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in 1992, it is entirely possible that none of us
would have worked in the White House any-
way.

Following his work on the campaign trail for
President Clinton, Eli became an incredible
asset to the administration, creating the
AmeriCorps program and heading the Welfare
to Work Partnership. These and other accom-
plishments are why he received the Presi-
dential Citizens Medal for service to the Nation
in 2000 and the respect of his peers long be-
fore then.

It was during this time that | came to know
Eli well. The common bond of working to-
gether in the White House was obviously a
contributing factor, but Eli and | became
friends not because of circumstances, but be-
cause of character. He truly was an incredible
person, and | consider myself to be privileged
to have worked with him in the Clinton Admin-
istration. | consider it to be an even greater
honor that we continued to be friends after our
time in the White House.

Mr. Speaker, all of us who knew Eli Segal
will always remember his warmth, compas-
sion, and insight. Eli was taken from us too
early, and we surely will miss him, but we
were fortunate to have him in our lives while
we did. Neither he nor his impact will be for-
gotten.

———
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | wish to
congratulate the members of the East Gary
Memorial American Legion Post #100 as they
celebrate their 75th Diamond Jubilee Birthday.
To commemorate this special occasion, Post
#100 will be having an anniversary dinner on
Saturday, March 11, 2006 at the Post #100
American Legion Hall in Lake Station, Indiana.

The East Gary Memorial American Legion
Post #100 was chartered in 1931. Since its in-
ception, the members of Post #100 have dedi-
cated themselves to the mission of serving
veterans and the community. Post #100 mem-
bers go above and beyond to serve veterans,
as evidenced by their continued work with the
Indiana Veterans Home in Lafayette, Indiana;
the Knightstown Soldiers and Sailors Home in
Knightstown, Indiana; and the Hines VA Hos-
pital in Hines, lllinois, where they provide visi-
tation and assistance to veterans in need. In
addition, Post #100 has always been very ac-
tive in various POW/MIA programs. Post #100
has also taken an active role in promoting
local public service by sponsoring a law en-
forcement officer/firefighter/EMT competition,
of which present Commander John Wrolen
serves as District Chairman and State Co-
Chairman.

Currently, Post #100 and its members also
support the following youth programs: Amer-
ican Legion Baseball, Boy Scouts of America,
Girl Scouts of America, the Special Olympics,
and several programs that focus on patriotism
and American government. In particular, they
are active in Hoosier Boys’ and Girls’ State, a
program that aims to educate high school jun-
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iors on the structure of American government
and its processes. Post #100 also provides
flag etiquette classes for grade-school children
and sponsors the Americanism in Government
program, as well as oratorical programs.
These competitions test the knowledge and
public speaking abilities of tenth, eleventh, and
twelfth grade students, allowing the winners to
advance to compete at district, State, regional,
and national levels.

Throughout the past 75 years, American Le-
gion Post #100 has installed 37 commanders,
4 of which have gone on to serve as first dis-
trict commanders. These men are: Ralph
Becktel (1934), Jay Hott (1968), Hank Cook
(1992), and John Wrolen (2001). At their 75th
anniversary celebration, Post #100 will honor
all living past commanders for their service.
They are: Robert Pifferitti, Albert Kinsey, Al-
fred Hanson, Jr., Robert Wilson, John Wrolen,
Terry Szostek, Richard Davies, Ronald
Blaney, and Evin Eakins. All of these past
commanders and district commanders should
be honored for their service and dedication to
veterans and the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating the members of the East Gary Memorial
American Legion Post #100 on the 75th anni-
versary of their noble organization. These giv-
ing and selfless individuals continue to dedi-
cate their time and unrelenting efforts to serve

local veterans and their community. | am
proud to represent them in Congress.
———
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Joshua Carpenter, a young man
who was named town of Eden 2006 “Youth of
the Year.”

Josh has demonstrated leadership and out-
standing service to his school, community, and
at the Boys and Girls Club of Eden in par-
ticular. Joshua became an active member of
the Boys and Girls Club the year of its incep-
tion in 2002. He and his peers benefited from
the experiences they shared at the club; there-
fore, Joshua decided that he would like to
work at the Boys and Girls Club to share
these experiences with other young members.
He brings energy and enthusiasm to each ac-
tivity and acts as a mentor for others.

In addition to the work he does with the
Boys and Girls Club, Carpenter is actively in-
volved in the community where he lives. He
participates in the ICC Church Youth group
and volunteers at the PTA-sponsored festivals
as well as at family events that are held at the
school.

Joshua is an outstanding Eden High School
senior. He has a keen interest in learning
about other cultures and expands his aware-
ness through his participation in the Model
United Nations Club. He was named to the
National Honor Society during his junior year
and remains active in several NHS-sponsored
programs. Additionally, Josh is a leading
member of the tennis team.

I am proud to honor Joshua Carpenter
today, an outstanding young man and an
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emerging leader in the community. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank you for this opportunity to highlight
the achievements of Joshua Carpenter and |
am pleased to join with members of the com-
munity to congratulate him on being named
the 2006 “Youth of the Year.” | wish him con-
tinued success and happiness in all of his fu-
ture endeavors.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today | am happy to congratulate Paige
and Christian Stegmaier of Chapin, SC, on the
birth of their new baby daughter. Ella Bridges
Stegmaier was born on February 16, 2006, at
3:10 p.m., weighing 7 pounds and 8 ounces
and measuring 20 inches. Ella has been born
into a loving home, where she will be raised
by parents who are devoted to her well-being
and bright future. Her birth is a blessing.

THE INTERNET IN CHINA
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday | chaired a hearing on the Internet
in China regarding an issue that is deeply
troubling to me, and | believe, to the American
people: that American technology and know-
how is substantially enabling repressive re-
gimes in China and elsewhere in the world to
cruelly exploit and abuse their own citizens.

Over the years, | have held 25 hearings on
human rights abuses in China, and while Chi-
na’s economy has improved somewhat, the
human rights situation remains abysmal. So-
called economic reform has utterly failed to re-
sult in the protection of freedom of speech, ex-
pression, or assembly. The Laogai system of
forced labor camps is still full with an esti-
mated 6 million people; the Chinese govern-
ment permits a horrifying trade in human or-
gans; the PRC’s draconian one-child-per-cou-
ple policy has made brothers and sisters ille-
gal and coerced abortion commonplace; and
political and religious dissidents are systemati-
cally persecuted and tortured.

Similarly, while the Internet has opened up
commercial opportunities and provided access
to vast amounts of information for people the
world over, the Internet has also become a
malicious tool: a cyber sledgehammer of re-
pression of the government of China. As soon
as the promise of the Internet began to be ful-
filled—when brave Chinese began to e-mail
each other and others about human rights
issues and corruption by government lead-
ers—the Party cracked down. To date, an esti-
mated 49 cyber-dissidents and 32 journalists
have been imprisoned by the PRC for merely
posting information on the Internet critical of
the regime. And that’s likely to be only the tip
of the iceberg.

Tragically, history shows us that American
companies and their subsidiaries have pro-
vided the technology to crush human rights in
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