as a Field Training
Officer and is a member of the Santa Cruz
Police Department Honor Guard.

Mr. Perry is known for his allegiance to the
enforcement of law, the prevention of crime,
and his deep sense of community. Respect-
fully, David Perry has volunteered to return to
active duty with the United States Marine
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Corps. He will be deployed to Iraq in January
of 2006. Mr. Perry’s voluntary service is truly
appreciated and highly valued.

Mr. Speaker, the service of local members
of the community is an asset to this Nation,
and | applaud Mr. Perry’s contributions. We all
look forward to the safe return of Officer Perry,
and wish him well in his service in Iraq. Mr.
Perry is an outstanding member of the com-
munity, and his dedication is appreciated.

——————

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE
REFORM ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill. (H.R. 1461) to reform
the regulation of certain housing-related
Government-sponsored enterprises, and for
other purposes:

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman, |
supported Chairman OXLEY’S Manager’s
Amendment to H.R. 1461, the Federal Hous-
ing Finance Reform Act of 2005, because it
maintains progress on several key issues
Congress has been working on this session. |
was pleased to see that the managers
amendment gave the victims of Hurricane
Katrina priority in receiving grants from the Af-
fordable Housing Fund for the first two years
after its inception. | continue to urge my col-
leagues to look for ways to ease the burden
of recovery that currently rests on the tax-
payers. | also support the sunset provision of
this amendment so that a future Congress can
revisit this issue and again evaluate the needs
of affordable housing recipients. Finally, |
would like to express my full support for the
ability of non-profit organizations to compete
for the funds created by H.R. 1461.

| agree that there must be full oversight of
the groups receiving grants from the Afford-
able Trust Fund, and that no dollars from the
fund may be used for lobbying, travel, or elec-
tion activities. However, | do have concerns
that some of the language included in the
manager's amendment was overly broad.
Some have argued that the amendment may
prohibit groups like Catholic Charities, Lu-
theran Services in America, and Habitat for
Humanity from receiving Affordable Trust Fund
grants. | would strongly urge House conferees
to revisit and narrow the language included in
this amendment so that these organizations,
along with other well-meaning non-profit
groups, can access the funds and grow their
affordable housing programs.

———

IN HONOR OF FIRE CHIEF KERRY
SHERIDAN

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Fire Chief Kerry Sheridan of the Troy

Fire Protection District in Shorewood, lllinois.
On Saturday, Sheridan will celebrate 45 years
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of service as the Fire Chief with the local vol-
unteer fire protection district:

Since first being elected in 1960 to the Fire
Chief position, Sheridan has seen major
changes from not only the size and scope of
the fire protection district, but also advances in
technology and equipment. In 1960, his equip-
ment consisted of a used 1929 REO
Speedwagon and a dispatch that was a phone
call to the Chief to sound the siren. Now, the
department consists of multiple engines, an
enhanced 911 dispatch center and the protec-
tion district has grown to over 18,000 resi-
dents compared to the 800 residents in 1960.

Within Sheridan’s impressive 45 years of
services, the Chief has provided a classroom
in the Joliet Junior College to teach fire serv-
ices, started one of the first cadet programs in
lllinois and organized an Ambulance service
that recruits and trains new EMT’s every year.
Chief Sheridan is still actively serving on the
Joliet Junior College Fire Science Advisory
Board which he has served on since 1974 and
is very involved with the local government.

The most impressive part of his service as
a volunteer for the fire department is that he
achieved all of these great accomplishments
while being a full time employee with lllinois
Bell Telephone and now AT&T.

With 45 years of dedication to his township
and the safety of its residents, Kerry Sheridan
provides an example to all of what they can
do to better their community. When we hear
young children having aspirations of becoming
firemen when they grow up, we should all
point to the example Kerry Sheridan has set.

A TRIBUTE TO ROGER MILLIKEN

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to a true American pa-
triot who has maintained a reputation as a
protector of American manufacturing—Mr.
Roger Milliken. Roger recently celebrated his
90th birthday and, not to the surprise of many,
continues to faithfully sit at the helm of Milliken
& Company, one of the largest and most suc-
cessful textile and chemical manufacturing
companies in the world.

On the special occasion of his 90th birthday,
| feel it prudent to ensure that my colleagues
in the House are made aware of Roger’s im-
measurable commitment to the protection and
development of our domestic manufacturing
base. Roger has long deflected the entice-
ments of outsourcing and importation, believ-
ing the divestment of American industry in for-
eign markets is not conducive to economic
growth and detrimental to our nation’s produc-
tivity and ingenuity.

Roger’s personal success can be credited to
his entrepreneurial spirit and his strong work
ethic, both professionally and academically.
He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Yale University in 1937 and was named Presi-
dent of Deering Milliken in less than ten years.
Under Roger’s leadership, Deering Milliken of-
ficially became known as Milliken & Company
and gained its status as a nationally recog-
nized textile manufacturer. He served as
President of Miliken & Company until 1988,
when he was named Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, the title which he continues to
hold today.
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Roger maintains an inclusive relationship
with his employees and each Milliken asso-
ciate is encouraged to share their thoughts on
how quality and excellence can be achieved.
As a matter of fact, much of Miliken & Com-
pany’s success can be attributed to its net-
work of faithful employees who tirelessly strive
for nothing less than perfection.

Mr. Speaker, President Ronald Reagan
once said, “My goal is to keep America the
premier job-creating nation on Earth and we
must unleash the full power of entrepreneur-
ship. We can make our land that of the future,
offering unlimited opportunity to all Americans
who dare to live for their dreams.” We are for-
tunate to have individuals like Roger Milliken,
who never relent in their quest to foster and
protect American industry, and believe the in-
dustrial climate envisioned by President
Reagan is achievable.

Roger is recognized as someone who takes
pride in the craftsmanship of the American
workforce and fights for the preservation of
those jobs. In an interview with the Wall Street
Journal in 1995, Roger said, “I'm going to
keep on doing what I'm doing. I'm going to die
in the saddle, fighting for American manufac-
turing supremacy.” While this statement is cer-
tainly indicative of Roger’s tenacity and entre-
preneurial ambition, it more importantly dem-
onstrates the elements of selflessness and
confidence that need to be revived within our
industrial community. Roger’s desire for Amer-
ican manufacturing supremacy is not unreal-
istic and one in which | believe we can
achieve.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Roger Milliken’s contribution
and commitment to American industry and
manufacturing. In celebration of his 90th birth-
day, | wish him many more years of good
health and happiness.

——————

JERRY AND SHIRLEY McCOR-
MICK—SALUTE TO HURRICANE
VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the states along the Gulf Coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one fam-
ily, their company and their donation. Jerry
and Shirley McCormick, from Texas Manhole
Company donated a refrigerator and dinner for
100 volunteers during hurricane Katrina.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Jerry
and Shirley McCormick for their donation. It is
people like them that | am proud to call fellow
Texans. Through their contribution, they not
only stand as a devoted and giving American
citizens, but they serves as an inspiration to
others.
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TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL
BRIAN PARRELLO

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | honor Lance Corporal Brian Parrello, a
heroic young man from my district who died
while bravely serving his country in Irag. | am
proud that this week we will name the United
States Post Office in his hometown of West
Milford, New Jersey after Brian, the very post
office where his father has spent many years
working for the Postal Service.

