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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LESBIAN/GAY SERVICE CENTER
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the Lesbian/Gay
Service Center of Greater Cleveland, as they
celebrate thirty years of support, outreach,
education and advocacy on behalf of lesbian
and gay individuals within our community.

In 1975, founding members Ethan Ericsen,
Michael Madigan and Arthur MacDonald em-
braced a collective vision of human rights for
everyone; a vision they transformed into a
haven of support and services, named the
Gay Education and Awareness Resource
Foundation (GEAR). GEAR began the work of
community outreach programs, legal advocacy
efforts and support programs focused on
issues affecting lesbian and gay youth. The
Center continues to build bridges with edu-
cational and social service organizations
throughout the Cuyahoga County, with a
strong focus on the youth of our community.

The project, Safe Schools Are For Every-
one, exists to provide safe social opportuni-
ties, support and leadership training for stu-
dents, teachers and school administrators.
Over the past thirty years, the Center's name
has changed and the scope of services has
expanded, yet the core mission has remained
the same: To craft a kinship of all citizens, gay
and straight, who stand united on a solid foun-
dation of tolerance, acceptance and protection
of the rights and freedoms of all people, re-
gardless of their sexual orientation or gender
identity.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of all leaders and
members, past and present, of the Lesbian/
Gay Service Center of Cleveland. Their collec-
tive effort, work, volunteerism and compassion
serves to bolster the spirit of those still strug-
gling against a tide of oppression. The Cen-
ter's vital work offers the promise that one
day, the shroud of societal ignorance and in-
tolerance will dissolve into the light of freedom
and justice for all.

——————

HONORING JETTE HALLADAY AS
TENNESSEE’'S PROFESSOR OF
THE YEAR

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Jette Halladay, who has been
named Tennessee’s Professor of the Year. |
am proud to say that Dr. Halladay teaches at
my alma mater, Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity, in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Dr. Halladay received this honor at the U.S.
Professors of the Year awards, the only na-
tional awards that recognize outstanding pro-
fessors of undergraduates at our Nation’s col-
leges and universities.

With her emphasis on educational drama,
Dr. Halladay instructs not only future drama
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teachers, but also pre-service elementary
school teachers. Her students learn how to
enhance their lessons with role-playing and
other creative activities. Upon graduation they
are able to develop engaging lessons that are
memorable and educational, such as recre-
ating a journey on the Oregon Trail rather than
just reading a textbook summary of Manifest
Destiny.

Since 1994, Dr. Halladay has infused her
theatre classes with unmatchable enthusiasm
and energy. | hope MTSU and its students are
fortunate enough to benefit from her talents
and unique teaching style for many more
years.

| commend Dr. Halladay for this tremendous
achievement, and | wish her all the best.

——————

HONORING THE CITY OF NORTH
TONAWANDA UPON RECEIVING
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
ARCHITECTURE FRIENDS OF AR-
CHITECTURE AWARD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the City of North Tonawanda
which is being recognized by the American In-
stitute of Architecture with the Friends of Ar-
chitecture Award.

Located midway between the Cities of Buf-
falo and Niagara Falls, North Tonawanda is
the 15th largest city in New York with a popu-
lation of over 33,000 residents.

Formerly a manufacturing hub, under the
leadership of Mayor David Burgio, City Engi-
neer Dale Marshall and Public Works Super-
intendent Gary Franklin, North Tonawanda is
being transformed into a waterfront destina-
tion.

The potential for waterfront development in
Erie County is great and the City of North
Tonawanda has set an example for the rest of
the region.

Gateway Park is a premiere attraction for
residents and tourists alike. Thanks to new de-
sign and infrastructure improvements Gateway
Park has come alive year-round with events
such as Canal Fest, October Fest, Winter
Walk, boat shows, and concerts.

In addition, investments in North Tona-
wanda redevelopment have served as a cata-
lyst for economic growth resulting in new busi-
nesses and jobs in the community.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and
gratitude that | stand here today to recognize
the City of North Tonawanda as a Friend of
Architecture. Their proactive approach to de-
sign and development highlights the natural,

historical and architectural resources right
here in our backyard.

——
PRIVATIZATION OF ENVIRON-

MENTAL HEALTH PERSPECTIVES
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 16, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | sent the at-
tached letter, along with my colleagues, in op-
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position to the proposed privatization of Envi-
ronmental Health Perspectives on November
10, 2005.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, DC, November 10, 2005.

Dr. ELIAS ZERHOUNI,
Director, National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland.

DEAR DR. ZERHOUNI: We write to express
our strong opposition to the proposed privat-
ization of Environmental Health Perspec-
tives (EHP). Doing so places at risk the in-
tegrity and quality of one of the world’s best
independent journals covering the area of
science that deals with the environment and
health. We urge you to reject EHP privatiza-
tion.

EHP is one of the premier academic peer
reviewed journals in the world. It ranks sec-
ond among 132 environmental science jour-
nals, and fifth among ninety public environ-
mental and occupational health journals. If
it were considered among the general med-
ical journals like the New England Journal
of Medicine and JAMA, it would rank tenth.
Early signs indicate that this year, all those
rankings are likely to increase.

Its value and uniqueness stem, in large
part, from its status as a publicly managed
journal. For example, EHP’s independence
directly enhances the quality of the work it
publishes. Their conflict of interest policy is
among the strictest of peer-reviewed jour-
nals. Such a policy might be compromised if
the journal was privately published.

In addition, its public funding source al-
lows it to be an open access journal, which
means anyone with Internet access can get
any EHP article 24 hours after it is accepted
for publication. That is essential because the
vast majority of published research is avail-
able only through increasingly costly jour-
nal subscriptions, institutional license fees,
or per-article purchases. This closed system
leaves the American public—including physi-
cians, public health professionals, patients
and patient groups, students, teachers, li-
brarians and scientists at academic institu-
tions, hospitals, research laboratories, and
corporate research centers—under-informed
about important, timely research results
they helped finance.

Because EHP is publicly funded, important
public health functions are performed that
the private sector would be unlikely to sup-
port. The National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences (NIEHS), which runs
EHP, provides free monthly copies to those
in the developing world, where environ-
mental health problems are, in many cases,
the most severe. NIEHS also provides EHP
classroom materials for universities and
high schools. These non-revenue-generating
programs have high public health value and
would be at risk if EHP were privatized. The
breadth of appeal and academic discipline
that uniquely characterizes EHP would also
be at risk of sustaining a narrowing of scope
more in line with privately run journals.

Finally, NIEHS does a highly efficient job
of running EHP. In the last year, the EHP
budget was $3.3 million, which is less than
one half of one per cent of the NIEHS budget.
In the last four years, they have reduced
their budget by fifteen percent while they
have become an open access journal, ex-
panded their reach to other countries, ex-
panded their educational programs, and dra-
matically increased the quality of the arti-
cles. Despite having this record that any pri-
vate sector establishment would envy,
NIEHS is considering still more cost cutting
measures to further streamline. The impact
of EHP on public health far surpasses its
costs.

Privatizing EHP is unnecessary and un-
wise. It would yield miniscule cost savings
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