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of acres of agriculture as possible
Superfund sites would be too heavy a
burden for the EPA to carry. Including
agriculture within Superfund takes
away from Superfund’s initial, worthy
mission.

As I stated earlier, I am disappointed
that the Superfund amendment was
stripped from this report after having
passed the Senate. I fully intend to
bring this item up next year and I am
currently looking for ways to move
this legislation. This needs to happen
for our farmers and ranchers.

——————

PROTECTING OUR HOMELAND
SECURITY

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, despite
the potential threat from terrorists
armed with easily accessible powerful
firearms, Congress still has taken no
action to require Federal registration
of .50 caliber sniper rifles. We must do
more to protect our families and com-
munities.

The .50 caliber sniper rifle is a favor-
ite weapon of militaries around the
world and is also among the most pow-
erful weapons legally available to pri-
vate individuals in the United States.
Published reports indicate that .50 cal-
iber sniper rifles are capable of accu-
rately hitting a target more than 1,500
yards away with a bullet measuring a
half inch in diameter. In addition,
these thumb-size bullets come in
armor-piercing, incendiary, and explo-
sive varieties that can easily punch
through aircraft fuselages, fuel tanks,
and engines. Currently, these highly
destructive sniper rifles, which have no
sporting purpose, are subject to only
minimal Federal regulation and are
treated the same as other long rifles,
including shotguns, hunting rifles, and
smaller target rifles.

In August, the House of Delegates of
the American Bar Association adopted
a resolution in support of ‘‘Federal,
State, and territorial laws that would
restrict the sale, distribution, transfer,
and possession of .50 caliber sniper
weapons except to the U.S. military,
and the National Guard and law en-
forcement agencies.”” The ABA report
that accompanied the resolution
states:

Despite its destructive potential, the .50
caliber weapon is sold like any other rifle.
Under current law, one needs only be 18
years of age, have a driver’s license and pass
a minimal background check in order to buy
the gun.

The U.S. Congress has acted to restrict
various weapons including specific firearms
and ammunition. Rockets, mortars and am-
munition over .50 caliber size cannot be sold
or legally possessed by civilians. Machine
guns, sawed-off shotguns, imported junk
handguns, silencers, guns made of plastic or
otherwise undetectable by metal screening
devices and some armor-piercing ammuni-
tion are currently banned or restricted under
federal law.

I am a cosponsor of the Fifty-Caliber
Sniper Weapon Regulation Act intro-
duced by Senator FEINSTEIN. This bill
would reclassify .50 caliber rifles under
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the National Firearms Act, NFA, treat-
ing them the same as other high-pow-
ered or especially lethal firearms like
several of those mentioned in the
ABA’s report. Among other things, re-
classification of .50 caliber sniper rifles
under the NFA would subject them to
new registration requirements. Future
transfers or sales of .50 caliber sniper
rifles would have to be conducted
through a licensed dealer with an ac-
companying background check. In ad-
dition, the rifle being sold would have
to be registered with Federal authori-
ties.

We must take proactive steps to help
prevent terrorists armed with military
style firearms purchased in the U.S.
from carrying out attacks on innocent
Americans. I urge the Senate to take
up and pass commonsense gun safety
legislation, like the Fifty-Caliber Snip-
er Weapon Regulation Act, to assist
our law enforcement officials in pro-
tecting our homeland security.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR GIBB SR.

e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, this
week my home State lost a devoted
public servant, an environmental pio-
neer, a good friend, and a great
Vermonter: Art Gibb.

I first met Art when we served to-
gether in the Vermont Legislature
where Art was known for his unassum-
ing and gracious temperament. Art
also established a reputation as an in-
sightful legislator with an unusual
ability to forge consensus. These skills
impressed me and, for over 30 years, I
frequently sought Art’s wisdom and ad-
vice when I found myself confronted
with difficult decisions both in Wash-
ington and Montpelier.

Though Art was remarkably accom-
plished as a member of the Vermont
Legislature, he will undoubtedly be re-
membered for his work on the Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Environmental
Control through which he helped save
Vermont’s beauty and natural re-
sources from reckless overdevelop-
ment. Gov. Deane Davis appointed Art
to lead the commission, which became
known as the ‘‘Gibb Commission,” in
1969 as developers began exploiting le-
nient building regulations in an effort
to turn a quick profit at the expense of
public health and the environment.
The Gibb Commission traveled the
State, held public hearings, and worked
tirelessly to draft recommendations to
address this pressing concern. The re-
sult of the Gibb Commission’s work
was the bold and pioneering Act 250,
legislation that has protected
Vermont’s waterways, forests, and nat-
ural landscape ever since.

Art’s leadership of the Gibb Commis-
sion and his work during his two dec-
ades in the legislature earned him well-
deserved accolades. Still, Art never op-
erated with any fanfare. Despite his
newsworthy accomplishments, Art was
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never interested in seeing his name in
the headlines. His temperament and
fair and nonpartisan nature won Art
the respect and admiration of col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle.
Today, Art’s portrait hangs in the
State House, a rare honor and a fitting
tribute for a man who left such an im-
portant mark on Vermont, both as a
person and a policymaker.