On January 1 of this year, Lance Cpl. Brian
P. Parrella, 19, of West Milford, N.J. was killed
in Al Anbar Province, Iraq as a result of hostile
fire. Lance Cpl. Parrello was assigned to
Small Craft Company, Headquarters Battalion,
2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. Parrella was at-
tached to a Marine Swift Boat unit that pa-
trolled the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

A resident of West Milford, New Jersey,
Parrello attended West Milford High School
where he was a member of both the football
and hockey teams. Following high school, he
was so deeply affected by the attack on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon that he
proudly enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. His
teachers, coaches and peers have called him
a real leader and a role model, someone who
always gave 150 percent, and a person who
led by example with a big heart.

This loss causes us to reflect on the bravery
demonstrated by our men and women in uni-
form as they carry out their obligations in the
face of danger. When their Nation called them
to duty to preserve freedom and the security
of our neighbors, they answered without hesi-
tation.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to
recognize the life of a proud soldier and heroic
representative of the State of New Jersey.
Lance Cpl. Brian P. Parrella was an honorable
defender of liberty and he deserves our grati-
tude and respect.

| am pleased that we could recognize
Brian’s sacrifice in this manner and | hope that
years from now the citizens of West Milford
can remember the courage and sacrifice of
this brave young man. We will continue to
keep Brian’s family and the families of all our
men and women serving around the world in
our thoughts and prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on vote
No. 535 regarding a Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees on H.R. 2744—the Department of Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act for Fiscal Year 2006—my vote
was recorded in a manner inconsistent with
my intent. Let the RECORD show that my vote
should have been recorded as “nay” not
“vea.”
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REMEMBERING DON F. GILBERT

HON. ALLEN BOYD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous
consent to enter into the RECORD my com-
ments on the life of a great Floridian from my
district who passed away recently.

Born on December 26, 1930, in Peekskill,
New York, Don F. Gilbert gave tirelessly of
himself to his family and community. A veteran
of the Korean Conflict, Don served in the
United States Marine Corps from 1951-1952.

Following his tour in the Corps, Don at-
tended Texas Western College, now the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso. During that time,
he worked for the FBI and later began a ca-
reer in court reporting.

Throughout his professional career, Don
had many interests and was active in the Ma-
sonic Order, Job’s Daughters and the Inter-
national Order of the Rainbow for Girls. After
his service in Korea, Don joined the Coast
Guard Auxiliary, where he helped organize
Flotilla 12 and served as its commander.

Don passed away at his home in Tallahas-
see, Florida, on August 28, 2005, and is sur-
vived by his children and wife, Gwen, whom
he shared 49 years of marriage.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Ms. Rosa Parks who died on
October 24, 2005 at the age of 92.

In 1955, Rosa Parks was a seamstress,
housekeeper and volunteer at the local
NAACP chapter in Montgomery, Alabama.
One winter evening, the 42-year-old was riding
a city bus home after a long day of work.
Rather than give up her seat to a white per-
son, she chose to be arrested, setting off a
381-day boycott of the bus system organized
by a young Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Her
simple act of defiance was an important cata-
lyst in the Civil Rights Movement. She was ar-
rested and later found guilty by a local court
of violating segregation, but her case eventu-
ally went to the U.S. Supreme Court which
overturned the Jim Crow-era laws.

Many civil rights pioneers would fight
against injustice, helping advance genuine
equality among citizens. Yet Rosa Parks was
unique; a true American icon who embodied
the notion that one person can make a dif-
ference, that a snowball can turn into an ava-
lanche. She was the anonymous victim of dis-
crimination whose fame quickly spread; a
woman of profound inner-strength and deep
conviction who selflessly volunteered herself
for the greater cause of liberty. Her bravery
galvanized thousands to use non-violent
means to move Congress to pass landmark
civil rights and voting rights legislation.

Two years ago, | joined a civil rights pilgrim-
age to Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham,
Alabama. Led by Representative JOHN LEWIS
and the Faith in Politics Institute, the pilgrim-
age took Members of the House and Senate
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to the sites of many of the civil rights struggles
of the 1950s and 1960s. It was an unforget-
table experience. All of the Members of Con-
gress felt as | did, how lucky we were to visit
these sites: the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the
Dexter Avenue King Memorial Church, the
16th Street Baptist Church, the Civil Rights In-
stitute and the Rosa Parks Museum, with
some of the activists who led the movement.
To see these places through their eyes, to
hear them describe what it was like when the
very church we were sitting in was under
siege by an angry mob of segregationists, to
witness tears come down their cheeks as they
thought of where they had been and where we
were standing.

As we reflected on the moving events of the
pilgrimage, the Members of Congress—many
like me, too young to remember well the civil
rights movement—kept asking ourselves two
questions: What would | have done? Would |
have been an activist, or, like so many Ameri-
cans, simply indifferent? And what about
today? What is the contemporary relevance of
the civil rights movement?

The more we pondered what we would have
done, black or white, had we been born into
1960’s Alabama, and the more we asked our-
selves about what we could do to advance the
civil rights movement today, the more | began
to realize that the two questions were really
interconnected.

The best window into what we would have
done, the best insight into what might have
been, can be gleaned from what we do in the
future. While America today provides all of its
citizens with more opportunities and better
protects those most vulnerable, too many still
face vestiges of bigotry. We can look to the
Civil Rights Movement to inspire us to build a
greater and more just society, but we must
learn from the example set by Rosa Parks that
each of us must take an affirmative step to en-
sure that our country remains faithful to the
ideals of its founding. If we dedicate ourselves
to the cause of racial justice, arm ourselves
with an appreciation of history, and commit
ourselves to the provision of equal opportunity
to all, we will stand on the frontier of the new
civil rights movement. And that would be the
most fitting pilgrimage of all.

———————

THE DEATH OF RICHARD PENN
KEMBLE

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, all too seldom we
are blessed with a person of extraordinary tal-
ent, vision and blinding commitment to social
justice who devotes his entire life—selflessly
and completely—to the public interest, and to
spreading the values of his nation all across
the planet. Penn Kemble, who died October
15th after a fierce year long struggle with brain
cancer, was that rare kind of American.

Penn devoted his life to ideas. He fought
with passion for what he believed, and he
sometimes fought alone. He was a college so-
cialist who battled against the Stalinists who
led the Soviet Union; a hardliner on defense
and foreign policy issues who came to be-
come a leader in the fight to negotiate an end
to the war in Vietnam. He was a Scoop Jack-
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son Democrat, a Hubert Humphrey Democrat,
a Bill Clinton Democrat—always a Democrat
working within our Party to make it more com-
mitted to social and economic justice and
more committed to a strong and realistic na-
tional security policy. Some talked change—
Penn caused it: a civil rights leader who put
his life on the line fighting for racial equality,
but confident enough in himself and his values
to lead the fight against racial quotas; an inter-
nationalist who was not afraid to confront and
challenge what he perceived to be dangerous
isolationism within his Party. Through the dif-
ficult decades of the 1970s and 1980s, some
chose to cut and run when they did not have
their way. Penn Kemble chose to stay and
fight. No one fought harder and with more
conviction.

