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proud to recognize its impact on National Dis-
ability Day.

———

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON
JOINT RESOLUTION

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, last week |
stood at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach, the largest container port complex in
the nation, with my good friend Senator SUSAN
COLLINS, the chair of the Senate Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

We both have championed the fight to
strengthen security at our ports. As of last
week, neither of us had been briefed on the
review conducted by the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States, CFIUS,
into the sale of stevedoring and terminal oper-
ations of many major eastern seaboard and
Gulf Coast ports to a state-owned firm from
Dubai. This sale would not only affect the six
major US port terminal facility leases that have
been reported, but additional operations in 15
other locations, including ports shipping mili-
tary materiel.

Last week, we stated our concerns about
the announced sale and our plan to issue a
Joint Resolution of Disapproval.

Today, | am introducing in the House the
Joint Resolution which Senator COLLINS intro-
duced yesterday, S.J. Res. 32. This resolution
would do three things. First, it officially dis-
approves of CFIUS’s initial review of the Dubai
Ports World deal. Second, it requires CFIUS
to rescind its previous decision and conduct a
formal 45-day investigation. Third, it requires
that CFIUS brief the Congress before allowing
the deal to proceed, if in fact that is the deci-
sion after a full, complete and proper evalua-
tion of the national security risks posed by this
arrangement.

Since Senator COLLINS and | announced our
intentions last week, there has been some
progress. Dubai Ports World has agreed to a
secondary review, the Administration has
agreed to a 45-day assessment of the sale,
and, beginning this week, some committees of
Congress will now be briefed.

But the bad news is that this process got as
far as it did, and that it took deep bipartisan
concern to have Congress brought into the
loop. When our country considers these im-
portant deals, Congress should be on the front
lines, not the back bench.

And as we heard yesterday from a Senate
briefing, the U.S. Coast Guard cited their con-
cerns over the deal at the time. The U.S.
Coast Guard plays a critical role in ensuring
the security of our ports, and their reservations
make me question why this deal was ap-
proved as quickly as it was.

This issue has also served to highlight the
fact that our Nation’s ports remain inad-
equately protected.

As a member of both the House Intelligence
and Homeland Security Committees, | have
consistently worked to improve our national
security, and believe much remains to be
done. When we focus 9 out of 10 transpor-
tation security dollars on aviation security, we
fall into the trap of fighting the last war instead
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of the next one. Fighting terror requires that
we look forward, and what keeps me up at
night is the possibility of a radiological bomb
or human terrorist entering our ports in an
uninspected container.

When it comes to port security, we should
have solid answers, not lingering questions. In
this Era of Terror, there remains a constant
threat to our homeland. We don’t have the lux-
ury of waiting to harden the obvious vulner-
able targets.

| have visited the Los Angeles/Long Beach
port complex many times. | have authored and
co-authored bipartisan port security legislation.
Representative DAN LUNGREN and | will intro-
duce a comprehensive bill soon to ensure a
coordinated approach to maritime and cargo
security through the authorization of key secu-
rity programs and initiatives, as well as a dedi-
cated funding grant program to shore up secu-
rity gaps that exist at our Nation’s ports. Sen-
ators COLLINS, LIEBERMAN, and COLEMAN have
introduced similar legislation in the Senate,
and both bills will be the subject of hearings
in this Congress.

This resolution on CFIUS is prudent; so are
our efforts to legislate enhanced port security.
| urge its support.

—

TRIBUTE TO MINNESOTA STATE
REPRESENTATIVES NEVA WALK-
ER AND KEITH ELLISON

HON. MARTIN OLAV SABO

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
celebrate Black History Month by recognizing
distinguished Minnesota legislators who are
civil and human rights leaders: Minnesota
State Representatives Neva Walker and Keith
Ellison.

Representative Neva Walker was born and
raised in Minneapolis, and attended the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. A “community baby,” as
referred to by elders, Walker comes from a
family deeply involved in the community, espe-
cially the Sabathani Community Center which
is a pillar of the community and a source of
assistance to many. Walker grew up with this
sort of activism, and she now embodies it her-
self.

Representative Walker was encouraged to
run for office when lobbying Minneapolis City
Hall on housing issues. When she learned that
no African American woman had served in the
Minnesota Legislature, this firmed her resolve
to run for office. In 2000, Neva Walker was
elected to the Minnesota House where she
continues to address disparities of all kinds:
health, poverty, racial profiing and out-of-
home placement.

Representative Walker has a son, and is the
youngest of seven children herself. In addition
to her service in the State House, Rep. Walker
contributes with many community involve-
ments such as the Blaisdell YMCA board, the
“GirlsBEST” initiative through the Women’s
Foundation of Minnesota, and the Minneapolis
Youth Coordinating Board. She takes every
opportunity reach out to people, speaking to
groups that range from children in daycare to
college students.

“l consider myself a seed planter,” Walker
said about her efforts. “I'm always trying to
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educate and bring useful information to peo-
ple, especially youth, people of color and
women.”

