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loss of life and the complete elimi-
nation of towns and villages.

I have met with many from the Paki-
stan-American community, doctors
who are attempting to be of help, the
Indian embassy that is helping as well;
but focused resources are going to be
crucial.

We know that the world family is
looking at the kinds of resources that
are needed, but we need the donor com-
munity joined with the United States
to be part of this very important effort.
We know that the United States has
given $50 million. It is not enough. I
have asked that we raise this question
with the donor community so those
dollars can continue to mount.

Here are the reasons why: certainly
we know the medical crisis is going to
be ongoing. But as I said earlier, major
cities have been wiped out. People are
living in tents, those who can get
tents. There is a lack of food, lack of
water, and a lack of how the govern-
ment will rebuild the infrastructure.
We realize it is in the Kashmir area,
and that is a very difficult area. It is a
difficult area politically and as it re-
lates to the conflict, and so it is imper-
ative that that area be rebuilt quickly
and the infrastructure be brought into
that area.

I ask my colleagues to support the
motion to instruct, as I do. I want to
again applaud the ranking member and
the chairman of the subcommittee. I
look forward to working with both of
them on ways we can provide a more
expedited and certainly a higher level
of assistance; and, of course, I ask for
the Secretary of State, Secretary Rice,
and the President of the United States
to consider requesting more dollars for
assistance. I ask my colleagues to sup-
port the motion to instruct.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of the Democratic motion to support
the Senate funding level of $3 billion for our
global AIDS initiatives. The funding level in-
cludes $500 million for the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

Appropriations Foreign Operations Sub-
committee Ranking Member NITA LOWEY and
Chairman Jim KOLBE are to be commended for
their leadership in the fight against the global
AIDS pandemic. They are a model of bipar-
tisan effectiveness and are leading the way in
providing needed funding under tight budget
constraints.

In 2003, President Bush and Congress took
a bold step in authorizing $15 billion over five
years toward AIDS prevention and treatment.
The Senate funding levels in the Foreign Op-
erations and Labor-HHS Appropriations bills
would put the U.S. on track to meet this com-
mitment in future years.

At this critical juncture in history, the U.S.
has the opportunity and the responsibility to
fully fund an ambitious global effort to combat
AIDS. The statistics are staggering. Of the 40
million people currently living with HIV, 95 per-
cent live in the developing world. This week,
UNICEF released a report showing that 18
million children in Africa could be orphaned by
AIDS by the end of 2010.

We know how to treat this devastating dis-
ease. Success stories can be found in every
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part of the world. In Uganda and Senegal, HIV
rates have been brought down through effec-
tive prevention campaigns. In the past year
alone, an estimated 350,000 African AIDS pa-
tients have received access to anti-retroviral
drugs that will keep them alive to work and
care for their families. Unfortunately, only
500,000 of the 4.7 million people in need of
anti-retroviral drugs have them.

If we support what works, we can prevent
nearly two-thirds of the 45 million new HIV in-
fections projected by 2020. When we invest
more resources, more people have access to
life-saving drugs, more people learn how to
protect themselves and their partners, more
people have access to voluntary testing and
counseling, and more pregnant women have
services to prevent mother-to-child trans-
mission. The longer we go without fully invest-
ing in stopping the AIDS pandemic, the further
it will spread worldwide and the more expen-
sive the bottom line will be.

The moral case is reason alone to fully fund
our global AIDS initiatives, but it is also in our
national security interest. As we have seen in
the case of Afghanistan and Sudan, impover-
ished states can become incubators for ter-
rorism and conflict. We must address the root
causes of instability so that the “fury of de-
spair” does not provoke more violence.

It is in this global context that | support the
Senate funding levels for global AIDS. Let us
all come together today to fully support our
commitments to fight the global AIDS pan-
demic.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

I yield

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 420.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————————

LAWSUIT ABUSE REDUCTION ACT
OF 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

PuTNAM). Pursuant to House Resolu-

tion 508 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-

clares the House in the Committee of

October 27, 2005

the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the consideration of the bill,
H.R. 420.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 420) to
amend Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure to improve attorney
accountability, and for other purposes,
with Mr. LATHAM in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SMITH) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I support H.R. 420, the
Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act of 2005.

Frivolous lawsuits bankrupt individ-
uals, ruin reputations, drive up insur-
ance premiums, increase health care
costs, and put a drag on the economy.

Frivolous lawsuits are brought, for
example, when there is no evidence
that shows negligence on the part of
the defendant. These nuisance lawsuits
make a mockery of our legal system.

Of course, many Americans have le-
gitimate legal grievances, from some-
one wrongly disfigured during an oper-
ation to a company responsible for con-
taminating a community’s water sup-
ply. No one who deserves justice should
be denied justice; however, gaming of
the system by a few lawyers drives up
the cost of doing business and drives
down the integrity of the judicial sys-
tem.

Let me give some examples. The
chief executive officer of San Antonio’s
Methodist Children’s Hospital was sued
after he stepped into a plaintiff’s hos-
pital room and asked how the patient
was doing. Of course, a jury cleared
him of any wrongdoing.

A Pennsylvania man sued the Frito-
Lay Company claiming that Doritos
chips were ‘‘inherently dangerous”
after one stuck in his throat. After 8
years of costly litigation, the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court threw out the
case, writing that there is ‘‘a common-
sense notion that it is necessary to
properly chew hard foodstuffs prior to
swallowing.” But, of course, the de-
fendants had to absorb hundreds of
thousands of dollars in legal fees.

In a New Jersey Little League game,
a player lost sight of a fly ball hit be-
cause of the sun. He was injured when
the ball struck him in the eye. The
coach, who was forced to hire a lawyer
after the boy’s parents sued, had to set-
tle the case for $25,000.

Today almost any party can bring
any suit in almost any jurisdiction.
That is because plaintiffs and their at-
torneys have nothing to lose. All they
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