And nothing exemplified his commitment to
values, to ideas and to the strength of the
American experience more than his work as
Deputy Director and Acting Director of the
United States Information Agency, where he
created and executed the brilliant and unique
international CIVITAS program to promote civil
society and civic education around the world.
Like so many things that Penn developed, he
created CIVITAS to break out of the worn
mold of traditional West-to-East assistance in
democracy building by replacing it with an in-
novative participatory network to develop civil
society and free markets in emerging democ-
racies through civic education and grass roots
civic participation. CIVITAS was thinking “out-
side the box.” It was, in the words of one of
its Russian participants, “a unique possibility
to see the full context of what we can do to
support democracy, in concrete terms, now
and in the future.” CIVITAS is an international
dialogue, not a monologue by the U.S.

Penn’s vision can best be summarized in
his own words. In Prague, in 1995, Penn
Kemble said that “today there is an emerging
recognition that what we usually think of as
the civic realm and the economic realm are
interlinked, and that when one is strong the
other is generally strong, and that when one is
weak or broken the other is in danger, too
. . . One thing we surely have neglected is
education. Education is the principal means
for transmitting and strengthening the values
and understandings—the subjective element,
the culture—on which the institutions of all so-
cieties rest. Perhaps democratic society more
than any other depends on the quality of its
education.”

At USIA Penn Kemble saw that our embas-
sies and public diplomacy posts abroad would
work with local NGOs to foster civic education
as a transformative element to grow democ-
racy from the grass roots. He understood that
a truly international movement for civic edu-
cation could take an issue and give it life, a
place on the international agenda of the com-
munity of democratic nations—whether it was
human rights, sensible environment polices, or
equal protection, treatment and opportunity for
women in modern society. He internationalized
national issues. He was nobly committed to
the globalization of social democracy.

Participants in the most recent gathering of
the CIVITAS consortium in Amman, Jordan in
June 2005, were struck with the realization
that the group that Penn Kemble first con-
vened in Prague 10 years before was still at
it, plugging away in the trenches to build sup-
port for teaching democracy in schools and
building a culture of democracy from the bot-
tom up.
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Robert F. Kennedy once said that “the fu-
ture does not belong to those who are content
with today, apathetic toward common prob-
lems and their fellow man alike, timid and
fearful in the face of new ideas and bold
projects. Rather it will belong to those who
can blend vision, reason and courage in a per-
sonal commitment to the ideals and great en-
terprises of American Society.”

That future—the future of the universal
dream of social justice that should be the
dream of all people everywhere—belongs to
Penn Kemble. The very definition of CIVITAS
is Penn’s legacy: “the concepts and values of
citizenship that impart shared responsibility,
common purpose and a sense of community
among citizens.” He will be missed, but the
power of his ideas makes him immortal. Time,
justice and the forces of history are on Penn’s
side.

AMERICAN INGENUITY AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my col-
leagues Representative BEN CARDIN of the
Third Congressional District of Maryland and
Representative STENY HOYER of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of Maryland today to bring
to our colleagues’ attention an excellent article
that appeared in the Inside Annapolis Maga-
zine this month about a family business in
Galesville, MD. The business, Smith Brothers,
Inc., is an excellent example of American in-
genuity and entrepreneurship. We are proud
to know Kenneth Smith and his son Jeff Smith
and would like to congratulate them on the re-
cent acknowledgement of their value to the
community. America needs more people like
the Smiths, who have a can-do attitude and
are willing to work hard to excel. We have at-
tached a copy of the article, which explains
some of the history of the company and family
and how their attitude has helped them in
business and life.

SMITH BROTHERS: BUILDING ON A FIRM
FOUNDATION
(By Kathy Bergren Smith)

When the makers of the upcoming roman-
tic comedy starring Matthew
MacConaughney and Sarah Jessica Parker
came to Maryland scouting locations and re-
sources, one of their first stops was in the
quiet village of Galesville; just south of An-
napolis. The film includes multiple scenes of
frolicking dolphins and the marine coordina-
tors needed a way to transport the radio-con-
trolled ‘‘stand-ins’’ as well as millions of dol-
lars worth of camera and sound equipment
around the Bay. They found what they were
looking for at Smith Brothers, an eighty-
seven-year-old family business that provides
tugboat and barge services for customers as
diverse as Paramount Pictures, the Lincoln
Tunnel and the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power
Plant. The company’s extensive fleet of char-
ter equipment is the largest between Balti-
more and Norfolk. Marine contractors rent
Smith Brothers equipment to build piers and
bulkheads, dredge channels and shoot off
fireworks. The story of how Smith Brothers
became the ‘‘one stop shop”’ for tugs, barges,
cranes, anchors and chains goes back . . .
way back . . . and is best told by the com-
pany’s president, Kenneth Smith, the last of
the Smith Brothers.
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“Our family had been here in Galesville for
several generations when my older brothers
began the business in 1918,” says Smith. In-
deed, an occupancy notice dated 1952 is
tacked to the bulletin board in the office on
Tenthouse Creek, notes that the premises
has been legal since 1862. Back then, the
Smiths, like most of their neighbors in
southern Anne Arundel County, were oyster-
men. But they were also entrepreneurs, oper-
ating a lime kiln which reduced the oyster
shells into fertilizer for other major industry
of the area, farming. In 1916, the eldest of the
seven Smith Brothers, J. Edward ‘“Eddy’’ and
Nelson began to freight oysters by truck to
Washington’s dandies.

“Eddy and Nelson made a great team,’’ re-
calls the much younger Kenneth, who is now
ninety. He and his older sister Agnes, are the
only siblings of the original nine that re-
main. Agnes, a former post-mistress in
Galesville, at 101 still serves as a social and
historical center for the community. Ken-
neth comes to work each day and remains
active in the business.

“After World War I, when Eddy came
home, he and Nelson and Captain Oscar
Hartge began to build docks around the
river, that is how they got started,” says
Kenneth Smith. As the city dwellers from
Washington began to take drives in their
new automobiles, the face of bay country
began to change. Boarding houses and mari-
nas were built to accommodate the new tour-
ist trade and summer homes with docks
sprang up along the West River. Pile driving
overtook oystering as the Smiths’ primary
occupation. Captain Oscar Hartge, a member
of a family whose name is synonymous with
yvachting on the Bay, sold his portion of the
business to his friends, the Smiths, for $1 to
take a position as captain aboard a private
yvacht. Ultimately, six of the seven brothers
and one close friend, Robert Leatherbury, be-
came Smith Brothers, Inc. The brothers were
very hard-working and quickly built a rep-
utation as high quality contractors.
Throughout the 20’s and 30’s taking meager
salaries and putting every spare cent into
the business, the brothers grew the company.
World War II took Kenneth and many of the
workers overseas, but when they returned,
the business began to thrive. Crews worked
on the land as well as the water, building
bridges for the Baltimore Beltway (695), the
West Virginia Turnpike and up and down the
Eastern Shore.

