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by the Pocono Mountains Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Mr. Niclaus has been engaged in the engi-
neering field for more than 28 years. His ex-
pertise includes civil engineering, land devel-
opment, environmental sciences and sur-
veying. 

Extremely active in his community, Mr. 
Niclaus served as United Way Campaign 
Chairman in 2004 and has served as a mem-
ber of the United Way’s board of directors. He 
is a past president of the Rotary Club of 
Stroudsburg and he served on the board of di-
rectors of the Pocono Mountain Chamber of 
Commerce. 

He is a past president and member of the 
board of directors of the Slate Belt Chamber 
of Commerce and is a past vice president of 
the Bangor Lions Club. 

Mr. Niclaus received the United Way Presi-
dent’s and Clifford E. Gilliam Awards in 2004 
and the Paul Harris Fellow Award from Rotary 
International in 2003. He was named Rotarian 
of the Year in 1999. 

Mr. Niclaus is a member of many profes-
sional associations including the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers, the Environmental As-
sessment Association and the National Asso-
ciation of Environmental Professionals. 

He has also been an active youth baseball 
and soccer coach. 

Having graduated from the New Jersey In-
stitute of Technology, Mr. Niclaus received his 
professional engineering licenses in New Jer-
sey and Pennsylvania and possesses operator 
certificates for wastewater and water systems 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environ-
mental Protection. 

Mr. Niclaus resides with his wife, Maureen, 
their three daughters, Erin, Mary and Elizabeth 
and their son, Tim. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Niclaus at this time. His professional 
and community commitment speaks well of his 
desire to make the Stroudsburg area and the 
region surrounding it a better place to live and 
raise families. The recognition associated with 
being named ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ by the Po-
cono Mountains Chamber of Commerce is 
well deserved. 
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Wednesday, November 2, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute and recognition of Marshall W. Busey 
of Cleveland, OH, upon his induction into the 
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, Class of 2005. 

Mr. Busey was one of 20 inductees selected 
by a 13-member executive committee com-
prised of veteran leaders from throughout 
Ohio. He served our country as a member of 
the United States Army with honor, bravery 
and integrity, qualities he continues to bring to 
all personal, civic and professional endeavors 
within his life. 

Mr. Busey’s unwavering service to the vet-
erans of our community has served to uplift 
the lives of countless veterans and their fami-
lies. He led the effort to raise funds to pur-
chase a 32-foot motor home converted for use 
by VA patients. He is President of the Memo-

rial Day Association of Cuyahoga County and 
was Past President of the Greater Cleveland 
Veterans’ Council. For 39 years, he served as 
the Sergeant of the Memorial Day ‘‘Rough 
Riders Firing Squad’’ and as the City of Cleve-
land Memorial Day Color Guard Sergeant for 
14 years. Mr. Busey is an active member of 
the American Legion and was honored as the 
Legionnaire of the Year in 1975 and 1976. His 
service to others extends throughout the com-
munity, where he is active in raising funds for 
many charitable organizations. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Marshall W. 
Busey, upon his induction into the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame. Mr. Busey’s honorable 
and dedicated service to his family, community 
and to our Nation serves to strengthen and 
give hope to the members of our community, 
thereby strengthening our entire Nation. 
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IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF 
SERGEANT BRIAN R. CONNER 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2005 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you today to honor and remember a 
man who devoted his life to keeping the citi-
zens of the United States safe. 

Sergeant Brian R. Conner of Baltimore, MD 
died on the 14th of October in the year 2005 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Conner’s death in Al Taji, Iraq occurred when 
a tractor trailer rear-ended the vehicle in which 
he and two other Maryland Guardsmen were 
riding. The weapons they carried as part of 
convoy operations were detonated upon im-
pact. 

Conner’s unit in the Maryland National 
Guard’s 243d Engineer Company was acti-
vated for duty in June and they left for Kuwait 
in August. 

Not only did Conner serve his country 
through the Armed Forces, but he also served 
as a Lieutenant with the Baltimore City Fire 
Department. 

His colleagues there remember him as a 
well-respected firefighter and a good friend. 
Conner was the proud father of three daugh-
ters and a devoted and loving brother and 
son. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join with me today 
to honor Sergeant Brian R. Conner for the 
dedication he has shown to his family, friends 
and the American people. 
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RECOGNIZES WORLD WAR II 
VETERANS OF PASCO COUNTY, FL 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2005 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the brave 
soldiers of Pasco County, FL who served dur-
ing World War II. 

At a ceremony to be held Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2005, I will present representatives 
from each of the five United States Armed 
Forces with commemorative coins honoring 
their service during World War II. 

As General George Patton once said, ‘‘Wars 
maybe fought with weapons, but they are won 
by men. It is the spirit of the men who follow 
and of the man who leads that gains the vic-
tory.’’ 

The Pasco County veterans we are hon-
oring this weekend clearly met General Pat-
ton’s description above. They proved them-
selves in battle in Europe, Africa and the Far 
East. Their sacrifices on the battlefield pre-
served liberty and freedom for millions 
throughout the world. 

Mr. Speaker, true American heroes like 
these Pasco County World War II veterans 
should be honored for their service to our Na-
tion and for their commitment and sacrifices in 
battle. They are truly part of America’s great-
est generation. 
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RECOGNIZING REID M. MASON FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Reid M. Mason of Kansas City, 
MO, a very special young man who has exem-
plified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 301, and in earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Reid has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities and earn-
ing numerous merit badges. Reid began 
scouting as a Tiger Cub, advanced to Bobcat, 
Wolf, Bear, and Webelo before joining the Boy 
Scouts in 2002, where he advanced to Scout, 
Tenderfoot, 2nd class, 1st class, Star, Life, 
and finally, Eagle Scout. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Reid turned a 
series of small rooms and closets at First Bap-
tist Church in North Kansas City, MO into a 
large, functional youth area. 

Outside of scouting, Reid is a sophomore at 
North Kansas City High School, where he is 
active in the marching band, symphonic band, 
theater, swing choir, basketball, baseball, and 
the International Baccalaureate program. Reid 
is also active in his youth group at First Bap-
tist Church and plays guitar in the youth wor-
ship band. Somehow he also finds time to 
play summer baseball, work toward his black 
belt in Hapkido, and take piano lessons. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Reid M. Mason for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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CONGRATULATING DAMIAN BRAGA 
AS HE RECEIVES THE CHAIR-
MAN’S BUSINESS AWARD FROM 
THE POCONO MOUNTAINS CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2005 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
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