Representative Walker believes it critical to
get civil rights issues back into the public’s
eye. Disparities in poverty and the justice sys-
tem are too great to stand idly by, she said.

Representative Keith Ellison was born in
Detroit, attended Wayne State University and
then came to Minneapolis to attend the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School. As a stu-
dent, he first got involved in the anti-Apartheid
movement. He and his wife have four children.

“I was raised in a household where | was
encouraged to question things,” he said. His
grandfather had worked for voting rights, and
Ellison grew up listening to stories of those ex-
periences. Ellison’s activism continued, and
evolved into his profession as a trial lawyer,
working on death penalty cases in Louisiana,
as well as indigent defense work. Today at the
Ellison Law Office, his legal work consists of
criminal cases, civil rights cases and family
law.

Ellison was first elected to the Minnesota
House of Representatives in 2002. He said
that instead of cajoling and persuading gov-
ernment leaders to pursue worthy programs,
he was determined to work for change from
inside the system.

“When you’re a community activist, you pro-
pose change,” he said. “But when you're in
office as a public official, you make the
change.” As one of two black Representatives
in Minnesota, Ellison believes he helps to im-
prove the level of engagement for people of
color in the state. “I think all people need to
have equal access to their government.”

He continues to work on issues of environ-
mental justice, equal justice in the courts, vot-
ing rights, and public safety. He is also a co-
founder of the Environmental Justice Advo-
cates of Minnesota, which deals with environ-
mental hazards posed by pollution.

Ellison believes that the civil rights move-
ment forever changed America, but that Amer-
icans must still work for economic, health,
educational and social equality for all people.

Mr. Speaker, Neva Walker and Keith Ellison
are dedicated public servants who are making
unique contributions to their communities,
working for all people, but especially African
Americans and other people of color, women,
and the poor. They are committed to bringing
the promise of America to all its people, and
work day in and day out to achieve that ideal.
| commend them for their activism and their
service in the Minnesota Legislature, and their
dedication to making their communities, our
State, and our world a better place.

———

IN MEMORIAM THEODORE R.
“TED” SWEM

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, on
February 7th, America lost one of its con-
servation leaders with the passing of Theo-
dore R. Swem—known to everyone as
“Ted”—whose long career was marked by the
highest standards of dedication to the public
interest.

Born in Cedar Rapids, lowa, on December
6, 1917, he attended Coe College, in lowa
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and received his Bachelor of Science in For-
estry from lowa State University in Ames.
After completing one year of graduate work at
the Biology School at Harvard University, he
went to work for the Colorado State Game
and Fish Department, and eventually became
the Coordinator for the Federal Aid to the
Wildlife Restoration Program.

In 1946, he went to work at the Regional
Office of the Bureau of Reclamation, where he
was responsible for wildlife, recreation, and
land use planning in reclamation projects in a
four state region.

During the 1950s, Ted worked with other
conservationists to encourage Colorado legis-
lators to enact legislation to establish a state
park system. Thanks to the efforts of Ted and
this group, today all Coloradans—and our visi-
tors as well—can enjoy State Parks through-
out Colorado.

In 1957, Ted joined the National Park Serv-
ice and steadily ascended to various planning
positions, eventually becoming the Assistant
Director for Cooperative Activities in 1964. In
this capacity, he was responsible for studying
potential areas, and master planning existing
areas of the National Park System, Wilder-
ness, Federal Agency and State Assistance,
Park Practice and the International Affairs Pro-
grams of the Service.

The large number of additions to the Na-
tional Park System during the middle and late
1960s reflect the magnitude of this activity.

In September 1969, Ted became Super-
intendent of the National Capital Region of the
National Park Service. In March 1971, he be-
came the Assistant Director to the Director.

From 1972 to 1976, Ted was responsible for
the National Park Service program activity in
Alaska as related to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act, and was key to development
of National Park areas in Alaska.

During this period, he became Chairman of
the Alaska Planning Group for the Department
of Interior and coordinated the multi-agency
effort that produced the 28 “Four System” leg-
islative proposals and related Environmental
Impact Statements as submitted to Congress
by the Secretary of the Interior, Rogers C.B.
Morton, in December 1973. In February 1976,
Ted retired from the National Park Service.

Ted’s work thus set the stage for enactment
of the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, which was signed into law by
President Carter on December 2, 1980. This
Act is often called the most significant land
conservation measure in the history of our na-
tion. The statute protected over 100 million
acres of federal lands in Alaska, doubling the
size of the country’s national park and refuge
system and tripling the amount of land des-
ignated as wilderness.

While with the National Park Service Ted
was Chairman of the United States Section,
Joint Japan-United States Panel on National
Parks and Equivalent Reserves. He was also
a member of the Canadian-United States
Committee on National Parks; a Board Mem-
ber of the Wilderness Society Governing
Council; a member of the International Union
Conservation of Nature; and Chairman of the
Commission on National Parks and Protected
Areas.