Many Annapolis waterfront landmarks
were built on the firm foundation of Smith
Brothers. A railway at Trumpy’s was in-
stalled by Carroll Smith who forged a long-
lasting relationship with the fabled boat
builder. On the city dock, pilings under the
Marriott were driven by Carroll’s crew
alongside other larger contractors.
Bulkheading was built near what is now
Fawcett’s by the brothers. Kenneth remem-
bers the unusual payment scheme developed
for that project.

“That land was owned by Bert Spriggs (a
car dealer) and when we finished up the bulk-
head, one of my brothers said to him, ‘““Say,
how about instead of paying us with a check
we just pick out some new cars?”’ and darned
if he didn’t go along with that,” says Ken-
neth chuckling at the thought. “Who would
go along with that today?”’

Today, there is a quiet dignity- to Kenneth
Smith as he recalls the old times. He is a
man who has spent well over half a century
both as a crack crane operator and a re-
spected businessman. Kenneth bought out
his brothers one by one and today he and his
son, Jeff, have moved the company in a new
direction.

“Competition for the type of bridge build-
ing and pile driving we always did got very
stiff in the late 80’s,” says Jeff Smith. He
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and his father made the tough decision to
stop bidding and let the crews go. “We had
no alternative at the time,”” he says.

There were also creative ways of dealing
with overdue bills that would not fly today
. . . like the time that the owner of a large
vacation home in south county balked at
paying for a pier built by Nelson and his
crew. Before taking the rig back to
Galesville, Nelson confronted the owner
about payment. When the owner refused to
pay, Nelson gave the signal to the crane op-
erator to crank up the pile driver. He then
positioned the crane to begin tearing out the
pier. Kenneth cannot control his laughter as
he recalls the man ‘‘running down the pier
waving a check!”’

Instead of doing the contracting them-
selves, Kenneth and Jeff began to rent equip-
ment to other contractors. Their six-acre
construction yard in Galesville has gradually
become a ‘‘rent it’’ center for those engaged
in heavy construction. Jeff and his father
have built an inventory of barges and tug-
boats and cranes, plus the intangible asset of
Kenneth’s vast experience.

The tug and barge fleet has grown in size
and scope and the Smith Brothers’ red and
white colors can be found from New York to
Florida. Around the Bay, the newest addi-
tion to the fleet is the Megalodon, a 50" tug-
boat named for the prehistoric shark that
roamed the local waters. Megalodon was the
product of the latest Galesville collaboration
between the Smiths and Hartges. Capt. Oscar
Hartge’s grandson, Preston, is the operations
manager at Smith Brothers. When the com-
pany decided it was time to build a new tug,
Preston took the project on with vigor.

“It has come full circle here, our families
have both been part of the maritime history
of this county and Jeff and I are both com-
mitted to continuing our legacy,” says
Hartge.

Kenneth is moving into a supporting role
at the yard, and he too is pleased to see the
company continuing to thrive.

“You know, very few family businesses
survive, all too often the hard work of one
generation is squandered on young people,
but the Smith Brothers philosophy has al-
ways been to work hard and not to ask any-
one to do something you would not be will-
ing to yourself. I see that same quality today
here at the yard when Jeff and Preston are
out there together arguing, it reminds me of
the old days when the brothers would cuss
and fuss and then go out and have dinner to-
gether.”

——————

REMEMBERING ROSA PARKS

SPEECH OF

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, when Mrs.
Rosa Parks, “mother of the civil rights move-
ment” died last Monday at the age of 92, she
left America an inspiring legacy—a vision that
can transform this country if we have the wis-
dom and courage to grasp it as our own.

December 1 will mark the 50th anniversary
of that bus ride in Montgomery when Rosa
Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
man, as then required by the laws of segrega-
tion.

“| felt that | had a right to be treated as any
other passenger,” Mrs. Parks recalled in 1992.
“We had endured that kind of treatment too
long.”
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Rosa Parks was jailed and fined for defying
the Jim Crow laws—a principled act of human
dignity and determination that sounded an
alarm that carried far beyond her home of
Montgomery, Alabama.

Rosa Parks’ action was the genesis of the
Civil Rights Movement. Without Rosa Parks’
heroic act of principle, there would have been
no Montgomery bus boycott in 1955. A min-
ister named the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., may not have been thrust upon the na-
tional stage.

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Parks, one woman—one
demure, diminutive and determined woman al-
tered American history. It is important that we
all remember that one person can make a dif-
ference during the difficult and dangerous
times that we now must face and overcome.

President Clinton affirmed the truth of this
proposition when he presented Rosa Parks
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in
1996. The Congress concurred in 1999, when
| was proud to join my colleagues in awarding
her the Congressional Gold Medal—America’s
highest civilian honor.

Mr. Speaker, these honors were well-de-
served. Yet, a desire for public acclaim was
not the foremost objective in Rosa Parks’
mind.

“I am leaving this legacy to all of you,” she
declared during a 1988 celebration in her
honor, “. . . to bring peace, justice, equality,
love and a fulfillment of what our lives should
be.”

“Without vision, the people will perish,” she
continued, quoting Scripture, “and without
courage and inspiration, dreams will die—the
dreams of freedom and peace. “

Rosa Parks was pleading with us to stand
up for what is right when we are faced with
the challenges to our shared humanity that, all
too often, confront us in our daily lives.

To win these struggles, it is readily apparent
that we first must address the issue of the
continuing disparities that plague our national
progress.

Consider the findings of the National Urban
League’s “State of Black America for 2005,”
the annual report that so graphically contrasts
the health, education and general welfare of
African Americans in relationship to the major-
ity Caucasian population of this country.

Fifty years after Rosa Parks boarded that
Montgomery bus, African Americans still are
twice as likely to die before our time—reflect-
ing the unequal treatment that African Ameri-
cans receive from this nation’s disparate sys-
tem of health care.

African American unemployment rates re-
main twice those of White Americans. Our av-
erage net worth is ten times less, and our rate
of home ownership (a critical component of
wealth creation in this country) still lags far be-
hind.

Inexperienced teachers are twice as likely to
be teaching our children in minority schools.

We need not belabor the connection be-
tween these harsh facts of everyday life for
Americans of color and the reality that our vot-
ing rights continue to be disproportionately at-
tacked and denied.

For any nation that proclaims “liberty and
justice for all,” there is something fundamen-
tally wrong with these pictures.

Mr. Speaker, if we are to advance Rosa
Parks’ vision of justice, equality and oppor-
tunity, we must remain vigilant in creating a
color-blind level playing field for all Americans.
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That would be America’s way of keeping alive
the legacy of the great Rosa Lee Parks.

| thank my friend and Mrs. Parks’ friend,
Rep. JOHN CONYERS, for leading this effort to
honor this exceptional American heroine. | ex-
tend my sincerest condolences to her family
and loved ones.

————

REGISTERING OPPOSITION TO H.R.
1461

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to register my opposition
to H.R. 1461. Yesterday, while rushing be-
tween two Committee markups | inadvertently
voted in favor of H.R. 1461. | intended to vote
against it.

