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Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall
Harman
Hart
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Higgins
Hinojosa
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Jenkins
Jindal
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Markey
Marshall
Matheson

Ackerman
Andrews
Berman
Boswell
Brady (PA)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny

Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinney
McMorris
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler

Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Nunes
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey

Olver

Ortiz
Osborne
Otter

Oxley
Pastor

Paul

Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts

Platts

Poe

Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi

Reyes
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard

NAYS—1
Abercrombie
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Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sabo
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz (PA)
Schwarz (MI)
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Sodrel
Souder
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Strickland
Stupak
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wexler
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Young (AK)

NOT VOTING—39

Conyers
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (TN)
Dingell
Gutknecht
Harris
Hastings (FL)

Hayes

Hinchey

Jones (OH)
Kilpatrick (MI)
Lee

Marchant
Meeks (NY)

Millender- Pascrell Towns
McDonald Payne Velazquez
Napolitano Serrano Waters
Norwood Sherman Westmoreland
Owens Skelton Whitfield
Pallone Solis Young (FL)
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
vote No. 576 on H.R. 3770, | was unavoidably
detained. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote
No. 576 on H.R. 3770, | was unavoidably de-
tained. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
missed four votes on November 8th, 2005.
Had | been present | would have voted “no”
on tabling the Obey motion to instruct the con-
ferees of H.R. 3010; “yea” on H. Res. 38 (Ex-
pressing support for the accession of Israel to
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development); “yea” on H. Res. 302
(Recognizing and commending the continuing
dedication and commitment of employers of
the members of the National Guard and the
other reserve components who have been mo-
bilized during the Global War on Terrorism
and in defense of the United States); and
“yea” on H.R. 3770 (Grant W. Green Post Of-
fice Building Designation Act).

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
personal reasons require my absence from
legislative business scheduled for today, Tues-
day, November 8, 2005. Had | been present,
| would have voted “no” on tabling the motion
to instruct offered by Representative DAVID
OBEY on H.R. 3010, (Roll Call No. 573); “yea”
on H. Res. 38, a resolution expressing support
on lsrael’'s accession to the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(Roll Call No. 574); “yea” on H. Res. 302, rec-
ognizing and commending employers of the
members of the National Guard and other re-
serve components (Roll Call No. 575); and
“yea” on H.R. 3770, the Grant W. Green Post
Office Building Designation Act (Roll Call No.
576).

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, though | was
absent on Tuesday, November 8, 2005 for
medical reasons, | wish to have my intended
votes recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
for the following votes:

Rollcall vote 573 on the Motion to Table the
Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair on Motion to
Instruct Conferees on H.R. 3010—"yea”; roll-
call vote 574 on H. Res. 38—"yea,” Rollcall
vote 575 on H. Res. 302—*“yea,” Rollcall vote
576 on H.R. 3770—"yea.”
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from early afternoon votes in
the U.S. House of Representatives on Nov. 8,
2005 due to an important meeting | had with
the New Zealand Ambassador in St. Paul,
Minnesota. During this meeting, the Ambas-
sador and | discussed agricultural trade
issues.

Had | been present in the U.S. House of
Representatives, | would have voted “aye” on
the following bills:

Motion to Table the Appeal of the Ruling of
the Chair on Motion to Instruct Conferees; H.
Res. 38; H. Res. 302; H.R. 3770.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, postponed
votes on motions to suspend the rules
and pass H.R. 1953 and S. 1894 will be
taken at a later time.

———

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 3010, DEPARTMENTS OF
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees: Messrs. REGULA,
ISTOOK, WICKER, Mrs. NORTHUP, Mr.
CUNNINGHAM, Ms. GRANGER, Messrs. PE-
TERSON of Pennsylvania, SHERWOOD,
WELDON of Florida, WALSH, LEWIS of
California, OBEY, HOYER, Mrs. LOWEY,
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, and Ms.
ROYBAL-ALLARD.

There was no objection.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2048

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
have my name removed as a cosponsor
of H.R. 2048.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

SEVERE RESTRICTIONS TO AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING FUND ILL-
ADVISED

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, a couple weeks ago the major-
ity in the House narrowly imposed on
the bill creating an affordable housing
fund with funds from Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac severe restrictions to keep
insidious left-wing organizations from
undermining the stability of this coun-
try. I have a letter here from one of the
organizations that was so targeted. It
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is that radical group known as the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul, a set of
groups in local communities that, to
quote them, ‘‘pray at each meeting
that families and those who have no
home quickly may find a place in
which they can live a decent and happy
life.”

Here is what this subversive organi-
zation of deeply religious people dedi-
cated to trying to help the poor have to
say:

“Our members live in communities
across the country. They serve individ-
uals and families with no homes, fami-
lies on the verge of homelessness. We
see what they are going through. Many
Councils of the Society provide shelter
and housing for the poor. The poor
need a voice just as much as Americans
who have the financial ability to own
their own homes. They, too, should be
allowed the privilege to register to
vote, regardless of where they live; and
nonprofits should not be penalized for
providing them an opportunity to do
s0.”

COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES,
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL,
St. Louis, MO, November 2, 2005.
Hon. BARNEY FRANK,
Rayburn HOB, Washington, DC.

DEAR REP. FRANK: As National President
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul rep-
resenting 116,000 members across the United
States in 4,000 parishes, I urge you to:

1. Support the Affordable Housing Fund in
the GSE legislation (H.R. 1461), but without
restricting an organization’s right to engage
in voter registration.

