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Amtrak’s route system so that it oper-
ates where it actually attracts rider-
ship.

I have known many of Amtrak’s
presidents over the years and in my
judgment, David Gunn was one of the
most capable. Not only did he hold an
impressive and lengthy career in the
rail industry prior to coming out of re-
tirement to take the Amtrak job, I
found him to be a man of integrity.

When he testified before hearings 1
chaired in the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee, Mr. Gunn didn’t mince words.
When I first asked him about the so-
called ‘‘glidepath to self-sufficiency”
which his predecessor continually tout-
ed, David Gunn didn’t hesitate to in-
form the committee that it was a
sham.

Mr. Gunn and I didn’t always see eye-
to-eye. Indeed, I disagreed strongly
with his unyielding views about the
continuation of Amtrak’s long distance
trains. But I respected the fact that he
always spoke his views even when it
meant he wouldn’t be telling people
what they wanted to hear. He faced
head on the many problems with Acela
and he was committed to getting Am-
trak’s escalating costs under control.
Again, he is a man of integrity and I
commend him for his service.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On January, 25, 2000 in New York
City, NY, Melissa Hart had just left a
local hotel when eight men threw her
to the ground and attacked her. One of
the assailants held Ms. Hart by her
throat and beat her head against the
sidewalk, while the other assailants
beat her with their fists. The attackers
stripped her of her coat, and stole her
cell phone and approximately $350 from
her purse. According to police, the mo-
tivation for the attack was that Ms.
Hart was a transgender person.

I believe that our Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, in all cir-
cumstances, from threats to them at
home. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act is a major step forward
in achieving that goal. I believe that
by passing this legislation and chang-
ing current law, we can change hearts
and minds as well.

————

FISCAL YEAR 2006 ENERGY AND
WATER APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, al-
though I recognize the important pro-
grams funded by the fiscal year 2006
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Energy and Water appropriations con-
ference report, on balance, I could not
support the bill. The conference report
provides $50 million in funding for the
Department of Energy to develop a
plan for reprocessing spent nuclear fuel
and to select sites suitable for housing
reprocessing facilities. This provision
was not in the Senate version of the
bill and thus was not debated in the
Senate. Because reprocessing raises se-
rious environmental, fiscal, and pro-
liferation concerns, this provision
should have, at the very least, been the
subject of an open and extensive con-
gressional debate before we simply pro-
ceeded down the path directed by the
report language.

I am also concerned that the Energy
and Water appropriations report ex-
tends the authorization of funding for
the Animas-La Plata project. This ex-
tension of funding authorization—
which does not belong in an appropria-
tions bill—is contrary to assurances I
received in 2000 when the Colorado Ute
Indian Water Rights Settlement Act
was amended.

———

NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN
HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to announce the beginning of Na-
tional American Indian Heritage
Month. This November we will honor
the achievements made by American
Indians and Alaskan Natives through-
out the history of our country.

For many years, Native Americans
strived for an official recognition of
their people. The first observance of a
day celebrating the contributions of
American Indians occurred on the sec-
ond Saturday of May 1916 in New York
State. In 1990, Congress, with my sup-
port, passed a joint resolution declar-
ing November 1990 as National Amer-
ican Indian Heritage Month, dedicated
to appreciating the impact of Native
Americans on the foundation and de-
velopment of our Nation.

Rooted in the history and culture of
South Dakota, as well as the United
States, lies the steadfast influence of
the Native American people. The Great
Sioux Nation of South Dakota consists
of nine separate tribes, the Cheyenne
River Sioux, the Crow Creek Sioux, the
Flandreau Santee Sioux, the Lower
Brule Sioux, the Oglala Sioux, the
Rosebud Sioux, the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Oyate, the Standing Rock Sioux, and
the Yankton Sioux. I would like to pay
tribute to the more than 62,000 Native
Americans in South Dakota and the
Native Americans throughout our
country whose presence and traditions
have enriched our communities.

