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(1) the issue of which such bond is part is
an issue of the State of Alabama, Louisiana,
or Mississippi,

(2) the bond is a general obligation of the
issuing State and is in registered form,

(3) the proceeds of the bond are distributed
to one or more political subdivisions of the
issuing State,

(4) the maturity of such bond does not ex-
ceed 5 years,

(5) the bond is issued after the date of the
enactment of this Act and before January 1,
2008, and

(6) the bond is designated by the Secretary
of the Treasury for purposes of this section.

(b) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may only designate a bond for pur-
poses of this section pursuant to an applica-
tion submitted to the Secretary by the State
which demonstrates the need for such des-
ignation on the basis of the criteria specified
in paragraph (2).

(2) CRITERIA.—For purposes of paragraph
(1), the criteria specified in this paragraph
are—

(A) the loss of revenue base of one or more
political subdivisions of the State by reason
of Hurricane Katrina,

(B) the need for resources to fund infra-
structure within, or operating expenses of,
any such political subdivision,

(C) the lack of access of such political sub-
division to capital, and

(D) any other criteria as may be deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) GUIDANCE FOR SUBMISSION AND CONSIDER-
ATION OF APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary of
the Treasury shall prescribe regulations or
other guidance which provide for the time
and manner for the submission and consider-
ation of applications under this subsection.

(c) FEDERAL GUARANTEE.—A bond described
in subsection (a) is guaranteed by the United
States in an amount equal to 50 percent of
the outstanding principal with respect to
such bond.

(d) AGGREGATE LIMIT ON BOND DESIGNA-

TIONS.—The maximum aggregate face
amount of bonds which may be exceed issued
under this section shall not exceed

$3,000,000,000.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

AMERICAN MILITARY PRESENCE
FUELING IRAQI INSURGENCY

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my Special
Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, if there
was any doubt that the Bush adminis-
tration has it Iraq’s policy totally
wrong, the actions taken yesterday in
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both Houses of Congress shattered that
notion. In the Senate, 79 Senators
voted in favor of an amendment desig-
nating the year 2006 as a period of sig-
nificant transition to full Iraqi sov-
ereignty. The amendment also requires
the President to provide Congress with
a quarterly report detailing United
States policies and military operations
in Iraq.

And in the House, the Out of Iraq
Caucus, led by Ms. WATERS, introduced
a discharge petition to force the House
to openly debate the Homeward Bound
legislation. Homeward Bound is the bill
introduced by the gentleman from Ha-
waii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE). It is H.J. Res.
55, and it calls for bringing our troops
home no later than October 1, 2006. The
petition must be signed by 218 Members
of Congress and then will force a de-
bate on the floor.

This debate would include 17 hours of
open debate, allowing every Member of
Congress a chance to offer an amend-
ment or talk about the war in Iraq
from their very own perspective. Re-
gardless of where my colleagues stand
on the war and regardless of their po-
litical affiliation, I urge them to sign
onto this discharge petition because we
are long overdue for a conversation
here on the floor about Iraq. It is a
conversation that we need to have be-
cause it has been a long time.

Anyone watching at home may re-
member the last time Congress debated
this matter. It was May 25 when I in-
troduced an amendment to the defense
authorization bill, an amendment ask-
ing the President to put together his
plans for bringing our troops home and
to provide those plans to the appro-
priate committees in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, 128 Members of this
House voted for that amendment, and
if the vote were held today, I am sure
we would have many more than 128
votes. Of those 128 votes, 5 were Repub-
lican, 122 were Democrat, and one was
our Independent from Vermont.

Unfortunately, we cannot have that
vote again because the Republican
leaders in Congress will not allow it.
They will not bring important Iraq leg-
islation like the bipartisan Homeward
Bound legislation up for debate on the
House floor. Think about it, the last
time we debated this vitally important
issue was nearly 6 months ago, and
that was the first time and only time
we have talked about it since the be-
ginning of the war.

Since Congress will not have this de-
bate, we have had to resort to taking
matters into our own hands. That is
why we are working to bring Home-
ward Bound to the House floor, and
that is why 61 of my colleagues joined
me in sending a letter to the President
last week urging him to make four key
policy changes in his position on Iraq.

First, we asked him to engage in
greater multilateral cooperation with
our allies. We simply cannot Kkeep
160,000 American soldiers in Iraq and
hope for the situation to just change
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for the better because it is our very
military presence that is fueling Iraq’s
growing insurgency.
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Instead, the President should actu-
ally eat a little crow, admit his mis-
takes and ask our allies, the same ones
we offended in the buildup of the war,
to establish a multinational interim
security force for Iraq, possibly run by
the United Nations or NATO. The
U.N.’s Department of Peacekeeping Op-
erations would be particularly well
suited to managing this task, as a mat-
ter of fact.

Second, the U.S. must pursue diplo-
matic and nonmilitary initiatives. If
we seriously want democracy to take
hold in the Middle East, then we need
to get serious about changing our role
from that of Iraq’s military occupier to
its reconstruction partner.

Instead of sending troops and mili-
tary equipment to Iraq, let us send
teachers, scientists, urban planners,
and constitutional experts as a larger
diplomatic offensive, one that will
allow us to regain our lost national
credibility while, at the same time,
creating Iraqi jobs and Dbolstering
Iraq’s economy.

Third, let us prepare for a robust,
postconflict reconciliation process.
There is no shortage of national heal-
ing that needs to occur in Iraq after
nearly 3 years of death and 3 years of
destruction. That is why we should en-
courage an international peace com-
mission to oversee Iraq’s postconflict
reconciliation. This group would co-
ordinate peace talks between the var-
ious factions in Iraq, providing all
Iraqis with a sense of ownership and
hope over their country’s future.

Finally, and most important of all,
we must bring our troops home. The
human cost of this war has been abso-
lutely staggering. To save lives, end
the war and prevent our Treasury from
spiraling even further into debt, we
need to end this war.

———

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE IS THE
GOAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JINDAL). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. KINGSTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I come
from agriculture country in southeast
Georgia, and it is always remarkable to
me that 2 percent of our population
feeds not just 100 percent of the Amer-
ican population but a great deal of peo-
ple all around the world. In fact, one
thing that is even more interesting is
that our ag production outpaces our ag
consumption. We have more food than
we can eat because our farm supply is
so strong. Very vital of course to have
food, but it is also vital in our society
to have energy and fuel for our cars.
Yet the world demand and the world
supply are almost even. And the gen-
tleman knows from the gulf coast what
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