While | supported the underlying premise of
the bill, its aims of helping new homebuyers
were hijacked by right-wing extremists who in-
serted language into the bill that will restrict
non-profit organizations that apply for Federal
housing grants from engaging in nonpartisan
voter registration. That provision is undemo-
cratic and completely misplaced.

| would like to associate myself with the re-
marks of Rep. BARNEY FRANK of Massachu-
setts. As the senior Democrat on the House
Financial Services Committee, he was origi-
nally a supporter of the bill. But, like me, he
could not look the other way and support one
aspect of the bill while ignoring other noxious
provisions that are unjustified.

Rep. FRANK said yesterday that, “The re-
strictive language being put forward, which
would say no faith-based group could partici-
pate, has never been debated in this com-
mittee. . . It was brought up in a private ses-
sion between the Republican Study Com-
mittee and the then-majority leader [DELAY].
That is not an appropriate forum to be the only
place where we discuss things.”

| regret the error that has occurred but wish
the RECORD to clearly reflect my views on this
bill. If given the opportunity again, | would vote
to defeat H.R. 1461 in its present form.

CONDEMNING THE INTOLERANT
AND INAPPROPRIATE STATE-
MENT BY IRANIAN PRESIDENT
MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to condemn the venomous words
spewed by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad towards one of America’s closest
allies and a true companion in the War on
Terrorism, Israel.

Yesterday’s  statement by  President
Ahmadinejad confirms his country’s station
among the most radical and dangerous in the
world. It is the sort of hate espoused by Mr.
Ahmadinejad, cheered unwittingly by a crowd
of impressionable children, that breeds new
terrorists among Islamic youth. Israel has
been a unwavering companion of the United
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States. America must stand behind them as
they face such invective, and we must remain
as steadfastly committed to Israel's defense
and independence.

As the process moves forward to promote
peace between Israel and their Arab neigh-
bors, this declaration by the Iranian leader po-
tentially takes us two steps backwards.

| call on any citizen of Iran who is peaceful
and freedom loving, to reject the sentiments of
their close-minded and hateful leader.

| urge the State of Israel to trust that when
the rhetorical smoke of their enemies clears,
the United States will, as always, be standing
strong as a proud ally.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. WAYNE
GILES

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today in recognition of the achievements of Dr.
Wayne Giles, Chancellor Emeritus of the Met-
ropolitan Community Colleges (MCC) in the
Greater Kansas City area. Dr. Giles retired as
Chancellor on June 30, 2005 after 22 years of
distinguished service to MCC and our commu-
nity. He served as Vice-Chancellor for Edu-
cational Services for the first ten years and the
past twelve as Chancellor. He has been a tire-
less advocate for urban education and has im-
plemented programs that have brought na-
tional recognition to the Community College
system. For this reason and many more, | rise
today to honor and celebrate his achieve-
ments.

Wayne Giles’ tenure with the Metropolitan
Community Colleges has been fruitful for the
bi-state area, the State of Missouri, and our
entire Nation. Dr. Giles has overseen the es-
tablishment of two new campuses during his
tenure, bringing the total to five community
colleges in a system that serves approximately
43,000 students each year. The Longview
campus was the first community college in the
United States to be recognized as a College
of the Year by Time Magazine and the Prince-
ton Review. The Business and Technology
College is the first community college in the
country to earn 1ISO 9002 certification, which
places it within a select group of companies
and organizations worldwide that have
achieved this quality standard.

Dr. Giles has brought many innovative en-
hancements to MCC, most recently with the
development of writing intensive and diversity
courses as part of the general education
learning requirements. To best serve MCC’s
increasingly diverse population, he initiated a
faculty internship program, which will be fea-
tured at this year's American Association of
Community Colleges national conference. This
program has significantly increased the num-
ber of MCC faculty of color in the last two
years.

Wayne Giles has served on numerous com-
mittees, including: Member of the Presidents
Advisory Council, NCATC from 2000 to
present—a national network of resources that
advocates and promotes the use of tech-
nology that enhances economic and workforce
development programs and services; Member
from 1993 to present, and President in 1994

October 27, 2005

of RC—2000—a national organization of presi-
dents and chancellors of urban community col-
leges; Member of the Missouri Training and
Employment Council from 2001 to present;
Member from 2001 to present of the Coordi-
nating Board for Higher Education Resource
Group for Postsecondary Technical Education;
and as a Member of the Missouri Coordinating
Board for Higher Education Advisory Com-
mittee from 1990 to present, serving as Chair
in 1998.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
our heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Wayne Giles, not
only for his unwavering effort to educate youth
and adults in the Greater Kansas City area,
but also for his courage in bringing about di-
versity in education and providing a vehicle for
workforce training to our citizens. | urge my
colleagues to please join me, in congratulating
Wayne on his retirement as Chancellor of the
Metropolitan Community Colleges, and in cele-
brating his invaluable contributions and sac-
rifices to provide educational and employment
opportunities to constituents of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of Missouri and throughout
our region.

———————

TRIBUTE TO AMBASSADOR
TERRENCE R. TODMAN

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to a distinguished Virgin Islander
and American, Ambassador Terrence R.
Todman, on the occasion of his being honored
by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
today. Ambassador Todman, one of the U.S.
Virgin Islands best-known international figures
was chosen for two years by the Organization
of American States to represent the OAS their
efforts to promote dialogue among political
and social elements in Haiti as a prelude to
the holding of elections there later this year.

Ambassador Todman was born on St.
Thomas on March 13, 1926. He was raised,
along with his thirteen brothers and sisters, by
his mother Rachel Callwood. He retired from
the U.S. Senior Foreign Service in 1993 with
the title of Career Ambassador. In 41 years of
diplomatic service, his postings included serv-
ice as Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-
American Affairs and as U.S. Ambassador to
Argentina, Denmark, Spain, Costa Rica, Guin-
ea and the Republic of Chad.

He serves on the board of directors of sev-
eral organizations including the National En-
dowment for Democracy, a private not-for-
profit entity created in 1983 to strengthen
democratic institutions around the world
through non-governmental efforts. He is a
former trustee of the University of the Virgin
Islands.

He is the recipient of numerous awards, in-
cluding the Presidential Distinguished Service
and Meritorious Service Awards, the National
Public Service Award and the State Depart-
ment’s Superior Service Honor Award. He has
also been decorated by the governments of
Denmark, Spain, Chad, and the Virgin Islands.

Ambassador Todman is a graduate of Inter-
American University in Puerto Rico and of Syr-
acuse University. He was been awarded sev-
eral honorary doctoral degrees. Before joining
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the Department of State, he served in the U.S.
Army as a commissioned officer in post-war
Japan. He has been inducted into the Hall of
Fame of the U.S. Infantry School at Fort
Benning, Georgia. On behalf of the people of
the Virgin Islands who | am privileged to
present, | extend heartfelt congratulations to
Ambassador and Mrs. Todman.

ON THE PASSING OF DR. JOHN
LONG
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great sorrow to mourn the loss of one of
Pasco County’s finest citizens and public serv-
ants, Dr. John Long. While on a hunting trip
with his wife Marsha in Montana, John unex-
pectedly passed away from an apparent heart
attack on October 26. He was 59 years old.

