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grateful members of the community in thank-
ing Reverend McGill for always searching to
find what is best for his church, his community
and his state. He continues to respond to the
needs of the less fortunate and putting edu-
cation at the forefront of his message. His
saying, “Everyone is someone special,” em-
bodies his considerate and personal nature.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Reverend
Dr. Henry McGill, Jr. He is special to the peo-
ple of his church and community, and | wish
him good luck and Godspeed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | re-
gret that | was unavoidably detained yester-
day, October 26, 2005, due to a death in my
family. As a result | missed rollcall votes Nos.
539 through 547. Had | been present | would
have No. 541 “no”; rollcall No. 542 “no”; roll-
call No. 543 “no”; rollcall No. 544 “no”; rollcall
No. 545 “no”; rollcall No. 546 “aye”; rollcall
No. 547 “aye.”

————

RECOGNIZING FORMER STATE
REPRESENTATIVE JOE BATTISTO
AS HE RECEIVES THE FIRST
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
FROM THE MONROE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, DEMOCRATS

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to
former Pennsylvania State Representative Joe
Battisto, of Monroe County, on the occasion of
receiving the first annual Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Monroe County Democrats.

Joe Battisto distinguished himself during 18
years of public service in the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives following a career
as public school teacher and chairman of the
language arts department of the Pocono
Mountain School District.

Despite moving to the realm of public serv-
ice, Joe was well known for maintaining his
connection with the youth in his community
and frequently served as mentor for young
people who were behaviorally troubled.

Prior to being elected to the State House of
Representatives, Joe served in the public
arena first as a borough councilman in the
Borough of Mount Pocono, rising to become
the council president. He also served as
mayor of Mount Pocono Borough.

Joe Battisto subsequently was a driving
force in the formation of the Pocono Mountain
Library and in the construction of a municipal
sewage system.

He founded the Monroe County Litter Con-
trol and Beautification Task Force.

During his nearly 2 decades of service in
the State House of Representatives, he
served on the Education and Appropriations
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Committees and rose to become chairman of
the Transportation Committee.

While serving as a State Representative,
Joe launched the reconstruction of the Pocono
Mountains Welcome Center, led the efforts to
build the badly needed Marshalls Creek By-
pass, and ensured the environmental cleanup
of major industrial and disposal sites in Mon-
roe County.

He also obtained funding for an open space
trail system and for highway safety and sig-
nalization projects. He fought to preserve
rights of way for possible future rail service to
major metropolitan destinations.

In addition, he obtained funding for street

lights in downtown  Stroudsburg and
streetscaping work in the Delaware Water
Gap.

Joe Battisto was the first lawmaker to re-
ceive the prestigious East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity’s “Legislative Fellow” award created to es-
tablish a stronger bond between the university
and elected state officials. The award was es-
pecially meaningful to Joe because he grad-
uated from ESU in 1956.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Joe Battisto on this auspicious occasion.
The quality of life in Monroe County, Pennsyl-
vania, has been made far better due to the
achievements of Joe Battisto and others like
him. His integrity and commitment to his com-
munity serve as wonderful examples of what it
means to be a true public servant.

———

DAVIS MOORE—SALUTE TO
HURRICANE VOLUNTEERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute those individuals and organizations that
opened their hearts and dedicated both finan-
cial and emotional support to the evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. All of
the States along the Gulf Coast have endured
terrible hardships during this hurricane sea-
son, and | know that the generosity of North
Texans played a vital role in bringing some
peace into their lives.

Today, | want to specifically thank one man,
his office and his donation. Davis Moore, a
dentist in Euless, donated 150 adult tooth-
brushes, 50 children toothbrushes, 150 tubes
of toothpaste and floss for victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

| stand here today to sincerely thank Davis
Moore for his donation. It is people like him
that | am proud to call a fellow Texan.
Through his contribution, he not only stands
as a devoted and giving American citizen, but
he serves as an inspiration to others.

OXI DAY SPEECH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join
the Hellenic-Americans and Philhellenes in my
district and throughout the country in cele-
brating “OXI Day (No Day),” which falls on the
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28th of October. This year marks the 65th an-
niversary of a very important day in Hellenic
history, the day on which brave Greek patriots
said “NO” to fascism, “NO” to injustice, and
“NO” to slavery.

For those individuals who lived through that
momentous period and their descendants,
many of whom live in the 14th Congressional
District of New York, “OXI Day” is more than
a memory: it is the embodiment of Hellenism
and its highest ideals.

On October 28, 1940, a terrifying sound
went up throughout all Greek cities and towns,
the sound of sirens and klaxons announcing
the invasion of Greece by the Nazis. Walls
that before had echoed only with the tolling of
church bells now reverberated with the din of
alarms.

At a time when Europe was descending into
the inferno of another world war, the people of
Greece did not panic. Men went calmly to their
closets and retrieved their military uniforms
and weapons. Women went about their nec-
essary tasks, and the children assisted as
they were able. With level-headed determina-
tion and steadfast resolve, the citizenry of
Greece mobilized against the coming invaders
and delivered their resounding “NO!” to the
Axis aggressors.

On OXI Day, the people of Greece chose
the harder path, the path of resistance. If they
had opened their gates to the invaders, much
bloodshed and many deprivations might have
been avoided. That brave generation of Hel-
lenes, refused to submit to oppression, even
at the cost of their homes, their land, and their
lives. They chose to fight and even to die so
that their children and the children of other na-
tions might live in liberty. Theirs was an act of
self-sacrifice that clearly proclaimed the hu-
manitarian ideals of their Orthodox Christian
faith and their ethnic heritage.

Demonstrating poise under pressure, the
heroes of that period fought against tyranny
and delayed the Axis onslaught in the Balkan
Peninsula. The Greek nation which said “OXI”
contributed to the eventual downfall of the
Fascist powers in Europe.

This year the Hellenic community is cele-
brating another great moment in their history,
having successfully hosted a magnificent and
peaceful Olympics at a time when terrorism
imperils every public gathering. The smallest
nation to ever host the Olympics, Greeks once
again showed that they always rise to the oc-
casion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting the heroes of OXI Day. In their
brave words and deeds we see all of the high-
est virtues of Hellenic heritage: passion for
justice, courage at a time of trial, unity in the
midst of conflict, and willingness to sacrifice
one’s life for the good of others. On this day,
we thank Greece for saying “OXI.”

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO CARY
CRANE

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 27, 2005
Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Cary Crane—the recipient of

the 2005 Bill Emerson Good Samaritan
Award. Mr. Crane and his company, Apple &
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