When Art retired from the Vermont
Senate in 1986 I noted, on the floor of
the U.S. House of Representatives, ‘I
am more than certain, however, that
all of us in Vermont will continue to
benefit from his,—Art’s—wit, his intel-
ligence, his commitment, and his grace
for many, many years to come.” This
statement proved to be true, as Art re-
mained an active member of the com-
munity and even served 12 years on the
State Environmental Board after his
retirement. Today, as we remember
Art, I take comfort in the certainty
that generations of Vermonters will
continue to benefit for years to come
from Art’s devotion to the preservation
and conservation of our great State.

I extend my deepest condolences to
Art’s surviving children Barbara,
Dwight, Lowrie, Arthur, Jr. and Henry,
as well as Art’s ten grandchildren and
seven great grandchildren. All
Vermonters mourn with you knowing
that without Art, Vermont would not
be the beautiful and healthy place it is
today.e

———

HONORING DR. BONNIE J. DUNBAR

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I would like to recognize the extraor-
dinary achievements of a gifted Wash-
ingtonian named Dr. Bonnie J. Dunbar.
Dr. Dunbar is widely acknowledged as
one of the world’s most experienced fe-
male astronauts as well as a pioneer in
biomedicl engineering. In tribute to
her accomplishments, Dr. Dunbar has
been selected to receive the distin-
guished Women in Engineering
Achievement Award for 2005.

Born and raised on a ranch in Sunny-
side, WA, Dr. Dunbar took an early in-
terest in space. As a child, she studied
the exploits of astronauts like Alan
Shepherd and spent her nights study-
ing the sky for signs of passing sat-
ellites. By the third grade, she had al-
ready declared that she would one day
be an astronaut. Encouraged by her
parents to follow her dreams, Bonnie
Dunbar attended the University of
Washington where she received her
bachelor and master degrees in engi-
neering, an important precursor to her
career at NASA. However, her journey
to space was not without its hurdles.

Like a true pioneer, Dr. Dunbar
worked to break down barriers. At a
time when women were generally dis-
couraged from pursuing science based
careers, Dr. Dunbar both succeeded and
prospered in her field, paving the way
for countless women who shared her in-
terest in science. After receiving her
doctorate in Mechanical and Bio-
medical Engineering from the Univer-
sity of Houston, Dr. Dunbar went on to
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hold a number of esteemed research
and engineering positions in the pri-
vate sector. During this time, Dr. Dun-
bar assisted in the development and
manufacture of Space Shuttle Thermal
Protection Systems integral to NASA
flight operations.

In 1978, when NASA opened its astro-
naut program to women for the first
time, Dr. Dunbar was one of the first
candidates to enroll. Although she was
not chosen in the final selection, NASA
recognized her talents and hired her as
a payload officer and flight controller.
This would mark the beginning of a
distinguished 27-year career at NASA.
In 1981, Dr. Dunbar earned her astro-
naut wings and was assigned to the 1985
Challenger Spacelab mission. Fol-
lowing this successful mission, she was
selected to participate in four more
missions in space. All told, Dr. Dunbar
logged more than 1,208 hours or 50 days
in space.

Dr. Dunbar’s exceptional perform-
ance during these missions garnered
more than six NASA Space Flight Med-
als, including the Superior Accom-
plishment Award in 1997, and the NASA
Exceptional Achievement Award in
1996.

Doctor Bonnie Dunbar’s meteoric
rise from a small ranching community
in the State of Washington to a vet-
eran of five successful missions to
space is both extraordinary and inspir-
ing. Her courageous trailblazing took
the world’s fascination for space to new
plateaus and encouraged women to fol-
low their dreams. She truly is a re-
markable pioneer and a worthy recipi-
ent of the distinguished Women in En-
gineering Achievement Award for
2005.@

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HULMAN-GEORGE FAM-
ILY OWNERSHIP OF THE INDIAN-
APOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY

e Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I am
pleased to rise today to recognize the
important leadership of the Hulman-
George family throughout their 60
years of stewardship of the Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway. I am honored to
have this opportunity to congratulate
them on reaching this signal milestone
on November 14, 2005.

The Hulman-George family members
have been remarkable champions of In-
dianapolis and the State of Indiana
through their hosting of what many
consider to be the greatest spectacle in
racing, the Indianapolis 500. In recent
years, they have also hosted the Brick-
yard 400 and the United States Grand
Prix, remarkable events that bring
people from around the world to Indi-
anapolis to experience true Hoosier
hospitality.