2. Oppose any language that restricts voter
registration and freedom of affiliation by
non-profit and public organizations when
using their own funds.

3. Tell House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-
IL) and Financial Service Chairman Mike
Oxley (R-OH) to reject these restrictions and
bring the bill to the floor for a vote without
this language.

Members of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul pray at each meeting ‘‘that families
and those who have no home may quickly
find a place in which they can live a decent
and happy life.” I ask that you help us to
continue to make this a reality.

It is our belief that it is the right of every
American to vote. Access to the privilege to
register to vote should not be conditioned
upon where people live or what their finan-
cial condition is. Nonprofit organizations
such as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
work tirelessly to serve the poor. It is irre-
sponsible to hold organizations hostage by
this restrictive measure that impinges on
the rights of poor Americans and upon those
who seek to help give a face and a voice to
the many that are voiceless. We see from the
recent tragedies in the south that there are
many poor and today many more homeless
who need shelter. Adding such limitations on
those who are trying so hard to help is
wrong.

The Society has been serving the poor in
America for over 150 years. Our members live
in communities across the country. They
regularly visit and serve individuals and
families with no homes, families on the
verge of homelessness, and families who live
in hazardous and substandard conditions. We
see what they are going through. Many
Councils of the Society provide shelter and
housing for the poor. The poor need a voice
just as much as Americans who have the fi-
nancial ability to afford their own homes.
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They, too, should be allowed the privilege to
register to vote regardless of where they
live, and nonprofits should not be penalized
for providing them an opportunity to do so.
Sincerely,
JOSEPH FLANNIGAN,
National President,
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
0 1330

ASSURED FUNDING FOR VET-
ERANS HEALTH CARE ACT OF
2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, this is
the week upon which the Nation will
solemnly recognize the holiday known
as Veterans Day, a day out of the year
when we should pause to recognize the
sacrifice of those 25 million who have
served our Nation and the 2.2 million
people serving today in uniform, many
on the front lines in Iraq, Afghanistan,
or in other hot spots around the world.

This is not the only day in which we
should recognize the sacrifice that
those who have served in the past have
given or the current sacrifice of the
veterans and the active-duty military
and their families, but we should do
that every day. And the way Congress
could do that best would be to assure
veterans that the United States Gov-
ernment will keep its promises, prom-
ises that were made to them and their
families at the time of enlistment.

Unfortunately, we have fallen short.
Until this year the administration had
consistently underfunded veterans’
benefits, and in fact, even earlier this
year the President’s proposed budget
would have claimed a substantial in-
crease in health care funding for vet-
erans, but actually would have done
that by taxing veterans with a $250 en-
rollment fee for 2.2 million veterans
and doubling the prescription drug co-
payment. It was not too many years
ago that we had no required copayment
for veterans. We should return to that
time for vets in need.

These are quotes from the Veterans
of Foreign Wars; since we do not want
this to be a partisan issue, let us quote
from a nonpartisan group about the
President’s budget:

“This budget will cause veterans
health care to be delayed and may re-
sult in the return of 6-month-long
waiting periods. That is especially
shameful during a time of war.”” This is
from the VFW, February 7, 2005.

“The message that this budget com-
municates is that part of the Federal
Government deficit will be balanced on
the back of military veterans,” he said,
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““because it’s clear that the proper
funding of veterans health care and
other programs is not an administra-
tion policy.” Again, a quote from the
VFW.

The American Legion, same day:
‘“‘This is not acceptable,” said Thomas
P. Cadmus, national commander. “‘It’s
nothing more than a health care tax
designed to increase revenue at the ex-
pense of veterans who served their
country.” He went on to say that dur-
ing his visits to VA hospitals, he had
not run into Bill Gates, Donald Trump,
or Ross Perot seeking care. He sees
mostly veterans, many on small fixed
incomes, trying to make ends meet and
exercising their very best health care
option, Cadmus observed.

“No active-duty servicemember in
harm’s way should ever have to ques-
tion the Nation’s commitment to vet-
erans. This is the wrong message at the
wrong time to the wrong constituent.”
Again, the commander of the American
Legion.

Why is the Republican-led Congress
not listening to that? This week they
are going to struggle mightily to cut
programs important to middle-income
families, student loans and other pro-
grams. Then, in the near future, they
are going to struggle mightily to pass
$70 billion of new tax cuts for people
who earn over $300,000 a year. But are
they going to struggle or are they even
going to allow a vote here on the floor
of the House of Representatives on
H.R. 515, the Assured Funding for Vet-
erans Health Care Act?

There is no better way that the elect-
ed Representatives could celebrate
Veterans Day here in the United States
than by bringing up and passing this
legislation that would, for all future
budgets, assure that there would be
adequate funding for veterans. They
are already threatening a 2 percent
across-the-board cut on that side of the
aisle after they do the tax cuts for the
rich people, because then we will be
having to increase the size of the def-
icit despite the cuts to middle- and
low-income programs, and that, of
course, would hit hard again on vet-
erans’ programs.

We need assurances that that is not
going to happen again. We need to
properly recognize their service. The
pay raises for Members of Congress,
those are going forward in the House,
although I oppose them. But somehow
we cannot get the additional funding
and the assured funding we need for
our Nation’s veterans.

Please, to the leadership, my Repub-
lican colleagues, and those on my side
of the aisle, let us not just go home and
march in the parades and tell people we
are with the veterans. Let us dem-
onstrate that with a vote of support on
assured funding, mandatory funding,
for every future budget year so that we
will not go through these future strug-
gles.

I have had too many calls from too
many veterans to my district office
where we have tried to help them get
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