November 8, 2005

portable energy that is easy to put on
a ship and bring it here, because by the
time you compress it and liquify it,
bring it here and convert it back to gas
it costs money and costs time to do
that, and we have got limited capacity.

We are looking to build a couple
more liquefied natural gas plants refin-
ing plants to convert from liquid into
gas again. It takes time to do that. But
we have a tremendous supply of nat-
ural gas on the Outer Continental Shelf
in the United States. And God bless
Ronald Reagan for drawing that dotted
line out there at 200 miles offshore in
the United States. I believe that was in
about 1983. When he did that he opened
up a tremendous amount for energy re-
sources for the United States, not just
natural gas, other minerals out there
too that we have not even found yet,
plus a lot of crude oil in the same areas
where you will find natural gas in
many cases. But that 200-mile limit
that Reagan defined for us is a limit
that lets us have an almost unlimited
supply of natural gas.

Now, I will give you some examples
here on how that works. The North
Slope of Alaska, where we went up
there in 1972 to open that area up and
drill for oil on the North Slope of Alas-
ka, where we had to build the pipeline
from up there down to Valdez in order
to put that oil on tankers to get it
down here to the lower 48 States so we
could market it.

But the provision was not in place at
that time to build a natural gas pipe-
line because why would you pipe nat-
ural gas down to Valdez to compress it
into liquid, put it on a ship, send it
down to California, turn it back into a
gas when you had a countryside that
had all this natural gas in it, natural
gas that was probably less than 2 bucks
back there in 1972.

So we did not develop the natural
gas, but it is there. The wells are
drilled. It is available. There is 38 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas on the
North Slope of Alaska sitting up there
right now. It needs a pipeline down to
the Lower 48. It is over 4,700 miles from
Prudhoe Bay, mile post zero on the
Alaska pipeline on down to Kansas
City if you want to pick a place in the
middle of the country, over 4,700 miles.

If you go the other way and go south,
where is there a lot of gas south? Well,
we know offshore in Louisiana, off-
shore on the entire gulf coast.

Go a little farther. Venezuela, there
is gas that we are paying $14.50 for is
$1.60 there. You know that is only 2,700
miles from the coast of Venezuela up to
Kansas City and it is 4,700 miles from
Kansas City to Prudhoe Bay and the
North Slope of Alaska.

But it is not just a measure of a pipe-
line from Alaska to Kansas City which,
I do support that because I want more
energy into the Lower 48 States for a
lot of different ways. But it is not the
measure then of 4,700 miles from Alas-
ka to Kansas City versus Kansas City
to Venezuela.

It is because there is another meas-
ure, and that is the measure of 406
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cubic feet of natural gas that is on the
Outer Continental Shelf that is right
there next to already processing
plants, pipelines, drill rigs. We have
the network all there. All we need to
do is expand that drilling.

This country needs it. And these
Americans deserve it. We need to drive
this $14.50 price down. We have got to
cut it by half at least. We can do it if
we can open 406 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas.

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I guess I want to conclude
with the following, that there is no one
who has a good argument that we do
not need to open a supply of natural
gas. There are those who think there
are other ways to do it, that LNG is
the big answer. I do not think that is
the big answer. It can be a help. But we
what we really need to do, the natural
gas supply that is the most readily
available to population centers of this
country is the Outer Continental Shelf.

All leading nations produce there,
and they have clean beaches. They
have great tourism. It does not have to
be a detriment. And I urge those from
Florida and California who keep decry-
ing that this is going to be the demise
of their beaches and their tourism to
show me the facts. Do not give me
rhetoric. Do not make brash state-
ments. Give me the facts of where a
natural gas producing well has polluted
a beach.

I am asking Florida and California,
who are huge consumers of natural gas,
to join with us and be a part of the so-
lution. This is a problem facing Amer-
ica. We cannot afford to have two
States holding up the energy policy of
this country who are the largest con-
sumers of natural gas in enormous
amounts per capita compared to other
States, who use most of their elec-
tricity that is made with natural gas.
And I urge them to come to the table
as part of the solution. Show me where
natural gas wells have polluted the
beach, and I will be there.

I have had no one take me up on that
offer. Natural gas wells or natural gas
flowing out of steel pipe into a collec-
tion system into our homes, into our
factories. Natural gas will depend on
whether America remains a competi-
tive nation. It is so entwined in our
economy and our lives that we cannot
continue to have government curtail
the production and expand the use.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3146

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 3146.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Georgia?

There was no objection.
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NEWS YOU WILL NOT HEAR ABOUT

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
while watching the nightly news last
night, I was shocked by the stories
being reported or, more accurately, by
those stories that were not being re-
ported.

What, you say. Well, during the
month of October we added over 50,000
jobs to our economy. Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma wreaked
havoc in cities across our gulf coast,
displacing hundreds of thousands of
people from their homes and jobs.

During this time, our economy was
still able to continue to grow in the
face of these tragic events. Our Repub-
lican policies worked to stimulate the
economy. Job creation averaged 194,000
per month for the year prior to Hurri-
cane Katrina. Third quarter GDP in-
creased by 3.8 percent, capping 10 quar-
ters of growth in a row. Yet you would
not know it unless you searched deep
past the front pages of your local pa-
pers. There have been increases in new
and existing home sales, declines in un-
employment, and increases in business
investment. All good news.

Mr. Speaker, an examination of the
facts makes it quite clear. Republicans
have a plan to reform the Federal Gov-
ernment and increase savings for all
the American people.

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 4, 2005,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK)
is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to address the House once
again, and we would like to thank the
Democratic leadership for allowing us
to have one more hour on the 30-some-
thing Working Group tonight. We have
been coming to the floor daily and
mainly speaking recently about the
budget and what effects it is going to
have on the American people through-
out this country.

We have asked our colleagues within
the working group to come to the floor,
share some of their concerns, talk
about our Democratic alternative,
which failed in committee, not because
it was not an alternative of merit and
of commitment and making sure that
we place ourselves in heading in the di-
rection towards the balanced budget by
2012, but it failed because we were in
the minority. One Republican on the
opposite side of the aisle did vote
against the proposal that will be com-
ing to the floor in the coming days,
seeing it in a way that fiscal responsi-
bility is important but making sure
that we do not leave Americans behind
who sent us up here to represent them.

I am honored tonight to be joined by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
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