With the commencement of National
American Indian Heritage Month, we
have been given an excellent oppor-
tunity to educate ourselves about the
cultural and historical influence of
American Indians and Alaskan Natives.
In November, I encourage everyone to
join South Dakota in our reverence of
Native Americans with the hope that
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our Government can continue to make
the concerns of American Indians a pri-
ority and to ensure that their freedoms
and way of life are preserved.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING PAULA YEAGER

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life of a great woman, Paula Yeager,
who died last Wednesday after a long
battle with cancer. For 6 years, Paula
served the State of Indiana as the exec-
utive director of the Indiana Wildlife
Federation, IWF. She was a true con-
servationist, a dedicated public servant
and a wonderful mother. Her col-
leagues, friends, and family will miss
her dearly, and I know that sentiment
is shared by countless others across In-
diana and the country.

A career travel agent, Paula first ap-
plied for a job with the IWF in order to
work on meaningful issues—a decision
influenced by her experience with
breast cancer. During her 6-year tenure
with the group, Paula overcame her
relative inexperience and became a
successful activist in conservation
issues through hard work, an unwaver-
ing commitment to diplomacy and
tireless advocacy. As executive direc-
tor, Paula mended the State federa-
tion’s relationship with the National
Wildlife Federation, NWF, improved
the group’s profile with lawmakers,
and confronted many important issues,
including mercury contamination and
wetlands preservation.

Her ability to unite people with dif-
fering interests earned her a reputation
for diplomacy, and that effort paid off
when the Indiana Department of Na-
tional Resources, IDNR, banned fenced
deer hunting in August. The former
IDNR director called Paula the person
“most responsible in Indiana for lead-
ing the effort to ban canned hunting.”

Honored twice with the IWF’s Presi-
dents Award, Paula was named the
Conservationist of the Year in 2001 by
the IDNR, and this past summer the
NWF recognized Paula with their Con-
servation Service Citation.

There is a saying that life is not
about what you take out of it but what
you put back in. Paula lived that senti-
ment to the fullest. Her work made In-
diana a better place to live for all of us.
For that, we will always be grateful to
the courageous travel agent who de-
cided it was time to make a difference
through the IWF.

Indiana lost a great citizen last
week. It is my sad honor to enter the
name of Paula Yeager in the RECORD of
the Senate for her service to Indiana.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. SCOTT MASON
ROULIER

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I rise to pay tribute to a great educator
and a great Arkansan, Dr. Scott Mason
Roulier. Dr. Roulier is being honored
as the 2005 Arkansas Professor of the
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Year by the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching and the
Council for Advancement and Support
of Education, CASE.

Dr. Roulier, Associate Professor of
Political Science, is the 12th professor
from Lyon College, in Batesville, AR,
to receive this honor.

This tribute is in recognition of Dr.
Roulier’s dedication and hard work in
the areas of government and politics in
laying the framework for our Arkansas
undergraduate students to be success-
ful in their careers. He is teaching his
students the value of political action
and involvement in current events as it
relates to local, State and Federal gov-
ernment.

Higher education is an essential ele-
ment of any effort to prepare our work-
force to meet the demands of today’s
global marketplace. I share Dr.
Roulier’s commitment to education
and join him in encouraging more stu-
dents in Arkansas and around our great
Nation to pursue a college education.

Congratulations, Dr. Roulier, and
thank you for your dedication and con-
tribution not only to Lyon College but
also to shaping the minds of our future
leaders.®

————

TRIBUTE TO STEVE PILCHER

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment today to honor
Steve Pilcher, a leader in the Montana
livestock industry. At the end of this
year, Steve will retire from his years of
service as executive vice president of
the Montana Stockgrowers Associa-
tion. His service will be missed, but the
values and leadership Steve brought to
the organization will continue on.

Many American children grew up
with the Saturday Western matinee as
the high point of their week. The ideals
shared by those men in their white
Stetsons were strong, moral, and en-
during. There were some great rules to
live by that were shared by the cow-
boys on the Silver Screen.

Steve took every one of those lessons
to heart. He not only believes in the
“Code of the West”’ those cowboys
shared with us, he continues to live it,
both in his personal life and his profes-
sional life.

Hopalong Cassidy had a Creed for
American Girls and Boys. The first rule
in his creed was, ‘“The highest badge of
honor a person can wear is honesty, be
mindful at all times.” Regardless of
the fallout, Steve does not believe in
bandying the truth. He is always a
square shooter. He has taken the heat
many times for standing by the truth,
but Steve is a man of honor. He knows
the truth is worth whatever adversity
it brings from others who do not feel
the same way.