Born in Wauchula, Florida, John dedicated
his life to serving the residents of Pasco
County and improving the quality of education
that its students received. His passion and
reputation would lead him to serve as a state
representative and eventually to be appointed
as the County’s Superintendent of Schools, a
position he held until his retirement last year.

John’s career in public service began shortly
after he completed his masters degree and
doctorate in education at the University of
South Florida. John seized the opportunity to
work for the Pasco County School District and
during heightened tension in the District in
1976, he was hired as the County’s Director of
Personnel. Known as a problem-solver, John
quickly garnered respect and trust from the
teacher's union and ironed out their labor
grievances. His ability to compromise and find
the middle ground would follow him throughout
his career.

In 1986, John ran successfully for a seat in
the Florida House of Representatives. He
quickly rose to prominence within the Demo-
cratic Party and was poised to become the
Speaker of the Florida House. However, an-
other institution took precedence: his family.
John retired from state politics to spend more
time at home with Marsha and his two daugh-
ters, Jennifer and Jessica. Soon after stepping
down, the late Governor Lawton Chiles ap-
pointed John as Pasco County Schools Super-
intendent in 1995.

After winning a second term in 2000, John
was named Florida’s Superintendent of the
Year by the Florida Association of District
School Superintendents, a distinction he great-
ly cherished. John also facilitated the enact-
ment of the Penny for Pasco program in
March 2004, which he considered one of his
proudest accomplishments.

Mr. Speaker, too often in this extremely par-
tisan business, we lose sight of the things that
really matter. John looked past party politics.
He placed his family ahead of his promising
political career. He was a breath of fresh air
in an occupation that can suffocate integrity. |
am truly saddened by the loss of John, and
my thoughts and prayers are with the Long
family. May God bless them as they remem-
ber this great man.
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ON THE LOSS OF AMERICAN LIVES
IN IRAQ

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, this week, the
U.S. Department of Defense acknowledged
that the number of U.S. military deaths in Iraq
has reached 2,000. Sadly, Californians rep-
resented the majority of these deaths, with
215 falling victim in the conflict. |, along with
all other Americans, mourn the loss of these
brave American patriots and insist that we all
continue to support those courageous men
and women who bear the burden of this mili-
tary action in Iraqg.

As we pause to remember the 2,000 patri-
ots who gave their lives and console the fami-
lies they left behind, we must demand that the
remainder of our troops begin their journey
home. This unfounded war began with the
false belief that Irag was in possession of
weapons of mass destruction and has contin-
ued under a shortsighted and flawed military
strategy. While the Administration chooses to
“stay the course” and insists that there is sig-
nificant progress in Iraq, the insurgency con-
tinues unabated and too many of our soldiers
are returning to their families as only a mem-
ory. Others return with emotional and physical
wounds that may never heal.

Let this week’s grim milestone not slip away
without a renewed demand that the President
provide to the American public, as well as the
U.S. soldiers in Iraq, a clear strategy for suc-
cess. Only through the creation of a coherent
and realistic plan can this Administration begin
to stem the loss of American life.

———

INTRODUCING THE “ELIMINATION
OF BARRIERS FOR KATRINA VIC-
TIMS ACT”

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to join my colleagues, Congressman
CONYERS of MI, Congressman RANGEL of NY,
Congressman THOMPSON of MS, Congress-
man JEFFERSON of LA, Congressman FRANK
of MA, Congresswoman JACKSON-LEE of TX,
Congressman PAUL of TX, Congresswoman
JOHNSON of TX, Congresswoman LEE of CA,
Congressman HASTINGS of FL and Congress-
man AL GREEN of TX in introducing the “Elimi-
nation of Barriers for Katrina Victims Act”. We
are pleased to be joined by a coalition of al-
most 100 national, state and local organiza-
tions who have expressed their support for the
legislation, such as the American Academy of
Addiction Psychiatry, American College of
Mental Health Administration, Drug Policy Alli-
ance Network, League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens (LULAC), NAACP, NAADAC—
The Association for Addiction Professionals,
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug De-
pendence, and the National Urban League,
and the list is growing as word of the legisla-
tion gets out.

Millions of Americans were displaced from
their homes due to Hurricane Katrina and Hur-
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ricane Rita and hundreds of thousands have
not been able to return and may never be able
to do so. Having lost their homes, their com-
munities, their jobs and other support systems,
most have required emergency food, clothing,
shelter, medical, or monetary assistance. Ac-
cording to FEMA reports, an estimated 2.1
million Americans have already applied for
federal aid. Unfortunately, many of these indi-
viduals and their families are in desperate
need, but, due to a prior drug conviction, will
not be able to receive certain federal assist-
ance available to other victims in need. While
it is impossible to know for sure how many
families will be denied public assistance be-
cause of drug convictions, it is likely in the
tens of thousands.

More than 1.5 million Americans are ar-
rested for drug offenses every year. Several
federal laws disqualify those with felony con-
victions to receive certain federal benefits. A
recent GAO report commissioned by myself
and Congressman RuUsH of IL reveals that
these disqualifications are having a huge im-
pact on receipt of federal benefits for which
those with prior drug convictions would other-
wise receive. For example, an estimated
41,000 students were denied college assist-
ance during the 2003/2004 academic year be-
cause of drug conviction.

While the GAO was only able to collect data
from 15 public housing agencies, out of more
than 3,000, those 15 agencies denied housing
to almost 1,500 families because of past drug
violations in 2003 alone. That indicates that
there are thousands of families and tens of
thousands of individuals unable to receive
housing benefits because a family member
has a drug convictions.

The drug conviction ban on eligibility for fed-
eral benefits also applies to Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families, or the TANF pro-
gram. TANF eligibility applies to families with
minor children. One study reflected that almost
25 percent of drug offenders released from
prison in 2001 were eligible for TANF benefits,
but were permanently barred from receiving it
due to their state’s application of the federal
ban for a drug conviction. While some states
do not apply the federal ban completely, other
states, such as Alabama, Mississippi, Texas
and Virginia, where many of the displaced
families are staying, have fully applied the
ban.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have inflicted
suffering on millions of people. The suffering
will fall even harder on victims denied aid be-
cause of past drug offenses. Parents who
have lost everything and are struggling to feed
themselves and their family will be denied
TANF and food stamps; students who have
lost their school, tuition, fees, room and board,
but could continue their education in another
school willing to accept them, or who were in
school elsewhere when their parents lost the
ability to continue paying for their education,
will be denied student loans; and entire fami-
lies that have lost everything in the disasters
will be denied housing—all due to the federal
bans for a past drug conviction.

The “Elimination of Barriers for Katrina Vic-
tims Act” applies only to past drug offenses,
some of which were many years ago, and
suspends the disqualification for only a 3-year
period. This temporary adjustment period in
federal disqualifications would allow families
affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita a
chance to put their lives back together through
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the same means as other victims who sud-
denly lost their homes and livelihood through
no fault of their own. Therefore, we are intro-
ducing this bill today and urge our colleagues
to quickly enact it into law to assist families
who are otherwise hopelessly destitute be-
cause of the disasters and the impact of a
drug conviction.

———

HONORING DOROTHY MARION
PETE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Dorothy Marion Pete
of Oakland, California. Dorothy was a beloved
mother, wife, grandmother, great-grandmother,
sister, friend, and leader in our community.
She passed away on October 10, 2005 at her
home in Oakland at the age of 91.

