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some Russian content. Clearly Chairman
BOEHLERT’s interpretation is the same as
Chairman HYDE’'s and my own: Russian con-
tent is allowed up until the January 1, 2012
date.

Finally, | would just echo the comments
made by Chairman CALVERT during the floor
debate: the ISS program requires long-term
flexibility for NASA to safely and cost-effec-
tively execute both for our taxpayers and to
meet our international commitments. We are
partners with Russia in the Space Station.
Both NASA and its commercial providers need
to be able to exchange goods and services at
ISS with nonproliferation compliant Russian
entities for the lifetime of the station, particu-
larly as we seek to engage the U.S. private
sector in ISS operations. Last week the House
made clear that even in a time of great con-
cern over the manifest threat from Iran, we
want NASA and industry to have this ability at
least through January 1, 2012.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
November 1, 2005, | was unable to vote on
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R.
3548, to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located on Franklin Ave-
nue in Pearl River, New York, as the “Heinz
Ahlmeyer, Jr. Post Office Building (rollcall
557); and on H.R. 3989, to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service located
at 37598 Goodhue Avenue in Dennison, Min-
nesota, as the “Albert Harold Quie Post Office
(rollcall 558). Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on both measures.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2005

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
make votes today on the House floor because
of an untimely and unexpected crisis requiring
me to travel back home to be with my family
in California. Unfortunately, | missed recorded
votes and would like my intentions included in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on H.R. 1606—Online Freedom of
Speech Act.

| would have also voted “yea” on H.R.
4061—Department of Veterans Affairs Infor-
mation Technology Management Improvement
Act of 2005. This important bill will help im-
prove Veterans’ health services by improving
the technology resources of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Department.

The VA has spent about $1 billion per year
for the last decade to improve its information
technology systems. This new bill will provide
some key oversight to ensure that this money
is spent in the most efficient way possible, and
to reorganize the VA’s information technology
to best serve the healthcare needs of the Na-
tion’s Veterans.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

While there has been recent improvement in
the VA’s technology systems, there is a lot
they can do to provide better healthcare to
Veterans. | am proud to support this effort to
better the lives of the men and women who
have given so much for this country.

Had | been present, | would have also voted
“yea” on H.R. 1691—John H. Bradley Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic
Designation Act.

————————

SUPPORT FOR INSTRUCTING CON-
FEREES ON THE FY2006 DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support for instructing con-
ferees on the FY2006 Defense Appropriations
bill to include the amendment by our colleague
in the Senate, JOHN MCCAIN. This provision
would simply provide for uniform standards for
the interrogation of persons under the deten-
tion of the Defense Department and a prohibi-
tion on cruel, inhumane, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment of persons under custody
or control of the U.S. Government.

Senator MCCAIN knows the ravages of war
and devastating effects of inhumane treatment
at the hands of an enemy. He and other
American soldiers during the Vietham War
were subjected to terrible treatment that no
human being ought to endure. In recent floor
remarks, Senator MCCAIN explained that dur-
ing his time in captivity he and his fellow
American soldiers drew strength from knowing
that the institution to which they belonged, the
U.S. military, and the country they served
stood for the highest of principles and ideals.
They believed that the U.S would never treat
prisoners of war the way that they were being
treated.

No one would disagree that “torture, cruel,
inhumane, and degrading treatment” is unjust,
but there is clear evidence that it is also inef-
fective. When put under extreme levels of pain
or duress during interrogation, a detainee is
more likely to say anything to stop the pain,
regardless of its accuracy. Moreover, our own
cruel treatment of others legitimizes the torture
of American citizens. Look no further than the
desecrated bodies of American citizens and
soldiers killed in Iraq for tragic evidence of this
reaction. Furthermore, torture and inhumane
treatment aids in the recruitment of terrorists
and fuels further terrorist activity.

As members of Congress, we have the
Constitutional obligation, under Article |, Sec-
tion 8, to speak out on this issue and others
related to treatment of foreign detainees in
war. We also have a moral obligation to op-
pose cruel and degrading treatment of human
beings, and a patriotic obligation to stand up
for the honor of this country.

In the wake of the scrutiny and embarrass-
ment that our nation has endured following the
treatment of detainees at Abu Ghraib and
Guantanamo Bay, it is imperative that we pro-
claim to the rest of the world that this policy
reflects the law of the land and the conscience
of our country. Providing our soldiers with
clear, written guidance on how to treat detain-
ees not only protects their interests but under-
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scores the freedoms and values we cherish as
Americans and that we claim to be the reason
we have gone to war in Iraq, Afghanistan and
other parts of the world.

Today, as a Congress we must respect and
honor our nation, those that risk their lives to
serve it, and the high standards and ideals on
which it is based. Supporting the McCain
amendment is not an issue of political dif-
ference; it is an issue of national identity.

The McCain amendment is needed to close
a loophole in current policy that does not ex-
plicitly describe standards for foreigners held
under U.S. custody abroad. This amendment
reiterates and clarifies our existing policy that
prohibits the use of torture, cruel, inhuman,
and degrading treatment by U.S. soldiers and
agents who are detaining and interrogating
prisoners in the global war on terror, requiring
that they use the techniques sanctioned in the
Army Field Manual on Intelligence and Interro-
gation.

| urge my colleagues to resist any efforts to
accept a watered down version of Senator
McCAIN’s language that would grant excep-
tions for the CIA to conduct its own investiga-
tions of detainees in locations overseas that
are independent of the Army Field Manual.
Such a move, which apparently is being or-
chestrated by the Vice President’s office,
would only defeat the intent of the provision
adopted in the Senate and cause further con-
fusion among military and civilian service peo-
ple charged with detainee interrogations.

The Army Field Manual has been used as
the standard for interrogation guidance since it
was established during the Reagan Adminis-
tration. The Manual does not cast any tech-
nique into stone, but changes with time and
includes techniques and descriptions that are
classified so as not to be uncovered by en-
emies.

In a sign of broad bipartisan support, the
Senate overwhelmingly approved the McCain
amendment in a 90 to 9 vote. In addition, 28
retired military leaders, including General
Shalikashvili, General Hoar, and General Colin
Powell, have supported legislating the use of
the Army Field Manual through the McCain
amendment.

In today’s global war on terror, men and
women in the armed forces are charged with
the critical task of detaining and interrogating
prisoners of war and enemy combatants with-
out clear instructions on what is and what is
not permissible. These ambiguities contributed
to the absence of standards that resulted in
the degrading and inhumane treatment that
we, and the rest of the world, witnessed at
Abu Ghraib and what apparently occurred at
Guantanamo at the hands of young and ill-ad-
vised soldiers.

The abuses at Abu Ghraib and Guatanamo
stained the honor of our country and our mili-
tary. | know that most of our constituents want
to amend these wrongdoings. In order to do
this, and to help protect the treatment of
American soldiers who may be held as pris-
oners of war, we must give our troops clear in-
structions on acceptable treatment during de-
tainment and interrogation, without equivo-
cation.

Let us not shrink from the responsibility that
stands before us; let us rise as a united body
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