Gene Autry offered the Ten Com-
mandments of the Cowboy. The first
commandment said, ‘‘A cowboy never
takes unfair advantage.” Steve has al-
ways worked hard to prove that the
ranchers in Montana expect only what
they earn. He knows that you have to
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work those extra hours to make sure
things are fair. Nothing is given to
you.

Also, there was the Lone Rangers
Creed. Perhaps the part Steve took to
heart the most was, ‘“God put the fire-
wood here but every man must gather
and light it himself.”” There is no doubt
Steve Pilcher has been gathering the
firewood for the Montana Stock-grow-
ers. He has worked tirelessly for this
industry and I know he will continue
to light that fire.

As we recognize Steve Pilcher for his
major contributions to not only Mon-
tana’s livestock community but the
Nation’s, there is one more thing that
I must add: Happy Trails my friend,
until we meet again.e

———
HONORING A GREAT IDAHOAN

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would
like to offer a few words today recog-
nizing the full and joyful life of a re-
markable Idahoan, Robert Bershers.
Although Bob and his wife Louise trav-
eled extensively, Idaho was home. He
lived and worked in Coeur d’Alene
where he was active on the Kootenai
County Fair Board from 1983 to 2001,
and he owned and operated a successful
construction business for many years.
Bob lived vigorously, enjoying the life
of a businessman and rancher and, ac-
cording to his daughter Khris, was the
kind of man ‘‘whose idea of going to
the fair was getting there on Wednes-
day just before it opened and staying
through the last spin of the ferris
wheel on Sunday.”

North Idaho was the home of his
heart—from the chilly, grey and wet
winters to the warm and bright sum-
mer days in the mountains and by the
lake; he and Louise never stayed away
too long. But for Bob, it was Idahoans
who made our State truly great. Ac-
cording to his family, Bob loved Idaho
because people take the time to be
friendly. And Bob not only loved that
in others, he lived it himself, taking in
those in need, either four-footed or
two. Louise reminisced recently that
when his children were still at home,
the house had a revolving door of kids
and animals, all finding refuge in their
home when they needed it most.

Bob never failed to tell his children
and family that he loved them. Indeed,
his unfailing dedication to family and
community are true measures of a good
and honorable man. Bob will be sorely
missed by all who knew him, but those
same people will carry on the blessings
his life brought to them.e

———

REPORT OF THE INTENTION TO

ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE EUROPEAN TUNION,
JAPAN, THE REPUBLIC OF
KOREA, AND TAIWAN ON TARIFF
TREATMENT FOR MULTI-CHIP
INTEGRATED CIRCUITS—PM 31

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
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States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 2103(a)(1) of
the Trade Act of 2002, I am pleased to
notify the Congress of my intention to
enter into an agreement with the Euro-
pean Union, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, and Taiwan on tariff treatment
for multi-chip integrated circuits.
Multi-chip integrated circuits are
semiconductor devices used in com-
puters, cell phones, and other high-
technology products.

United States-based companies are
the principal suppliers to the world of
multi-chip integrated circuits. In 2004,
global sales of finished multi-chip inte-
grated circuits were estimated to be
$4.2 Dbillion, and U.S. semiconductor
companies account for roughly half of
those sales.

The United States, the European
Union, the Republic of Korea, and Tai-
wan will apply zero duties on these
products as of an agreed date. The tar-
get date for entry into force of the
Agreement is January 1, 2006. Japan al-
ready applies zero duties on these prod-
ucts and expects to ratify the Agree-
ment formally in 2006. Further, al-
though all major producers of multi-
chip integrated circuits will be parties.
to the Agreement, we will seek to build
on this Agreement by joining together
to work in the World Trade Organiza-
tion to increase the number of coun-
tries granting duty-free treatment to
these products.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 14, 2005.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 2419. An act making appropriations
for energy and water development for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

At 4:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 161. An act to provide for a land
exchange in the State of Arizona be-
tween the Secretary of Agriculture and
Yavapai Ranch Limited Partnership.

The message also announced that the
Speaker appoints the following mem-
ber as an additional conferee in the
conference on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses on the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 3199) to ex-
tend and modify authorities needed to
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