October 27, 2005

PROGRAM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Today, the Senate
completed action on the Labor-HHS-
Education appropriations bill, a splen-
did job by Senator SPECTER and Sen-
ator HARKIN in moving the bill along.
That is the fastest I can recall that
measure clearing the Senate, certainly
in recent years.

As the majority leader announced
earlier today, we will be in session to-
morrow, but there will not be any
votes. We will not have any votes dur-
ing Monday’s session. So Senators
should expect a busy week as we con-
sider the deficit reduction omnibus rec-
onciliation bill.

In that regard, I ask unanimous con-
sent that at 4 p.m. on Monday, October
31, the Senate proceed to S. 1932, the
2005 deficit reduction bill, and it be
considered under the following statu-
tory time agreement, with time di-
vided as follows: The first hour on
Monday under the control of the chair-
man of the Budget Committee; pro-
vided further that the Senate then re-
sume the bill on Tuesday, November 1,
at 9 a.m., with the time until 8 divided
between the chairman and ranking
member, with 4% hours under the con-
trol of the chairman and 5% hours
under the control of the ranking mem-
ber; provided further that the Senate
recess from 12:30 to 2 for the weekly
policy luncheons; provided that any
votes ordered on Tuesday be postponed
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to occur at a time determined by the
leader after consultation with the
Democratic leader.

I further ask consent that the Senate
then resume the bill on Wednesday, No-
vember 2, with the time from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. equally divided between the
chairman and ranking member; pro-
vided further that at 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day all time be considered expired.

Before the Chair rules, it is my un-
derstanding that Senators GREGG and
CONRAD have agreed that we will have
1 hour of debate on Monday. We will
then resume the deficit reduction
measure on Tuesday, with debate until
8. Any votes ordered on Tuesday would
be stacked to occur at a later time. We
would then resume the bill on Wednes-
day, with all time expired at 6 p.m.

The Budget Act allows for amend-
ments to be offered and voted on be-
yond the statutory time limit, the so-
called vote-arama that we look forward
to every year. I would hope that we
would not have a vote-arama, but un-
derstanding that Members will offer
amendments after the expiration of
time, we would begin those sequenced
votes on Thursday.

We will proceed until complete, and
we all hope that will be a short time
thereafter.

In any event, we would stop in the
late afternoon on Thursday and resume
on Friday if, and only if, that becomes
necessary.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MCCONNELL. I believe that com-
pletes the business of the Senate. If
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand in adjournment
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:20 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
October 28, 2005, at 10 a.m.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nomination received by
the Senate October 27, 2005:
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. PETER W. CHIARELLI, 0000

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate: Thursday, October 27, 2005:
THE JUDICIARY

SUSAN BIEKE NEILSON, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT.

JOHN RICHARD SMOAK, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF FLORIDA.
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