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recommendations on acceptable bio-
logical catch or optimum yield, annual
catch limits, or other mortality limits.
The SSCs are also expected to advise
the councils on a variety of other
issues, including stock status and
health, bycatch, habitat status, and so-
cioeconomic impacts.

We have enhanced the overall effec-
tiveness of this act by improving data
collection and management. Our legis-
lation authorizes a national coopera-
tive research and management pro-
gram, which would be implemented on
a regional basis and conducted through
partnerships between Federal and
State managers, commercial and rec-
reational fishing industry participants,
and scientists. This will improve data
related to recreational fisheries by es-
tablishing a new national program for
the registration of marine recreational
fishermen who fish in Federal waters.
Our legislation also directs the sec-
retary, in cooperation with the coun-
cils, to create a regionally based by-
catch reduction engineering program
which will develop technological de-
vices and engineering techniques for
minimizing bycatch, bycatch mor-
tality, and post-release mortality.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act has
worked well. It has enabled effective
conservation and management of our
fishery resources and allowed for sus-
tainable harvests. Both the U.S. Com-
mission on Ocean Policy and the Pew
Oceans Commission singled out the
fisheries managed by the North Pacific
Council—which does not have an over-
fished or endangered species of fish—as
an example of proper fisheries manage-
ment.

Let me say that again. They singled
out the fisheries management by the
North Pacific Council, which does not
have an overfished or endangered spe-
cies of fish, as an example of proper
fisheries management.

The council consistently sets an opti-
mum Yyield far below the acceptable bi-
ological catch, and the fisheries in its
jurisdiction have remained sustainable
and abundant. That is the North Pa-
cific Council, Mr. President. Our goal is
to build upon this success and ensure
the sustainability of this resource for
generations to come.

Unfortunately, management inter-
nationally and especially on the high-
seas 1is lacking. Industrial foreign
fleets continue to expand and fish in
remote and deep parts of the oceans.
When we first developed this legisla-
tion over 30 years ago, such practices
were unimaginable. The illegal, unre-
ported, and unregulated—we call this
IUU—fishing on the high-seas now
threatens the good management taking
place in U.S. waters that we control.

Our bill strengthens U.S. leadership
in international conservation and man-
agement. It requires the Secretary of
Commerce to establish an inter-
national compliance and monitoring
program and to provide Congress with
reports on our progress in reducing IUU
fishing. This bill also requires the Sec-
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retary to promote international co-
operation and strengthen the ability of
regional fishery management organiza-
tions to combat IUU and other harmful
fishing practices. In addition, this leg-
islation allows the use of measures au-
thorized under the High Seas Driftnet
Act to force compliance in cases where
regional or international fishery man-
agement organizations are unable to
stop IUU fishing.

I have been pleased with the bipar-
tisan approach we have taken on this
bill. My co-chairman, Senator INOUYE,
and I have worked together on this re-
authorization, and I look forward to
working with my colleagues on the
Commerce Committee to move this
legislation forward.

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself
and Mr. INOUYE):

S. 2013. A bill to amend the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to im-
plement the Agreement on the Con-
servation and Management of the Alas-
ka-Chukotka Polar Bear Population; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I in-
troduce today a bill to implement the
provisions of the ‘‘Agreement Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the
Russian Federation on the Conserva-
tion and Management of the Alaska-
Chukotka Polar Bear Population”.
This bill is co-sponsored by Senator
INOUYE.

The United States-Russia Polar Bear
Conservation and Management Imple-
mentation Act of 2005 will amend the
Marine Mammal Protection Act adding
provisions to create a binational U.S.
and Russian Polar Bear Commission.
This commission will be authorized to
determine annual take limits and the
adoption of other measures to restrict
the taking of polar bears for subsist-
ence purposes. The Commission will
also identify polar bear habitats and
“develop recommendations for habitat
conservation measures.”” Additionally,
it prohibits the possession, import, ex-
port, transport, sale, receipt, acquisi-
tion, or purchase of any polar bear, or
any part or product thereof, that is
taken in violation of the Agreement.

This bill will simultaneously support
the conservation of U.S. and Russian
Polar Bear populations and the histor-
ical traditions of indigenous peoples in
the arctic region.

This implementing legislation for the
Polar Bear Treaty is necessary to es-
tablish the needed regulatory and man-
agement entities in both the U.S. and
Russia. The shared population of Polar
Bears that migrate between our two
nations deserve the added protections
and conservation this bill will provide.

The U.S.-Russian Polar Bear Treaty
was completed and signed by both
countries on October 16, 2000. The Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee held
a hearing on the treaty in June of 2003,
and reported it out favorably on July
23, 2003. The full Senate agreed to the
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resolution of advice and consent on the
treaty on July 31, 2003. This legislation
is needed for the U.S. to ratify and im-
plement the treaty. The administra-
tion is supportive of the treaty and the
proposed legislation, as are Alaska Na-
tives, the State of Alaska, and con-
servation groups.

