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His speaking out may save American lives.

Rob Simmons is also a good man—a brave,
decorated vet, and a fine public servant.

But the odious tactic of questioning the
loyalty and patriotism of people who want to
end the war is beneath him.

And you know what else?

The people in power who kept the Vietnam
War going for at least seven years after they
knew the war was lost, and kept sending
good boys to die knowing it was lost, and
called the people who tried to end the war
unpatriotic, they are the ones whose names
stand disgraced in history.

And the doves who saw that the war was
hopeless—the people the president called
“weak’ and ‘‘soft’” and ‘‘Nervous Nellies’’—
they were right. Far from being treasonous,
they were patriots. Far from being
demoralizers, they were trying to save sol-
diers’ lives.

John Murtha is trying to save lives now.

He is right.

And courageous.

And the loyal friend of those who fight.

TRIBUTE TO DARRELL TALBERT
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Darrell Talbert for the
leadership and dedication he has displayed
while serving as mayor of the city of Corona,
California. On November 29, 2005, Darrell’s
term as mayor came to a close and | want to
thank him for his commitment and service.

Darrell has called Corona home for as long
as he can remember and he continues to
demonstrate the extraordinary qualities we ex-
pect in our community leaders. Shortly after
graduation from California State University,
San Bernardino in 1989, Darrell co-founded
Odyssey Group, Inc. and Odyssey Publica-
tions, Inc. The Odyssey Companies quickly
became industry leaders in the autograph and
memorabilia business.

Just 5 years out of college and ready to
take a more active role within the community,
Darrell was elected to the Corona City Council
in 1994. During his time on the city council,
the city of Corona as well as the surrounding
region has experienced significant growth.
While this growth is surely a positive sign, it
undoubtedly presents our local leaders with a
number of challenges. In order to maintain the
high quality of life residents come to expect,
the Corona City Council has taken a number
of steps to provide residents with the nec-
essary infrastructure and services.

The city of Corona has had a balanced
budget in each of the years Darrell has served
on the city council, and they have done so
without implementing new taxes. Under his
leadership and due to carefully managed fiscal
budgeting, the city has added over 100 acres
of new parks, implemented the Downtown Re-
vitalization Project and successfully attracted
new retails stores, businesses and nationally
recognized restaurants to serve the citizens of
Corona and the surrounding communities.

| know | speak on behalf of our entire com-
munity in expressing my appreciation for
Darrell’s tireless efforts on behalf of our city. |
also want to thank his wife Kimberly and
daughter Haley for supporting Darrell and at
times sacrificing their time with him to allow
him to perform his civic duties.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING MARK SACKETT ON HIS
CAMPAIGN TO BE ELECTED TO
THE CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY LEG-
ISLATIVE DISTRICT 4

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mark Sackett, a resident of Chautauqua
County for his quest to become the elected
representative to the forth legislative district in
the Chautauqua County Legislature. Although
Mr. Sackett was not able to realize his dream
he has been able to make an impact on oth-
er's lives in a different way.

The campaign trail is a difficult path to take.
Any person with a dream may enter but only
a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Sackett
traveled that path with his head held high and
a smile on his face the entire way. | have no
doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting im-
pression on the voters of district 4.

Mr. Sackett is a former legislator where he
served the people of district 4 for many years.
Mark is also a very creative man who never
stops thinking of ways to assist a friend. Many
people of Sheridan, New York may remember
the large gavel that he constructed.

Chautauqua County is blessed to have such
strong candidates with a desire to make this
county the wonderful place that we all know it
can be. Mr. Sackett is one of those people
and that is why, Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
him today.

—————

CHEMICAL ADDICTION AND THE
SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS

HON. JIM RAMSTAD

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize last week’s World AIDS Day and
draw attention to the troubling relationship be-
tween chemical dependency and the spread of
HIV/AIDS.

In addition to the implicit dangers associated
with intravenous drug use, use of illicit drugs
and/or alcohol abuse can lead to poor deci-
sions and unsafe sexual behavior that can re-
sult in HIV infection.

America’s youth, our most precious re-
source, are at especially high risk since ado-
lescents face increased vulnerability to chem-
ical addiction. Studies show that 50 percent of
the individuals addicted to illicit drugs begin
using drugs when they are between 15 and 18
years old.

That's why the National Institute on Drug
Abuse (NIDA) views drug abuse prevention
and treatment as essential to stopping the
spread of HIV infection, especially for Amer-
ica’s young people.

And while NIDA is an excellent resource
that provides some of the top research in the
area of chemical addiction, it is equally in-
vested in educating the public about this pub-
lic health problem. That's why, in conjunction
with World AIDS Day, NIDA is initiating a new
public awareness campaign about the dan-
gerous relationship between addiction and the
spread of HIV/AIDS.

December 6, 2005

As co-chair of the Addiction, Treatment and
Recovery Caucus, | want to congratulate NIDA
and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for
developing this life-saving campaign and com-
mend these fine organizations for the tremen-
dous research they are doing. This edu-
cational campaign and impeccable research
will help us to better understand and prevent
the devastating connection between chemical
addiction and the spread of HIV/AIDS.

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
MASANORI SHOBO OHATA

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor the
Reverend Masanori Shobo Ohata as he for-
mally retires from the Buddhist Churches of
America and from the San Jose Buddhist
Church Betsuin.

Reverend Ohata has served as a member
of the Board of Trustees for the Institute of
Buddhist Studies since 1982. The Institute of
Buddhist Studies is the graduate school and
seminary of the Buddhist Churches of Amer-
ica. It is the first nonwestern religious semi-
nary to be affiliated with the Graduate Theo-
logical Union, an interfaith consortium of sem-
inaries dedicated to study and dialogue in a
religious and cultural pluralism.

Reverend Ohata has also served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees for Buddhist
Churches of America (BCA) Endowment
Foundation since 1998. He was involved with
the inception of the Endowment Foundation in
1983. The Foundation has provided over 11
million dollars of direct benefit to vital pro-
grams of the BCA which include ministerial
welfare, education and administrative support.

Reverend Ohata has also served as a
Sanyo (advisor) to the Bishop of the Buddhist
Churches of America and has advised five
consecutive Bishops beginning with Bishop
Shinsho Hanayama, whose term ended in
1968, through Bishops Tsuji, Yamaoka,
Watanabe and Ogui.

Reverend Ohata’s contributions to the com-
munity are clearly demonstrated in his com-
passion and understanding. An immigrant him-
self, Reverend Ohata is a strong believer in
the unifying powers of diversity, faith, toler-
ance and understanding. He has shared this
strength through roles within the community.

The San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin sits
in the heart of my district and opens its doors
to people of every ethnicity, faith, nationality,
culture and creed in the spirit of sharing and
community. Yearly Obon festivals bring hun-
dreds of people into the halls of the Buddhist
church for good food and increased under-
standing among San Jose’s extremely diverse
communities of neighbors and friends.

Although Reverend Ohata is formally retir-
ing, | am certain that his legacy will continue
throughout the sidewalks of San Jose’s
Japantown and within the vibrant and diverse
communities he has touched.
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