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and three grandchildren. They are members of
the Marion Baptist Church.

Mr. Speaker, on November 21, 2005 | will
sponsor a luncheon in Mayor Bobby Gerald’s
honor to say thanks for his many years of
public service and personal friendship, and |
ask you and my colleagues to join me in com-
mending this longtime friend for his business
acumen and dedicated commitment to public
service. He is a natural leader, who has made
extraordinary contributions to the City of Mar-
ion and the State of South Carolina.

——

A PROCLAMATION CONGRATU-
LATING DR. WILLIAM C. LOFTY
UPON HIS POSTHUMOUS REC-
OGNITION AS A GREAT PHILAN-
THROPIST

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Dr. William Lofty was nominated
by Donnie Loubiere of the Belpre Area Com-
munity Development Foundation; and

Whereas, Dr. William Lofty was a man dedi-
cated to his community, his church and his
God; and

Whereas, Dr. William Lofty selflessly gave
of himself to provide scholarship aid to local
students and gave them an inspiring figure to
look up to.

Therefore, | join with family, friends and the
entire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in
congratulating Dr. William Lofty and thanking
him for his generosity to the community.

A TRIBUTE TO MS. NANCY DORAN
HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to pay tribute to Ms. Nancy
Doran who was awarded the 2005 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the
Second Congressional District of Maryland’s
Veterans Advisory Group.

It is with great pleasure that | bring before
you a woman who has selflessly committed
herself to helping lift the spirits of United
States Veterans.

On Tuesday evenings for the past 32
years, Ms. Doran and her dog Duffy perform
voluntary pet therapy services at the Baltimore
Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation and Extended
Care Center.

Ms. Doran and her dog have made approxi-
mately one hundred eighty-eight visits so far,
and stay for about 90 minutes each time;
which is a tremendous act of kindness.

As a result of Duffy’s presence, typically
non-verbal veterans speak to Duffy while pet-
ting him and giving him treats. Duffy allows
them to reminisce about their own dogs and
gives them an opportunity to experience a
pleasant evening of memories, friendship, and
fellowship.

| believe this country should honor the serv-
ice and sacrifices of those who place them-
selves in harms-way to protect the freedoms
of the American citizens. The Veterans Advi-
sory Group provides an excellent opportunity
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for me to share pending legislation with people
who have done just that, as well as, gain their
perspective on specialized issues.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me,
and the Veterans Advisory Group to commend
Ms. Nancy Doran for her efforts to visit with
and care for the United States Veterans. She
has gone above and beyond to aid those who
have dedicated their lives to service our great
country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote
No. 571 on H.R. 1973, | was unavoidably de-
tained.

Had | been present, | would have voted

yea’.

«,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, No-
vember 3, 2005 | was unavoidably detained
thus missed rolicall vote No. 568.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote No. 568, in support of
H.R. 4128, the “Private Property Rights Pro-
tection Act’—legislation that | voted in support
of in the House Judiciary Committee.

A PROCLAMATION CONGRATU-
LATING MRS. VERDA C. JONES
UPON HER RECOGNITION AS A
GREAT PHILANTHROPIST

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Verda Jones was nominated by
Ms. Susan Urano of the Athens Foundation;
and

Whereas, Verda Jones saw what the poten-
tial of the goodwill from a few dedicated citi-
zens could lead to; and

Whereas, Verda Jones inspired many to
contribute to what would eventually become
the Athens Foundation, an endowment for the
benefit of Athens.

Therefore, | join with family, friends and the
entire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in
congratulating Mrs. Verda C. Jones and thank-
ing her for her generosity to the Athens com-
munity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
November 7, 2005, | was unable to cast my
floor vote on rollcall Nos. 570, 571, and 572.

November 8, 2005

The votes | missed included a motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to Recognizing the
40th anniversary of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil's Declaration on the Relation of the Church
to Non-Christian Religious, Nostra Aetate, and
the continuing need for mutual interreligious
respect and dialogue; a motion to suspend the
rules and agree to the Senator Paul Simon
Water for the Poor Act; and a motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to Supporting the
goals and ideals of National Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall votes Nos. 570,
571, and 572.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LT. COLONEL ALBERT
B. GUESS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a decorated war veteran and
committed community activist. Lt. Colonel Al-
bert B. Guess says his greatest ambition is
“the utilization of his resources, knowledge
and experiences to promote the well being
and welfare of others.” | believe he has
achieved this goal in every facet of his life.

Albert B. Guess was born in Santee, South
Carolina to farming parents. As a young man,
he enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1943, serving
for 3 years until his discharge as a Corporal.
Colonel Guess used the G.l. Bill to attend
South Carolina State University, and joined
the college’s ROTC program. His early life on
the farm led him to earn a Bachelor of
Science degree in Agriculture, and upon grad-
uation he was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant.

After college, Colonel Guess taught agri-
culture, mathematics and science at Barr
Street High School in Lancaster, South Caro-
lina. At the same time, he served as the Direc-
tor of the area veterans and adult farm pro-
gram that taught hands-on farming practices
and management.

Colonel Guess was recalled to the Army in
May 1951, where he served another 20 years.
His military career took him to New Guinea,
the Phillipine Islands, Japan, Korea, Alaska,
and he served 2 tours in Vietnam. He earned
many awards and decorations for meritorious
actions and service including the Combat In-
fantryman’s Badge. Colonel officially retired
from active duty in June 1971 as a Lt. Colo-
nel.

After leaving the military, Colonel Guess re-
turned to South Carolina and his wife’s home-
town of Marion. There he became very active
in the community, and that is how | first met
him. He served as President of the Marion
County Branch of the NAACP, and was instru-
mental in negotiating the majority-minority sin-
gle member districts for the Marion City Coun-
cil and the Marion County Council. He also led
numerous voter registration and voter partici-
pation drives.

Colonel Guess has also been very active in
Marion School District One. He has served as
a hearing officer helping to represent the inter-
est of parents and children in the district. He
has been deeply involved in ensuring that the
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