Russia has indicated that once the
U.S. ratifies the treaty, it will prompt-
ly do the same.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 312—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE NEED
FOR THE UNITED STATES TO
ADDRESS GLOBAL CLIMATE
CHANGE THROUGH THE NEGO-
TIATION OF FAIR AND EFFEC-
TIVE INTERNATIONAL COMMIT-
MENTS

Mr. LUGAR (for himself and Mr.
BIDEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 312

Whereas there is a scientific consensus, as
established by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change and confirmed by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, that the contin-
ued buildup of anthropogenic greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere threatens the sta-
bility of the global climate;

Whereas there are significant long-term
risks to the economy and the environment of
the United States from the temperature in-
creases and climatic disruptions that are
projected to result from increased green-
house gas concentrations;

Whereas the potential impacts of global
climate change, including long-term
drought, famine, mass migration, and abrupt
climatic shifts, may lead to international
tensions and instability in regions affected
and thereby have implications for the na-
tional security interests of the United
States;

Whereas the United States, as the largest
economy in the world, is also the largest
greenhouse gas emitter;

Whereas the greenhouse gas emissions of
the United States are currently projected to
continue to rise;

Whereas the greenhouse gas emissions of
developing countries are rising more rapidly
than the emissions of the United States and
will soon surpass the greenhouse gas emis-
sions of the United States and other devel-
oped countries;

Whereas reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions to the levels necessary to avoid serious
climatic disruption requires the introduction
of new energy technologies and other cli-
mate friendly technologies, the use of which
results in low or no emissions of greenhouse
gases or in the capture and storage of green-
house gases;

Whereas the development and sale of cli-
mate-friendly technologies in the TUnited
States and internationally presents eco-
nomic opportunities for workers and busi-
nesses in the United States;

Whereas climate-friendly technologies can
improve air quality by reducing harmful pol-
lutants from stationary and mobile sources,
and can enhance energy security by reducing
reliance on imported oil, diversifying energy
sources, and reducing the vulnerability of
energy delivery infrastructure;
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Whereas other industrialized countries are
undertaking measures to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, which provides the industries
in those countries with a competitive advan-
tage in the growing global market for cli-
mate-friendly technologies;

Whereas efforts to limit emissions growth
in developing countries in a manner that is
consistent with the development needs of
those countries could establish significant
markets for climate-friendly technologies
and contribute to international efforts to ad-
dress climate change;

Whereas the United States is a party to the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, done at New York May 9,
1992, and entered into force in 1994 (herein-
after referred to as the ‘“‘Convention’’);

Whereas the Convention sets a long-term
objective of stabilizing greenhouse gas con-
centrations in the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic in-
terference with the climate system;

Whereas the Convention establishes that
parties bear common but differentiated re-
sponsibilities for efforts to achieve the objec-
tive of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentra-
tions;

Whereas an effective global effort to ad-
dress climate change must provide for com-
mitments and action by all countries that
are major emitters of greenhouse gases, de-
veloped and developing alike, and the widely
varying circumstances among the developed
and developing countries may require that
such commitments and action vary; and

Whereas the United States has the capa-
bility to lead the effort against global cli-
mate change: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States should act to reduce
the health, environmental, economic, and
national security risks posed by global cli-
mate change and foster sustained economic
growth through a new generation of tech-
nologies, by—

(1) participating in negotiations under the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, done at New York May 9,
1992, and entered into force in 1994, and lead-
ing efforts in other international fora, with
the objective of securing United States par-
ticipation in agreements that—

(A) advance and protect the economic and
national security interests of the United
States;

(B) establish mitigation commitments by
all countries that are major emitters of
greenhouse gases, consistent with the prin-
ciple of common but differentiated respon-
sibilities;

(C) establish flexible international mecha-
nisms to minimize the cost of efforts by par-
ticipating countries; and

(D) achieve a significant long-term reduc-
tion in global greenhouse gas emissions; and

(2) establishing a bipartisan Senate ob-
server group, the members of which shall be
designated by the chairman and ranking
member of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate, to—

(A) monitor any international negotiations
on climate change; and

(B) ensure that the advice and consent
function of the Senate is exercised in a man-
ner to facilitate timely consideration of any
applicable treaty submitted to the Senate.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 313—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT A NATIONAL
METHAMPHETAMINE PREVEN-
TION WEEK SHOULD BE ESTAB-
LISHED TO INCREASE AWARE-
NESS OF METHAMPHETAMINE
AND TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC
ON WAYS TO HELP PREVENT
THE USE OF THAT DAMAGING
NARCOTIC

