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In DeKalb County, there are four
counselors for the whole county. Bob
Rosemier is so concerned about the
lack of staff that he is trying to get the
DeKalb County Board to put on coun-
selors to explain this complicated Fed-
eral program.

I am cosponsoring with Senator NEL-
SON and Senator SCHUMER a bill called
the Medicare Informed Choice Act of
2005. I ask any of my colleagues in the
Senate who are receiving phone calls
from seniors in their State facing the
same problems I just described—find-
ing it almost impossible to wade
through this information and make the
right choice, concerned they won’t be
able to do it even in the few months we
have given them, worried over the pen-
alties that could be assessed against
them if they miss the next May 16
deadline—to help us pass this bill be-
fore we go home for Thanksgiving.

This bill does three things. It delays
the late enrollment penalties for an ad-
ditional 6 months so people have an en-
tire year to sign up without penalty. It
gives every Medicare beneficiary the
opportunity to make a one-time
change in plan enrollment at any point
in 2006, so if a senior makes a mistake
and chooses the wrong plan, it can be
remedied. It also protects employees
from being dropped by their former em-
ployer’s plan during the first year of
implementation so that beneficiaries
have time to correct enrollment mis-
takes.

The Medicare Informed Choice Act is
a modest, time-limited step we can
take to ease the pressure on our senior
citizens so that in the first year they
get the decision made and made right,
and if they make a mistake, they will
not be penalized for it.

I urge all my colleagues, if you be-
lieved passionately in this bill as it was
passed—and I did not—at least be sen-
sitive to the people back home who are
struggling to make sense out of this
complicated measure. I urge all my
colleagues to join me in the effort with
Senator NELSON and others to help pro-
tect Medicare beneficiaries during the
benefits implementation period.

——

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1841

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as I ad-
vised before I started speaking, I ask
unanimous consent that S. 1841, the
Medicare Informed Choice Act, be dis-
charged from the Finance Committee
and that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. DEMINT. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair hears an objection.

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 40 minutes as in morning business
and that the time be equally divided
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between myself and the Senator from
South Carolina, and that we may be
permitted to engage in a colloquy dur-
ing that time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY GUARANTEE
ACT OF 2005

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, Sen-
ator DEMINT and I are here tonight to
talk about an issue that has drifted to
the back burner of American political
discourse. It is unfortunate that it has.
It is an issue that both the Senator and
I, and I know many others on this side
of the aisle, have worked to accomplish
diligently now for many years, for me
since 1995, trying to grapple with the
shifting demographics and the changes
that are coming to this country when
it comes to the issue of entitlement
programs.

There is no more important entitle-
ment program that we have to preserve
and protect and save than the Social
Security system. It is the bedrock upon
which our seniors have the security to
meet the needs they have in their later
years in life.

We understand this demographic
timebomb of the baby boom genera-
tion, people living longer, lower birth
rates, all of those things come together
to create a demographic perfect storm
that causes the Social Security not to
be able to pay for the benefits promised
to future retirees. We have tried to put
forward solutions. I put forward solu-
tions. Senator DEMINT has put forward
more than one solution. Other people
on this side of the aisle have done so.
The House has done so. The President
has put forward ideas on how to ad-
dress this problem. We have done so be-
cause we believe it is important for us
to step up to the plate and be serious
about addressing this serious concern
that millions of Americans who are re-
tired, near retirement, and even young-
er Americans have about their ability
to collect their Social Security check.

We fought hard to bring this debate
to a head on the floor of the Senate.
Unfortunately, we have not succeeded.
We have not succeeded because we have
been met with a partisan obstruc-
tionism that is as rock solid as the
marble before me on the rostrum.

The fact is, we have seen no coopera-
tion at all from the other side of the
aisle. Unfortunately, we have not seen
any attempt to come to the table and
try to solve the problems of Social Se-
curity that all sides of the spectrum
admit is looming for future generations
of retirees. That is unfortunate. It is
unfortunate because we have had an
opportunity this year to address an im-
portant issue before the crisis strikes.

One of the great complaints that
Americans have about Congress is that
we wait until the problem is almost
overwhelming us before we do anything
to react to it and therefore end up with
less-than-optimal solutions.

We have an opportunity now, as the
crisis looms but far enough away, to be

November 15, 2005

able to address it in a way that can
spread out the burden and create better
opportunities for future generations of
retirees, and just as importantly, fu-
ture generations of taxpayers and
American families trying to keep the
quality of life and, in fact, improve the
quality of life that we have in America.
But we did not get that accomplished.

What Senator DEMINT and I have de-
cided to do, in cooperation with our
leadership in the Senate, is to try to
take a first step. Using football analo-
gies, which I know the Senator from
Virginia, Mr. ALLEN, loves to use, we
tried to throw the long ball and march
down the field, but we are going to try
to run off tackle here and see if we can
pick up a yard or two to move the ball
down the field to get to the goal of pro-
viding retirement security for future
generations and saving and strength-
ening the Social Security system.

The first play in trying to accom-
plish that is legislation that I have in-
troduced called the Social Security
Guarantee Act of 2005. As I mentioned
before, Americans work very hard and
pay a lot of money. It is the biggest tax
that most Americans pay. The over-
whelming majority of Americans, the
biggest tax they pay is the Social Secu-
rity tax. From the tax they pay, they
expect that benefit to be there when
they retire.

The point is, for those who are at or
near retirement, the answer is that it
will be there. In fact, in looking at the
long-term problems of dealing with So-
cial Security, there is nothing this
Congress should do to affect the near-
term retirees and those who are retired
today. We have said over and over
again, those of us who have been advo-
cates for strengthening the system,
whether it is the President or Senator
DEMINT or Senator FRIST or others,
that we do not want to do anything to
impact those who are near-term retir-
ees and those who are already in the
system.

The reason is twofold. No. 1 is we do
not have to. The system is solvent. In
other words, there is more money com-
ing in than we need to pay out over the
next 15-plus years. Therefore, we do not
need to have any kind of fixes for those
in the short term. The problem is out
in the long term.

The second reason is a matter of fair-
ness and equity. To change the game
literally before someone crosses the
finish line, to move the finish line—or
even the people who have already
crossed that finish line and have ended
up in Social Security, to move it back
would simply be inequitable. People
would not have the opportunity to plan
for that, and it could be very disruptive
to their retirement.

So what Senator DEMINT and I have
suggested in the Social Security Guar-
antee Act is that we put in writing in
the statute what everyone has sort of
agreed to in casual conversation and
even beyond casual conversation. If we
can put that chart up, the Senate re-
cently, March 15 of this year, all 100
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