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school and community media, and awarded
random prizes for turning in completed record
sheets. She also hung 252 large posters of
nutrition and fitness information all over the
school, and arranged for taste tests and fit-
ness demonstrations during lunch. After she
had collected and analyzed their data, Erin
found that 35 percent of the participants had
increased their activity level, and 62 percent
said they were more motivated to live a
healthier lifestyle.

The program that brought this innovative
young woman to our attention—The Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards—was created by
Prudential Financial in partnership with the
National Association of Secondary School
Principals in 1995 to show youth volunteers
that their contributions are critically important
and highly valued, and to inspire other young
people to follow their example.

Ms. Lavery should be extremely proud to
have been singled out from the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who participated in this
years program. | fully applaud Ms. Lavery for
her initiative in seeking to make her commu-
nity, and West Virginia as a whole, a better
place to live, and for the positive impact she
has had on the lives of others. She has dem-
onstrated a level of commitment and accom-
plishment that is truly extraordinary in today’s
world, and deserves our sincere admiration
and respect. Her actions show that young
Americans can—and do—play important roles
in our communities, and that America’s com-
munity spirit continues to hold tremendous
promise for the future.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF
THE E. PAT LARKINS COMMU-
NITY CENTER IN POMPANO
BEACH, FLORIDA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. E. Pat Larkins, Com-
missioner of the City of Pompano Beach, Flor-
ida, on the occasion of the dedication of the
E. Pat Larkins Community Center. Commis-
sioner Larkins has been a good friend to me
and to the citizens of Pompano Beach for
more than 20 years.

Born to a carpenter father and a mother
who picked beans for a living, Pat has piled
success on top of success throughout his life.
In the process, he has made possible opportu-
nities for African-Americans they would not
have seen otherwise. In 1971, at a time when
black-owned companies found it difficult to
make headway in the construction industry,
Pat Larkins helped start the Broward Minority
Contractors’ Association to promote the inter-
ests of African-American builders.

In 1985, Pat became the first black mayor of
the City of Pompano Beach. In all, he has
been elected 10 times, for a total of 20 years,
during which he has also served three terms
as Vice Mayor. Pat Larkins has been recog-
nized numerous times as a fine citizen and an
enormous credit to his city and to the people
of Broward County, Florida. He is a great
American, and | am proud to call him my
friend.

Today’s naming of the E. Pat Larkins Com-
munity Center is a fitting tribute to this excel-
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lent man. On behalf of my colleagues in the
House of Representatives and all of the resi-
dents of Florida’s 23rd Congressional District,
| congratulate Pat for this honor and wish him
health, happiness, and continued success in
the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFETIME OF
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF CHUCK WU

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the lifetime of accomplishments of
Mr. Wu Jia Chi, affectionately known to us on
Guam as “Chuck Wu” and to recognize his
humanitarianism. Mr. Wu was born in Taipei,
Taiwan on February 21, 1921. He immigrated
to Guam in 1971 and opened a small busi-
ness in Harmon. His business was the first of
many successful enterprises he has estab-
lished on Guam during the last quarter cen-
tury. Today Mr. Wu is a well respected resi-
dent on our island of Guam and in the Pacific
Region. His entrepreneurial spirit, his commit-
ment to his family, and his dedication to our
community inspires us all.

Mr. Wu is a pioneer in the business commu-
nity on Guam and is a leader within his own
Chinese community. His vision and determina-
tion have contributed to his success, and he
has used this success to help many nonprofit
organizations and worthwhile causes. He is
one who has given back to the community
through his involvement and his time. He is a
dynamic force and his efforts and volunteerism
have helped civic organizations on our island
on many occasions.

Mr. Wu has never lost his firm belief in the
importance of preserving cultural traditions
and customs. He established the Chinese
School of Guam in 1978 and served as the
school’s principal for 7 years. He continues to
advocate for the improvement of our schools
and the development of our young students,
both within the Chinese community and
throughout our island.

Mr. Wu’s commitment to serving and lead-
ing the Chinese community was recognized in
his appointment as a commissioner for Over-
seas Chinese Affairs since 1991. He was also
the president of the Chinese School Founda-
tion of Guam from 1989 to 1993. Moreover,
from 1985 to 1989, Mr. Wu was the president
of the United Chinese Association of Guam.
Mr. Wu also served as president of the Sea
Transport Association of Guam from 1982 to
1985. In 1993 he was honored as the U.S.
Small Business Advocate of the Year.