Ms. CANTWELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 313

Whereas methamphetamine is a highly ad-
dictive, man-made drug that can be injected,
snorted, smoked, or ingested orally, the ef-
fects of which include feelings of euphoria
that last for up to 24 hours and psychotic be-
havior such as auditory hallucinations, mood
disturbances, delusions, and paranoia, poten-
tially causing the user to experience homi-
cidal or suicidal thoughts as well as violent
behavior and brain damage;

Whereas the number of admissions to
treatment in which methamphetamine was
the primary substance of abuse increased ex-
ponentially from 20,776 in 1993 to 116,604 in
2003;

Whereas methamphetamine is easily pro-
duced in clandestine laboratories, known as
“meth labs’’, using a variety of volatile and
toxic ingredients available in stores, and
presents a danger to the individual preparing
the methamphetamine, the community sur-
rounding the laboratory, and the law en-
forcement personnel who discover the lab-
oratory;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration reports that domestic meth lab sei-
zures have increased from 7,438 in 1999 to
17,170 in 2004;

Whereas studies have found that meth-
amphetamine use is strongly linked to iden-
tity theft, domestic violence, overall crime
rates, child abuse, and child neglect;

Whereas the National Association of Coun-
ties has conducted surveys with law enforce-
ment and child welfare officials in more than
500 counties, and found that 87 percent of all
law enforcement agencies surveyed reported
increases in methamphetamine-related ar-
rests in recent years, and 40 percent of all
the child welfare officials in the survey re-
ported increased out-of-home placements of
children due to methamphetamine use;

Whereas methamphetamine use and pro-
duction is prevalent around the world;

Whereas approximately 65 percent of the
methamphetamine supply in the United
States is trafficked in the form of a finished
product from other countries;

Whereas the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime reports that more than
30,000,000 people around the world use am-
phetamine-type stimulants, a number that
eclipses the combined global use of cocaine
and heroin;

Whereas methamphetamine and narcotics
task forces, judges, prosecutors, defense at-
torneys, substance abuse treatment and re-
habilitation professionals, law enforcement
officials, researchers, students and edu-
cators, community leaders, parents, and oth-
ers dedicated to fighting methamphetamine
have a profound influence within their com-
munities; and

Whereas the establishment of a National
Methamphetamine Prevention Week would
increase awareness of methamphetamine and
educate the public on effective ways to help
prevent methamphetamine use at the inter-
national, Federal, State, and local levels:
Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) a National Methamphetamine Preven-
tion Week should be established to increase
awareness of methamphetamine and educate
the public on effective ways to help prevent
methamphetamine use at the international,
Federal, State, and local levels; and

(2) the people of the United States and in-
terested groups should be encouraged to ob-
serve National Methamphetamine Preven-
tion Week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 314—DESIG-
NATING THURSDAY, NOVEMBER
17, 2005, AS “FEED AMERICA
THURSDAY”

Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. BEN-
NETT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 314

Whereas Thanksgiving Day celebrates the
spirit of selfless giving and an appreciation
for family and friends;

Whereas the spirit of Thanksgiving Day is
a virtue upon which our Nation was founded;

Whereas 33,000,000 Americans, including
13,000,000 children, continue to live in house-
holds that do not have an adequate supply of
food;

Whereas almost 3,000,000 of those children
experience hunger; and

Whereas selfless sacrifice breeds a genuine
spirit of Thanksgiving, both affirming and
restoring fundamental principles in our soci-
ety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates Thursday, November 17, 2005,
as “Feed America Thursday’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to sacrifice 2 meals on Thursday, No-
vember 17, 2005, and to donate the money
that they would have spent on food to a reli-
gious or charitable organization of their
choice for the purpose of feeding the hungry.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 315—T0O COM-
MEMORATE THE BICENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARRIVAL
OF LEWIS AND CLARK AT THE
PACIFIC OCEAN

Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mrs. MURRAY) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 315

Whereas, on January 18, 1803, President
Thomas Jefferson began an extraordinary
journey by sending a secret message to Con-
gress requesting approval and funding to es-
tablish the ‘‘Corps of Volunteers for North-
west Discovery’ to explore the most direct
and practical water route across the con-
tinent of the United States all the way to
the Pacific Ocean;

Whereas, on May 14, 1804, the journey up
the Missouri River and across the vast and
newly acquired Louisiana Territory began at
Camp Dubois, Illinois, led by Captain
Meriwether Lewis and Second Lieutenant
William Clark;

Whereas after a long year and a half and
4,133 arduous miles, the expedition endured a
dangerous storm of wind, rain, and waves for
6 days at Clark’s Dismal Nitch;

Whereas, on November 13, 1805, the Corps of
Discovery moved further west to Station
Camp and beheld their first comprehensive
view of the Pacific Ocean, and thereby began
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