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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:45 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable DAVID 
VITTER, a Senator from the State of 
Louisiana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God our saviour, You faithfully an-

swer our prayers with awesome deeds. 
You formed the mountains with Your 
power and quieted the raging ocean. 

Today, bless us with the trans-
forming impact of Your presence. May 
this walk with You strengthen us to 
live blameless lives that honor Your 
name. 

Bless our Senators. Give them the 
courage to speak the truth from sin-
cere hearts. Keep their hearts in tune 
with You. Help them to labor to bring 
life and health where there is death 
and despair. 

Deliver us all from persistent sins 
and make us Your faithful followers. 
We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable DAVID VITTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 15, 2005. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable DAVID VITTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Louisiana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. VITTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing, following leader remarks we will 
begin a 30-minute period for morning 
business. That will be followed by an 
additional 30-minute period of time 
which has been set aside for closing re-
marks on the Defense authorization 
bill. At approximately 10:50 or so this 
morning we are scheduled to begin a 
series of votes which will end with a 
vote on passage of the Defense author-
ization bill. Those stacked votes in-
clude the Warner amendment on Iraq; a 
Levin amendment on Iraq; Senator 
BINGAMAN’s second-degree amendment 
relating to detainees; Senator 
GRAHAM’s underlying amendment on 
detainees, and then final passage of the 
bill. Therefore, we should complete our 
work on the Defense bill by the start of 
our policy lunch recess. 

Yesterday, I mentioned the many 
items that we will need to consider 
prior to adjourning for Thanksgiving. 
The tax reconciliation bill may be 
available as early as later today, and 
we will proceed to that bill under the 
statutory time limit as soon as pos-
sible. We will know a little bit later 
this morning. 

We will continue to expedite consid-
eration of the other appropriations 
conference reports as they arrive at the 
desk and we can clear them with short 
time agreements. We will also consider 

other conference reports I mentioned 
yesterday, the PATRIOT Act, as well 
as the pension bill under an agreement 
now being negotiated. That is the pen-
sion bill. 

If we use all of this time wisely we 
can get through our remaining busi-
ness in this week. I hope we can work 
together during these final days so we 
do not have to work into Saturday or 
longer to complete the items that re-
main. We will have to gauge our 
progress over the next 24 to 48 hours in 
that regard, and I urge everyone to 
keep a flexible schedule over the next 
several days. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 

quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business for up to 30 minutes, 
with the first half of the time under 
the control of the Democratic leader or 
his designee and the second half of the 
time under the control of the majority 
leader or his designee. 

The Senator from Colorado is recog-
nized. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor for a unanimous consent re-
quest by my colleague from Oklahoma. 
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