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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ADERHOLT).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 16, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROBERT B.
ADERHOLT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, You live among Your
people and guide the destiny of the Na-
tion. In and through the free election
of Your people, You have brought to
this moment of history the Members of
this 109th Congress to be Your instru-
ment of representative leadership and
create the laws that will bind people
together and move this country in a
deliberated direction.

The consequences of decisions made
here, Lord, will have international ef-
fects around the world. Issues left un-
attended will leave many of Your peo-
ple in the darkness of alienation.

So, Lord, once again, we call upon
You to be the true and lasting ruler of
this Nation, because this government
of the people turns to You in faith, now
and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CONAWAY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 269. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 40th anniversary of the White
House Fellows Program.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1499. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow members of
the Armed Forces serving in a combat zone
to make contributions to their individual re-
tirement plans even if the compensation on
which such contribution is based is excluded
from gross income, and for other purposes.

———

TEXAS RICE NEEDS TO GO TO
CUBA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, southeast
Texas has over 40,000 acres of rice
fields. Until recently, the combined
acreage of rice farms in the State of
Texas was about 600,000 acres. That is
bigger than the State of Rhode Island.
Hometown rice farmers, like my friend
Ray Stoesser, are seriously struggling,
however. Ray, like most rice farmers,
simply wants more markets to sell
American rice.

The House and Senate versions of the
Treasury, Transportation appropria-
tions bill enhanced markets and in-
cluded language that would allow agri-
cultural trade to Cuba. The conference
report, however, stripped that language
out and maintains the current trade
embargo. The conferees’ refusal to
allow rice trade to Cuba defies common
sense. It places politics above Amer-
ican farmers like Ray Stoesser, not to
mention it is bad for the American
economy.

The Cuban people will continue to
eat rice. If we do not sell it to them,
they will get it from that communist
nation Vietnam. We hear talk of free
trade. NAFTA, CAFTA, we trade with
the Communists in China, but not sell-
ing rice to Cuba does not punish Castro
and his Communists. It punishes Amer-
ican rice farmers.

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be.

———
GOP ENERGY CHARADE

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, it is
time the Republicans stop their Big Oil
dog and pony show.

Last week, the oil CEOs testified
that the companies had not met with
the Vice President in his office in de-
veloping the energy policy. Well, in to-
day’s Washington Post, those docu-
ments show that they in fact in 2000 did
meet with the Vice President and ad-
ministration officials.

Of course they were involved in the
development of the energy legislation.
How else do you get $16.5 billion in tax-
payer-funded subsidies at a time when
oil is trading at $60 a barrel? None of
the back-room deals come as a surprise
or a shock to any of us. The old adage:
just follow the money.

What is shocking is my Republican
colleagues think they can hold a PR
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