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in for critically needed care because of
the extraordinary waiting lists in my
part of the country, and I know that is
not unique. We have got to do away
with those waiting lists and deliver on
the promises we have made.

Happy Veterans Day.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

NICS AND HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, every
week I stand here and I talk about
common-sense approaches to reducing
gun violence in this country, and yet
this body sees fit to chip away at exist-
ing laws. So tonight I want to talk
about the effects of gun violence in
terms that everybody in this body un-
derstands, dollars and cents.

Throughout America our States are
experiencing extraordinary budget
problems, forcing them to cut spending
on many important initiatives. A great
deal of these budget woes are caused by
skyrocketing health care costs, and the
proposed cuts for Medicaid are not
going to help the situation.

Among the initiatives being ne-
glected because of State budget
crunches is the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check. NICS is the
database used to determine whether an
individual is legally allowed to pur-
chase a gun or not. Since its inception
in 1994, NICS has been a great success.
More than 700,000 individuals have been
denied a gun for failing a background
check.

However, the NICS system is only as
good as the information that is in it,
and because of tight budgets, updating
the NICS database has fallen off the
radar for many States. But as Congress
continues to weaken our gun laws, we
increasingly rely on the National In-
stant Background Check System to as-
sure our constituents that guns do not
fall into the wrong hands. But, unfor-
tunately, the NICS database has be-
come dangerously incomplete.

For example, half of all States have
entered less than 60 percent of their
convicted felons into the NICS system.
Thirteen States have failed to enter
the subjects of restraining orders stem-
ming from domestic violence into the
NICS system. And, of course, in all 50
States, people who are listed on the
terrorist watch list cannot get on a
plane, but they can buy a gun. This de-
fies common sense.

I have introduced H.R. 1415, legisla-
tion that will require States to enter in
all NICS information as quickly as pos-
sible. My bill would also provide grants
to States that do not have the re-
sources needed to update their data-
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bases. These grants will not only keep
guns out of the hands of felons, but will
reduce the States’ out-of-control
health care costs as well.

Of course, Congress will not allow
funding for the Centers for Disease
Control to study the economic impact
of gun violence, so we have to use data
from independent sources. Independent
sources have shown gun violence costs
our economy over $100 billion a year,
$100 billion a year. In fact, each gun
death costs our economy $2.8 million.
And much of the cost is picked up by
the State and local governments.

Gun violence increases law enforce-
ment spending. Gun violence costs the
economy lost productivity. And while
Congress will not let us learn the exact
amount, gun violence costs our health
care system billions each and every
year. And since gun violence plagues so
many low-income communities, vic-
tims are often uninsured. And who
picks up the tab for uninsured victims
of gun violence? American taxpayers.
That is who.

Passage of H.R. 1415 would serve as
preventive medicine for the public
health care system in many States.
This legislation would prevent gun vio-
lence without infringing on anyone’s
second amendment rights. Nobody in
this body believes convicted felons
should be able to own guns. In fact,
H.R. 1415 passed the House by a voice
vote in the 107th Congress. Unfortu-
nately, the other body did not have
time to pick the bill up. But the bill
had the support of several Senators
who are known for their strong support
of gun rights.

We have an opportunity to reduce
health care costs and save lives by im-
proving the NICS system. Mr. Speaker,
let us pass H.R. 1415, the NICS Enforce-
ment and Improvement Act, before the
end of the year. Let us give the States
the help that they need.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

THE REPUBLICANS’ BUDGET
CHOICES

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, more
than 10 years have passed since the Re-
publican Party issued its ‘‘Contract
With America.”

This week Congress will vote on
budget cuts and sacrifices that only
middle-class America is asked to bear.
These budget cuts have less to do with
deficit reduction than they have to do
with making the richest among us
more comfortable in the face of bad
economic times, massive health care
costs and unfunded mandates passed on
to State and local governments.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, middle America
is waking up to the bad news that
Democrats have long known, and that
is that the budget choices put forth by
Republicans show that Republicans
have a ‘“‘Contract on America.”

In the release of The Status of Work-
ing Families in Indiana, Indiana has
had a dramatic increase in the number
of persons in poverty during the past
few years and has seen household in-
comes decline for the sixth year in a
row. Job growth has been slow and
wages have continued to be stagnant.
The poverty rate for children in Indi-
ana has jumped sharply in the past 3
years from 10.5 percent in 2002 to 18.5
percent in 2004. Indiana’s childhood
poverty rate is now greater than the
Nation’s, which is 17.8 percent.

Employment: From May, 2000, to
January, 2002, Indiana lost 122,000 jobs
due to the national economic slowdown
and recession. Since September, 2003,
Indiana has been on the road to recov-
ery, but as of July, 2005, it was still
46,000 jobs below the level reached 5
years ago.

Wages: Indiana’s wages have been
stagnant for the past several years and
have not kept pace with the average
wages in the United States. By 2004,
the average annual wage in Indiana
had fallen to just over 88 percent of the
U.S.

Incomes: Based on 2-year averages,
Indiana’s median household income has
declined steadily since 1998 and 1999,
when it was $46,136. By 2003 to 2004, it
had fallen to $42,946.

In our rush to cut the budget on the
backs of the poorest of Americans, we
need, Mr. Speaker, to counteract that
abusive act against middle-class and
poor people and restore some economic
sanity to the Nation’s budget, to the
United States of America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) is recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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IRAQ AND TORTURE

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Yogi
Berra once told us that ‘“When you ar-
rive at a fork in the road, you should
take it.”” Well, the United States has
reached a fork in the road when it
comes to torturing other human
beings, and it is time we took it, once
and for all.
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Senator JOHN MCCAIN has offered an
amendment to the Defense appropria-
tions bill clarifying that the United
States Government, including the mili-
tary and the CIA, does not condone the
use of torture, putting the United
States in a position to set an example
for the rest of the world by clearly af-
firming our opposition to the use of
torture as a military tactic.