A longtime East Bay Area resident, Dorothy
was known throughout her life for her devotion
to her family, her church, and her community.
She was born in Berkeley, California on Feb-
ruary 28, 1914 as the ninth of thirteen children
to Virginia (Jennie) Parker and Thomas Reid,
Sr. After graduating from Berkeley High
School, she worked as the office secretary at
the then segregated West Oakland Linden
Street Branch of the YWCA. She later inte-
grated the downtown Oakland YWCA, serving
first as a stenographer before becoming the
administrative assistant to Executive Director
Helen Grant.

In addition to the changes she affected at
the local YWCA, Dorothy had an immense im-
pact on the local faith community by inte-
grating the staff of the Lakeshore Avenue
Baptist Church in Oakland. An active member,
Dorothy also taught Sunday school and
served as president of the American Baptist
Women’s Group.

Dorothy’s bright and giving spirit shaped her
actions not only in the context of these institu-
tions, but in every aspect of her life. She was
known by all for her boundless generosity to-
ward those who were close to her and also to-
ward those she was meeting for the first time.
Dorothy was especially committed to providing
aid and comfort to those in need, initiating
many food drives at her church and giving
away blankets, quilts and dolls that she cre-
ated by hand or with her sewing machine.

A bright light to many, Dorothy’s role was
especially profound in the lives of her loved
ones. She was happily married for many years
to her husband Herman Rideau Pete, who
hailed originally from Crowley, Louisiana but
spent most of his life in the Bay Area. Though
sadly Herman preceded her in death, he and
Dorothy spent many happy years together and
raised three sons, Gregory, Dennis, and Geof-
frey, who is a business owner and community
activist in Oakland. Her guidance and uncondi-
tional support has given them the strength
they have needed to confront and conquer
life’s challenges, and will continue to sustain
them as they, along with their families, con-
tinue to celebrate her life in the years to come.

Dorothy’s family and friends have come to-
gether during this time to honor, remember
and cherish not only her life, but the way that
she touched the lives of so many others. On
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behalf of the California’s 9th U.S. Congres-
sional District, | am proud to add my voice to
the countless others who have united in
thanks, appreciation, and joy to remember this
very special woman and wonderful friend, Mrs.
Dorothy Marion Pete.

CONDEMNING COMMENTS BY
IRAN’S PRESIDENT

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the new
president of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, told
4,000 hardline students in Tehran that “Israel
must be wiped off the map.” Mr.
Ahmadinejad’s address was the highlight, if
you want to call it that, of a forum called “The
World Without Zionism,” that also saw chants
of “Death to America” and “Death to Israel.”
The Iranian President also attacked other
Muslim nations for making peace with Israel
and claimed that terrorist attacks by Palestin-
ians could destroy the Jewish state.

| completely and utterly condemn the com-
ments by Iran’s president. Peace will only
come to the Middle East when all parties rec-
ognize Israel’s right to exist and completely re-
nounce support for terrorism. Unfortunately,
Iran’s new government is turning its back on
peaceful coexistence and appears bent on
confrontation with Israel, the United States,
and the world community. Iran also continues
to bankroll terrorists, like those who killed five
innocent Israelis on Wednesday. Mr. Speaker,
the world must unite to denounce the hate
speech of Iran’s president in the strongest
terms possible.

Tomorrow, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, and
people of other faiths will come together to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of Nostra
Aetate, the Catholic Church’s landmark docu-
ment that called from respect for other faiths,
particularly Islam and Judaism. And four
months ago, the three great Abrahamic reli-
gions came together to mourn the death of the
great spiritual leader, Pope John Paul Il. Be-
cause of their nations’ alphabetical proximity,
the then-presidents of Israel and Iran sat next
to each other and even shook hands. But it
seems the spirit of interfaith harmony, sadly,
lasted little longer than the services for the
Pope.

Mr. Speaker, as long as Iran’s president
continues to rage hatefully against Israel and
the West, there will be no peace in the Middle
East. The world community will not tolerate
these comments by Iran’s president, and |
condemn them as strongly as | can.

———

NEW URGENCY REQUIRED TO
STOP VIOLENCE IN SUDAN

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
alarmed and worried about recent reports
coming out of Sudan describing deteriorating
political conditions and an increase of vio-
lence. The world’s governments, including the
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United States have moved too slowly to re-
solve the conflict in Sudan. And now, despite
a negotiated ceasefire, we have received nu-
merous reports of renewed killings and abduc-
tions, including attacks on aid workers and Af-
rican Union peacekeepers.

The escalating violence is threatening hu-
manitarian support for millions of people as
international aid workers, increasingly find
themselves the target of violence. Last month,
a squad supported by Sudanese government
helicopters attacked a camp for displaced civil-
ians in Darfur, killing 35. Days later, in West
Darfur, an Arab rebel group abducted 18 Afri-
can peacekeepers. Last week, two African
Union peacekeeping soldiers were killed in an
ambush along with two civilian contractors.
Three other African peacekeepers were
wounded during the same raid.

The Bush Administration’s slow response of-
fers little hope for success and sets no dead-
line for resolution. We must adopt a new ap-
proach that recognizes the urgency of the situ-
ation on the ground.

If the ceasefire is to successfully progress
toward a fully implemented peace agreement,
the U.S. will need to play a more active role
in increasing the influence and capabilities of
the African Union troops. Currently there are
6,000 peacekeepers working to secure an
area the size of Texas and containing a popu-
lation approaching two million. By honoring its
pledge to provide $50 million as part of the
FY06 Foreign Operations bill for equipment
and supplies, the Administration would do
much to assist the efforts of the African Union.

The U.S. should also work aggressively with
the AU on expanding the mandate of the Afri-
can Union peacekeepers. After more than a
year, peacekeeping troops are still confused
about their role in the region and about their
enforcement powers. While AU troops have
been able to protect civilians in some in-
stances, their mandate does not expressly in-
clude this important responsibility. As a result,
their ability to protect civilians from violence
has been extremely limited and varies from
one contingent to the next.

Finally, the Bush Administration should
pressure the Sudanese government to fully
implement the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment. That means the commissions and
boards mandated by the peace agreement to
oversee such contentious, but essential issues
as petroleum production and military oper-
ations must be established.

Sudan has been the focus of organized
armed conflict for 20 of the last 21 years.
Given that the Administration in Khartoum has
demonstrated only token commitment to the
goal of establishing a lasting peace, only the
active, aggressive engagement of the United
States will make it possible for the Sudanese
people to one day be able to return safely to
their homes.

————

REGARDING DR. C. DELORES
TUCKER

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, it is never easy
to lose an esteemed friend and colleague
such as Dr. C. Delores Tucker. A valiant war-
rior in the fight for freedom and equality, she
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selfishly committed herself to the work of serv-
ing others.

