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not one; and they do not offer one vote
to support our fiscal responsibility, not
one. Additionally, they demagogue the
very things we have done that are re-
sponsible.

The statement was made over here
earlier tonight that we have cut $40 bil-
lion from the student loans and that
somehow it is going to come out of the
students, their loans and their aid. Not.
Not $40 billion from the student loans.
The students are not going to notice
any difference unless there is more
cash available, not less, because we
have made administrative changes,
changes that affect the interest rates
and the fees that are being charged by
the lenders. This is not going to affect
the students. This is reform. That is ef-
ficiency in government and efficiency
in business.

But you know the demagoguery
again. If I was as pessimistic as this
and if I had this philosophy, this argu-
ment that everything is wrong and you
cannot trust your Ileadership night
after night after night, I think I would
swim to Cuba and try to find a place
where I would be happy. That would be
my advice to the people that are here
every night tearing down the optimism
of America, undermining the truth
that is America and making it difficult
for us to move forward into this bold
and brave future that we need to.

And, by the way, they have no con-
fidence in our economy. I would go
down through the whole list of eco-
nomic indicators. We have had the
longest period of consistent growth
over 3 percent for 10 consecutive quar-
ters. That is the longest since for the
last two decades to have that kind of
growth. Unemployment is down to 5.0
percent, when 5.6 is considered to be a
pretty good position to be in. It has
been ratcheting down. This economy
has been creating more and more jobs.
Nearly every economic indicator is
stronger and stronger and stronger.

That in the face of the negatives,
that in the face of Hurricane Katrina.
This in 10 consecutive quarters of
growth over 3 percent is after we got
hit by September 11 and the attack on
our financial markets. It is after some
of the business circumstances that
were brought up short by this Con-
gress, and I am pleased that they were,
hit the markets as well. After people
lost confidence in the markets, Sep-
tember 11 came and destroyed the fi-
nancial industry. We still came back
and recovered with 10 consecutive
quarters of growth over 3 percent, Mr.
Speaker.

So this is a strong and robust econ-
omy, and it is a credit to the Bush tax
cuts, those tax cuts that we need to
make permanent, the extra resources,
the billions of dollars that we have in
our Treasury today because we had the
courage to cut taxes so our economy
could grow and create jobs. That is the
kind of vision that is sorely lacking on
the other side. They are good at criti-
cizing, but I am waiting for a positive
agenda, Mr. Speaker.
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This idea that American soldiers
should be, go off and fight without sup-
port for their mission has got to come
back to the people who believe some-
how they can support our soldiers but
not support the mission, Mr. Speaker.
So I just tell you that I am optimistic
about the future of America. I know
our economy is strong. I am optimistic
about the future of our economy.

I am watching a confirmation process
begin over in the United States Senate
for Judge Alito. I think he will be the
individual that comes to the Supreme
Court and begins a constitutional res-
toration process. I am looking forward
to that. We must restore this Constitu-
tion. It has been eroded over the last 30
to 40 years with activist judges.

The Kilo decision was the last straw
for me and a lot of us. I agreed with the
liberals on that. I will say that the
gentleman from Massachusetts and I,
whom we most generally disagree, he
and I agreed and spoke essentially back
to back here on the floor in opposing
the Kilo decision. That is Mr. FRANK
from Massachusetts. When he and I
agree on a constitutional issue I am
going to say and oppose the Supreme
Court, chances are the text of the Con-
stitution ought to be respected.

We will get back to that, Mr. Speak-
er, with this confirmation of Judge
Alito. The corner needs to be turned.
The American people need to be in-
formed on how positive things are over
in Iraq and that our economy is strong
and we are going to move forward in a
bold future with a bold agenda.

We need to pass this reconciliation
act so that we can offset the costs of
Hurricane Katrina. I will do more. We
need to drill for oil in ANWR. We need
to drill for natural gas and oil on our
Outer Continental Shelf and hand this
future over to our children and grand-
children with oil supplies, good tax
programs, a national security program,
a whole package. So, Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate your indulgence tonight and
the privilege to speak to this House.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

PERMISSION TO HAVE UNTIL 2:00
A.M., NOVEMBER 16, 2006 TO FILE
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R.
3068, TRANSPORTATION, TREAS-
URY, HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, THE JUDICIARY,
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the managers
on the part of the House have until 2:00
a.m., November 16, 2005 to file the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 3058,
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, Treasury,
and Housing and Urban Development,
the Judiciary, District of Columbia,
and independent agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Is there objec-
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tion to the request of the gentleman
from Iowa?
There was no objection.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. McCNULTY (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and November 16 on
account of a funeral in the district.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WYNN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATSON, for 56 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MORAN of Kansas) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today
and November 17.

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes, No-
vember 16 and 17.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and November 16, 17, and 18.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, today and No-
vember 16.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, November 16 and 17.

Mr. KING of Iowa, for 5 minutes, No-
vember 16.

Mr. HUNTER, for 56 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. PELOSI, for 56 minutes, today.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2419. An act making appropriations
for energy and water development for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes.
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