After his retirement he was president of the
Wilderness Society Governing Council from
1978 to 1980; a Board Member of American
Rivers, Inc.; and Management Consultant to
Silvertip Consulting and the Defenders of
Wildlife.
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He was the recipient of the Meritorious and
Distinguished Service Award of the Depart-
ment of Interior, was recognized in 1981 by
the Japanese Government by receiving the
50th Anniversary Award for his distinctive work
in their behalf, and received the Robert Mar-
shall Award from the Wilderness Society on
their 50th Anniversary—the Society’s highest
award presented to a private citizen.

Ted also received the Alaska National Parks
Conservation Leadership Award and recogni-
tion for his initial work on the making of the
Klondike Goldrush an International Park be-
tween the United States and Canada.

At the time of his death, he was living in
Colorado, where he had served on the Bureau
of Land Management Land Disposal Com-
mittee for Clear Creek County, and performed
work on the Task Force for Evergreen Lake,
as well as on some of the Open Space areas
in Jefferson County.

Ted and his wife Helen were married 57
years. Their four children now live in Denver,
Alaska, and Brazil. | hope the sadness of their
loss is tempered by pride in their father's
record of achievement and the many lasting
gifts he has left to our country and the world.

—

RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS NA-
TIONAL MARFAN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak in recognition of
February as National Marfan Awareness
Month and to pay tribute the thousands of
people across the nation who are living with
the Marfan syndrome and related connective
tissue disorders.

The National Marfan Foundation is cele-
brating it's twenty-fifth anniversary this year
and continues to dedicate itself to saving lives,
and improving the quality of life for individuals
and families affected by Marfan syndrome and
related disorders by raising awareness, pro-
viding support and fostering research.

This year marks the 15th annual National
Marfan Awareness Month, a national aware-
ness campaign which focuses on Marfan syn-
drome, a genetic disorder of the connective
tissue that can affect the skeleton, eyes, heart
and blood vessels. Because of the disorder,
the aorta, the large artery that carries blood
away from the heart is weakened and prone to
enlargement and rupture, which is often fatal.

It is estimated that 200,000 people in the
U.S. are affected by the Marfan syndrome or
a related connective tissue disorder. Marfan
syndrome is often hereditary, but 25 percent
of affected people are the first in their family
to have the disorder. It affects both male and
females and all ethnicities. Thousands do not
even know that they are affected and if left
undiagnosed, it can result in an early sudden
death from aortic dissection.

There is no cure for Marfan syndrome, but
with an early diagnosis, proper treatment and
careful management of the disorder, the life
span can be extended into the 70s. Without a
diagnosis and treatment, people may die as
early as their 20s, 30s or 40s.

In addition, to National Heart Month, Feb-
ruary was designated National Marfan Aware-

E215

ness Month because of President Abraham
Lincoln’s Birthday. Lincoln is believed to have
been affected by Marfan syndrome because of
the many outward signs of the disorder he
portrays. People with this condition are fre-
quently taller than other non-affected members
of their family with disproportionately long
limbs, fingers and toes. They often have an in-
dented or protruding chest bone, a curved
spine, flat feet, a high arched palate and loose
joints.

Other famous people with the Marfan syn-
drome include Jonathan Larson, the Tony
Award-winning playwright of the Broadway
musical Rent; Flo Hyman, captain of the U.S.
Olympic Volleyball team who won a gold
medal in 1984, Charles de Gaulle, Rachmani-
noff, and Mary Queen of Scots.

Mr. Speaker, according to the National
Marfan Foundation, in my district in Pennsyl-
vania there are approximately 190 families
that have to live with this disorder and the fear
of dying at an early age.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, approximately 14,000 people die each
year of aortic aneurysms and dissections, 20
percent of which can be contributed to those
carrying a genetic disorder such as the Marfan
syndrome.

Due to lack of medical awareness about the
disorder, many people still die undiagnosed
and untreated.

| rise today to commend those working in
my district and State who work tirelessly on
this issue in the hopes of one day finding a
cure for Marfan syndrome.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me and the National Marfan Foundation in
raising awareness of this potentially life threat-
ening disorder. | look forward to working with
members on both sides of the aisle to in-
crease federal support for critical research and
prevention programs aimed at improving the
quality of life for Marfan syndrome patients
and their families.

——————

IN MEMORY OF EDWARD R.
CUMMINGS

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the life of Edward R. Cummings of Maryland
and lament his untimely passing. Mr. Speaker,
we all know of the many unsung heroes that
make this great institution work, the staff and
advisers who labor in obscurity but without
whom we could not do our work to represent
the American people. It is even more so in the
Executive Branch, where an individual can
spend a whole career and never be introduced
to the wider public, laboring not for the rec-
ognition that drives so many in the public
sphere but instead toiling to uphold the public
interest to and to serve his country. Our gov-
ernment cannot function without such individ-
uals and it is they who can bring order and
sanity to an ever changing kaleidoscope of fig-
ures who pass through the United States Gov-
ernment as elections occur and administra-
tions change.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday this Nation lost such
a person, a remarkable public servant and a
remarkable human being, Edward R.
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