Mr. Wu has made a lasting impression on
our island of Guam and his leadership in our
community has improved our island signifi-
cantly. | join his wife Shiu-Fong Lai-Wu, his
sons, Fong, Albert, John, and Thomas, his
daughters-in-law, Shaina, Sandra, and Janet,
and his grandchildren, Vera, Valerie, Stefanie,
Alexander, Sophia, Shaun, Chucky, Kaile, and
Tommy, and all the people of Guam, in com-
mending Chuck Wu for his lifetime of accom-
plishments.
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TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL J.
TENENBAUM

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay tribute to a man who has embraced God'’s
admonition to “do unto others as you would
have them do unto you” as his personal
motto. Samuel J. Tenenbaum has been hon-
ored as the United Way of the Midlands’ Hu-
manitarian of the Year, and | can think of no
one more deserving of this recognition.

Sam and | have been friends longer than |
would like to remember. He has always been
a loyal supporter and constant advisor, wheth-
er | seek his advice or not. He and his wife
Inez are dear friends and true kindred spirits.
So when the news images of the devastation
in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina
spurred me to call on Columbia Mayor Bob
Coble to initiate an effort in South Carolina to
welcome those displaced by this enormous
tragedy, we both immediately asked Sam to
lead the operation that became known as
South Carolina—S.C.—Cares.

Under Sam’s leadership, S.C. Cares be-
came the model for an effective response to a
natural disaster. He assembled thousands of
volunteers, every service provider imaginable,
and public and private sector organizations to
be housed at a community center to provide a
one-stop-shop to meet each and every need
of our guests from the gulf coast. Sam’s ad-
herence to the golden rule meant our guests
would stay in hotel rooms not shelters. He
provided them with dignity, sustenance, and
many times his own personal emotional or fi-
nancial support. Sam worked around the
clock, not because he had to, but because he
couldn’t sleep until he knew the needs of all
our guests were met. Sam was the heart and
soul of S.C. Cares, and he embodies the
enormity of the compassion this community
has to offer.

Although the S.C. Cares center closed its
doors nearly 3 months ago, Sam is still in-
volved with the gulf coast guests that remain
in the Midlands. He is also taking the experi-
ence of S.C. Cares, and transforming it into an
ongoing effort to address homelessness in
South Carolina’s capitol city. Sam knows that
if our community could show such compassion
for strangers from the gulf coast, we can ex-
tend the same graciousness to those who are
homeless in our town. He is working with
Mayor Coble to create an operation similar to
the S.C. Cares center for Columbia’s home-
less that would provide social services, med-
ical services, counseling, job training, and
other programs in a one-stop-shop setting. Ac-
cess to services and the support of a commu-
nity can go a long way to transforming those
who have been forgotten back into productive
citizens. Sam’s compassion is as limitless as
his vision.

After working 33 years in his family’s busi-
ness, Chatham Steel Corporation, Sam retired
in 2000 and dedicated himself to his commu-
nity. Currently he serves on 19 boards and
commissions, which demonstrate the diversity
of his passions. His love of his faith manifests
in his membership of the governing boards of
the Columbia Jewish Federation and the Anti-
Defamation League of B’Nai B'Rith, Southeast
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Region. His devotion to animals is exemplified
in his service as the development chair for Pet
Project. His dedication to education is clear
from his membership on the Allen University
Presidential Advisory Board and Junior
Achievement. His commitment to social
causes runs the gamut from his chairmanship
of the Alston Wilkes Foundation and member-
ship on Habitat for Humanity’s board. And
these only touch the surface of his many cur-
rent associations, and the 50 previous boards
and commissions on which he has served.

Sam’s list of awards is just as impressive.
Back in 1978, the Columbia Record recog-
nized him as one of 10 for the Future. Obvi-
ously that prophecy has been fulfilled. He has
won numerous awards for his contributions to
the arts, for his philanthropy, and for his com-
munity service. Governor Dick Riley bestowed
South Carolina’s highest honor, the Order of
the Palmetto, on Sam in 1985. More than two
decades later, Sam is continuing his life-long
dedication to his community and its people.

Mr. Speaker, | invite you and my colleagues
to join me in applauding Samuel Tenenbaum
for his lifetime of service. As my father, a fun-
damentalist minister, once counseled me, “the
world would much rather see a sermon than to
hear one.” Sam has been providing a living
example of the Golden Rule his entire life, and
his recognition as the Humanitarian of the
Year is just another affirmation of his leader-
ship and compassion.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR (RETIRED)
GEORGE SMALL

HON. JIM GIBBONS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize a constituent
of mine, Major, Retired, George Small. At 98
years of age, Major Small is the oldest living
survivor of the Bataan Death March in the
State of Nevada.

Major Small entered active duty for the U.S.
Army on April 25, 1941 where he trained to be
a Chemical Warfare Officer. He was assigned
stateside until he was transferred to Manila,
Philippines 6 weeks before the start of World
War Il and came to Bataan on December 24,
1941 where he was assigned to the 31st In-
fantry. The 31st was involved in the intense
fighting until their surrender on April 9, 1942.
After the Bataan Death march, Major Smalls
spent 3 years and 5 months as a POW in five
different camps until his liberation on Sep-
tember 10, 1945.