Dr. C. Delores Tucker was the first African
American woman in the nation to serve as the
Common Wealth of Pennslvania Secretary of
State. During this time, she instituted the first
Commission on the Status of Women in Penn-
sylvania. In her term, Dr. Tucker was respon-
sible for the governor's appointment of more
women and African Americans to judgeships
and commissions in the history of the Com-
monwealth. She also led the effort to make
Pennsylvania one of the first states to pass
the Equal Rights Amendment. As Chief of
Elections of Pennsylvania, she was a leader in
instituting a voter registration by mail and re-
ducing the voting age from 21 to 18 years of
age.

Dr. Tucker was founder and president of the
Bethune-DuBois Institute, Inc., which she es-
tablished in 1991 to aid African American
youth through scholarships and educational
programs. Dr. Tucker launched and served as
the publisher of the renowned publication,
Vital Issues: The Journal of African American
Speeches. This endeavor caught the attention
of then Congressman William H. Gray and
was submitted into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

Dr. Tucker has received awards from nu-
merous organizations and institutions including
the NAACP, the Philadelphia Urban League,
the Salvation Army, Lincoln University, the Na-
tional Association for Equal Opportunity, High-
er Education, Women for Good Government,
the Alliance of Black Women Attorneys, the
National Black Caucus of State Legislators,
the Opportunities Industrialization Center,
B’nai B’rith, the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, the Feminist Majority
Foundation, Berean Institute, and the National
Association for Sickle Cell Disease. Dr. Tucker
was also selected as a People magazine 1996
Yearbook Honoree and was featured in the in-
augural issue of John F. Kennedy, Jr.’s
George magazine for her crusade against
gangster/porno rap. In addition, she has been
acknowledged for her deep concern for chil-
dren by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton in
the book “It Takes a Village.” The National
Women'’s Political Caucus and Redbook Mag-
azine also named Dr. Tucker as the woman
best qualified to be ambassador to the United
Nations.

Her tireless and passionate pursuits have
generated many discussions over the con-
cerns of equality and justice. Her efforts will
never be lost in the hearts of those she
touched and the world she labored to change.
Our hearts are bowed in reverence of her
memory. Please join me in honoring the leg-
acy that is C. Delores Tucker.

———

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the millions of Americans
whose lives have been touched by domestic
violence. October is National Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, and we must con-
tinue to raise awareness and address the
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problem of violence that still affects so many
American families. One out of every four
American women will experience violence by
an intimate partner at some point in her life,
and one out of every six women will be raped
during her lifetime. Domestic violence crosses
ethnic, racial, age, national origin, sexual ori-
entation, religious, and socio-economic lines.
Although great strides have been made to-
ward breaking the cycle of violence, much
work remains to be done.

During the past decade, the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA) of 1994 and
2000 have provided tremendous protections
and support for victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault. VAWA funding has pro-
vided law enforcement agencies, the judicial
system, rape crisis centers, and domestic vio-
lence shelters with the expertise and services
they need to do the work of prevention and
protection of those affected by violence. Both
the House and the Senate have passed bills
reauthorizing VAWA, which will provide impor-
tant prevention initiatives that have the poten-
tial to keep millions of women and children
safe.

As both chambers meet to work out dif-
ferences in the respective pieces of legislation,
| encourage the Committee to retain the Sen-
ate provision that addresses the needs of girls
in the juvenile justice system and correct flaws
in the bills, such as improving the immigrant
provisions and restoring the funding stream for
communities of color, including key health,
housing, and economic security provisions.

| am particularly concerned about violence
against women of color. In Santa Clara Coun-
ty, of the women killed in domestic-violence
related homicides between 1993 and 1997, 7
percent were African Americans, 31 percent
were Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders, 22
percent were Hispanic/Latino, and 35 percent
were White. Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander women had the highest rates of domes-
tic-violence related homicides when compared
to their proportion of the population. The Con-
gressional Hispanic, Black and Asian Pacific
American Caucuses (“Congressional Tri-Cau-
cus”) continue to work together to address
issues that disproportionately affect people of
color. Last month, the National Organization of
Sisters of Color Ending Sexual Assault, in col-
laboration with the Congressional Tri-Caucus,
held an educational briefing about the needs
of victims of color and the importance of cul-
turally-specific messaging that ultimately pro-
vides a more comprehensive response to ad-
dressing domestic violence, sexual assault,
stalking, and dating violence in racial and eth-
nic communities.

The needs of immigrant women are also im-
portant to consider. Although VAWA 1994 and
2000 made significant progress in reducing vi-
olence against immigrant women, many
women and children who are victims of do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse,
or trafficking are still being deported. Others
remain economically trapped by abusers or
traffickers in life-threatening environments. |
am a co-sponsor of H.R. 3188, the Immigra-
tion Victims of Violence Protection Act, which
would stop the deportation of immigrant vic-
tims of violence, extend immigration relief to
all victims of family violence, and guarantee
economic security for immigrant victims and
their children.

Domestic violence is not solely a woman’s
issue—it is also a health, social, economic,
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and criminal justice issue, and must be ad-
dressed on multiple levels. We must all do our
part to prevent and address violence in our
homes, in our communities, and in our society
in order to build a safe and healthy nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to address this chamber in honor of a civil
rights hero, Rosa Parks. Mrs. Parks passed
away on Monday evening but her legacy will
continue to inspire us all. Her story is not just
a civil rights story it is an American story. | am
pleased to honor her here today and as a co-
sponsor of legislation that recognizes her cou-
rageous contributions to our nation.

On December 1, 1955 in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, Mrs. Parks was riding the bus home
from work. On that December evening Rosa
Parks was asked, along with other African-
Americans, to give up her seat to a white pas-
senger. Mrs. Parks was the only one that re-
fused to do so and she was subsequently ar-
rested and fined. Her actions that day put the
civil rights movement into motion and changed
the direction of our nation. Her arrest inspired
a young minister named Martin Luther King,
Jr. to organize a boycott of the city’s buses.
The 381 day boycott eventually lead to a Su-
preme Court ruling that struck down the Mont-
gomery ordinance and outlawed racial seg-
regation on public transportation.

Rosa Parks was a humble woman who
never wanted recognition, only equality. She
continued to fight for equality through her local
NAACP chapter. Her mother always told her
to take advantage of opportunities no matter
how few they are. She heeded that advice and
seized opportunities and also provided a mul-
titude of opportunities for others. Mrs. Parks
will be remembered not only for her actions
but for her courage. She did what so many
others yearned to do. Her story catapulted the
civil rights movement to the national stage and
inspired many others to join the fight to end
segregation.

Later in her life, Rosa Parks co-founded an
organization for young people, the Rosa and
Raymond Parks Institute, which enables youth
to pursue educational opportunities, registers
them to vote, and works toward racial peace.
Mrs. Parks also hosted a special program or-
ganized through the Rosa and Rymond Parks
Institute called Pathways to Freedom. This
student program gives tours across the coun-
try that follows the Underground Railroad and
highlights the events that spearheaded the
civil rights movement. In 1996, President Clin-
ton honored Rosa Parks with the presidential
Medal of Freedom and in 1999, she received
the Congressional Gold Medal.

Although parts of our history are marred
with inequality, discrimination, and hate, it is
also filled with individual courage, persever-
ance, and hope. We must learn from it so that
we can continue to progress as a nation. We
must never forget our history and we must
never forget Rosa Parks.
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