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crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On July, 17, 2004, a 32-year-old gay
man left a local Austin, TX, bar with
two men, and walked home. The two
men, Donald Bockman and Darren Gay,
returned to the victim’s home later
that evening where they proceed to
beat him and sexually assault him. Po-
lice say the two men dragged, tied-up,
beat, cut, then sexually assaulted the
victim. According to police, this at-
tack was motivated by the victim’s
sexual orientation.

I believe that our Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, in all cir-
cumstances, from threats to them at
home. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act is a major step forward
in achieving that goal. I believe that
by passing this legislation and chang-
ing current law, we can change hearts
and minds as well.

———

YOUNG PEOPLE AND GUN
VIOLENCE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last
Thursday, in the midst of National
Safe Schools Week, a student was near-
1y shot to death inside a Michigan high
school. This tragic incident further un-
derscores the need to do more to com-
bat youth violence, especially gun vio-
lence.

According to published newspaper re-
ports of the shooting, around noon last
Thursday, a tenth grade student fired
as many as three shots at another stu-
dent in a crowded high school hallway.
The 15-year-old victim was struck once
in the chest by a .380 caliber bullet,
which missed his heart by less than an
inch. Fortunately, he is expected to
live.

The suspect, who is also 15 years old,
allegedly used a stolen .380 caliber pis-
tol in the shooting and now faces life in
prison after being charged as an adult.
Reportedly, the suspect also has a pre-
vious conviction involving a firearm
violation. The shooting last Thursday
came less than a month after two other
students were injured in a drive-by
shooting outside the same high school.
Unfortunately, youth gun violence con-
tinues to threaten communities, de-
stroy families, and change the lives of
too many young people forever.

Only a day before last Thursday’s
shooting, thousands of young people
across the country observed a Day of
National Concern About Young People
and Gun Violence, which was designed
to empower children and teenagers to
do what they can to eliminate gun vio-
lence in their communities. In many
communities, students were given the
opportunity to sign a voluntary pledge
against gun violence. Since the first
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Day of National Concern About Young
People and Gun Violence in 1996, more
than 7 million students have signed the
pledge. Here is what the pledge says:

I will never bring a gun to school; I will
never use a gun to settle a dispute; I will use
my influence with my friends to keep them
from using guns to settle disputes. My indi-
vidual choices and actions, when multiplied
by those of young people throughout the
country, will make a difference. Together, by
honoring this pledge, we can reverse the vio-
lence and grow up in safety.

I applaud the organizers and students
who participated in this year’s Day of
National Concern About Young People
and Gun Violence for their efforts to
reduce gun violence. The thousands of
students who signed the pledge this
yvear, and the millions before them,
have promised to do what they can to
prevent tragedies like last week’s
school shooting in Michigan. Congress
should do its part by adequately fund-
ing important law enforcement pro-
grams and by passing commonsense
gun safety legislation.

————

BREAST CANCER ENVIRONMENTAL
RESEARCH ACT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, October
is National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and 2005 marks more than 20
years that National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month has educated women
about early breast cancer detection, di-
agnosis, and treatment.

Yet, more than three million women
currently live with breast cancer and
the causes of this disease are still
mostly unknown. While we have made
significant advances in treatment, so
much more needs to be done when it
comes to prevention of this often fatal
disease.

The Breast Cancer Environmental
Research Act, S. 757, would enhance
breast cancer environmental research
across the country. This bill which is
modeled after the Department of De-
fense Breast Cancer Research Program,
would over 5 years, invest $30 million
through a peer-reviewed grant process
to establish a multi-disciplinary ap-
proach.

At this time, four research centers
study prenatal-adult environmental ex-
posures that may cause breast cancer.
And while this is a good start, we need
a nationally focused, collaborative and
comprehensive strategy to approach
this and the Breast Cancer Environ-
mental Research Act would do just
that.

This country has great resources
when it comes to medical and scientific
research. I believe this bill would pro-
vide an efficient and effective strategy
for developing research in the environ-
mental causes of this tragic disease.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING SIXTY-FIVE YEARS
OF FACTS ON FILE

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, it doesn’t
seem all that long ago that one of our
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most popular television shows featured
a detective with a catch phrase that
soon became part of our national vo-
cabulary. When questioning someone
who was offering more opinions than
observations he would often interrupt
and say, ‘‘Just the facts.” Those few
words sum up the history of a publica-
tion that has grown from an in-depth
look at World War II to an incredible
collection of all forms of data that cov-
ers just about everything from the be-
ginnings of recorded history to the ex-
ploration of the furthest ranges of our
universe.

Sixty-five years ago, Facts on File
World News Digest was founded in 1940
by three emigrants from Hitler’s Eu-
rope who knew there would be a need
for a publication devoted to the issues
of World War II. They had witnessed
the rise of Nazism in the 1930s and rec-
ognized the need for a U.S.-based publi-
cation that focused on both world and
domestic news events in the years lead-
ing up to World War II. Their first
issue dealt with the presidential race
between Roosevelt and Wilkie and
their first bound volume of the events
of the day was written, as described in
the forward, as an effort to provide a
clear and concise guide to help the
reader navigate through a ‘‘hopeless
maze of thousands of facts.”

Nowadays, by comparison, we are
deluged by tens of millions of facts and
other pieces of data from around the
world almost every day. Through it all,
Facts on File has continued to sift the
trivial from the significant and put to-
gether volume after volume of written
information placing the facts about a
myriad of subjects online and at our
fingertips.

Facts on File World News Digest was
originally conceived as a source of in-
formation for radio and news journal-
ists. Today, it serves an ever widening
group of people who need quick and
easy access to the basic facts about an
endless list of items. Teachers rely on
the publications for their lesson plans.
Students rely on the easy access their
database provides them for help with
their homework, background for their
papers, or just to encourage a genuine
curiosity about the history of the
world around them and how things
work.

Weekly Reader, which is now a part
of the Facts on File family, took a poll
of its readers recently. They discovered
that almost 70 percent of today’s stu-
dents reported that they look for and
find most of the facts they need for
their homework on the Internet. Their
use of the latest technology was the
good news. The bad news was they
often do not question the material they
find or use another source to double
check it. They just assume what they
have found is correct.

That is why it is so vitally important
that we make sure our children, stu-
dents and researchers have access to
online materials on the web that put a
premium on facts—not opinions. For
that reason and so many more, Facts
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