December 16, 2005

in the last several weeks where the sci-
entists predicted that our irrigated ag-
riculture in the State of Washington,
upon which our apple crop, the best
apple crop in the world, depends, will
be jeopardized because the snow pack is
disappearing. It is projected we will
have less than half the snow pack we
have had historically in the next sev-
eral decades, which jeopardizes our
apple industry in Washington State
and many of our irrigated products. So
the disturbing fact is that the sci-
entific evidence is becoming over-
whelming.

By the way, it is just not Glacier. I
will show you a picture of Argentina,
one of the large ice sheets. In 1928, this
photograph is of this enormous ice
sheet down in Patagonia, in the south-
ern tip of South America. You see in
the same picture in 2004, and I was
there several months ago, where you
can see where these glaciers have been.
This enormous ice sheet that existed in
1928 is knew essentially gone, replaced
by water where the ice sheet has melt-
ed.

These are in very blinks of geologic
time that we are seeing these changes
take place, in one lifetime seeing these
changes take place, and this has never
happened before at these rates. We
have had ice ages and had melts, but
scientists will tell you this has never
happened before in world history, as far
as we know, with this rapidity to have
this enormous change.

Very briefly, the reason it is occur-
ring is that we are putting into the at-
mosphere gasses that trap infrared ra-
diation. Light comes in. As ultraviolet
radiation it can pass through the at-
mosphere. When it bounces back it is
at a different spectrum, at infrared fre-
quencies, and carbon dioxide and meth-
ane that comes out of our tailpipes and
smokestacks trap ultraviolet radi-
ation.

We look at this chart and it shows
levels of COG. These are parts per mil-
lion, the amount of COG in the atmos-
phere. We go to pre-industrial times in
1000, it was about 240 parts per million.
When we started to burn coal and gas
in about 1800 it starts to go up, and in
the 1800s and 1900s it goes up dramati-
cally. Now in 2000 we see it is going up
like a rocket, and it is projected that
by the close of this century we will
have parts per million in the 780 to 800
range, at least two times higher than it
has ever been in human history. It is
predicted to continue to skyrocket
after that.

This is a fact. No one, no scientist in
the world, disputes these conclusions.
Global warming is a fact, and it is a
fact that we are responsible for and
need to act as leading the world to deal
with this problem, to adopt energy
technological solutions to this prob-
lem, which we can do if we have the
same vision that John Kennedy had
when we had the first Apollo project. I
have introduced a bill to do that.

But in light of this science, what has
the Bush administration done? In light

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of this cavalcade of information de-
manding a response, what has the Bush
administration done to fulfill our des-
tiny to be the leader in the world when
it comes to technological innovation?

Well, what it did is it sent an emis-
sary named Watson to Montreal last
week to basically tell the rest of the
world, when the rest of the world is
working together to try to find a solu-
tion to global warming, to try to come
up with a post-Kyoto agreement that is
better than Kyoto, that is fairer, that
is more effective than Kyoto, what did
the President send our emissary to do?
The greatest country in the world, the
most technologically-oriented country
in the world, the country that has led
in the growth of democracy, that led in
the effort to solve the problem of the
ozone layer, which we have done some
very good work in on a bipartisan
basis, what did the President’s emis-
sary do?

He went to Montreal and told the
rest of the world essentially to go fish;
the United States was not going to par-
ticipate in any meaningful discussion
to come up with a global solution to
this global problem. This is most em-
barrassing for our country, the great-
est country on Earth, to refuse to take
any meaningful position to advance
some global solution to this problem.

In fact, the President sent our emis-
sary to adopt the posture of the ostrich
with the head in the sand and the tail
feathers in the air. We should be adopt-
ing the posture of the American eagle,
leading the rest of the world to a solu-
tion of this problem by using the tech-
nological creativity with which Amer-
ica has been blessed with for centuries.
Instead, our emissary went there like
this, where over 200 countries agreed to
continue discussions about how to deal
with this known problem.

Now, I have to admit there was some
small success. The President’s emis-
sary on the last day of the conference
picked up his papers and literally
walked out on the rest of the world, lit-
erally walked out on the rest of the
world, making this comment which no
one to this day understands about
walking like a duck, and, frankly, it
was relatively embarrassing.

The good news is the administration
was so embarrassed by the world’s re-
action to that and by America’s reac-
tion to that following an address by
President Bill Clinton suggesting that
we need to work in a bipartisan fashion
on this issue that the next day appar-
ently they got a cable from the White
House, I am assuming, and the emis-
sary walked back and said, well, now,
we will at least agree to continue some
informal talks. Not real talks, not for-
mal talks that could actually lead to
an agreement, but something called
“informal talks,” which would at least
not allow the administration to be hu-
miliated.

This is not good enough to fulfill our
mandate as the greatest Nation on
Earth. This is not good enough. It does
not respect the ability of the geniuses
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in America who are going to adopt the
new energy technologies so that we can
continue to grow our economy and
solve this problem at the same time. It
is well below what we should expect of
ourselves and it is well below what we
should expect of our President.

We are calling on the President of
the United States to finally adopt some
measure of teamwork with the rest of
the world to solve this problem.

Now, why should we do that? Well,
one reason is we put 25 percent of all
the carbon dioxide on this graph, where
we see it is now skyrocketing, we in
America put it in the atmosphere. We
are a very small percent of the world’s
population, but 25 percent of all the
COG in the atmosphere comes out of
our pipes. So that is one reason why we
really as a matter of moral responsi-
bility need to be part of this solution,
as does China, and we need to demand
that China participate in these talks as
well.

But as important, we are the country
who is going to develop the new energy
sources, clean energy, renewable en-
ergy, that are going to solve this prob-
lem and not destroy the climate of the
Earth, because, frankly, we are the
great tinkerers. We invented the light
bulb, we perfected the Internet, the jet
airplane, a man on the moon. The list
needs to go on when it comes to clean
energy. If we have leadership we will
get that done.

So tonight I would like to say the
science is clear, the destiny of this Na-
tion is clear. We need to lead the world
forward on global warming, rather
than hiding from it. This is not a Na-
tion that cowers in fear and from chal-
lenges. And this president ought to un-
derstand the confidence that this
American country has in doing some-
thing about global warming. We hope
that it will have a new attitude begin-
ning tomorrow.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina (at
the request of Mr. BLUNT) for today on
account of personal reasons.

Mr. ISTOOK (at the request of Mr.
BLUNT) for today and the balance of the
week on account of attending his
daughter’s wedding.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BLUNT) for today from 6:00 p.m.
until approximately 5:00 p.m. December
17 on account of a death in the family.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)
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