I have especially enjoyed a close rela-
tionship with the Hulman-George fam-
ily, which began when I was Mayor of
Indianapolis. My wife, Char, and I
would take our four boys to the track
for activities throughout the month of
May.
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On May 16, 1981, I first had the oppor-
tunity to participate in another great
tradition at the Speedway when we
gathered to celebrate the annual
Armed Forces Induction Ceremony.
This event came about because recruit-
ment was low and members of our com-
munity were looking for a creative way
to celebrate the decision of Hoosier
men and women to serve our country
in the Armed Forces. To address this
dilemma, the Hulman-George family
offered the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way as a backdrop for an enlistment
ceremony. Anyone who enlisted during
the month of May would be a part of
the Tony Hulman Squadron and would
fly away from the infield to basic
training. While the ceremony has
evolved over the ensuing years, it re-
mains special to me because it offers
an excellent opportunity to celebrate
the patriotism of so many talented and
dedicated young Hoosiers.

As race fans gather in Indianapolis to
cheer their favorite drivers on to vic-
tory, I am hopeful that they will take
a moment to reflect upon the years of
dedicated leadership that the Hulman-
George family has provided in the Indi-
anapolis community, leadership that
has helped to make Indianapolis the
motorsports capitol of world.

Like so many of my fellow Hoosiers,
I am grateful that the Hulman-George
family continues to call Indiana its
home.®

———
DANNY J. BAKEWELL, SR.
e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am

very pleased to take a few moments to
recognize the many important accom-
plishments of Danny J. Bakewell, Sr.,
as he prepares to step down as CEO of
the Brotherhood Crusade.

Danny J. Bakewell, Sr. has spent the
past 35 years building the Brotherhood
Crusade into a mnationally-recognized
charitable organization in southern
California. In that time, he has raised
over $60 million to support a host of
programs. Nurturing nonprofit groups
and local small businesses is first and
foremost among the Brotherhood Cru-
sade’s priorities. The venerable institu-
tion funds programs that provide serv-
ices for adults seeking job training and
job placement, young people looking to
realize their academic potential, and
families seeking to improve their phys-
ical health.

The funding that Brotherhood Cru-
sade provides is the lifeblood for many
organizations, making it possible for
them to be the catalyst in bringing
change to communities and change to
individuals.

Danny’s commitment to equality for
all, fair representation in the media,
and strengthening communities has
been steadfast, as evidenced by his ac-
tivist work. He was active in the strug-
gle to bring a peaceable end to apart-
heid in South Africa. Danny galvanized
a coalition of community leaders to
change the way entertainment compa-
nies represented slavery on prime time
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television. Along with his family,
Danny launched a foundation to uplift
the lives of children during their treat-
ments associated with leukemia and
other life-threatening diseases.

Danny Bakewell’s success in the pri-
vate sector have been important to
under-served communities throughout
Los Angeles county as well. He is the
publisher of the Los Angeles Sentinel,
the largest and oldest African-Amer-
ican owned newspaper west of the Mis-
sissippi River. Danny was the catalyst
behind two development projects—the
Compton Towne Center and Compton
Renaissance Plaza—which have helped
to bring economic vitality into an area
that had been written off by many. In
addition to creating much needed jobs
for community residents and addi-
tional tax revenues for the city, these
projects are giving residents a deeper
sense of pride in their neighborhood.

I invite my colleagues to join me and
the thousands of people touched by his
work in commending Danny J. Bake-
well, Sr. for his great leadership of the
Brotherhood Crusade and tireless advo-
cacy throughout his lifetime.®

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE DETROIT
WINDSOR TUNNEL ON ITS 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the 75th anni-
versary of the Detroit Windsor Tunnel.
Over the past 756 years, the tunnel has
been an indispensable link between the
United States and Canada.

In the years before the construction
of the tunnel, cars and trucks crossed
the Detroit River on ferries. During the
winter, the river froze and made the
ferry ride between Detroit and Windsor
dangerous. On November 3, 1930, Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover ushered in a new
era in U.S.-Canadian relations when he
officially opened the Detroit Windsor
Tunnel.

Not only has the tunnel been a vital
commercial and cultural link between
the United States and Canada, at the
time of its construction it was an un-
paralleled engineering feat. The tunnel
is approximately 1 mile long and
reaches depths of 75 feet below the
river. It is the only underwater inter-
national vehicular border crossing in
the world. At full capacity, 2,400 vehi-
cles can pass between Detroit and
Windsor each hour through the tunnel.

During the tunnel’s construction,
there were as many as 600 workers si-
multaneously building the structure.
One group of workers called the
“muckers’” dug a 32-foot hole in tight
quarters through sand and clay deep
below the Detroit River. As a tribute
to the workers who built the Detroit
Windsor Tunnel a year ahead of sched-
ule, the first person to drive the dis-
tance of the tunnel and back was Jo-
seph Zuccatto, a construction worker
who earned 35 cents an hour.

The Detroit Windsor Tunnel is one of
the cornerstones of the close economic
relationship between the United States



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-09T09:39:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