Major Small was discharged from the Army
on November 26, 1946 and remained in the
Army Reserve until his retirement on March 1,
1968. Major Small earned the American De-
fense Service Medal, with bronze star, the
American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal, with 2 bronze stars, the Dis-
tinguished Unit Badge, with 2 oak leaf clus-
ters, the Combat Infantry Badge, The Phil-
ippine Liberation Ribbon, with bronze star, the
WWII Victory Medal, and the POW Medal.

Please join me in congratulating this great
Nevadan for the sacrifices he has made for
this country and to extend him our wishes for
continued health and prosperity as he cele-
brates his 98th birthday. Congratulations,
Major George Small.
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TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDRA
McGREGOR

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a young constituent of
mine, Alexandra McGregor, and to speak to
her efforts to support our troops, both at home
and aboard.

A few weeks ago | came across a story of
a young girl starting a grassroots effort, for a
“National Support the Troops Day.” After
watching a news report of a fallen: soldier; Al-
exandra was inspired to contact her local,
State, and Federal officials with her idea. |
stand here today because of Alexandra and
her efforts.

Throughout the calendar year Americans set
aside days to honor great patriots, leaders,
and fallen soldiers who have given their lives
to defend the freedom that Americans cherish.
These men and women should be honored
and |, like all of my colleagues, honor their
memory with my work in this great body. How-
ever, we as Americans do not have an official
day to salute our active-duty soldiers. Today,
there are over one million men and women
who serve our country. These brave individ-
uals deserve our respect and admiration for
their courage to protect all Americans.

With Alexandra as my inspiration, today |
am introducing a resolution that would mark
March 26th, “Support The Troops Day.” With
this resolution | ask all Americans to partici-
pate in a moment of silence on March 26th to
honor the hard work and accomplishments of
our soldiers both at home and aboard.

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SAINT
VASILIOS GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH IN PEABODY, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
a proud member of the Congressional Caucus
on Hellenic Issues, to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the Saint Vasilios Greek Orthodox
Church in Peabody, Massachusetts. The local
Greek population, with St. Vasilios as one of
its bedrock institutions, has been and con-
tinues to be a vital part of the Peabody com-
munity.

The first Greek immigrants arrived in Pea-
body at the turn of the last century. As their
numbers increased, they pooled their re-
sources to buy their first property, a simple
wooden building on Walnut Street which they
modeled into a house of worship. On February
26, 1906, they were incorporated and char-
tered by the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, naming their parish “St. Vasilios.”

By 1912, the parish relocated to a larger
property on what is now called Paleologos
Street. There they built a new church, and
soon after built a school for teaching their chil-
dren Greek culture and language. This was
only the sixth such school in the United
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States, and it has operated without interruption
ever since. The Byzantine style church which
was completed on the site and dedicated in
1917 remains a house of worship to this day.

This week in my district, thousands of Hel-
lenic American families will commemorate the
100th anniversary of St. Vasilios Greek Ortho-
dox Church with religious services and festivi-
ties. | congratulate the clergy and the con-
gregation of St. Vasilios for reaching this note-
worthy milestone. The church continues to be
a vibrant part of the Greek community in Pea-
body, serving as a house of worship and a
gathering place. The church provides a vital
link to the past and to the Greek homeland, its
culture and religion. Through its school and
the celebration of the rich heritage and lan-
guage of Greece, the people of St. Vasilios
are ensuring that the values and traditions
upon which the church was founded will live
on for future generations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 28, 2006
Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 5, 6, 7, had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FOREIGN
INVESTMENT SECURITY IM-
PROVEMENT ACT

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to speak in support the Foreign Investment
Security Improvement Act of 2006, a bill to
make certain that there is a full and complete
investigation into the national security implica-
tions of the proposed acquisition of U.S. port
terminal operations by Dubai Ports (DP)
World—and to ensure Congress’ crucial over-
sight role with respect to this transaction. | in-
troduce this legislation today with support of
my Ranking Member of the Committee on
Homeland Security, the Honorable BENNY
THOMPSON, and 80 bipartisan colleagues.

This legislation, and the message it sends
about the importance of the national security
concerns with the proposed deal, is crucial
given what appears to be the cursory review
of the serious national security questions that
exist regarding the acquisition of port terminal
operations by a company that is wholly-owned
by the Government of Dubai.

SERIOUS NATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS EXIST OVER DP
WORLD ACQUISITION

On February 13, 2006, shareholders from
Peninsular and Oriental Steamship Navigation
Co. (P&0O) approved an acquisition proposal
from DP World, a port operations company
owned by the government of Dubai, a member
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The deal
would position DP World to conduct terminal
operations at six U.S. ports: the Port of New
York and New Jersey, the Port of New Orle-
ans, the Port of Miami, the Port of Baltimore,
the Port of Philadelphia, and the Port of New-
ark.
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