Yet if the Bush administration has
its way, Congress will reject this
amendment, reserving its right to em-
ploy the use of torture in certain situa-
tions. That is right: The Bush adminis-
tration has come out against an
amendment that states for the record
that the United States opposes the use
of torture. Do they really want people
to think we support torture?

For one thing, America’s use of tor-
ture certainly has not helped us win
any friends so far. It did not win us
friends when it was revealed that the
American military had abused pris-
oners at Guantanamo Bay. It did not
win us any friends when thousands of
photographs were released showing
U.S. servicemembers torturing, beat-
ing, humiliating, and generally vio-
lating Iraqi prisoners of war. And it
certainly did not win us any friends
last week when it was revealed that
the United States might possess dozens
of top-secret military prisons in East-
ern Europe for the sole purpose of vi-
ciously interrogating enemy prisoners.
Never mind the fact that torture as a
tactic does not provide accurate re-
sults. Individuals who are placed in un-
bearable situations will say just about
anything to end the pain that they are
suffering. Yet, even if torture produced
positive results, it violates every single
principle that our country stands for.

I am not the only one that under-
stands this. Most Members of Congress
on both sides of the aisle are opposed
to torture. This weekend, Senator
CHUCK HAGEL, who is no stranger to
conservative politics, did not pull any
punches when he said, ‘I think the ad-
ministration is making a terrible mis-
take in opposing JOHN MCCAIN’S
amendment on detainees and torture.”
He said, ‘“‘making a terrible mistake.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Yet, the President responds with the
same tired talking points. Yesterday,
he tried to justify his opposition to the
McCain amendment by saying, our
President, “We will aggressively pur-
sue the enemy, but we will do so under
the law.”” Then he went on to say, ‘“We
do not torture.”

Mr. Speaker, does the President
think he can paper over this problem
and expect it to go away? If the Presi-
dent is so adamant that the United
States does not torture, why does he
continue to oppose the McCain amend-
ment banning the use of torture? Un-
fortunately, this is just business as
usual for an administration that has
time and again taken the wrong path
when arriving at a fork in the road.

Let us not forget that there were
plenty of other options for the United
States before the President made the
decision to go to war in Iraq, a war
that has subsequently cost the lives of
nearly 2,100 American soldiers, un-
counted tens of thousands of innocent
Iraqi civilians, and caused grave inju-
ries to another 15,000 American sol-
diers.

Now, the President and his adminis-
tration have yet another choice. They
ought to take the high road when it
comes to permanently ending the use
of torture, and they ought to take the
high road in bringing our troops home
from Iraq and returning Iraq to the
Iraqi people.

The Bush administration can never
take back the many mistakes that
have been made over the past several
yvears: A failed war in Iraq, heinous
acts of torture around the world, and a
shamefully cynical foreign policy that
has put Americans at greater risk than
ever before.

But we are at another crossroads, and
it is not too late to take the right path.
If we do not, we risk suffering another
Yogi Berra prophecy: ‘“Déja vu all over
again.”

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. MCHENRY) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

REPUBLICANS HAVE A PLAN

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to have 5 minutes in
place of the gentleman from North
Carolina.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I did not
plan to use these 5 minutes; but as we
hear Bush-bashing and bashing of the
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Republicans as you walk through the
Halls of our Chambers here, I think it
is appropriate that we do take a
minute to respond.

We just heard more Bush-bashing
about accusations of torture in Iraq. I
wonder where some of these same peo-
ple were when Abu Ghraib prison had
the torture of thousands of innocent
Iraqi civilians and other people in that
society who had their limbs lopped off,
who were taken to the precipice out-
side of the prison and lined up, to deal
with prison-crowding. A former Iraqi
prisoner told some of us Members of
Congress they would line up the pris-
oners and then shoot them in front of a
ditch and then bury them. One escaped
who had been shot several times and he
told us that story.

The Bush administration has wanted
to stop the torture of people in that
prison and the loss of life in that coun-
try. They do not want to talk about
the 300,000 mass graves that we have
uncovered in that country, the slaugh-
ter of his own people that Saddam Hus-
sein conducted.

Then we heard the previous speaker
talk about how bad things are in Amer-
ica under the Bush administration and
Bush policy. They did not tell us that
under the policy of President Bush we
have actually, in just this last fiscal
year that ended the end of September,
we have $100 billion in additional rev-
enue into the United States Treasury.
That is a plan of failure? In one year
we have reduced the deficit, the pro-
jected deficit a year ago by some 25
percent, a sizable feat; we had unem-
ployment before Katrina go to 4.9 per-
cent, one of the lowest percentages on
record, and even in the last quarter,
with the incredible natural disaster
that we faced in the gulf coast and in
Florida, we had a remarkable 3.8 per-
cent economic growth. They do not
want to talk about the jobs that have
been created under this policy.

So we do have a plan. We have a plan
this week or soon to reduce some
spending. We have balanced the budget
before; we can do it again. We can
bring about the reforms, and some of
those are tough reforms, but we have a
plan. It involves reform, and it will re-
sult in savings and we will see contin-
ued growth, economic growth in this
country, and fulfill the dreams of
Americans who want better jobs, who
want lower taxes, less government reg-
ulation, and less litigation. All of those
things, higher taxes, more government
regulation, and litigation, we know
drive jobs and opportunity out of this
great Nation.

So Republicans have a plan. We will
make reforms. They will result in sav-
ings and better opportunities for all
Americans as opposed to the rhetoric
that we have had here on the floor this
afternoon. So I am pleased to present
those items to the House in response to
the rhetoric we have heard.
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